
WHAT WILL MY CHILD LEARN IN THIRD GRADE?
-_._---------------_ .._ ..__ ._._._--_._-----_ ...._-----_._-----_._--

READING
1. Determining Meaning of Unknown Words

Third graders use a variety of strategies for determining the meaning of unknown words.

EXAMPLES:
e Use what a sentence says to figure out the meaning of an unknown word or phrase in

that sentence (use context clues to determine the meaning of a word)
e Use an understanding of prefixes and suffixes to figure out what words mean (eg. heat!

preheat, care/careless)
" Use resource materials (like glossaries and dictionaries) to determine the meaning of

words and phrases

2. Figurative Language and Relationships
Third graders understand figurative language and word relationships.
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EXAMPLES:
" Know the difference between literal and non-literal meanings of words and phrases (eg.

"take steps", "something's fishy")
Explain the differences in shades of meaning among related words (knew, believed,

/' suspected)
( c Use what is known about root words to understand new words with the same root

(company, companion)

3. Read Third Grade Text Fluently
Third graders read grade level text fluently and with expression, without pausing to figure out words
and phrases.

4. Paying Attention to Details
Third graders pay close attention to the details in a text, getting information from the words,
illustrations, and graphics.

EXAMPLES:
" Who is telling this part of the story? What can we learn about the main character from

his actions? How is this illustration similar to the illustrations in other books in this
series? Why did the main character react that way? What. in the text makes you think so?

o What is the main idea of this article? How do you know? What does this diagram show
us? Why is a photo included in this part of the article?

5. Retelling Stories
Third graders retell stories, fables, folktales, and myths from many cultures and use details from
the text to explain their central message .
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6. Comparing and Contrasting Texts
Third graders compare and contrast two tests about the same topic or written by the same author.

7. Making Connections
Third graders describe the connections between specific sentences and paragraphs and the overall
text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a series).

8. Engaging with a Variety of Texts
Third graders actively engage with a variety of rich and challenging texts to build a foundation
of knowledge in literature, science, social studies, and other subjects.

EXAMPLES:
~ Charlotte's Web by E. B. White
~ Tops & Bottoms by Janet Stevens
¢ A Medieval Feast by Aliki

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles
c Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11 by Brian Floca

WRITING
9. Basic Rules of English

Third graders use basic rules of English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

EXAMPLES:
Explain the function of nouns (people, places, things, or ideas), verbs (words that
describe an action or state of being) and adjectives (descriptive words) in sentences
Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue
Spell common words correctly, use spelling rules and patterns when writing words.
Use dictionaries to check and correct spelling

10. Writing Structured Stories
Third graders write a story with a clear beginning, middle, and end, using dialogue and description.

11. Informational Pieces
Third graders write an informational piece that introduces a topic, groups related information clearly,
uses facts and details, and ends with a concluding statement or section.

12. Opinion Pieces
Third graders write an opinion piece that introduces a topic or text, states an opinion, clearly
organizes, and explains the reasons for the opinion.

13. Using Technology
Third graders produce and share writing using technology (including keyboarding skills) with
guidance and support from adults.

LISTENING & SPEAKING
14. Presenting Information Orally

Third graders speak in complete sentences with appropriate detail at an understandable pace
when presenting information orally.
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15. Participating in Conversations
Third graders participate in conversations about topics and texts being studied, listening carefully
to the ideas of others, and asking and answering questions in order to gather more information or
deepen understanding of the topic.r:
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16. Main Ideas & Supporting Details
Third graders determine the main ideas and supporting details from media presentations or books
read aloud.

RESEARCH & INQUIRY
17. Short Research Projects

Third graders independently conduct short research projects to gather information from print and
digital sources and build knowledge about a topic.

18. Take Notes and Sort Information
Third graders take brief notes and sort information into categories.
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NUMBERS & PLACE VALUE
1. Multiplying Numbers

Third graders understand what it means to multiply numbers - for example: 5 x 3 can be thought
of as the total number of objects in three groups where each group contains five objects - or the
total number of objects in five groups where each group contains three objects. They relate the
concept of addition to multiplication.

EXAMPLE:
5 x 3 = 15 is the same as
5 + 5 + 5 = 15

2. Times Table
Third graders know the times table. By the end of third grade, they quickly and accurately multiply
anyone-digit number by any other one-digit number.

3. Multiplication and Addition
Third graders use knowledge of addition to understand that 4 x 7 is the same as (4 x 5) + (4 x 2).

EXAMPLE:
4 x 7 = 28 is the same as

4 4
x 5 + x 2
20 8

4. Dividing Numbers
Third graders understand that dividing numbers can be looked at as separating numbers of objects
into equal groups .



5. The Relationship
Third graders understand the relationship between multiplication and division.

EXAMPLE:
if 9 x 3 = 27

then 2779 = 3
and 27 73 = 9

6. Division and Unknown
Third graders solve division problems involving an unknown. For example, they can solve 27 79= ?
by thinking 9 x ? = 27.

7. Understanding Place Value
Third graders use understanding of place value to add, subtract, multiply, and divide multi-digit
numbers.

EXAMPLES:
256 864

+ 167 - 247

8. Solving Word Problems
Third graders solve word problems involving multiplication and division of numbers within 100.

EXAMPLES:
c The second grade class and third grade class were collecting old cell phones to recycle.

The third grade class collected ten old cell phones. The second grade class collected
twice (two times) that number. How many cell phones did the second grade class collect?
The second grade class decided to divide their collected cell phones equally between five
different charities. How many phones will each charity get?

FRACTIONS
9. Fractions as Numbers

Third graders understand fractions as numbers. Using visual models or number lines, they
understand that two fractions are equivalent (equal) if they are the same size or are on the
same point on a number line - for example, 2/4 is the same as 1/2.

10. Unit Fractions
Third graders understand unit fractions - fractions with" 1" as the numerator (top number), such
as 1/2, 1/3, 1/4 - as one part of a whole when that whole is divided into equal parts.

11. Comparing Fractions
Third graders compare two fractions with the same numerator (top number) or the same
denominator (bottom number) by thinking about their size and what the top numbers and bottom
numbers represent. For example, they understand that % of something is larger than 3fs of that
something because each fourth is larger than each fifth. Third graders understand that % of
something is larger than % of that same thing because it has four of the sixths.
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12. Whole Numbers
Third graders recognize that a fraction with the same numerator and denominator is the same
as "1."

EXAMPLE
e They understand that two halves are the same as one whole, as in 2/2 = 1.
c They write numbers as fractions, as in 5/1 is the same as 5.

TELL TIME
13. Reading Clocks

Third graders read circular "face" clocks and digital clocks to tell time to the nearest minute.
They solve word problems requiring addition and subtraction of intervals of time, in minutes.

EXAMPLE:
Soccer practice is over at 4: 15 p.m. when Jose texts his mother. She says she will pick him
up in 20 minutes. If she is on time, what time will it be when she arrives?

------- -- --

MEASUREMENT & DATA
14. Mass and Volume

Third graders measure and estimate the mass of objects and volume of liquids - in grams (g),
kilograms (kg), and liters (I). They solve word problems involving mass and volume.

EXAMPLES:
~ Brian has a mass of 85 kilograms. Joe is 9 kilograms lighter than Brian.

What is Joe's mass?
<, A mug has a volume of 540 milliliters. A cup has a volume of 230 milliliters.

What is the total volume of the mug and the cup?

15. Data on Graphs
Third graders represent and interpret data on picture graphs and bar graphs (for example, one
square represents five pets). They solve one- and two-step word problems using information
presented in bar graphs.

SHAPES
16. Classifying Shapes

Third graders use similarities and differences in geometric shapes to categorize or classify them -
for example, recognize that rectangles, squares and rhombuses all have four sides, which makes
them all examples of quadrilaterals (four-sided shapes).

17. Dividing Shapes _
Third graders divide shapes into parts with equal sizes. They relate the parts to fractions of the
whole.
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