
WHATWILLMYCHILD LEARN IN FIFTH GRADE?

READING
1. Rich and Challenging Texts

Fifth graders read rich and challenging fifth grade-level texts closely, proficiently, and independently.

EXAMPLES (STORIES):
Alice'sAdventures inWonderland by Lewis Carroll
TheSecretGarden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Wherethe Mountain Meetsthe Moon by Grace Lin

EXAMPLES (POEMS):
"Dust of Snow" by Robert Frost
"Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf" by Roald Dahl
"The New Colossus" by Emma Lazarus

EXAMPLES (INFORMATIONAL TEXTS):
Hurricanes:Earth'sMightiest Stormsby Particia Lauber
A History of Us by Joy Hakim
Horsesby Seymour Simon

2. Explaining the Text
Fifth graders explain what a story, play, poem, or informational text says and make inferences
("read between the lines") using details and quotes from the text.

3. Identifying Themes
Fifth graders summarize a text and identify the theme or main ideas of a story, play, poem,
or informational text based on details in the text.

4. New Vocabulary
Fifth graders read and understand new vocabulary, including general academic vocabulary and
vocabulary in specific subject areas like science or social studies.

EXAMPLES:
Academic vocabulary includes words that are found in texts across subject areas, such
as relative,vary, and formulate
Subject area vocabulary includes words that relate to a field of study, like biology, such
as mitosis and chromosome

5. New Words and Phrases
Fifth graders use different strategies to understand new words and phrases. For example, they use
context as a clue, common Greek and Latin roots as a clue, and consult a dictionary online or in
print.
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6. Developing a Topic
Fifth graders explain how an author develops a topic and supports it with reasons and evidence.

WRITING
7. Opinion Pieces

Fifth graders write an opinion piece that supports a point of view with reasons and information.

8. Examining a Topic
Fifth graders write papers that examine or explain a topic and present information clearly. They use
examples, facts, and details to develop the topic and organize the information in a logical way.

9. Writing Stories or Narratives
Fifth graders write stories or narratives about real or imaginary experiences. They establish a
situation and develop story elements such as characters, a well-sequenced plot, and descriptive
details to help the narrative come alive.

10. Supporting Evidence
Fifth graders include evidence from text to support thinking and conclusions.

11. Applying Grammar Rules
Fifth graders use conventional capitalization, punctuation, and spelling and apply the rules
of grammar to written work.

12. Using Technology
Fifth graders - with guidance from adults - use technology to produce writing and to work with
others on writing.

13. Typing
Fifth graders comfortably type at least two pages in a single sitting.

LISTENING & SPEAKING
14. Class Participation

Fifth graders participate in class discussions about complex 5th grade topics and readings. They
are prepared to share ideas, ask and answer questions, and draw conclusions from the discussion.

15. Summarizing Ideas
Fifth graders summarize ideas that another speaker makes and explain how each claim is support
by reasons and evidence.

16. Giving a Presentation
Fifth graders give a well-organized presentation about a topic or a reading or present an opinion.
They support ideas with facts and descriptive details. Fifth graders speak clearly and audibly and
include multimedia or visuals to more clearly and effectively express information.

REFERENCES:
Content provided by ParentToolKit.com



( .
17. Rules of Spoken English

Fifth graders learn and apply the rules of spoken English.

EXAMPLES:
Use verb tenses correctly, including the "perfect" tenses (I had walked; I have walked;
I will have walked.)
Use conjunctions (and, but, or) and conjunction pairs (neither/nor, either/or) correctly

RESEARCH & INQUIRY
18. Research Projects

Fifth graders conduct short research projects to gather information from print and digital sources.

19. Taking Notes
Fifth graders take notes and summarize or paraphrase the material and provide a list of sources.

ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, MULTIPLICATION, DIVISION
1. Multi-Digit Whole Numbers

Fifth graders quickly and accurately multiply multi-digit whole numbers. They divide whole numbers
(up to four digits) by two-digit numbers.

EXAMPLE:
Solve 4,824 -:- 12. Explain or illustrate how you solved this problem.

2. Understanding Place Value
Fifth graders extend understanding of place value: in a multi-digit number, a digit in one place
represents 1/10 of what it represents in the place to its left, and ten times as much as it represents
in the place to its right.

3. Comparing Decimals
Fifth graders read, write, and compare decimals to the thousandths place, using the
symbols> (greater than), and < (less than).

EXAMPLES:
Read this decimal number: 23.002.
Write two and sixty-two thousandths as a decimal number.
Which sign makes this statement true? 5.389 _ 5.420
The researcher is measuring bacteria that have grown on samples of unrefrigerated food.
She counts 73.343 million bacteria in Sample A, 73.431 million bacteria in Sample B,
and 74.399 million bacteria in Sample C.Put the samples in order, from greatest amount
of bacteria to least. Explain or illustrate how you put these samples in order.

4. Decimal to the Hundredths
Fifth graders add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to the hundredths.
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5. Understanding Exponents
Fifth graders understand what an exponent is. For example, the '2' in 1/102" indicates how many
times to multiply the number by itself.

6. Solving Word Problems
Fifth graders solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions.

EXAMPLE:
The fifth grade class is assembling a 600-piece jigsaw puzzle. They started yesterday and put together
100 pieces, just one-sixth (1/6) of the puzzle. Today, they put together 400 pieces. What fraction of the
puzzle is complete? Draw a picture AND write out the math to show how you solved the problem.

7. Solving Word Problems
Fifth graders solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of word problems.

8. Finding the Common Denominator
Fifth graders solve word problems involving the addition and subtraction of fractions with different
denominators (bottom numbers) by converting them to fractions that have the same denominator,
called a common denominator.
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EXAMPLES:
The tallest girl in the fifth grade class is 517/8inches tall. The tallest boy in the 5th grade
class is 491/z inches tall. What is the difference in their heights?
After the party, there are two bowls of lemonade left over. One bowl has 118 of a gallon in it.
The other contains 1/z of a gallon of lemonade. A friend saysyou should try to combine the
two into a one-gallon container because the lemonade will spill over the top. Do you agree?
Why or why not?

9. Multiplying Fractions
Fifth graders solve word problems involving multiplication of fractions by other fractions and
multiplication of fractions by mixed numbers (a whole number and a fraction, such as 11i4 or 2%).

EXAMPLES:
In the middle school orchestra, 113 of the student musicians playa string instrument. Of
the students who playa string instrument, % play the violin. What fraction of the orchestra
plays the violin?
In the morning of their field trip to the apple orchard, the fifth graders picked % of a bushel
of apples. After lunch at noon, they picked 21/z times as many apples. Will all of the apples
they picked in the afternoon fit into a two-bushel crate? How do you know?

10. Dividing Unit Fractions
Fifth graders divide unit fractions (fractions with 1 as the numerator or top number) by whole
numbers. They divide whole numbers by unit fractions.

EXAMPLE:
If 3 people share 1/z Ib of chocolate equally, how much chocolate will each person get?
Explain or illustrate how you solved this problem.
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17. Rules of Spoken English
Fifth graders learn and apply the rules of spoken English,

EXAMPLES:
Use verb tenses correctly, including the "perfect" tenses (I had walked; I have walked;
I will have walked.)
Use conjunctions (and, but, or) and conjunction pairs (neither/nor, either/or) correctly

RESEARCH & INQUIRY
18. Research Projects

Fifth graders conduct short research projects to gather information from print and digital sources,

19. Taking Notes
Fifth graders take notes and summarize or paraphrase the material and provide a list of sources,
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ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, MULTIPLICATION, DIVISION
1. Multi-Digit Whole Numbers

Fifth graders quickly and accurately multiply multi-digit whole numbers. They divide whole numbers
(up to four digits) by two-digit numbers.

EXAMPLE:
Solve 4,824 -;-12. Explain or illustrate how you solved this problem.

2. Understanding Place Value
Fifth graders extend understanding of place value: in a multi-digit number, a digit in one place
represents 1/10 of what it represents in the place to its left, and ten times as much as it represents
in the place to its right.

3. Comparing Decimals
Fifth graders read, write, and compare decimals to the thousandths place, using the
symbols> (greater than), and < (less than).

EXAMPLES:
Read this decimal number: 23.002.
Write two and sixty-two thousandths as a decimal number.
Which sign makes this statement true? 5.389 _ 5.420
The researcher is measuring bacteria that have grown on samples of unrefrigerated food.
She counts 73.343 million bacteria in Sample A, 73.431 million bacteria in Sample B,
and 74.399 million bacteria in Sample C.Put the samples in order, from greatest amount
of bacteria to least. Explain or illustrate how you put these samples in order.

4. Decimal to the Hundredths
Fifth graders add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to the hundredths.
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5. Understanding Exponents
Fifth graders understand what an exponent is. For example, the '2' in "102" indicates how many
times to multiply the number by itself.
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6. Solving Word Problems
Fifth graders solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions.

EXAMPLE:
The fifth grade class is assembling a 600-piece jigsaw puzzle. They started yesterday and put together
100 pieces, just one-sixth (1/6)of the puzzle. Today, they put together 400 pieces. What fraction of the
puzzle is complete? Draw a picture AND write out the math to show how you solved the problem.

7. Solving Word Problems
Fifth graders solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of word problems.

8. Finding the Common Denominator
Fifth graders solve word problems involving the addition and subtraction of fractions with different
denominators (bottom numbers) by converting them to fractions that have the same denominator,
called a common denominator.
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EXAMPLES:
The tallest girl in the fifth grade class is 51% inches tall. The tallest boy in the 5th grade
class is 491-'2inches tall. What is the difference in their heights?
After the party, there are two bowls of lemonade left over. One bowl has 1/aof a gallon in it.
The other contains 1-'2of a gallon of lemonade. A friend saysyou should try to combine the
two into a one-gallon container because the lemonade will spill over the top. Do you agree?
Why or why not?

9. Multiplying Fractions
Fifth graders solve word problems involving multiplication of fractions by other fractions and
multiplication of fractions by mixed numbers (a whole number and a fraction, such as 1% or 2%).

EXAMPLES:
In the middle school orchestra, 113 of the student musicians playa string instrument. Of
the students who playa string instrument, % play the violin. What fraction of the orchestra
plays the violin?
In the morning of their field trip to the apple orchard, the fifth graders picked % of a bushel
of apples. After lunch at noon, they picked 21-'2times as many apples. Will all of the apples
they picked in the afternoon fit into a two-bushel crate? How do you know?

10. Dividing Unit Fractions
Fifth graders divide unit fractions (fractions with 1 as the numerator or top number) by whole
numbers. They divide whole numbers by unit fractions.

EXAMPLE:
If 3 people share l-'2lb of chocolate equally, how much chocolate will each person get?
Explain or illustrate how you solved this problem.



11. Multiplying by Fractions
Fifth graders understand that multiplying a number by a fraction less than one will result in
an answer less than the number - for example, 12 x % = 9. They understand that multiplying

(" a number by a fraction greater than 1/1" will result in an answer greater than the number - for
example, 12 x 21/2 = 30.

DATA & MEASUREMENT
12. Converting Units and Fractions

Fifth graders convert units and fractions of units within the same system of measurement.

EXAMPLE:
How many minutes is 1--'2 of an hour? Explain or illustrate how you solved this problem.

13. Multi-Step Unit Conversion Problems
Fifth graders solve multi-step word problems using conversions of different-sized standard
measurement units.

EXAMPLE:
I have 75 cm of ribbon. I need seven times as much ribbon to complete a project. How
many more meters of ribbon do I need? Explain or illustrate how you solved this problem.

14. Using a Line Plot
Fifth graders solve problem using information (in fraction units) presented in a line plot.

(
'-

GEOMETRY
15. Understanding Volume

Fifth graders understand volume as the measurement of the space inside a three-dimensional or
solid figure. They use the formulas length x width x height or base x height to measure the volume
of a three-dimensional or solid object with rectangular Sides like a cube. Fifth graders measure
volume to solve real-world problems.

EXAMPLE:
A rectangular container of ice cream has a length of eight inches and a height of four inches.
What is the volume of the container expressed in cubic inches?
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