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A Message from the School
Principal:
by Audrey A. Easley

Dear Parents/Guardians,
It is hard to believe that we are nearing the
end of March. It won’t be long before the
warm weather is around for good. Speaking
of warmer weather, our Spring Break takes
place April 2nd - April 6th. Students return
on April 7th. We hope our families use this
time to catch up on some much needed rest
and family time. Hopefully the weather is
nice and you can spend some quality time
outside together.
continued on page 2...
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A Message from the School
Principal Continued:

Mrs. Schmidt establishing student learning targets on one of the
new Promethean Panels. These panels were installed in all
classrooms.

April starts our LEAP testing for grades 3 - 8. We will begin LEAP testing at the end of April. Virtual
students will be required to test in person. We will contact our virtual families within the next few
weeks with more information regarding testing days and times. Although our kids are far more than
what is measured on a test, as we go into “testing season”, there are some things we can do to help
them succeed. We ask that our 3rd grade - 8th grade students stay focused on the goal. We also
encourage these families to make sure the students have breakfast and arrive at school on time each
and every day.
The final nine-weeks of the school year is always very busy. The pace in the classroom is also very
quick, so please encourage your students to stay on top of their assignments and responsibilities so
they don’t fall behind. One way to do this is to make sure all students are on campus or signed in to
the virtual classroom on time, every day. The last nine-weeks is important for attendance for all grade
levels. We are noticing some attendance issues across the school, both virtual and in-person
students. When possible, please schedule appointments for after school or on holidays.
Please make sure you keep up with the information being posted on our school facebook page,
website and individual Google Classrooms. Parents can use their child’s Google username/password
to login to the individual Google Classrooms. This is a great way for parents to see the communication
between the teacher and the student, as well as open assignments that are being completed by the
student.
A big thank you to all of our families that supported our school during our virtual Book Fair. A
portion of the sales will benefit our school. Thank You!
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Audrey A. Easley
Principal
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Devices
all K- 8 students have received a
district chromebook to use during the
school year. Students in grades 6-8,
with a signed permission form on file,
have permission to bring the device

Reading at School:

home to use for homework. Students

Our ONLINE Book Fair is taking place from

devices at school. If a student travels

March 15- March 28. Several families took
advantage of this opportunity and purchased

in grades K-5 should be leaving the
with a school issued chromebook the
students MUST bring the chromebook
charger to school each day. It is the

books to support reading at home. In

student's responsibility to plug the

addition, our school received a percentage of

device in to charge prior to bringing

the sales. We will use this money to purchase

the device to school. The devices

additional reading materials for our school.
www.scholastic.com/bf/bissonetplaza

must have a full battery during the
school day, as we don't have enough
outlets in the classrooms to
accommodate an entire class. In
addition, the chargers must travel

As part of our parent/student engagement
plan, each student will receive a book. These
books will be sent home by your child's
teacher. These books were purchased with the

with the chromebook. Testing will
take place online in April. It is
important that all devices have a
charger. If a charger has been
misplaced or broken- please contact

intention that parents would take some time

our school office to purchase another

to read the book with the student. Yes, even

one.

our Middle School students want to be read
to/with. Please check your child's school bag
for the book, along with a letter that was sent
home with the report card.

Parents are encouraged to login to the
Google Classroom using their child's
login information. By doing so,
parents can stay updated with the
work the student is completing.
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Instructional Programs
All Bissonet students have access to Clever. Clever is a single sign on website
that allows students to access different educational apps and websites that
are used at school. Students have access to: iReady, Lexia- Core 5, BrainPop
& BrainPop Jr., Nearpod, Edulastic, Zearn, Studies Weekly, LearnZillion, CKLA
Hub, Stemscopes, WorldBook Online, Destiny (Library Catalog), and so much
more!
Why are we sharing this? It is important for our parents to be familiar with
this resource. We ask that parents assist their students with their learning at
home by making sure they know how to login to the platform and access the
programs the teacher assigns. In addition, we ask that students complete
additional time on the iReady and Lexia programs- not just the time spent on
the programs in the class. Zearn is a valuable Math resource, as it is aligned
to the Math curriculum used in the classroom. If your child is struggling in
Math- please talk to them about logging in to Zearn.
Website: clever.com/in/jppss

Communication:
Google Guardians: Several families may have received an email asking them
to accept Google Guardian. This email came from Eric F. This is a real email
and it is ok to accept. Google Guardian will allow the parent to receive an
email summary of the Google Classroom Assignments.
Parent Portal/Student Progress Center:The student Progress Center is
active. Please contact our office if you would like to login and need your
account information. Student Progress Center allows the student and parent
to view current grades. Please contact Evelynn Lugo if you are in need of
assistance. Evelynn.Lugo@jpschools.org
Red Folder: Parents, please check the red school communication folder each
day.
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2ND GRADE NEWS:
In Reading, our second graders have been busy studying the Civil
War. They have become Civil War experts! We will be starting our
Human Body unit soon. (This is a 2nd grade favorite!)
In Math, we have begun our module on arrays. This unit will help
them prepare to learn multiplication in 3rd grade! It’s important
that we continue to practice our addition and subtraction problems
as we move on to this new unit.
Parents, please review math homework with your child and use the
homework helper page as needed. Don’t forget to study spelling
words nightly!
*Please continue to work on IReady and Lexia at home. These are
great resources! On Lexia, all 2nd graders are working towards
completing level 12 by the end of the school year. Thank you for all
that you do at home to help your child succeed!
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Third Grade News:
Our third graders have begun working on their
final reading unit, The Louisiana Purchase. We will
be examining the events leading up to the Louisiana
Purchase as well as the effects following the
purchase. Our students will be learning to create a
timeline and brainstorming to write an essay that
describes the events leading to the American
acquisition of the Louisiana Territory. In this unit,
we will also explore tall tales written about
American Pioneers. Students will learn about what
traits pioneers valued and how they communicated
these traits through tall tales.
Third graders are also working hard in math
learning all about fractions. We are now working on
comparing fractions on a number line. The fraction
unit test will be given at the end of the 3rd quarter.
A homework assignment along with a homework
helper sheet has been sent home 2-3 nights a week.
Please check your child’s red folder. Homework
practice will help your child’s fraction skills. Zearn
lessons are located under the Clever app and are
also recommended for added practice. Once we
have completed our module on fractions, we will
begin working on analyzing data and creating a
chart to display data in Module 6. We will also
continue working on two-step word problems. In
Module 7, we will solve word problems using
perimeter and area.
Please be on the lookout for 3rd quarter report cards that will be sent home as
well as parent/teacher conference information. Please continue to check your
child’s red folder for notes and homework. As we near the 4th quarter, we
appreciate your help with getting your child ready for the 4th grade!
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4th/5th Grade Math:
4th grade- We are wrapping up Module 5 and moving to Module 6.
We will continue our work on fractions. Most students are working
hard and doing well with the fraction lessons.
5th grade- We are starting Module 5 which focuses on volume,
area, and geometry.
**If your child is struggling, please make sure to take advantage of
the valuable resources that I have discussed throughout the year.
iReady, Zearn, and Embarc.online are all great resources.
Be on the lookout for third quarter report cards and information
about parent/teacher conferences.
Let’s all work together and finish out the 20-21 school year strong!!!

5th Grade ela/ss:
In Ms. Vanegas 5th ELA classes, we are tackling writing everyday
using our TEE writing strategy! Also, we are climbing up in reading
levels on iReady Reading! In Ms. Vanegas 5th Social Studies classes,
we are understanding how Jamestown came to be a successful
colony in the early stages of the United States. We are looking at
factors like geography and economy.
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6th Grade ela/ss:
WELCOME SPRING!
I can't believe how fast this year has gone. Our
students did such an amazing job with Benchmark 3
and it goes to show hard work pays off! I am proud
of everyone for doing their best and know that we
will continue progressing throughout the fourth
nine weeks.
Remember to check your child's planner and stay
on top of their assignments in Google Classroom. A
few VIRTUAL students still need to pick up ELA novel
and SS workbook for the fourth nine weeks.
We are reading The Witch of Blackbird Pond and
Analyzing the influences of Medieval Europe. Have a
wonderful Easter/Spring Break and enjoy your
family time.
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7th & 8th Grade Science:
Our seventh grade science students completed their first life
science bundles and have started their second: “Organisms and
Biodiversity.” At the same time, our eighth grade science students
have started their first life science bundle: “Growth and
Development of Organisms.” Both grades will focus on learning
life sciences for the remainder of this school year.

Our students completed their third and final district benchmark
exams. These exams are designed to not only test our student’s
knowledge of science, but to prepare them for their LEAP exams
scheduled after spring break. In preparation for the LEAP and for
all classes as well, it is important for our students to get the sleep
they need to give their best effort in class and when taking any
quiz, test, or exam.

In closing, please remind your child to charge their Chromebooks
before going to bed, to review their classwork at home 15 minutes
daily, to always be ready to give their best effort in class, and not
be afraid of answering a tough problem when called upon. With
only a little assistance from me they can answer any question I
give them. I know our students have experienced many challenges
during this past school year and I will continue to help them on
their journey to become a better global citizen.

Mr. Marshall
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Face Masks:

As we approach March, it is important to remember the importance of the COVID-19 safety
policies that have been put in place.
We are noticing that many students are leaving face masks at home. Parents, this should be
considered part of our school uniform. We recommend sending students with (2) masks each
day. Several families have extra masks in the glove compartment of the vehicles in the event
that a mask is left at home- we think this is a great idea. In addition, please be reminded that
masks should be cleaned daily and disposable masks should only be worn one time. While we
are on the topic of face masks, students are starting to wear the masks below their nose, on
their chin, or on an ear. Please find some time to review the importance of wearing the mask
appropriately.
We encourage parents to clean uniforms each day, and spray school bags and lunch kits often.
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sCHOOL sUPPLIES
In-person students need to have school supplies at
school. In addition to the school supplies on the
school supply list, all students need to have a
headset with microphone and face masks.
All students need a head-set or ear buds. Please
make sure to send a set with your child.
If your student has permission to travel to and
from school with a school-issued chromebook,
please make sure the device, charger and bag
are at school each day.

Click Here for the School Supply List
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Before & After- School Care:

We still have available spots open in child-care. Please see the
information in the flyer and contact Tammy if you would like to
register your child.
Click Here for the Flyer.

SPRING BREAK: APRIL 26

LAST DAY: MAY 26

SCHOOL RETURNS: APRIL 7
LEAP TESTING BEGINS:
APRIL 26

Contact Information:
(504) 887 - 0470 - School Office
(504) 887 - 5693 - School Fax
(504) 365 - 5304 - Student Technology Help Desk
facebook.com/bissonetbeavers
www.bissonet.jpschools.org

