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A message from MRS. ROME

Celebrating Our Teachers and Paraeducators
It is not an exaggeration to say that a great teacher can change a student’s life. We hear stories from time
to time that attest to that very fact. Many of us have enjoyed strong relationships with teachers over the
years. Teachers and paras are not only educators but influential role models as well. A passionate educator
may ignite a love of poetry, while a committed teacher builds confidence as they challenge students to think
in a variety of ways, dedicated teachers go the extra mile to teach life lessons that will help children succeed
beyond LEAP tests. I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, architects build bridges, artists create master
pieces, chefs create delicious meals, doctors heal the sick, but the field of education creates them all.
The job of educating children is not always easy and it takes a great teacher to do just that. The last few
years have been difficult ones for teachers and students alike. Hurricanes and Covid variants impacted
minutes of instruction and retention of content. As Principal of Walter G. Schneckenburger I am so very
proud of my dedicated staff and all they accomplished in spite of such challenges. We anticipated
diminished growth in the face of last year’s challenges. Recently our school district announced the District
Performance Score grew from 71.5 to 71.6. Although this is a small amount of growth, it is growth. Schools
were not given a Letter Grade this year but school performance was determined from accountability data
taken during the global pandemic. Schneckenburger has been identified as a 2021 Simulated Top Gains
Honoree and a 2021 Simulated Equity Honoree. I cannot say enough about the dedication and
determination of our teachers and paraeducators. Mrs. Rome
ACCOUNTABILITY UPDATES:
What are the statewide trends? Given the already released statewide LEAP data, school performance scores
were expected to be impacted. The majority of schools and districts would have seen a decrease in their
performance score this year had official letter grades been produced and new scores assigned.
● Overall the state’s SPS would have declined 1.8 points
● 71% of districts had a simulated DPS that was lower than their 2019 DPS
● 70% of schools had a simulated SPS that was lower than their 2019 SPS
● High-poverty schools, high-minority schools and schools where virtual learning was more prevalent saw
more of a decline than non-similar schools
The larger the # of students who attended most of the school year virtually, the larger the decline in scores
the school would have seen:
● Less than 25% of students were virtual 50% or more of the year: -2.8 points
● 25-49.9% of the students were virtual 50% or more of the year: -5.3 points
● 50-100% of the students were virtual 50% or more of the year: -5.9 points As we saw in the LEAP results,
the pandemic had an outsized impact on minority and economically disadvantaged populations:
● >= 85% minority population schools: -4.8
● =85% economic disadvantage schools: -4.2

Schneckenburger Elementary is Sailing to Success!

What will simulated SPS be used for and where will it be posted? Simulated School Performance Scores are
not official results and should not be considered comparable to other years. Simulated School Performance
Scores do use actual data that are verified by school systems. They are provided for informational and
planning purposes only and should be interpreted with caution while also considering the many other
factors that may have influenced them.
Official letter grades, School and District Performance Scores, and intervention labels will be carried over
from the 2018-2019 school year. The Department will post data to the Louisiana Believes Data Center as
well as many other files that were provided in prior years. Additionally, the Department will develop a new
page on School Finder that summarizes and shares, in context, the 2020-21 COVID-19 impacted school
year.
Why produce this data? The Department values the data that is collected using valid and reliable
measures, and believes that they should be used to inform recovery strategies as applicable. Lastly, the
Department believes that transparent data that measures the effects of learning in the context of
the unique 2020-2021 academic year, is important to answer the questions that communities will have
about the current state of their schools after two years with no official scores and significant
disruptions to student learning.
SOURCE: LOUISIANA DEPT. OF EDUCATION
2020-2021 Simulated SPS: Frequently Asked Questions
(Updated 12/2/21)

Storytelling is magical. It transports us — together. We build our relationships with our children. We spur
on their imagination. We share traditions and rituals. All while strengthening the muscles they need to
succeed in school.
Yes, storytelling is magical.

Pre-K
Pre-K had a great time in the month of
December learning nursery rhymes and
reading about The Gingerbread Man! We hope
you enjoyed the personalized goodies that we
sent home with the kids for you. They really
enjoyed making them. We are jumping into
2022 with a “Winter” theme as well as a
“Bears” theme! We will have fun completing
ELA, Math, Science, and Social Studies
activities that are centered around each
theme. Thank you to all of you who sent the
teachers Christmas gifts! We are really feeling
the love!

KINDERGARTEN
Thank you to everyone who helped to make our annual
gingerbread house decorating a success. The children
thoroughly enjoyed this activity. Kindergarten students
are back hard at work learning about quantity and
comparing numbers in Math, kings, queens, and weather
in knowledge. This month students will be issued their
very first Skills reader. This is always exciting for the
students.

First grade has been working very hard over here! In
math, we have been reading math stories and breaking
them apart to make subtraction number sentences. In
Knowledge, we have been working on Ancient American
Civilizations. We are learning all about the Maya, Aztec,
and Inca Civilizations. It's been fun exploring new
worlds! In Skills, we are working on strengthening our
writing skills by writing narrative paragraphs about the
Fables we have been reading in our readers. It's been
challenging but fun! In Science, we have been exploring
the world of animal survival and how parent animals
take care of their baby animals. We can't wait to learn
more about all of these things in the New Year! Enjoy
the holidays!

2nd grade
Happy New Year!! We hope everyone enjoyed the winter break and spent time with family! As we continue
the 2nd nine weeks, please remember to read the weekly newsletter and follow the homework log on the
back each night. Every student should be reading and studying math facts each night. In CKLA Skills, we will
begin Unit 4 The Job Hunt. Students will also work with vowel alternatives in phonics, capitalization, singular
and plural nouns, common and proper nouns, apostrophes, abbreviations, verbs, synonyms, and antonyms.
In CKLA Knowledge, we will complete Domain 5 The War of 1812 and begin Domain 6 Cycles in Nature. In
math, we will finish Module 4 Addition and Subtraction within 200 with word problems to 100 and then
begin Module 5 Addition and Subtraction within 1,000 with word problems to 100. Our science lessons will
cover mapping our world. We will continue our social studies lessons as well on physical and human
characteristics. We are almost half way through the year so keep working hard!!
3rd grade
In math, we are reviewing multiplication,
division and moving into analyzing patterns
and problem solving including units of 0
and 1. We are beginning plant and animal
extinction in our science unit. In Social
Studies we are discussing Native Americans
and the unique culture of Louisiana. In ELA
we are working on the central message of
a story, literal and non-literal language,
and fact and opinion writing.

4th grade
Happy New Year from 4th
Grade! We are looking forward to a
successful second half of this school
year. In ELA the students will
continue to learn about the American
Revolution, and begin their unit on
The Westward Expansion in social
studies. In math we will dive into
division and learn how to divide
multi-digit dividends with and
without remainders. We will
complete our unit on Earth's land and
its changes and begin to explore
energy. Please continue to review
multiplication facts daily, check
agendas for homework assignments,
and sign conduct logs weekly.

5th grade
We are continuing to sail right along in 5th grade. In ELA
we are mid-way through our Birchbark House unit. We
have been focusing on the early Americans and how the
Europeans impacted the growth of the Americas. This is
also spilling over into Social Studies, so it’s been a big
focus for us this nine weeks.
In math we will be finishing up Module 2 with division
with two digit divisors. The students have greatly
improved their multiplication fact fluency and that will
certainly help with the division. In science we are still in
our unit of Matter and Energy in Organisms and
Ecosystems. We will turn our focus to food chains and
food webs and the interactions of living and nonliving
things in ecosystems.
Finally, we would like to welcome Ms. Jenna Crews to
our fifth grade team! Ms. Crews will be taking over Ms.
Henry’s homeroom, and will be teaching ELA and Social
Studies to all of fifth grade starting in January. Ms.
Crews was a student teacher at Schneckenburger and
recently graduated from UNO. We are so happy and
excited to have her as part of our faculty!

Teacher of the Year/
Support Person of the Year
Mrs. Kelley Henry is the current Master Teacher at Walter G. Schneckenburger Elementary School in
Kenner, Louisiana. Mrs. Henry has been the Master Teacher at Schneckenburger since 2020, serving students in
PreK-Fifth Grade. Previously, she was a teacher at Hazel Park/Hilda Knoff Elementary in River Ridge and at Mildred
Harris Elementary in Bridge City. Mrs. Henry was awarded teacher of the year at all three schools, receiving it
twice at Mildred Harris. Mrs. Henry received a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of New Orleans in
2003. Since then, she has been a driven educator who is always working to improve her teaching practices. In
2019, she became a Content Leader Fellow at the district level for Social Studies, and in 2020, she was accepted
into the Master Teacher applicant pool. As the current Master Teacher at Schneckenburger, Mrs. Henry has been
able to use her education and leadership skills to impact students on the entire campus, especially last year.
Virtual learning presented many challenges for educators and students in our school, but Mrs. Henry immediately
went to work researching, refining, and using best practices
for virtual and hybrid learning. Through model lessons,
push in support, and leading job-embedded professional
.
development,
Mrs. Henry was one of the driving
forces in leading her school and students to meet
school performance goals for the 2020-2021
school year. This year, Mrs. Henry is teaching a
block of fifth grade, while continuing to lead her
school to meet goals and increase student outcomes.

Support person of the year:
I’d like to say thanks to our wonderful school secretary,
Rhonda Sager and congratulations on being voted
Support Person of the Year. Here is just a sample of the
kind of support Miss Rhonda affords to her colleagues.
Introducing Ms. Kelley Henry,
During our time at home during the aftermath of
Schneckenburger’s Teacher of the Year
Hurricane Ida, I found myself at home alone with no AC,
and the batteries in my emergency radio running down.
The voices on the radio were my connection to the rest of
the world while my family was out of town. As the days dragged on, Miss Rhonda sent out a text to ask if anyone
needed anything. Miss Rhonda and her family drove to meet me and give me batteries so I wouldn’t have to be in
the house in absolute silence while waiting for the electricity to be restored. I truly believe God puts people in our
path to help us on our journey, and Miss Rhonda is one of the people who has helped us all during our years
together at Scheneckenburger. Many times she has reminded us if we forgot to sign in, explained how to take
attendance, helped us find something in JCampus, helped organize a get together, or just listened. How many
magic mints has she given out to students who needed it to get through the day, or bags of ice? Thanks for being
you, Miss Rhonda. We couldn’t do it all without your support

.

Developmental Milestones of Children 911 Years of Age:
Your child’s growing independence from the family and interest in friends might be obvious by now. Healthy friendships
are very important to your child’s development, but peer pressure can become strong during this time. Children who feel
good about themselves are more able to resist negative peer pressure and make better choices for themselves. This is an
important time for children to gain a sense of responsibility along with their growing independence. Also, physical changes
of puberty might be showing by now, especially for girls. Another big change children need to prepare for during this time
is starting middle or junior high school.
Here is some information on how children develop during middle childhood:

Emotional/Social Changes
Children in this age group might:
Start to form stronger, more complex friendships and peer relationships. It becomes more emotionally
important to have friends, especially of the same sex.
Experience more peer pressure.
Become more aware of his or her body as puberty approaches. Body image and eating problems
sometimes start around this age.
.Thinking and Learning
Children in this age group might:
Face more academic challenges at school.
Become more independent from the family.
Begin to see the point of view of others more clearly.
Have an increased attention span.
Positive Parenting Tips
Following are some things you, as a parent, can do to help your child during this time:
Spend time with your child. Talk with her about her friends, her accomplishments, and what challenges she will
face.
Be involved with your child’s school. Go to school events; meet your child’s teachers.
Encourage your child to join school and community groups, such as a sports team, or to be a volunteer for a
charity.
Help your child develop his own sense of right and wrong. Talk with him about risky things friends might
pressure him to do, like smoking or dangerous physical dares.
Help your child develop a sense of responsibility—involve your child in household tasks like cleaning and
cooking. Talk with your child about saving and spending money wisely.
Meet the families of your child’s friends.
Talk with your child about respecting others. Encourage her to help people in need. Talk with her about what to
do when others are not kind or are disrespectful.
Help your child set his own goals. Encourage him to think about skills and abilities he would like to have and
about how to develop them.
Make clear rules and stick to them. Talk with your child about what you expect from her (behavior) when no
adults are present. If you provide reasons for rules, it will help her to know what to do in most situations.
Use discipline to guide and protect your child, instead of punishment to make him feel badly about himself.
When using praise, help your child think about her own accomplishments. Saying “you must be proud of
yourself” rather than simply “I’m proud of you” can encourage your child to make good choices when nobody is
around to praise her.
Talk with your child about the normal physical and emotional changes of puberty.
Encourage your child to read every day. Talk with him about his homework.
Be affectionate and honest with your child, and do things together as a family.
Similar articles and parenting tips can be found by searching the CDC.gov

Dates to Remember
January 4- students return
January 12- Interim Reports

January 17- MLK Holiday
January 31-February 1- Early Release
February 2- 3rd Marking Period begins

Call Us
504-443-1236

Follow Us on
Twitter

Email Us

Contact
Information

schneckenburger@jpschools.org

Christi Rome, Principal
Dr. James Gray, Superintendent
Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge, District 9
School Board
Leighann Chaisson, Executive
Director of School Support

School Website:
jpschools.org/schneckenburger

@schneckowls

Parents- Please send your child
to school with a clean mask and
a water bottle every day. Water
fountains are not in use, but we
do have bottle fillers to refill
bottles and keep germs from
spreading.

Follow the Jefferson Parish School System:
https://twitter.com/JPPSS
https://facebook.com/Jeffparishschools

.

