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A Message from the School
Principal:
by Audrey A. Easley

Dear Bissonet Families,
November is upon us as we reflect on the
many things that we are thankful for in our lives.
I am thankful to our parents for the gift of your
children each day. They are a joy to teach. I
also am thankful for the wonderful staff here at
Bissonet. Their tireless efforts and high
expectations make Bissonet a strong learning
community. I hope that each of you share with
your friends and families the many things that
make you thankful. Spend some quality time
with family during the month of November.
Continued on Page 2...
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A Message from the School
Principal Continued:
by Audrey A. Easley
We are beginning our second nine weeks of school this month. Our students have adjusted to
our new normal and are working hard to fill in the gaps that were left from being away from
school. Please review your child’s report card with them and let them know that you are there to
help them on this journey. Read with them nightly and practice math facts with them. Students
do better in school when they know that their parents support them in their learning.
I would like to remind parents that no one can park at Rouses and walk to pick up their children.
Our new dismissal procedures require you to either pick up your child in the car rider line or have
the children walk home. They can only cross the street to walk home or walk in the direction of
the fire station. You may meet them along the way and walk home with them. We are not
allowing parents to gather in front of the school to wait for their children.
Finally, make sure that your child’s jackets and sweatshirts are labeled with their first and last
name. Students should be wearing the appropriate color sweat shirts, with or without the logo,
(PK, K- purple, 1st-5th- red, 6th-8th-grey) inside their classrooms.
If there is anything that I can do for you, please do not hesitate to call me.
Sincerely, Audrey A. Easley

Health Tip:
School Bags, Lunch Kits, Uniforms: With the ongoing Covid-19 numbers in the Louisiana area and the current
Flu Season, we suggest that school bags and lunch kits are cleaned regularly.
Lunch Kits should be emptied and wiped each night. School bags can be emptied out and sprayed with a childsafe cleaner on Fridays or Sundays of each week. Students should wear a clean, school uniform each day. If you
need assistance with uniforms- please contact our school office.
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Devices

All students are issued a school device
for at school learning. It is the
responsibility of the student to care
for the device. We have experienced a
few issues with students plucking keys
from the keyboard or pulling the
headset out from the computer port,
thus leaving a broken piece of the

Virtual Academy

We are experiencing some attendance issues
with our virtual learners. Please note that if
students log in to the Google Classroom late
(even just 10 minutes late)- they are marked
absent. If this just happens in one class- the
student is absent for that class period- not the
entire day. If you are experiencing technical
difficulties- please contact the student support
help desk to resolve the issues (number is on
the last page). Please also notify the school so
that we can be aware.
We are also having an issue with virtual
students logging out of class early. If this is the
case- the student will receive a check out for
the daily attendance. Please make sure your
child is in the Google Meet and participating
for the entire class period.
Parents with Virtual Academy students are asked
to make sure that the students have all
materials needed for the class period, as well as
make sure they are logging in/off at the
appropriate times. In addition, parents of
Kindergarten-3rd grade students need to make
sure they are available at all times to help
support the learning process. This might look
like: assisting students in finding workbook
pages, navigating the Google Classroom,
Assisting with questions, and read- aloud
accommodations (if applicable). Parents should
not complete the work for a student, but should
check in often to help with the navigation of
the work. Students should not be left alone
while they are participating in class.

headset in the computer port. These
actions cause damage to the device. If
the device can’t be repaired- the
family will be responsible for the
replacement of the computer.
Chromebooks cost $400.00 and
laptops cost $1,000.00. It is important
that we have working devices for
school use, as many of our
instructional programs require digital
access. Please talk with your child to
make sure they understand how
important it is to care for the device
while at school (and if at home).
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Supplies

Students need access to a headset with a microphone at school. This can be earbuds or over the ear
headphones. Please purchase a set for your child and send it to school. The student’s name can be
written on paper and then tapped on the wire. This is for Kindergarten - Eighth grade students.
School Supply Fee: The school supply fee can be paid online. Please login and pay ASAP. Please click
here. Or visit our school's website > news.
Face Masks: In-person students need to wear a face mask over the mouth and nose. Please remind your
child of the importance of the mask and how to wear it appropriately. In addition, please make sure
your child has an extra mask in a bag that is sent in the child’s school bag. We are noticing that some
students aren’t wearing the mask appropriately or forgetting the mask at home. Reusable masks should
be washed everyday.

Instructional Programs

We have many instructional programs available for
student use. These programs can be found in the
student Clever Portal. The teachers will guide
students on the completion times of many of the
programs; however, all students must have a
minimum of 45 minutes in both Reading and Math at
the end of each week. Please encourage your child to
work on these programs at home to assist with this.
Kinder- 2nd Grades: i-Ready Math & Lexia Core 5
Reading
3rd-8th Grades: i-Ready Math & i-Ready Reading
Website: clever.com/in/jppss

Communication:
Google Guardians: Several families may have received an email asking them to accept
Google Guardian. This email came from Eric F. This is a real email and it is ok to
accept. Google Guardian will allow the parent to receive an email summary of the
Google Classroom Assignments.
Parent Portal/Student Progress Center:The student Progress Center is active. Please
contact our office if you would like to login and need your account information.
Student Progress Center allows the student and parent to view current grades.
Red Folder: Parents, please check the red school communication folder each day.
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Virtual Kindergarten News
We have just begun small group reading instruction. Please know which group your
child is in (Spiders, Bees, or Dragonflies); look under the “Classwork” tab on our
Google Classroom page. Also, make note of the time and days you will be joining our
small group meetings.
In order to learn to read, the children will need the appropriate level books. Each
Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning, you will pick up your child’s books from our
box in front of the school. Look for the plastic envelope with your child’s name on it.
The envelopes along with the books will need to be returned each Friday afternoon or
Monday morning.Learning to read is so much fun!

FIRST GRADE NEWS:
Reading News: The students are
learning new reading strategies to
help them read a story on their level.
These reading strategies could be
used when reading in the reader for
homework. In the classroom, we
teach the student to use a strategy to
use when they come to a word they
do not know.
Math News: Make some math fact
flash cards with your child (or the
dollar store sells a good set). The
children should know math facts up
to 5 without counting on their fingers.
Love,The 1st Grade Teachers
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Second Grade News:
We look forward to welcoming
back some of our virtual students
in person! In Reading, we just
wrapped up learning about
Ancient Chinese Civilization and
enjoyed tasting different Chinese
foods to celebrate our learning.
We’re currently learning about
Ancient Greek Civilization. In Math,
we’re working on place value.
Please continue to memorize basic
addition and subtraction facts at
home. In addition, keep up the
great work on lexia and Iready. It’s
very important that every student
gets 45 minutes of each every
week!

Third Grade News:

The third grade teachers are so excited to welcome many
of our virtual students back into the classroom on
October 29! Our students have been working on the
first ELA unit, The Stories Julian Tells. We have been
studying all about characters and how their motivations
contribute to the plot of the story. Our main focus for the
first nine weeks has been on identifying the elements
included in stories such as characters, setting,
sequencing, problem, solution, and finding the central
message or theme. The first nine weeks also included
writing an opinion and giving reasons for an opinion. We
will continue with The Stories Julian Tells unit for the first
few weeks in the 2nd quarter. The culminating writing task
will be writing a “deleted” scene from the book, The Red
Book. During the 2nd quarter, we will begin Unit 2, Cajun
Folktales. Students will read literary and informational
texts to learn how storytelling can be entertaining as well
as educational. Our goal is for our students to develop an
understanding of American history and culture as well as
character and theme development. One of our first
stories will include Lapin Plays Possum: Trickster Tales
from the Louisiana Bayou!
We have been working hard in math for the first nine
weeks. Third grade has finished Module 1 and will now
begin Module 2 during the 2nd quarter. Please review
multiplication facts with your child. We are working on
multiplication and division every day and learning
strategies to solve word problems. In Module 2 we will be
working on telling time, problem solving, rounding to the
nearest ten and hundred, two and three-digit addition
and subtraction. Please encourage your child to work on
IREADY math as well as Zearn lessons. These online
resources will help your child build on the skills needed
for 3rd grade.

NOVEMBER 2020

Fourth Grade: ELA/SS:

In ELA, we have been reading literary and
informational texts about hurricanes. Some of the
reading skills and writing techniques we’ve learned
about so far are describing characters, setting, and
events, figurative language; similes and metaphors,
transitional phrases and words, theme, first-person
and third person point of views, summarizing, text
features and oral histories. We will apply these skills
and techniques into our first culminating writing
activity. We will write a firsthand narrative about
someone who experiences a hurricane. So be on
the lookout for our amazing stories.

Sixth Grade:

Math, ELA, and Social Studies:

It is hard to believe we are nearing the end of
the first nine weeks. What an exciting journey
we have been on together!

The second nine

weeks will be full of new learning opportunities
for us all as well.
In Ms. Smith's ELA classroom the students will
start a new novel entitled HATCHET. ALL

In social studies, we were busy learning about map
skills and the five U.S. regions. We are using all of
our social studies background knowledge on the
five regions to help us with our unit on “The Age of
Exploration.” Please be on the lookout for our USA
Studies Weekly magazines. We will use these
resources to help us navigate through our study on
the “New World.”
We are also excited about using the new technology
tools. Some of the tools we’ve used in ELA and social
studies are Kami, Google Slides, Google Documents,
Padlet, and Google Forms. We will continue to learn
and use more technology tools as the school year
progresses.

Fourth & Fifth Grades:
Mrs, Wellmeier's Math News:

All 4th and 5th grade students should have
received a letter and a weekly math

VIRTUAL students will need to have a parent
pick up their novel from the office before
NOVEMBER 1st. Sixth graders will also embark
on a new unit in Social Studies- The Ancient
River Valleys and Ancient Greece & Rome.
Parents, please make sure that your child
turns in work on time. The second nine weeks
will be a little more challenging and it is
important to stay up-to-date with
assignments. Newsletters from ELA and Social
Studies will come home every Monday starting
November 1st. This should give parents and
students a better overview of what is
happening in class each week with scheduled
projects, quizzes, and tests.

checklist. Please read, sign, and return it

In math, students are beginning a new module

to me as soon as possible. Virtual students

and focusing on expressions and equations.

can find it under classwork.iReady and

They are very excited to start learning this new

Zearn must be completed weekly. These

skill. They need to remain focused throughout

programs are very beneficial in keeping

this module as some skills may be difficult. If

your child on track in math and closing any

your virtual student needs a workbook for

gaps in learning. We are working on

module 3, please send an email and I will have

multiplication and division of multi-digit

one available for pick up from the office. Please

numbers. Knowing the basic facts will help
your child to be very successful.

remember to complete 45 minutes of iReady
each week and have the students check the
Google Classroom for all weekly assignments.
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6TH GRADE SCIENCE
In Science, we have been focusing on Forces and Motion. We have studied about Newton’s Third Law of
Motion, Newton’s Second Law of Motion, and Electric and Magnetic Forces. Starting 10/27/20, we will
begin our final unit in Forces and Motion. We will be learning all about Gravitational Forces! This is a fun
unit where students will explore the effects of mass on gravitational forces. Please make sure your student
is studying each day! At the end of every unit, there is a vocabulary quiz, a concept quiz, and a district test.
Students should be studying vocab each week! Also, we watch MANY videos in class. PLEASE MAKE SURE
YOUR STUDENT HAS EARBUDS/HEADPHONES!!!! This is so necessary for class! Thank you for allowing us
to work with your student. They are a joy in class!

Seventh & Eighth

ades Science:

Our 7th and 8th Grade Science students will be finished with their physical science bundles in
the next two weeks and will begin their study of earth and space science after. Seventh
graders will spend 31 class days studying Earth and Space Science this year and eight grades
will spend 59 class days studying this topic.
We are leaving our study of physical science, and viewing our living laboratory at the atomic
level of matter, to focus more on planet Earth at a much larger scale. Eight graders will begin
their study with “The History of Planet” and continue with a study of “Earth’s Materials,
Systems, and Natural Hazards.” Seventh graders will focus their study of Earth and Space
Science solely on “The Role of Water in the Earth’s Surface, and Weather, and Climate.”
Seventh graders will use their study of physical science to understand how chemical reactions
and energy transfer in temperature affects our weather, our climate, and the use of our land.
Eighth graders will use their study of physical science to understand how the structure and
properties of matter have affected Earth’s history, resources and systems. Both seventh and
eight graders will apply their knowledge to predict how our lives will be affected by Earth
processes and its history presently and within their lifetime. Our journey towards becoming
better global citizens continues.
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Physical
Education:
As we begin a new nine weeks, the PE Department would like to remind all students that we are a CATCH school. CATCH stands for
Coordinated Approach To Child Health. With holidays approaching, it may be tempting to eat lots of candy and rich foods. Instead,
try eating a new fruit or vegetable prepared in a different way. All students are reminded to eat healthy and stay active the CATCH
way, every day.

In person (traditional) students: All students attending PE in person are reminded to wear a mask daily during PE just like in
all other classes. If you leave your mask in the classroom, you will be sent back to your classroom or to the office to get a
mask. Please remember to wear your mask properly, covering your mouth AND NOSE. Failure to properly wear your mask
will result in consequences. If you are using cloth masks, you should wash them after each use. If you are using paper
disposable masks, they are single use only and should be thrown away after using once. ALL STUDENTS ARE REMINDED TO
BRING A WATER BOTTLE TO PE DAILY. Right now we have no access to water fountains, so if you get thirsty during PE class,
you will need to have your own personal water bottle. A water bottle refill station is located in the cafeteria, and we have
started selling water bottles for 50 cents each while supplies last. As cooler weather approaches, we would like to remind
parents to make sure to LABEL ALL JACKETS, SWEATERS, SWEATSHIRTS, AND LUNCH KITS WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME. Ask
your child to check at PE if they are missing an article of clothing. Unfortunately, we have already started a large collection of
unidentified clothing items that children have left behind this year. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.
In all grade levels, we are continuing to work on learning class rules, expectations, procedures, and basic exercises as well as
how to cooperate with others of all ability levels when participating in simple games and activities. We have learned bus
safety, pedestrian safety, and bicycle safety. The lower elementary grades (PreK-3rd) are working on ball handling and
movement skills. The upper elementary and middle-school grades (4th-8th) have been working on learning to use ball
handling & movement skills for volleyball by demonstrating correct arm & foot positions. Skills include underhand strike
(bump, underhand serve to a target), overhand strike (set, spike, tip, overhand serve), transferring weight with correct timing,
creating open space, calling balls, returning to home position, & rotating positions. Students are encouraged to continue
practicing these skills at home as much as possible.
At home (virtual) students: Activities for our virtual students are posted in the PE Google Classroom. Students should be aware that
we are not live-streaming PE classes in a Google Meet, with the exception of some 6th-8th grade class periods. Students should
check the classroom stream or classwork for a list of activities and videos to complete. We have also posted videos with questions
about bus safety, pedestrian safety, bicycle safety, and COVID safety. While we understand that exercising at home is not always
ideal, we are trying to give virtual students opportunities to stay active as much as possible. All grade levels have a month-long
activity calendar, or DEAM (Drop Everything And Move) calendar to turn in virtually at the end of each month. Try to complete as
many activities listed on the calendar as possible. Feel free to substitute different exercises into the calendar. The point is to stay
active each day to stay healthy. Students are reminded to drink water while exercising at home and to stretch before and after
exercising. Virtual students in the upper elementary and middle-school grades (4th-8th) should work on practicing the skills needed
to succeed in FitnessGram assessments: height & weight (BMI), shoulder stretch, sit and reach, push-ups, curl-ups, trunk lift, and
pacer. We will be unable to assess these skills for virtual students like we normally would. However, virtual students are
encouraged to work on improving flexibility, increasing endurance, and strengthening muscle groups needed to succeed on these
tests throughout the year for overall health. All virtual students are encouraged to practice the skills being taught at school while at
home as much as possible (skills listed in “In Person” section above).
6th-8th Grade Students: At the current time, ALL MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN DELAYED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE. As soon as we receive more information, we will pass it on to you. Any students interested in playing sports this year will
be required to have a physical completed before setting foot on any field or court for tryouts or practice. LHSAA Physical packets
are available online on the 6th-8th Grade PE Google Classroom or on the Louisiana High School Athletic Association (LHSAA)
website: https://www.lhsaa.org. LHSAA Physical forms (English or Spanish version) must be filled out and signed by a doctor.
Students may see their own doctor or go to Urgent Care to complete their physical. All other attached pages in the LHSAA
Physical-Parent Information packet (English only available) must be filled out and signed by a parent. If students plan on playing
ANY sports this year, it's a good idea to go ahead and get your physical done at this time. Also available online is the Middle School
Eligibility Guidelines, outlining the ages and grade point average requirements to participate in sports. Please refer to the Louisiana
High School Athletic Association (LHSAA) website for more information. If you are unable to print these out at home, printed
packets are available to be picked up at school. Please return your completed physical packet to school.
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Transitioning from Virtual to Face to
Face:
Families had the opportunity to request a move from the
Virtual Academy to Traditional Learning. The deadline for
this request was October 19th.
We welcomed our students back on Wednesday,
November 4th! Our students did a wonderful job making
this transition.
In-person students need to have school supplies at
school. In addition to the school supplies on the school
supply list, all students need to have a headset with
microphone and face masks.
If your student was issued a school device to use at
home- these devices should travel to and from
school.

Click Here for the School Supply List
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Before & After- School Care:

We still have available spots open in child-care. Please see
the information in the flyer and contact Tammy if you
would like to register your child.
Click Here for the Flyer.

Congratulations to
our Teacher of the
Year! 4th Grade
Teacher, Ms. Angela
Griffin!

PARENT CONFERENCES:
11/11- 11/13
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR
CHILD'S TEACHER TO MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS.
SANTA PICTURES: 11/18
THANKSGIVING BREAK:
11/25-11/17

Contact Information:
(504) 887 - 0470 - School Office
(504) 887 - 5693 - School Fax
(504) 365 - 5304 - Student Technology Help Desk
facebook.com/bissonetbeavers
www.bissonet.jpschools.org

