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A Message from the School
Principal:
by Audrey A. Easley

Dear Families,
I can't believe we are publishing our December
newsletter. It feels like yesterday that we were
welcoming our students back on campus and
greeting them in the halls for the start of the
year. Now, we are decking our halls with winter
themed decorations. Our homerooms are
holding a door decorating contest, teachers are
working on planning winter parties and soon we
will be welcoming the new year, 2022. I can't wait
to see what the New Year brings for our school
community.
Continued on Page 2...
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A Message from the School Principal Continued:
Our Winter Break begins Wednesday, December 22nd. Students will return to school on
Tuesday, January 4th. Winter Break can be such a wonderful time. It can be a time of
gratitude, friendly smiles and ample opportunities to spend time with loved ones. I
encourage all families to use this break as an opportunity to spend quality time with each
other. When time allows, students have the opportunity to work on iReady, Lexia and
Zearn at home. These programs are accessible using the Clever Platform mentioned in our
technology section of the newsletter. I hope you take advantage of these opportunities,
especially for those students that may need some extra practice. If you need login
information, please reach out to your child's teacher or our school technology coordinator
prior to the break.
As the Winter season continues, we are noticing several of our students without the
appropriate outer clothing. Students need appropriate uniform sweatshirts when on
campus and inside of our classrooms. Pre-K and Kindergarten students should have a
solid purple sweatshirt, 1st- 5th grade students should have a solid red sweatshirt and
Middle School students should have a solid gray sweatshirt. We don't allow hoods on
sweatshirts. When the weather warrants a heavy jacket- students can wear a school
appropriate jacket, no color restrictions, to school and at P.E; however, students will not be
allowed to wear this inside the classrooms. Please make sure your child's name is written
inside the sweatshirts and jackets.
I want to take this time to inform you about the voluntary COVID-19 testing program
that is now being offered on our school campus. This program allows us to offer optional
rapid molecular COVID-19 testing at no cost to teachers, staff and students. In order for a
student to get tested, we MUST have parent/guardian consent on file. There are
incentives with the program. We have included a flyer on page 3 with more information.
The consent agreement can be found by clicking here.
Thank you in advance for your participation and your commitment to keeping our school
community safe and healthy. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out
to me.
Sincerely,
Audrey A. Easley
Principal
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Online Consent
Form: Click Here

More Information:
Click Here
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Technology:
All 1st - 8th grade students have been issued a district chromebook to use at
school. These chromebooks are used for daily instruction, assignments and
projects. It is important that we have a signed permission slip on file for ALL
students. It isn't just for those taking the device home. The agreement
states that you are giving permission for a child to use the device and
agree to the district's acceptable use of electronic equipment. If you
need a new form- please contact your child's teacher.
We are noticing that several students are misplacing their school-issued
chargers. Students without a charger must purchase a new one from our
school office. The cost of a new charger is $38.00. Please contact our
school if you need to purchase a new one.

Additional questions regarding technology, google accounts, etc...- please
contact Christine Dauterive, our school technology coordinator.
She can be reached via email: christine.dauterive@jpschools.org
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Instructional Programs
All Bissonet students have access to Clever. Clever is a single sign on
website that allows students access to different educational apps and
websites that are used at school. Students have access to: iReady,
Lexia- Core 5, BrainPop & BrainPop Jr., Nearpod, Edulastic, Zearn,
LearnZillion, CKLA Hub, Stemscopes, WorldBook Online, Destiny
(Library Catalog), and so much more!
During the school year, we encourage ALL students to work on
iReady and Lexia for a total of 45 min. per subject each week.
Grades K-2 : iReady Math and Lexia Reading. Grades 3-5: iReady
Math and Reading and Grades 6-8 iReady Math only. If you have any
login issues, please contact: christine.dauterive@jpschools.org .

Why are we sharing this? It is important for our parents to be familiar
with this resource. We ask that parents assist their students with their
learning at home by making sure they know how to login to the
platform and access the programs the teacher assigns. In addition, we
ask that students complete additional time on the iReady and Lexia
programs- not just the time spent on the programs in the class. Zearn is
a valuable Math resource, as it is aligned to the Math curriculum used in
the classroom. If your child is struggling in Math- please talk to them
about logging in to Zearn.
Website: clever.com/in/jppss

Literacy:
Students in grades PK-8 will each receive a FREE book to take home.
These books were donated by the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation. As
part of the literacy program, they will distribute 500,000 free books to
various Title I schools. Bissonet was fortunate to receive books from this
program.
We have received enough books for each student to have 1 book. This
book will be sent home with your child sometime in the month of
December. The book can stay home.
Our school Library is open. Students have the opportunity to visit the
school library during the week to check out a book, or two. Please make
sure these books are returned back to school.
We encourage all of our parents/guardians to become an active
participant in your child's reading experience. Families can read to and
with children, especially in the lower grades. Families can ask questions
about the books that are being read.
If you have any questions about the book that was donated, please
contact: christine.dauterive@jpschools.org
Happy Reading!
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Pre-K News:
Thanks for sending in donations for our Thanksgiving feast!! The
children got a chance to celebrate this special time with their Bissonet
family! They all loved the turkey and especially the pumpkin pie with
whipped cream!
Stay tuned for information regarding our Winter Activities coming
soon!
Please continue to complete homework daily and check folders for any
important messages. Send a snack and water each day.
We will continue to learn letters, sounds, patterns, rhyming words,
numbers 1-10 and measurement.
In the next few weeks we will continue with these letters…
Mm, Ss, Tt, Aa, Rr, Pp and Bb.
Please read to your child each night and discuss their favorite part!!

Thanks for all your do! Pre-K
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Kindergarten News:
Kindergarten has started learning letter sounds and sight words. We need
help from parents practicing at home. You can work on one letter sound at
a time, referring to the weekly parent news. There are also many amazing
phonics videos that can be found online. This can be a quick and fun way to
review learning done at school. Sight words can be a little trickier to learn. I
have listed some strategies below for you to use. Choose a strategy that
works for your child.
Word of the Day: tape one or two words written on an index card to your
child’s bedroom door, as family members pass or enter the room, ask them
to touch the word and say it aloud.
Jump to Read: write the words your child is practicing in chalk outside,
spend five to ten minutes a day jumping from word to word and calling
them out.
Rainbow Writing: have your child practice writing sight words with different
colors.
Shaving Cream: Spread shaving cream onto a plastic tray and write the
words with your finger.
Tic Tac Toe: Play tic tac toe (using two sight words instead of x and o).
Note of the Day: Each day write your child a short note (1-3 sentences).
Include the words they are practicing. Ask them to circle those words in
crayon.
Memory: create pairs of sight words and play memory.
Sight Word Detective: look for sight words in your favorite story each night.

1st Grade:

Dear Parents,
The ability to recall number facts instantly is called fact power.
Instant recall is indeed a powerful tool, for it facilitates computation
with multi-digit numbers. Fact power is also essential in solving
multistep problems. We call 0-facts, 1-facts, and doubles the “easy”
addition facts and there are 44 of them in all. Most children have no
problem with instant recall of these facts. This leaves 56 remaining
facts. Because these 56 facts include all of the turn-around facts, like
2 + 3 = 5 and 3 + 2 = 5, there are really only 28 other facts that
children need to learn. We have listed these 28 facts below in hopes
that you will assist your child as much as possible in having an
instant recall of these facts. Your child has been taught strategies
for remembering most of these facts, such as the plus-9 shortcut and
the doubles-plus-1 and doubles-plus-2 strategies. Frequent oral drills
give children a chance to practice with the facts, so please do so as
much as you can.
As always, your assistance is greatly appreciated.
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Second Grade:
Happy Holidays!
In Math, we have just started Module 4, which focuses on addition and
subtraction within 200 with word problems to 100. It’s important that all
students have a good grasp on basic addition and subtraction facts to help
them understand the concepts in this Module. Please continue to quiz your
child on basic facts. Car rides are a great time to practice these facts! Nightly,
all students have math homework, which includes finishing the Zearn lesson
for the day’s lesson. If you have internet access, Zearn is a great resource to
help your child review the lesson from each day!

In Reading we have also started a new domain, “The War of 1812”. This
domain is a student favorite! It will introduce students to an important period
in United States history. They have fun learning about important figures such
as James and Dolly Madison. All read alouds read in class are posted to google
classroom daily to listen to at home. We are also working on reaching our
mid-year Lexia goal. All students should be on level 11 of Lexia by the end of
December. If you have internet access, logging into Lexia nightly will help
them reach their goal! Thanks for all of your support!

Please email with any questions or concerns:
kaitlin.weidner@Jpschools.org
dana.peters@jpschools.org
katie.leingang@Jpschools.org
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Third Grade:
Our third graders are continuing to work on their multiplication facts in
MODULE 3 this month. They should have mastered facts 2, 3,4 and 5 in MODULE
1. We are now continuing to work on strategies to solve facts 6, 7, 8, and 9 in
MODULE 3. Please practice math facts daily with your child. We practice every day
in class, but extra practice at home is helpful. Third graders must master all
multiplication facts by the end of third grade. Please check your child’s planner for
homework assignments and upcoming math quizzes or tests.
We are also working on strategies to solve word problems. At the end of
MODULE 3 we will be solving two-step word problems using multiplication,
division, addition, and subtraction. If you have technology at home, please have
your child work on Zearn or IREADY for 15 minutes each night. THANK YOU!
In reading we are beginning Unit 2. Our new book is titled “Lapin Plays Possum”
and it is a cajun folktale. (Lapin means rabbit in French.) We will read all about
Compere Lapin and Compere Bouki as they fall for each other’s tricks! That’s not
all! We will also read about other rabbit characters in folktales like Peter Rabbit,
Brer Rabbit, and Hare. We will write opinion papers as well as another narrative.
After our Unit 2 study, we will cook up a batch of cajun gumbo just like Bouki does
in the book!
Every third grade student needs to work on their reading fluency--(reading
smoothly and accurately). You can help with this by making your child read for 20
minutes every night. Your child has books from the school library that they can
read!!!
Emails
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the office
and leave a message or send us an email. Thank you !
katie.wooley@jpschools.org
allison.kocsis@jpschools.org
jennifer.lambert@jpschools.org
robyn.mcmahon@jpschools.org
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Welcome to Fourth Grade!
Ms. Griffin’s ELA/SS News

4th:

In ELA, we started our new unit; American Revolution. So far,
we read two informational texts about the American
Revolutionary War. Some of the reading skills and writing
techniques we learned about are summarizing, academic
vocabulary, and text features. We will apply these skills and
techniques into our second culminating writing activity. We will
write an opinion piece on whether or not we believe the
colonists were justified in breaking free from Britain and
declaring war.

In social studies, we are busy learning about the events leading
up to the American Revolutionary War. We have gained social
studies knowledge on the following...The French and Indian
War, The Stamp Act, Tea Act, The Boston Massacre, The Boston
Tea Party, The Coercive Acts, and The Battles of Lexington and
Concord. Next, we are going to learn about how we went from
being under Great Britain’s rule to forming our own new
nation, The United States of America. Please continue to be on
the lookout for our USA Studies Weekly publication. We will use
these resources to help us navigate through our study on
“Governing a New Nation.”
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4th Grade Continued:
4th:
Math/Science with Mrs. Ricciardi
In math, we are halfway through Module 3 learning about multiplication and we
will begin division this week. It is very important that your children know their
multiplication facts and continue to practice them daily. They can use flashcards,
flipbooks, Xtra math (in Clever), etc. Be sure to check your child’s agenda daily
for homework assignments and quizzes.
In science, we have been exploring changes on Earth’s surface which are caused
by plate tectonics. Some of the learning we do is from reading informational
texts and watching videos. However, most of the learning in science is through
hands-on explorations and class discussions. Please encourage your child to
fully participate in class so they can come home and tell you all about their
learning! They had so much fun creating models to show how mountains and
earthquakes form using graham crackers and marshmallow fluff. They especially
enjoyed eating their “tectonic plates” too!
Reminders: Check your child’s red folder daily for important papers. If your child
is absent, have them login to the Google classroom to see which lessons we are
working on and to complete assignments. Students are given time to work on
iReady and Zearn lessons at school, however they may need to finish at home.
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5th Grade

5th Grade Math
5th grade is finishing up Module 2 and will be taking a major
assessment the first week of December. We are also getting ready
to take Benchmark 2 in January. Module 2 covered a lot of long
division which the students are getting better at. It would really help
if the students had their multiplication facts memorized as it makes
it easier for them to divide if they already know their facts. Please
practice multiplication facts every day with your child. They will need
them for our next module as well. We will begin module 3 the
second week of December. This module covers fractions, and
knowing their multiplication facts will make it easier for them to find
equivalent fractions.
5th Grade Science
We just finished Bundle 4 in science which covered Interactions in
Matter. The students really enjoyed doing the experiments in class
and working in groups. We will begin Bundle 1 which talks about
Matter and Energy Flow in an Ecosystem. Students will discuss how
we get energy and where we get energy from. We will continue to
work in groups and discuss as we do our experiments. Please make
sure your child is reviewing their Stemscopedia before the
assessments we take for each scope of Bundle 1.

.
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Middle School Science:
Seventh & Eighth Grade Science:
Our eighth grade students have finished with their Physical Science bundle and
completed their first scope in their first Earth and Space Science bundle,
“Geologic History of Earth.” Our seventh grade students will complete their last
Physical Science scope, “Energy Transfer and Temperature,” before the winter
break and begin their study of Earth and Space Science after. Seventh grade
students will spend 31 class days studying Earth and Space Science this year and
eight grade students will spend 59 class days studying this topic.
Eight grade students will continue their study of “The History of Planet Earth” and
start their study of “Earth’s Materials, Systems, and Natural Hazards” after the
winter break. Seventh grade students will begin their study of Earth and Space
Science solely on “The Role of Water in the Earth’s Surface, and Weather, and
Climate” begin the winter break.
Seventh grade students will use their study of physical science to understand
how chemical reactions and energy transfer in temperature affects our weather,
our climate, and the use of our land. Eighth grade students will use their study of
physical science to understand how the structure and properties of matter have
affected Earth’s history, resources and systems. Both seventh and eight graders
will apply their knowledge to predict how our lives will be affected by Earth
processes and its history presently and within their lifetime.
Please encourage your child to relax and enjoy this time away from school while
simultaneously looking at the world around them through the eyes of a scientist
and global citizen. Your child is making progress in my class in their own unique
way and my sincere wish is for them to always do their very best.
Mr. Marshall
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Middle School News:
6th Grade Math:
The sixth graders did a great job over the last few weeks working on
expressions and equations. Module 4 is preparing the students for 7th
grade and pre algebra. By mid December, we will take a major
assessment on Module 4 and Benchmark 2. Our next module focuses on
ratios. Please check the student progress center weekly for updated
grades. Your child should be working on iReady and Zearn daily to close
learning gaps and review current lessons. The Google Classroom is a
great place to look for math resources and assignments.

8th Grade Math:
Happy December!
We’ve almost made it through the first semester of school. I’m so happy
to be working with such eager and positive-minded students. This month
we are going to be continuing our understanding of the Pythagorean
Theorem, while incorporating new concepts to further our understanding.
We will be working in a new module (7).
All of your child’s important news or any assignments are posted on
GoogleClassroom WEEKLY. Please be sure to check there for any
information your child may need if he/she is absent. Also, I am seeing a lot
of issues with students not completing their iReady/Zearn assignments
that I give ample time in class to complete most days. This is considered
their homework for the week, and there is a weekly grade taken for this.
They have to get 45 minutes on iReady and pass one lesson. On Zearn,
they must complete 2 missions. They submit this in Google Classroom
when this has been completed.
**If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
alexis.brown@jpschools.org.
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Middle School News:

Algebra I
Students continue to work in the Elevate Program for Algebra I
coursework. Students have a project that can be completed at home.
This project will count for a major test grade. The project is due prior to
leaving for the Winter Break. Students also have the ability to view 8th
grade Math and Algebra I videos for extra credit. These videos are
posted in the Algebra Google Classroom.

Middle School Emails:
alexis.brown@jpschools.org
felice.bonin@jpschools.org
gina.muralles@jpschools.org
allison.marshall@jpschools.org
susan.smith@jpschools.org
suzanne.wellmeier@jpschools.org
stephanie.schmidt@jpschools.org
jessica.carmean@jpschools.org
Christine.Dauterive@jpschools.org - Algebra I Classroom Coach
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Face Masks:

It is important to remember the importance of the COVID-19 safety policies that have been
put in place.
Face masks are no longer mandatory while on campus for students, teachers and staff;
however, face masks are encouraged. Visitors on campus and parents picking up students
are required to wear a face mask. Please continue practicing COVID-19 safety policies and
procedures.
We encourage parents to clean uniforms each day, and spray school bags and lunch kits
often.
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sCHOOL sUPPLIES
School Supply Lists are updated for the 2021 - 2022
school year. The link below has been updated to
reflect the new lists.
ALL students must have a personal set of
headphones to use at school. We recommend
purchasing (2) to have one set at home as a back-up.
Headphones tend to break over the school year and
families will be responsible for purchasing a new set.

Click Here for the School Supply List
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Before & After- School Care:

We still have available spots open in child-care. Please see the
information in the flyer and contact Jasmine if you would like to
register your child.
Click Here for the Flyer.

DECEMBER 10: IREADY
DIAGNOSTIC WINDOW OPENS

JANUARY 3: STAFF PD DAY, NO
SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

DECEMBER 10: 8TH GRADE
GIRLS MOVIE NIGHT: 6:30
(FREE), 8TH GRADE GIRLS
ONLY.

JANUARY 4: STUDENTS RETURN

DECEMBER 23-31: WINTER
BREAK

JANUARY 12: INTERIM REPORTS
JANUARY 17: DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR.HOLIDAY, NO
SCHOOL

Contact Information:
(504) 887 - 0470 - School Office
(504) 887 - 5693 - School Fax
(504) 365 - 5304 - Student Technology Help Desk
facebook.com/bissonetbeavers
www.bissonet.jpschools.org

