Mudbug Monthly
From The Principal’s Desk

Web Sites
http://jpschools.org/st.pierre
http://menus.jppss.k12.la.us/cafeteriaMe
nus

Dear Mudbug Families,
Happy November! Our students really seemed to enjoy this past week’s Kindness
is Cool! spirit activities. Of course they always love any opportunity to “dressdown—or up,” but these activities weren't just about showing off a new outfit or
fancy shoes, it was about showing kindness and consideration for others.
In addition to the dress-downs, each day had a theme; and each day during
morning announcements I reminded students of the theme of the day and of
ways we could all show kindness to one another, not only on these days, but
every day. Then, at the end of each day, during carpool dismissal, I asked the kids
about their kind acts or acts of thoughtfulness. When they spoke about it, there
was joy in their eyes, each one telling me how good it made them feel to be kind.
WOW! I am so thankful for the wisdom and the BIG hearts of these little people.
I am also VERY, VERY thankful for the administration, faculties, and staffs at
Gretna Academy and Ruppel Academie Francaise. Both campuses have
welcomed us with open arms and so generously shared their space and
resources. We love our temporary homes!
Finally, I am thankful for the support we have received from our mudbug
families. I want to thank everyone who has consistently followed the new carpool
protocols— even though it’s challenging — showing consideration for our duty
teachers and other parents.
Remember, it’s cool to be kind — just ask the kids!

Ray St. Pierre Academy
for
Advanced Studies
Temporarily housed @
815 Huey P Long Ave
Gretna, LA 70053
PH: 504.347.4739

Dates to Remember
11/1 Saints Dress-down
11/8 Saints Dress-down
11/12 End of 1st Qtr.
11/15 Saints Dress-down
11/16 Picture Retakes

11/17 Q1 Report
Cards Issued

*11/24 — 26
Thanksgiving Break
*(3 days: W, Th, F)

Have a wonderful November!
Sincerely,

Londa Foster
Mission Statement
It is the mission of St. Pierre Academy to nurture academically independent learners
by challenging students to become critical thinkers, proficient writers, and socially and
morally responsible members of the world community.

PRE-K NEWS - Mrs. Jones & Mrs. Verneuil
The Pre-K students are looking forward to learning lots of new
things in November! They will continue to learn more letters such as
M, G, T and N, as well as their letter sounds. Our little mudbugs will
also be expanding their vocabulary with many new sight words.
In math, the students will learn many
different shapes, as well as, length, width,
height, weight and capacity.

In social studies, the students will learn
about Native Americans, Pilgrims, and the first Thanksgiving. We will
also learn about monsters and manners!
November will certainly be filled with lots of learning!!!
Lastly, we would like to wish a very Happy Thanksgiving to all of
our Pre-K families!!!

KINDERGARTEN NEWS - Mrs. Grantham & Mrs. Leblanc
Mrs. Grantham and Mrs. LeBlanc would like to welcome all of our mudbugs back to
school! Even though we are in a new location since the storm, we are so excited to see you
here at school to continue the learning we started in August!
Kindergarten has been busy, busy, busy! We are certainly enjoying the wonderful
topics we have been covering in our reading program, CKLA Knowledge. We have learned all
about our 5 senses and even had a taste test to experience all the different flavors our
tongue can taste. We used our noses to be smell detectives to figure out mystery
scents. It was a lot of fun!
In CKLA Skills, we are learning to blend sounds to make words and we are also reading
and writing those words! Kindergarten is rocking in our learning shoes! Be sure to review
your child’s spelling words nightly and read every single day! As always, feel free to
contact us with any questions or concerns you may have.

FIRST GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Begault & Mrs. Marquette
In ELA, students transition from reading nonfiction and practicing informational writing to comparing and contrasting similar stories from different
countries. They will continue to focus on characters, setting, and plot. Students will retell stories
accurately from the beginning to the end. In skills,
students will continue to decode one syllable words,
read tricky words, and identify proper nouns.
In math, students will continue working in Module
1 and build fluency in addition and subtraction
facts. They will use unknown addends to subtract
and count on to add and subtract. Students will end
the module with finding the unknown in addition and
subtraction equations relating three whole numbers.
In social studies, students will examine the geography theme of location. Location can be relative or absolute. They will learn how to use cardinal directions and the compass rose to read a
map. Students will also investigate physical characteristics of a place including continents,
oceans, landforms, and bodies of water. This includes learning about climates and biomes.
In science, students will build on their knowledge of how nature influences some of the behaviors and inventions of people from studying plant survival. They will learn how plant survival
helps people create and adapt. They will also learn important survival skills for people by studying plant survival.

SECOND GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Brewer & Mrs. McElhannon
Second grade has adjusted well to our new temporary location We are so thankful to Ruppel Academie Francaise for welcoming us.
We have had a blast in science! We used baking soda and vinegar to make our “volcano”
erupt. After each eruption, we used clay to show the difference in the layers of land. Be
sure to keep all worksheets for study materials. Check out the pictures!
In math, we will be comparing numbers to 1,000. Be sure to
check out the math videos on Google Classroom so you can see
what we are learning in class. The Homework Helpers are a
great resource, too. If your child needs extra help in math,
please make sure he/she watches the math video for that
lesson for extra support at home.
In Knowledge, we are learning about The Ancient Greek
Civilization in Domain 3. We also have videos for each story
read in class on Google Classroom. Check it out! Be sure to
save worksheets for study materials.
Be sure to check the study guide and homework sheet for
what students need to know each week.

THIRD GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Couvillon & Mrs. Washington
We continue to do great things in 3rd grade!
In math, we are continuing to work on multiplication and
division sentences. Please have your child work on division and multiplication fluency daily. We are now working on our module on time and measurement.
In science, we are beginning our life science bundle on
environmental and inherited traits, as well as adaptations.
In English, we are continuing our unit The Stories Julian Tells and then starting a new unit called Cajun
Folktales.

As for social studies, we are learning about Native
Americans of Louisiana.
Please check our Google Classroom for resources,
homework, study guides, and other updates.

FOURTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Covey & Mrs. Kleppner
The 4th grade teachers are super proud of all of our students! This was not the way we
planned our school year to go, but the 4th graders are getting used to their new temporary
surroundings at Ruppel very well. Keep it up, Fabulous 4th Graders!
This month, in ELA, we will conclude our Hurricanes Unit with a third person narrative
writing assignment. Then, we will move on to our unit on the American Revolution. Remember
that all Wordly Wise assignments should be completed in the workbook from now on.
In social studies, we will begin our unit on European Exploration and Colonization. Students
should complete their Studies Weekly Study Guides, as they are a part of the final
Studies Weekly quiz grade.
In science, students will finish the scope on Rock Patterns, as well as begin our new scope on
Changing Land. Use the Stemscopes App in Clever and the study guide to help review for tests.
Students will begin their study of Conversions and Problem Solving with Metric Units
(Module 2) in Math. Please be sure your child studies his or her multiplication and division
facts every night, as this will help them
to be more successful with the multiplication and division concepts they will
learn in 4th grade. Students can use the
Zearn App in Clever to review concepts
learned in class. Zearn follows the Eureka
Math curriculum, so if you need more practice, please use this resource.
Don’t forget to have your child
complete a minimum of 100 First in Math

FIFTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Alapure & Mrs. Gibbs
After a whirlwind October, our 5th grade mudbugs are leaving the scientific process behind
and diving deeper into the world of Native Americans with our new novel, The Birchbark
House by Louise Eldrich, which follows a year in the life of a young Ojibwa girl.
We are mirroring this in social studies by exploring the earliest settlers in North America and
what happens when two very different civilizations
collide. In both subjects, grade five is writing,
writing, writing as Europeans “discover” the New
World, and the “Old” people who already live there.
In math, fifth graders are moving forward and
working hard on Module 2. They will be learning the
standard
algorithm for multi-digit whole number multiplication,
decimal multi-digit multiplication and measurement
word problems with whole number and decimal multiplication.
In science, we will be working on mixtures, which
will be the last scope of Bundle 4: Interactions in
Matter, and we will be starting on the new bundle,
Matter and Energy Flow in an Ecosystem.
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