MUDBUG MONTHLY
From The Principal’s Desk

Ray St. Pierre
Academy

Web Sites
http://jpschools.org/st.pierre
http://menus.jppss.k12.la.us/cafeteriaMe
nus

Dear Mudbug Families,
Happy November! This is the month that has been designated as the month in
which we actively declare the things we are thankful for. Hmmmmmm – what a
challenging year this has been! BUT – we are, after everything, still standing
strong, and that’s a LOT to be thankful for!
I am VERY thankful for the amazing staff at Ray St. Pierre Academy who have
stepped up to accomplish things we hadn’t even thought about a year ago. I am
thankful for the support of our parents, who have shown our teachers so much
appreciation and understanding. I am thankful for the efforts of our a-home
learning partners and for the return of even more in-person learners who
returned to school this week.
We have been very successful in maintaining a safe and healthy campus since
our return in late August. To that end, I ask that you please continue to reiterate
to your children the importance of social distancing and the proper use of face
coverings while at school, and to provide positive models at home of the
protocols we have put in place to keep our doors open and our classrooms full.
Have a wonderful November!
Sincerely,

Londa Foster

for

Advanced Studies
537 Avenue D
Westwego, LA 700794
PH: 504.347.4739
Fax: 504.341.4087

Dates to Remember
11/3 Election Day—
NO SCHOOL
11/4 Chick-fil-A Night
11/9 Saints Dress Down
11/9-12 Student Council
Campaigns

11/11 Report Cards
Issued

11/11—13 Parent/Teacher
Conferences
11/12 Uniform Picture retakes
11/13 Student Council
Election
11/16 Saints Dress Down
11/19 Santa Pictures
11/23 Saints Dress Down

11/25—27
Thanksgiving Break

11/30 Saints Dress Down

Mission Statement
St. Pierre Academy's mission is to create
independent, responsible learners by
developing critical thinking skills,
self-reliance, and proficiency in writing,
technology, literacy, fluency and conceptual
understanding across curricula.

PRE-K NEWS - Ms. Grillot & Ms. Jones
The Pre-K students are looking forward to learning lots
of new things in November! They will continue to learn
more letters such as M, G, T and D as well as their letter
sounds. Our little mudbugs will also be expanding their
vocabulary with many new sight words. In math, the
students will learn how to use a ten frame. We will also
continue to count The Math Way. In social studies, the
students will learn about Native Americans, Pilgrims, and
the first Thanksgiving. We will also learn about dinosaurs!
Although November will be a short month, it will certainly
be filled with lots of learning!!!
Lastly, we would like to wish a very Happy Thanksgiving
to all of our Pre-K families!!!

KINDERGARTEN NEWS - Mrs. Grantham & Mrs. Leblanc
Mrs. Grantham and Mrs. LeBlanc would like to welcome back all of our mudbugs coming
back to school in person! We are so excited to see you here at school! Kindergarten has been
busy, busy, busy! We are certainly enjoying the wonderful topics we have been covering in our
reading program, CKLA Knowledge. We have learned all about our 5 senses and even had a
taste test to experience all the different flavors our tongue can taste. We used our noses to
be smell detectives to figure out mystery scents. It was a lot of fun! In science, we are
wrapping up our scope on plant needs. We were scientists doing experiments with broccoli
plants to see the effect of water and light on the plants. In CKLA Skills, we are
learning to blend sounds to make words and then we are reading and writing those
words! Kindergarten is rocking in our
learning shoes! As always, feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you
may have.

FIRST GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Begault & Ms. Evans
In ELA, the first grade students are
moving from fiction to nonfiction reading as
they explore the Early World Civilizations
domain in CKLA Knowledge. Students will
continue to enhance their vocabulary and build
on their writing skills while they write about the
different civilizations. In CKLA Skills, students
will continue to decode words, read tricky
words, learn sound/spelling correspondences,
and identify common and proper nouns. Students will apply these skills when they read
their decodable reader, Gran. The reader will

provide many opportunities for improving
comprehension and answering questions in complete sentences. In math, students will be
working in Module 2. In this module, they move from problem solving within 10 to working
within 100.This module will also have students working with decomposition (take from a ten)
and composition (make a ten). The purpose of decomposing and composing ten will lay the
foundation for a deeper understanding of place value units. In social studies, students will
learn to sequence events while they learn the meaning of past, present, and future. Students
will also expand their knowledge of the history of the first Thanksgiving. They will discuss
reasons the pilgrims came to America and what life was like for them in a new land. In science,
students will continue to build on their knowledge of how nature influences some of the
behaviors and inventions of people from studying parts of plants. In addition to learning how
the parts of plants help people create and adapt, they will learn important survival skills by
studying plant survival.

SECOND GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Brewer & Mrs. McElhannon
Second grade has been working hard. We are writing daily. Some second graders are
talking about becoming authors. That would be
fantastic! We are reading about The Ancient
Greek Civilization. It’s great to see students so
interested in the stories. Second grade is so
awesome that we turned a school evacuation into
a learning opportunity. We have been studying
about plants and how they grow. Students found
seeds and discussed how they could be spread to
make new plants grow. They also collected leaves
in groups of ten. We counted by tens to see how
many we needed to make it to 100, 200, etc.

THIRD GRADE NEWS - Ms. Couvillon & Mrs. Washington

We are continuing to do great things in 3rd grade! In math, we are continuing to work on
multiplication and division sentences. Please work on division and multiplication fluency daily.
We are finishing our module on time and measurement. In science, we are continuing our life
science bundle on environmental and inherited traits, as well as
adaptations. In English, we are
starting a new unit on Cajun
Folktales. We are also working on
writing pieces in class. As for
social studies, we are learning
about Native Americans of
Louisiana. Please check our Google
Classroom for resources,
homework, study guides, and
other updates.

FOURTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Covey & Mrs. Kleppner
ELA will wrap up the Hurricane unit and move into the American Revolution unit where
students will debate which side was correct. Social
studies will begin our unit on the American Colonies.
That means, for a brief time, ELA and social studies
will collide in their study of the American Revolution
and the events that led up to the war for independence. In science,
students will continue observing the changing land and
move on to plate tectonics. In math,
students will work on multi-digit multiplication and long
division. We will also calculate area and
perimeter. Making sure your Mudbug knows his or
her multiplication facts will ensure
success. One way to get extra practice is to make sure
your Mudbug is completing 100 First in Math stickers
per week.

FIFTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Gibbs & Mrs. Loyola
First, Ms. Loyola would like to encourage all 5th graders to practice their
multiplication facts. Multiplication facts will be the foundation for what they will be learning
as the year progresses and it is vital to the students’ success to be fluent in them! In math,
students will be working on multiplication and division of whole numbers. We are leaving
matter behind, in science, and moving on to food webs and energy. As we approach
Thanksgiving, ELA and social studies will explore what happens when European culture meets
ancient American civilizations. In ELA, we will focus on the perspective of Native Americans
while using the novel The Birchbark House, and in social studies, we will study European
explorers.

Gifted News—Ms. Comeaux
During the month of October the Gifted students worked on the topic “mindset”. They
now know that the brain grows as it struggles to learn something new.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Coach A & Coach Dean
Football is way more fun to watch when everyone knows the rules! In PE, we are learning
the rules and history of football. All students can go to the PE Google Classroom to see our
presentation about football. What can students do with all that knowledge? Why use it to
cheer for the Saints of course! Who Dat!

Library—Mrs. Drake
Has your Mudbug joined his or her Library Google Classroom yet? There is one Google
Classroom each for Kindergarten, 1st Grade, and 2nd Grade. There is one Google Classroom for
each homeroom teacher in 3rd Grade, 4th Grade, and 5th Grade. In it, you will find the “Word
of the Week.” There will be a word that describes a positive character trait featured each
week. The challenge is to write a sentence using the “Word of the Week” that demonstrates
understanding of its meaning while using correct grammar and punctuation. The EXTRA
challenge is to apply that definition to school. Each week a “Wordsmith” who has met the
challenge successfully will be chosen. Will the next “Wordsmith” be your Mudbug?

Week 1 Winners

Week 2 Winners

A Note from Nurse Kim
Here is an informational flyer from the Department of Jefferson Parish Health
Services. Please contact Nurse Kim if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s
health. kimoanh.vu@jpschools.org
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