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A Message from the School
Principal:
by Audrey A. Easley

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I am excited to welcome 2022! I am thrilled to start this new
year. Mrs. Suarez and I have been in all of our classrooms, and
it is evident that our teachers and students are working hard to
close learning gaps from the time lost due to COVID-19. It is
important that this practice continues at home. We need our
students reading at home, on a daily basis. Please find time to
embed a reading time into your home schedules. This can be
before dinner, after dinner or even before bedtime. Our
students have access to our wonderful school library. Please
make sure the books are placed in their school bags each day
so that they can check out new reading material. In addition to
reading, students have access to Clever. Clever is our single
sign on management system that allows students to have
access to a plethora of resources. iReady and Lexia are great
programs that can be worked on at home. We will continue to
send important updates and notices home to our families.
Please make sure you are checking red folders daily. We also
update our school Facebook page regularly.
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A Message from the School Principal Continued:
Bissonet Plaza is lucky to be staffed by some of the best teachers and paraprofessionals in
the state. All of our staff members work as a school team. Each team member is here to
help our families. If there is something that you need please don't hesitate to reach out to a
staff member. I want to encourage our families to reach out to your child's classroom
teacher/s regarding any questions about your child's academic progress. It is important that
these questions are addressed now, rather than at the end of the year. Students work daily
in Google Classrooms and Google Drive. Parents are welcome to login to their child's Google
account to check on the academic work that is being completed. This is a great opportunity
for parents and guardians to become active participants in their child's education, asking
questions about work and school topics. If you need help with your child's Google account
please contact your child's teacher or our school technology coordinator, Mrs. D
(christine.dauterive@jpschools.org).
As we enter the second half of the school year, I want to take this time to revisit a few
housekeeping tasks. I am noticing more students are tardy on a daily basis. Please make
sure all students arrive at school on time and ready to learn. Students must be in the
homeroom classroom at 7:45. Carpool families should be in the carpool line prior to 7:35.
When our students are rushing from the car to their respective classrooms- students tend
to become frustrated and upset. We want to ensure a positive start to the school day.
Please help us with this. As the cold weather continues, many of our students are in need of
warmer coats and sweatshirts. We have many sweaters, coats and sweatshirts that have
been left at school. Please write the child's name in the clothing item so that we can make
sure the items are returned to the child.
February is the start of our ELPT testing for our ESL students. These students and their
teachers have worked hard all year and are prepared for this assessment. Please encourage
your child to work hard. Our Mardi Gras break will take place February 28th - March 2nd.
While we won't be in the school building during this time, students are encouraged to
continue reading at home, on the parade route or on vacation. Please stay safe.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to me.
Sincerely,
Audrey A. Easley
Principal
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Online Consent
Form: Click Here

More Information:
Click Here
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Technology:

All K - 8th grade students have been issued a district chromebook to use
at school. These chromebooks are used for daily instruction, assignments
and projects. All Pre-K students have been issued an iPad. It is important
that we have a signed permission slip on file for ALL students. It isn't just
for those taking the device home. The agreement states that you are
giving permission for a child to use the device and agree to the
district's acceptable use of electronic equipment. If you need a
new form- please contact your child's teacher.
We are noticing that several students are misplacing their school-issued
chargers. Students without a charger must purchase a new one from our
school office. The cost of a new charger is $40.00. Please contact our
school if you need to purchase a new one.

Additional questions regarding technology, google accounts, etc...please contact Christine Dauterive, our school technology
coordinator.
She can be reached via email:
christine.dauterive@jpschools.org

Lost & Found:
Winter Jackets and Sweaters:
Please be sure to label your child's outerwear with their name. The PE
department has 2 big bags full of unclaimed jackets, water bottles and
lunch kits that are left behind on a daily basis. Please check with your
child to see if they are missing any items and have them check in our
lost and found bags to reclaim the item.
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Instructional Programs
All Bissonet students have access to Clever. Clever is a single sign on
website that allows students access to different educational apps and
websites that are used at school. Students have access to: iReady,
Lexia- Core 5, BrainPop & BrainPop Jr., Nearpod, Edulastic, Zearn,
LearnZillion, CKLA Hub, Stemscopes, WorldBook Online, Destiny
(Library Catalog), and so much more!
During the school year, we encourage ALL students to work on
iReady and Lexia for a total of 45 min. per subject each week.
Grades K-2 : iReady Math and Lexia Reading. Grades 3-5: iReady
Math and Reading and Grades 6-8 iReady Math only. If you have any
login issues, please contact: christine.dauterive@jpschools.org .

Why are we sharing this? It is important for our parents to be familiar
with this resource. We ask that parents assist their students with their
learning at home by making sure they know how to login to the
platform and access the programs the teacher assigns. In addition, we
ask that students complete additional time on the iReady and Lexia
programs- not just the time spent on the programs in the class. Zearn is
a valuable Math resource, as it is aligned to the Math curriculum used in
the classroom. If your child is struggling in Math- please talk to them
about logging in to Zearn.
Website: clever.com/in/jppss
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Pre-K News:
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
Thanks to all parents for making our Winter Party a big
success!!
Pre-K will take home progress reports in a few weeks…
Please continue to practice the skills we have been
learning. Letters Mm, Ss, Tt, Aa, Bb, Rr, Ff, Oo and Dd. Also,
rhyming words, syllables, patterns, shapes, counting to 20
and recognizing numbers to 10.
If your child is having difficulty with homework or if you
are concerned about any skills we have tested for the
progress report please contact your child’s teacher!!
Thank you all for your continued help and support.
Pre-K
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Kindergarten News:
Kindergarten has been working very hard learning how to
blend sounds into words. We have also learned many new
sight words. Now, we have started learning to write
sentences. Below are some tips you can use to help your child
write sentences at home.
Model writing simple sentences for them.
Say the sentence 3 times and count how many words are
in the sentence.
Draw a line for each word in the sentence.
Put a finger space between each line.
Start sentences with a capital letter.
Use sight words that we have learned in your sentences.
Inventive spelling is encouraged. (Students sound out the
word to the best of their ability, even if the spelling is
incorrect.)
End sentences with proper punctuation.
Reread sentences for errors.
Add a detailed picture to match writing.
Thank you,
Kindergarten Teachers

1st Grade:

Dear 1st Grade Families,
Your child is halfway to 2nd grade! Please continue to complete homework
each night and read the stories assigned in the Skills reader. Here are some
ideas on how to help your child in each subject.
Writing: Encourage your child to write, and provide fun opportunities for your
child to write at home. You may also promote writing by modeling “real world”
writing opportunities (e.g. thank you notes, grocery lists). Use these
opportunities to write together. Reflect on what you did as a family over the
weekend and write about it together.
Reading:
Read, read, read every day! Reading at home is critical in the development of
early literacy skills. There is a significant body of research that indicates
reading is one of the most important things a parent can do to help their child
develop language acquisition and a love of learning. When you are reading
with your child, discuss the book, the characters, and the important details.
Make predictions as you read, and create different endings to stories. Ask your
child questions about the text, and have them retell the story to you. Talk
about the book and the words in it. Identify words that your child may already
know, and pick out new and unfamiliar words to expand vocabulary. Visit your
local public library or the library at your child’s school.
Math:
Make math fun and meaningful for your child by looking for real world math
problems in your daily life. Use everyday objects for counting, sorting,
estimating, and creating story problems. Ask questions that require
mathematical thinking (e.g. counting, greater/less than, basic addition and
subtraction problems). Encourage your child to “keep trying” even when a
problem may be challenging, talk to them about how they find an answer to a
problem, and praise them for effort, resiliency, and perseverance even if they
aren’t getting the “right” answer.
Happy New Year,
1st Grade Teachers
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Second Grade:
Dear Second Grade Families,
We are halfway through the school year! Please continue to complete homework
and read for at least fifteen minutes a night.
ReadingWe are finishing our Domain on life cycles. Ask your child about the life cycle of an
oak tree, frog, butterfly, or about the water cycle! Next, we will be learning about
the Westward Expansion. This domain will introduce students to an important
period in the history of the United States– the time of westward expansion during
the 1800s. Students will learn why pioneers were willing and eager to endure
hardships to move westward.
MathWe are finishing up Module 4 which focuses on adding and subtracting three and
two digit numbers. Math homework is sent home every night for extra practice of
the lesson taught that day. On Fridays, your child receives a treat for completing all
pages of the math homework! Please encourage your child to set a time each night
to get the lesson done for that day.
Things to Remember:
-Homework should be completed and turned in every Friday
-Spelling Test are on Fridays
-Red Folders should be checked everyday for behavior
Thank you so much!
2nd Grade Teachers

Please email with any questions or concerns:
kaitlin.weidner@Jpschools.org
dana.peters@jpschools.org
katie.leingang@Jpschools.org
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Third Grade:
Happy New Year! We are almost halfway through the school year! We have just a few
reminders. Please check your child’s red folder and planner each day for important
notes and homework assignments. We are also asking for each child to have either
headphones or earbuds in class. We use computers daily and these are essential in
order to avoid disruption in the classroom. Thank you!
Math:
We are beginning Module 4 in math this month. In this module, students will be
exploring area and relating it to their prior knowledge of multiplication. Students will be
measuring and comparing areas of shapes and models as well as solving word
problems involving area. We have practiced multiplication facts 0-10. It is important that
students memorize their facts in order to apply them to future lessons in 3rd grade.
Students must master multiplication and division in 3rd grade. Please practice
multiplication facts at home using flashcards. Homework will be assigned 2-3 times a
week in the homework book. Zearn is also great practice at home if your child has
access to technology at home. Thank you for your
help!
Reading:
We are still reading Cajun Folktales for entertainment and learning about Louisiana
culture at the same time. We are becoming our own storytellers and writing friendly
letters. We will be reading a few new books: “Tops and Bottoms”, “Dear Peter Rabbit”,
and “Brer Rabbit” to learn more about the characteristics of rabbits!
In small groups we are working on building our reading fluency. We want to read
smoothly and accurately.
The best way to improve your reading skills is to read read read everyday!!!!!
Emails
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the office
and leave a message or send us an email. Thank you !
katie.wooley@jpschools.org
allison.kocsis@jpschools.org
jennifer.lambert@jpschools.org
robyn.mcmahon@jpschools.org
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4th:

Fourth Grade!
We have successfully completed our benchmark two major
assessments for all subjects. Our fourth graders worked
extremely hard, and we are very proud of them. With the third
quarter approaching soon, we are asking all parents to check in
daily with your students to make sure they have headphones,
sharpened pencils, homework assignment books, red
communication folders, and all other science, math, reading,
and social studies materials needed for class. It is extremely
important that all students are ready, prompt, and prepared
each day. When checking in with them, also have them
communicate to you all what they are learning about in their
classes. Students should be able to communicate what they
are learning about in school. We are looking forward to
learning more concepts, skills, strategies, and content in all of
our subjects. Please be on the lookout for our wonderful class
work.
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5th Grade
Math
We are starting Module 4 this month. We just finished module 3
which dealt with finding common denominators for fractions in
order to add and subtract them. We also worked on multiple step
problems involving fractions. The students have worked really hard
on this module and are getting very comfortable working with
fractions. The only thing I see slowing them down is their
multiplication facts. They would find common denominators a lot
quicker if they memorized their facts. Please review these with your
child every night at home to help them improve. In module 4 we will
begin with line plots and continue on to fractions as division
problems. Again, knowing their facts will greatly help. We will then
look at multiplication of whole numbers and fractions and work on
some word problems as well.
Science
We have recently finished a module on Food Webs and also taken
our Benchmark 2 test. We will start the next module which covers
Matter Cycles. Students enjoyed talking about the energy transfer in
food webs. Please remind students to review their Stemscopedia
before each test. In their Stemscopedia you will also find fun
projects to do at home with your child after every scope.
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5th Grade continued..
5Th ELA
Hello parents! We are in the midst of our Unit 2 novel The Birchbark
House. Students are thrilled to read this historical fiction text about
colonial America through the eyes of a clever, big-hearted little girl,
Omakayas. We are also reading related text to our anchor text like
Pedro’s Journal, which is an intriguing short text about Columbus’s
voyages through the point of view of a young crew member aboard the
ship. Soon, we will analyze an interesting poem called Columbus by
Joaquin Miller. Through these rich texts, students are learning literary
terms like point of view, figurative language, theme, and more.
5Th Social Studies
Fifth graders are learning about the earliest settlements in colonial
America, like Jamestown and Plymouth Colony. In addition, they are
learning what made these settlements successful in their
establishments and what made others fail. Students are learning about
European motivation to migrate to the new world and how that
impacted early America. Lastly, students are understanding how Native
American relations with Europeans were influential to our nation today.
5th homerooms:
Students need headphones to use with their technology. Please
inquire if your child has a pair.
Please check red folders daily
Student planners should be checked for assignments and
announcements
Behavior trackers should be checked and signed every week.
ELA/SS email: elaisa.vanegas@jpschools.org
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Middle School:
Math 6th Grade
Thank you all so much for the sweet treats and gifts given to me before
winter break. I also received some sweet birthday messages in the
Google Classroom while we were out. Your children are so thoughtful.
The students have been doing a great job in Module 3 Ratios. We have
completed our second Benchmark test and interim reports have been
distributed. It is important to sit and review your child’s progress with
them. Do not hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns. Ask
your child…..are you completing your iReady and Zearn, do you watch
the lesson videos when you are confused about a lesson, do you follow
the agenda when you are absent so that you do not fall behind. When
we wrap this module up, we will move on to Module 4 Rational
Numbers. This will be the first time that the students will be exposed to
negative numbers in math. They will be excited for sure.
Wishing you and your families a Happy New Year. Let’s make 2022 a
great year!
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Middle School News:
8th Grade Math:
Happy New Year! Thank you to everyone who gifted me presents
before the holidays took place. We have been working hard on
linear equations since we returned to school at the beginning of
the new year. I know that Covid has been on the high-rise lately
and that has affected us all I believe at home and in the
classroom!
We are still working with linear equations, but we are adding
constant rates and slopes to those equations. Please be sure to
look on your child’s Google Classroom for information on
everything we are doing each week! Also, please be sure that your
children’s Chromebooks are charged and ready for school each
day.
Thanks so much! - Ms. Brown
alexis.brown@jpschools.org

Algebra I :
Students continue to work in the Elevate program. Please talk to
your child about the importance of participating in class. Students
should be wearing headphones and working out all of the
problems. In addition, please encourage your child to ask
questions when needed.
Students have a project due Valentine's Day. This will count
towards the 3rd nine-weeks average. Extra credit videos can be
found in the Google Classroom.
Thank You,
Christine Dauterive and DebbieJo Guillot
Christine.Dauterive@jpschools.org

Physical Education:
American Heart Association- “Jump Rope For Heart” :
On Friday Feburary 11, 2022 our P. E. students will be participating in Jump
Rope For Heart during their assigned P.E. classes. Students have the
opportunity to earn great prizes through the American Heart Association
and Bissonet. The level of prize earned will be based on the total amount of
donations that are collected for this great cause. Donations can be
submitted online by registering your student at Heart.Org/KHC or
submitting them to Bissonet either online or in person.. Students can earn
a free JRFH wrist band just for registering. As students raise funds to help
all hearts be healthy they are also earning PE equipment for our school.

Life Skills Program:
The 6th thru 8th graders are in the process of participating in the
mandated Life Skills program. Students meet once a week during their PE
class inorder to participate in these lessons. Each LS lesson counts as a
weekly health grade for PE. All students are responsible for making up
whatever lessons are missed.

Safety Patrol:
Several of our wonderful 8th grade students have volunteered to
participate in our School Safety Patrol Team. These responsible students
help our teachers by monitoring several morning and evening duty
positions. THANK YOU SAFETY PATROL for helping keep Bissonet safe!
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Face Masks:

It is important to remember the importance of the COVID-19 safety policies that have been
put in place.
Face masks are no longer mandatory while on campus for students, teachers and staff;
however, face masks are encouraged. Visitors on campus and parents picking up students
are required to wear a face mask. Please continue practicing COVID-19 safety policies and
procedures.
We encourage parents to clean uniforms each day, and spray school bags and lunch kits
often.

JANUARY 2022

sCHOOL sUPPLIES
School Supply Lists are updated for the 2021 - 2022
school year. The link below has been updated to
reflect the new lists.
ALL students must have a personal set of
headphones to use at school. We recommend
purchasing (2) to have one set at home as a back-up.
Headphones tend to break over the school year and
families will be responsible for purchasing a new set.

Click Here for the School Supply List
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Before & After- School Care:

We still have available spots open in child-care. Please see the
information in the flyer and contact Jasmine if you would like to
register your child.
Click Here for the Flyer.

FEBRUARY 1: EARLY RELEASE
FEBRUARY 1: END OF 2ND NINE
WEEKS
FEBRUARY 9: REPORT CARDS
FEBRUARY 28: MARDI GRAS
HOLIDAY BEGINS

MARCH 3: STUDENTS RETURN
FROM BREAK
MARCH 23: INTERIM REPORTS

Contact Information:
(504) 887 - 0470 - School Office
(504) 887 - 5693 - School Fax
(504) 365 - 5304 - Student Technology Help Desk
facebook.com/bissonetbeavers
www.bissonet.jpschools.org

