MUDBUG MONTHLY
From The Principal’s Desk

Web Sites
http://jpschools.org/st.pierre
http://jpschools.org/Page/294

Dear Mudbug Parents,
LEAP testing will begin for students in grades 3-5 at the end of this month. LEAP
Parent Meetings will be held virtually as we move closer to the testing dates. You
will be notified once the actual dates are determined. In an effort to accommodate
working parents, meetings will begin at 5:30 P.M.
Third quarter awards will be sent home in blue folders the week after we return
from Spring Break.
Enjoy the long weekend with your families.

Sincerely,

Londa M. Foster

Ray St. Pierre Academy
for
Advanced Studies

537 Avenue D
Westwego, La 70094
PH: 504.347.4739
Fax: 504.348.3707

Dates to Remember
4/1 Fun Thursday
4/2—4/6 Spring Break
4/7 Chick-fil-A Night
4/22 Spring Pictures
4/26—5/7 LEAP
TESTING
Grades 3—5
4/29 Kindergarten
Graduation Pictures
4/30 Fun Friday

Mission Statement
St. Pierre Academy's mission is to create
independent,
responsible learners by developing critical thinking skills,
self-reliance, and
proficiency in
writing, technology, literacy, fluency and conceptual
understanding across curricula.

PRE-K NEWS - Ms. Grillot & Ms. Jones
This month, the students will learn about eggs and new life. We will continue to introduce word families and practice reading and writing sentences.
In math, the students will begin working on kindergarten math skills.
In science, the students will study farm animals and products we get from the farm. We will
also learn how to compost and grow crops.
Be on the lookout for information regarding our End-of-Year program. Due to Covid
restrictions, our program will be different this year, but we are still excited to put on a show
for our families! Instead of an in-person performance, we will share a video with our families
on May 24th. The students will sing, dance, and have lots of fun as we practice this month!
The month of April promises lots of exciting learning opportunities for our little ones.

KINDERGARTEN NEWS - Mrs. Grantham & Mrs. Leblanc
4th quarter already? We can hardly believe it! Even though this school year has been
challenging, it’s been filled with lots of learning! We are still working hard each and every day!
In CKLA Skills, we are reading stories and answering questions in complete sentences
and continuing to work on phonics skills including reading words with digraphs and consonant
blends. We have been learning about colonial towns and townspeople in CKLA Knowledge. The
students have enjoyed traveling back in time to learn how
things used to be long ago.
We will soon be moving on to our unit on taking care of
the Earth. This unit ties into our science curriculum perfectly
because we are learning about how organisms change their
environments.
In writing, we are finishing up our unit on opinion
writing. We have some really good writers in Kindergarten!
They are able to write 4 sentences on a topic which is
awesome! We will be moving on to writing personal narratives
next.
In math, we are learning the foundations of place value
by exploring teen numbers. Kindergarten Rocks!

FIRST GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Begault & Ms. Evans
The last domains in CKLA Knowledge focus on America becoming a new nation and the exploration of the frontier. Students will expand their knowledge of
American history through read-alouds. Students will continue to broaden their vocabularies and expand their writing skills as they apply their knowledge in writing.
In CKLA Skills, students will continue with Unit 6. As they continue to decode
words, they learn about tricky spellings, spelling alternatives, and spelling patterns. The decodable reader, Grace, provides many opportunities to read twosyllable words and sound out words with tricky and alternative spellings.
As we enter the last quarter in math, students explore with geometric shapes
in Module 5. Students relate geometric figures to equal parts and name the parts as halves and
fourths. At the end of Module 5, students will apply their understanding of halves to tell time to
the hour and half-hour. Students will then move into Module 6 where they will use the strategies
they have learned throughout the year to add and subtract two-digit and single-digit numbers
within 100.
In social studies, students will learn about goods and services in a community. They will also apply their knowledge about Earth as they take a closer look at landforms and bodies of water.
The focus in science will be on communicating
with light and sound. Students will learn that
vibrating materials can make sound and that
sounds can make materials vibrate.

SECOND GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Brewer & Mrs. McElhannon
Happy April! Our second graders are having fun learning as usual. Students had a blast with our science experiment. They had balloons with mystery objects inside. They
had to work with their group using observable properties to
determine what was inside. It was a great learning experience. Our online Mudbugs had their supplies and were able to
participate too. Their parents filled the balloons so they
could participate in the same way the in-class students did.
We also love playing outside for recess when the
weather allows us to. Students work so hard and deserve their play time.
We learned a lot about the human body in CKLA Knowledge. It was so much fun! We are all
going to eat healthier after learning how to do it!
Enjoy your spring break, but send your Mudbugs back to us
because we have much more to teach them!

THIRD GRADE NEWS - Ms. Couvillon & Mrs. Washington

In math, we are working on data and then moving
on to geometry and measurement. Please have your child
work on division and multiplication fluency daily. Our
fluency drills will be continuing with division but will be
mixing with multiplication.
In science, we are moving on to our new bundle:
Objects and Motion. Please review vocabulary words and
other sources on STEMscopes
with your child.

In English, we are finishing our
unit on the Louisiana Purchase by
reading and writing tall tales and
about Lewis and Clark’s exploration.
In social studies, we are learning about
Louisiana’s economy and challenges facing Louisiana.

FOURTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Covey & Mrs. Kleppner
Welcome, Spring!
We wish the 4th graders a wonderful Spring Break with their
family and friends. It’s hard to believe that it’s April already!
The 4th grade students still have a lot more to do and learn
before the school year is over.
In science, the students will be learning about wave
energy, as well as wavelength and amplitude.
In math, we will continue our work using decimals. The
students will continue the unit on Greek Mythology in ELA and
begin their projects this month.
In social studies, a new unit will be introduced on
Advancements in Technology.
The 4th grade students will start taking the LEAP
test at the end of this month. They have been preparing all
year; we know they are going to do great!
The students will take the ELA and Math sections of the
LEAP April 26 – 28 and the Science and Social Studies
sections May 3 – 5.

FIFTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Gibbs & Mrs. Loyola
In April, Grade 5 is still in the run up to the American
Revolution, in social studies. It's tyranny, taxes and tea parties as we get acquainted with all the key players on the
political stage. Hooray for Revolt, Revere and the Republic!
In ELA, every day is someone's UN-birthday, as
we continue to delve into the rich world of fantasy literature
along with C.S Lewis, Lewis Carroll, Ogden Nash and Frances
Hodgson Burnett. Students are learning that great works of
literature have universal themes and lessons about right and
wrong that stand the test of time. We are also exploring how
an author can show us what’s in a character's head, and trying
our own hands at writing fantasy from an alternate character's point of view.
Fifth graders had a fun time exploring the engineering
constraints of protecting a city from a hurricane. Hurricane
Katrina and New Orleans was the model for this activity.
Students worked in "Engineering Teams" to create a plan to
protect the city from future hurricanes AND stay within a
budget. It was a challenge!
In science, we will continue discussing the human impact
on Earth and conservation efforts.
In math, we will finish our geometry unit with coordinate planes. Students usually enjoy
playing Battleship to review the graphing skills.
As we get closer to LEAP testing, we will begin reviewing skills that have been learned this
school year. When this begins, Math and science homework will be packets of review work.

MUDBUG LIBRARY - Mrs. Drake
Many of you will be happy to know that we have begun the Accelerated Reader program.
Students can read books from our school library, their teachers’ classroom libraries, the Jefferson Parish Public Library, and books you have at home to participate in the program. Once
your Mudbug finishes a book, he or she can go through Clever to the AR website to take quizzes. Students earning an 85% or above will receive a ticket to go in the classroom AR Jar.
Those tickets will be used for reward programs. Ready, Mudbugs? Get set. GO READ!

Winners of
week 3/1

Winner of
week 3/8

Winners of
week 3/15

Winners of
week 3/22

19

26

18

25

4/26—5/7

Gr. 3 – 5

LEAP Testing

12

27

20

13

Spring Break

Spring Break

11

6

5

4

Tue

Mon

Sun

28

21

14

7

Wed

Spring Break

Fun Thursday

Kindergarten
Graduation Pics

29

Spring Pictures

22

15

Fun Friday

30

23

16

9

2

1

8

Fri

Thu

April 2021

24

17

10

3

Sat

