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Discovery Days help Superintendent Dr. James Gray and our School Board members understand the district from as many
viewpoints as possible. Discovery Days are a way for Dr. Gray and our School Board to engage and stay connected with the
communities they serve.

“Dedication and determination…they never gave up.”
Dear Colleagues,
Wednesday was my first Discovery Day of the school year. It was a pleasure spending much of
the day at Schneckenburger Elementary.
This week’s visit emphasized the value of a strong, positive school culture. A strong culture
motivates, grows, and attracts teachers and staff. A strong culture encourages innovative
solutions. A strong culture brings out the best in each other when times are tough. True, long
term success depends on culture, and culture starts with school leaders. It’s difficult, it takes time,
but it’s worth the effort.
-Dr. James Gray
Jefferson Parish Schools Superintendent

Parent comments shared during Dr. Gray’s Town Hall
Ms. Meija makes our daughter feel so special each day. Our
daughter LOVES to go to school to learn and to see Ms Meija."
-Leah Stencil, Schneckenburger Parent
"Mrs. Cowart for helping Ayden be successful!“

-Hollie Whipple, Schneckenburger Parent

Schneckenburger Elementary is Sailing to Success!

Discovery Day

.

Teacher Spotlight- Jennifer Cowart

.

Jennifer Cowart is a 4th grade
teacher at Schneckenburger
Elementary.
What would students be surprised to find out about you?
I married my high school sweetheart and we are celebrating our 20 year anniversary this year!
What is something you wish you’d have known as a first-year teacher?
The most important things happen within the four walls of your classroom. If your students walk out of
the room having learned anything more than they knew coming in, it was a successful day. Don't sweat
the small stuff.
How do you spend your summer breaks?
I spend my summers making memories with my two beautiful daughters and recharging for the
upcoming school year.
If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it have been?
Best shoulder to cry on.
What is your spirit animal and why?
My spirit animal is a dolphin because I appreciate that sometimes you just have to have fun and enjoy
the moment. Communication is key, and I will always protect those that I love.
What song do you know all the lyrics to?
Anything New Kids on the Block:)
If you could take your students on a field trip anywhere in the world where would it be and why?
At this point I would take them anywhere. So many of our students haven't been out of the city of
Kenner, but I would love to take them to visit the Grand Canyon and Hoover Dam. So much of our fourth
grade curriculum revolves around Earth's features and resources. Just by showing them pictures and
videos of the canyon they are in awe. To be able to experience the beauty of rock layers, weathering
and erosion, landforms, and the benefits of the dam would be amazing!
Describe your perfect classroom. A well organized classroom with creative anchor charts, lots of
storage space, my own AC unit, and smiling, engaged students. There would be purposeful
conversations amongst everyone.
What did your 15 year old self think you would be doing as a career?
Honestly, my 15 year old self was already planning to become a teacher.
What is your dream vacation?
I love to share new experiences with my family, so as long as we are together I would try anything.

Greetings from the Library,
I am very excited to announce that I have been able to begin
holding library again this school year. I sent home permission
slips for students in grades 1st-5th for checking out books. In
order for a student to check out library books in the school, he or
she needs to have this form signed by a parent. I look forward to
helping your students check out books. We will also hope to
begin Accelerated Reader in November.
-Mrs. Charboneau, Librarian

Kindergarten-We are working hard over
here in Kindergarten! We are beginning to
learn how to read words and write
sentences. The students are enjoying
reading various stories like, “Chicken
Little,” “The Three Little Pigs,” and
“Goldilocks and the Thee Bears.” In Math,
we are learning how to write, sequence,
and count from 1-10. We are also learning
about plant needs and will plant our own
seeds.

First Grade
In the month of November, 1st-grade will wrap up our unit on similar stories
from different lands. Please ask your children about the stories we have
listened to. Ask them who the characters are, what the setting is, and how
the stories are similar and different. We will begin studying the ancient
civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Students need to understand the five
components of a civilization; farming, leaders, cities, writing, and religion. In
reading we are learning long vowel words with magic “e” at the end of the
words. Please practice the tricky words every night. In math we are adding
sums to 20. Please take some time each evening to go outside to look at the
phases of the moons as we will be studying astronomy after the holidays.

3rd Grade
In math we are reviewing multiplication, division
and moving into units of measurement in Module
2. We are studying environmental traits in our
science unit and how we inherit different traits
from our parents. In social studies we are
comparing and contrasting different cultural
groups, and how our state has its own unique
culture. In ELA we are working on the central
message of a story, opinion writing and narrative
writing.

4th grade
We will begin Module 3 in math this month. In
this module the students will be learning how to
multiply and divide multi-digit numbers. Please
continue to have your child practice their facts
daily. In ELA we will be finishing up our Hurricanes
Unit. In science, we will continue to explore
Earth’s changes over time. In social studies we will
continue Unit 3 learning about the formation of
our country.

Ahoy, Fifth grade! We are sailing right along this school
year and we cannot believe it is already November. Our
fifth graders are working hard toward their goals, and we
hope that continues the rest of this year! In ELA we are
at the end of our Making of a Scientist unit. Fifth
graders have been learning about different scientific
theories within their reading and writing skills. In Social
Studies we just finished learning about the indigenous
people of early America and are moving into learning
about early European explorers! In math the students are
wrapping up Module 1 and we will soon be starting in
Module 2. Module 2 is a lot more difficult than Module
1. Each year I see a decline in grades when we enter
into this Module. It is important that the students pay
attention in class, write neatly, and work carefully. In
science we have been exploring properties of matter.
The students recently completed an investigation of
electrical conductivity, flexibility, elasticity, and
magnetism of everyday objects. Our matter unit will
continue into November.

Red Ribbon Week Pledge
I pledge allegiance to myself and who I
want to be, because I can make my
dreams come true if I believe in me.
I pledge to stay in school and learn the
things I need to know to make the world
a better place for kids like me to grow.
I pledge to keep my dreams alive and
be all that I can be.
I know I can and that’s because
I pledge to stay DRUG AND
BULLY FREE!

Call Us
504-443-1236

Follow Us on
Twitter

Dates to Remember
November 12-End of 1st marking period
November 17- SANTA PICTURES, Report
Cards Issued
November 24-26 Thanksgiving Break

Email Us

Contact
Information

schneckenburger@jpschools.org

Christi Rome, Principal
Dr. James Gray, Superintendent
Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge, District 9
School Board
Dodie Plaisance, Executive Director
of School Support

School Website:
jpschools.org/sch
neckenburger

@schneckowls

Parents- Please send your child
to school with a clean mask and
a water bottle every day. Water
fountains are not in use, but we
do have bottle fillers to refill
bottles and keep germs from
spreading.

Follow the Jefferson Parish School System:
https://twitter.com/JPPSS
https://facebook.com/Jeffparishschools
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