MUDBUG MONTHLY
From The Principal’s Desk

Web Sites
http://jpschools.org/st.pierre
http://jpschools.org/Page/294

Dear Mudbug Parents,
As we come to the close of another school year, I want to thank you again
for the incredible amount of support, cooperation, understanding, and patience you
have shown this year. At the end of last year, I remember writing that we were
looking forward to returning in August to a “hopefully more normal school year in
21-22,” but we got Ida instead. Nothing returned to normal, and in fact it became
even less “normal.” Who would’ve thought that could be possible?? Well, we made
the best of it and are scheduled to begin our return to the Westwego campus beginning in June.
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Dates to Remember

5/4 Chick-fil-A Night
5 /5 K Cap & Gown Pics
5/6 Fun Friday
5/7 Daddy/Daughter
Dance
5/9 K Field Trip
That being said, depending upon the result of THIS WEDNESDAY (5/4) EVENING’s 5/9—5/20 LEAP
school board vote, where will we be returning to??? Will we return to our beloved
Ray St. Pierre Academy? Or will there possibly be some other name on the front of
our building?

TESTING

5/16 K Field Trip
5/18 Interims issued
For those of you who are new to St. Pierre Academy and may not know our history,
Cane’s Night
we opened in 2009 as Marrero Academy due to the vision of our District 3 board
5/20 Field Day
member, Ray St. Pierre. Mr. St. Pierre faithfully served Jefferson Parish as a
teacher, coach, administrator and board member for over 40 years until he passed
PK Field Trip
away in 2017. He had the vision for an ASA school for the students in his district,
5/26 Parents & Popsicles
so they might have the same opportunities as other students throughout the dis5/30 Memorial Day trict. There were ASA schools in Metairie and Gretna, but none to support and
Student Holiday
challenge the high performing students in District 3. Because of his vision, there is
6/1 5th gr Biz Town
an elementary advanced academy that supports the students from Waggaman,
Avondale, Bridge City, Lafitte, Marrero and Westwego.
6/3 PK Breakfast
3rd gr Field Trip
In September of 2017, the Jefferson Parish school board unanimously voted to
6/6 K Show Off Day
rename our school in his name, and before the close of the year we were Ray St.
Pierre Academy. We ARE Ray St. Pierre Academy because of him; it’s only fitting
6/7 5th gr Moving On
the school should carry his name. I am asking you once again to PLEASE stand toCeremony
gether with us at Wednesday evening’s board meeting proudly wearing your RSPA
6/8 Early Release 11:40
spirit shirts at 6:00 P.M. to show your Ray St. Pierre Academy pride and dedication.
6/9 Early Release 11:40
This will be our last chance to express our unified plea to keep our school’s name.
Last Day of School
If you would like to speak at this meeting, please arrive BEFORE the meeting is
6/10 Teacher’s Records
scheduled to begin (6:00 PM) and complete a comment card. You can speak on this
Day
issue either under Agenda Item 5.1 (Second Readings) or Agenda Item 9.1 (Public
6/13 Report Cards
Comment). Even if you do not wish to speak, your presence will speak volumes.
Mailed home
Mission Statement

It is the mission of St. Pierre Academy to nurture academically independent learners by
challenging students to become critical thinkers, proficient writers, and socially and

morally responsible members of the world community.

PRE-K NEWS - Ms. Jones & Mrs. Verneuil
In May and June, the students will continue to learn word families and review all letters, sounds
and sight words. In math, the students will continue practicing kindergarten skills to prepare for
next year. In science, the students will be busy learning how plants grow as well as learning about
sea life and summer safety.
We also look forward to our second field trip to the Children’s Museum this month! We
have a lot of fun days planned in June as the students celebrate moving up to kindergarten! More
information will be sent home about this soon. It is an exciting time in Pre-K!
We have had a very busy and productive year and the children have learned so much in
preparation for kindergarten! We would like to take this opportunity to thank our Pre-K parents for allowing us to be a part of their child(ren)’s life and supporting us throughout the
year. We have truly enjoyed working with each and every one of our
students and we hope they have a great summer!!!

KINDERGARTEN NEWS - Mrs. Grantham & Mrs. Leblanc
We cannot believe May is already here! We have had a wonderful year with your
babies! Even though the end of the school year is near, we are still working hard each and every day in kindergarten. We continue working on first grade reading skills including
comprehension and the all important word attack skills and phonics rules. We want our
students to be the best readers they can be, so please continue to read daily to your children and have them read to you! You will be pleasantly surprised at how well the
students are doing with oral reading. Many of them are reading with expression, which makes
us super proud!
In math, kindergarteners continue to sharpen their addition and subtraction skills. We
are also working with teen numbers to give us a good foundation in place value.
In writing, we are beginning to learn how to write personal narratives, as well as
making sure our sentences tell a complete thought, begin with capital letters, and have the correct punctuation mark at the end.
Please continue helpomg your child review spelling and sight words daily. Many of our
students are forgetting how to spell basic sight words when writing.
We had a terrific time on our field trips to the Swamp Tour and the Children’s
Museum. We are looking forward to our trips to Sugar Roots Farm and the Rivertown
Planetarium and Science Museum.
Be on the lookout for information regarding Show-Off Day T- shirt order forms for
adults will be coming home soon.

FIRST GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Begault & Mrs. Marquette

In this last quarter of CKLA Knowledge, students will listen to some familiar and not so familiar
fairy tales and tall tales. They will use their
knowledge from this domain to help them understand stories in this genre and apply this knowledge
in their writing.
In CKLA Skills, students will apply skills they
have learned throughout the year to decode unfamiliar words as they read independently and respond
to questions with text-based evidence. They will
expand their writing skills by incorporating conjunctions, commas, and noun-verb agreement in their
sentences.
Now that we have entered the last module in math, students are using the
strategies they have learned throughout the year to add and subtract two-digit and
single-digit numbers within 100. They will continue to extend their understanding of
tens and ones. Students have already had some experience with dimes and pennies in
Module 4, they will now be introduced to nickels and quarters in Module 6. They will use
their knowledge of tens and ones to explore decompositions of the values of coins. As
preparation for second grade, students will work with more challenging word problems.
They will be taught to look for context clues such as
“more or less” to help them determine how to solve a
problem, a skill that will help them tremendously in second
grade.
Students will end their first-grade year in social
studies by learning about civics and government and
changes in history with transportation and communication.
The focus in science will end with different forms of
communication.

SECOND GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Brewer & Mrs. McElhannon
Second grade has so many learning opportunities in May.
In math, we will learn about time, shapes, and fractions as equal parts of
shapes. We had fun drawing graphs last month! Students are enjoying their friendly
competition in First in Math, too!
In ELA, we are going to read the book Stories Julian Tells and learn and write
essays about story elements like characters’ motivations, traits, and actions. We will
also learn more about the central message of a story.
What do plants and animals need to survive? Well, we will answer that question in
science. Finally, in social studies, we will learn about founders, historic figures, citizens, and solving problems in a community.
Check out the photos of a social studies activity and students diligently learning
with their chromebooks! If you would like to see more second grade fun, check out our
2nd grade photos in Google Classroom.

THIRD GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Couvillon & Mrs. Washington
In math, we will finish our last module on geometry after LEAP testing is completed.
Continue to practice division and multiplication fluency daily, even though that may not be
our current focus. Students will need these skills to be successful on the LEAP and in grade
4. Also, please make sure your child is completing homework assignments and First in Math.
Students should be utilzing the RDW strategy whenever completing word problems on their
homework assignments.
In science, we will finish our last bundle of force and motion after LEAP.
In ELA we are transitioning to a 4th grade unit, Hurricanes! Students will read literary
and informational texts to learn about hurricanes and their impact on Louisiana.
In social studies, we are reflecting on the unique qualities of Louisiana we have learned
about throughout the year.
Please continue to check Google Classroom for weekly agendas, homework, and study
guides.
LEAP is May 9-11 and 16-17. Please make sure your children are well-rested and get
to school on time. We want our mudbugs to do their very best! Below are the eight tips for student
success on LEAP posted on the Jefferson Parish website:
1. Fuel and rest
2. Breathe and relax
3. Look over the test
4. Read each question carefully
5. Consider all of the answers in the multiple
choice questions
6. Be thorough in constructed response and
essay questions
7. Don’t get stuck on tough questions (skip it and come
back to it)
8. Use extra time wisely (check over ALL of your answers)

FOURTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Covey & Mrs. Kleppner
Our scientists will continue their energy unit by investigating light energy. Our mathematicians will move into their geometry unit and investigate the properties and relationships between lines, triangles, angles, etc.
Our 4th grade ELA scholars will wrap up their Greek mythology unit and move into the
first unit of the upcoming 5th grade curriculum! Our historians will move into their last and final unit on technology, where they will learn about technological advancements in medicine,
communication, and transportation.
As LEAP approaches, keep the following in mind:
1. 4th grade LEAP will be given May 9-11, and May 16-18.
2. Please make sure your child is present and on time during testing. This will
ensure that they will get to test with their classmates and won't have to make
up any part of the test.
3. Please make sure your child eats a good breakfast each morning before testing.
4. Students must turn in ALL cell phones and smart watches for testing. These
will be returned to them once testing is over each day. If possible, it might
be a good idea for these items to remain home throughout the duration of
testing.

FIFTH GRADE NEWS - Mrs. Alapure & Mrs. Gibbs
It is so hard to believe we are here at the end of the
year. You should all be proud of our 5th grade Mudbugs who
have worked hard in difficult circumstances. They have kept
their distance from their friends, their masks on, and, most importantly, their humor intact.
May is here at last and all thoughts turn to LEAP! One final “hurdle” to clear and Mudbugs are ready to sprint into the future. We have been in "LEAP review mode" to prepare for the
tests and we are confident that our 5th graders are prepared to
do well.
We are rounding out our year in social studies with a final
DBQ on the French and Indian War.
In ELA, we are learning about the spirit of enterprise with
our unit on
Steve Jobs. Maybe he will inspire a mudbug to be the next big
tech wunderkind!
In math, we will finish out the year with some 6th grade skills we did not cover during
the school year.
In science, we will learn about the types of scientists and what they do while we also
work on our "Genius Hour" projects. Students selected a topic they want to become geniuses
in, research the topic, and give a Google Slides presentation to their peers.
We will miss our 5th graders and we wish them success as they go forward to middle
school. Au Revoir, mes amis!!

Talented Visual Arts— Ms. Teixeira
Our Talented Artists have a lot to be proud of this past year. We have
painted, drawn and collaged our way through the elements of art. We showed our
artwork to the community by participating in two district-wide art shows. Our
first art show took place at the National World War II Museum. The theme was
“Women in War.” We created portraits of important female veterans from
World War II and made our own renditions of the famous Rosie the Riveter
poster. In our second art show at the Audubon Zoo, we showed our abstract
sculptures and paintings inspired by great artists. We showed appreciation for
art around the world with colorful Colombian casitas. We were inspired by our
fellow artists and are looking forward to new projects next year!

Talented Theater—Ms. Macko
The 4th and 5th grade Talented Theatre students have been working hard to memorize dialogue,
blocking, and using the Performance Elements while rehearsing and performing short plays. They did a
WONDERFUL job making their characters come to life by using their facial expressions, body language,
voice, projection, and timing, which is essential in dramatic pieces! Bravo!
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