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Considered the greatest artist of his lifetime, 
& by some

The greatest artist of all time…



Michelangelo

• The ceiling's various painted elements form part of a larger scheme of decoration within the Chapel, 
which includes the large fresco The Last Judgment on the sanctuary wall, also by Michelangelo, wall 
paintings by several leading painters of the late 15th century including Sandro Botticelli, Domenico 
Ghirlandaio and Pietro Perugino, and a set of large tapestries by Raphael, the whole illustrating much 
of the doctrine of the Catholic Church.

Sistine Chapel
(Ceiling Fresco) 1#

1508 - 1512



Michelangelo

• The ceiling decoration has nine scenes 
from the Book of Genesis of which The 
Creation of Adam is the best known, 
having an iconic standing equaled only 
by Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa, the 
hands of God and Adam being 
reproduced in countless imitations.

• The entire ceiling is a fresco, which is an 
ancient method for painting murals that 
relies upon a chemical reaction between 
damp lime plaster and water-based 
pigments to permanently fuse the work 
into the wall.

The Creation 

of Adam 2#

• To reach the chapel's ceiling, Michelangelo designed his 
own scaffold, a flat wooden platform on brackets built 
out from holes in the wall near the top of the windows.

• Contrary to popular belief, he painted in a standing 
position, not lying on his back, in very unpleasant 
conditions.

1508 - 1512



Michelangelo

• Housed in St. Peter's Basilica, Vatican City. It is the first 
of a number of works of the same theme.

• The Pieta was made for Cardinal Jean de Bilhères

funeral monument, but was moved to its current 
location, the first chapel on the right as one enters the 
basilica, in the 18th century. 

• It is the only piece Michelangelo ever signed.

• This famous work of art depicts the body of Jesus on 
the lap of his mother Mary after the Crucifixion.

• It is an important work as it balances 
the Renaissance ideals of classical beauty with 
naturalism.

1498-1499

The Pietà 3#
Translated as 

“The Pity”



Michelangelo

• Masterpiece of Renaissance sculpture created in marble.

• David is a 5.17-metre (17.0 ft) marble statue of the Biblical hero David, 
a favored subject in the art of Florence, Italy.

• David was originally commissioned as one of a series of statues of 
prophets to be positioned along the roofline of the east end 
of Florence Cathedral.

• 6 tons of Marble posed a problem to installation and was instead 
placed in a public square, outside the Palazzo Vecchio, the seat of 
civic government in Florence.

• To protect it from damage, the statue was moved to the Galleria 
dell'Accademia, Florence, in 1873, and later replaced at the original 
location by a replica.

1501-1504

The Statue of 

David 4#



Michelangelo

• sculptural and architectural ensemble 
by Michelangelo and his assistants, on 
a much reduced scale.

• Originally intended for St. Peter's 
Basilica, the tomb was instead placed 
in the church of San Pietro in Vincoli.

Tomb of Pope 

Julius II 5

1505-1545

As originally conceived, the tomb would have been a colossal 
structure that would have given Michelangelo the room he needed 
for his superhuman, tragic beings. This project became one of the 
great disappointments of Michelangelo's life when the pope, for 
unexplained reasons, interrupted the commission, possibly because 
funds had to be diverted for Bramante's rebuilding of St. Peter's. 
The final contract specified a simple wall tomb with fewer than 1/3 
of the figures originally planned.

#



Michelangelo

• The only finished panel painting by the 
mature Michelangelo to survive & painted WITHOUT 
assistant’s help.

• The painting is in the form of a tondo, meaning in 
Italian, 'round', a shape which is frequently associated 
during the Renaissance with domestic ideas.

• The Doni Tondo was probably commissioned by Agnolo
Doni to commemorate his marriage to Maddalena
Strozzi, the daughter of a powerful Tuscan family.

• Portrays the Holy Family (the child Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph) in the foreground, along with John the 
Baptist in the middle-ground, and contains five nude 
male figures in the background. (The inclusion of these 
nude figures has been interpreted in a variety of ways.)

Doni Tondo 6C 1507
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Leonardo Da Vinci

• Been described as "the best known, the most visited, the most written 

about, the most sung about, the most parodied work of art in the 

world.

• One of the most valuable paintings in the world!

• It holds the Guinness World Record for the highest known insurance 

valuation in history at US$100 million in 1962. (equal to $620 million in 2016)

• The painting is thought to be a portrait of Lisa Gherardini, the wife of 

Francesco del Giocondo.

• The subject's puzzling expression, the subtle modelling of forms, and 

the atmospheric illusionism were novel qualities that have contributed 

to the continuing fascination and study of the work.

• Due to theft & vandalism attempts it now rests under bullet proof glass 

in the Louvre Museum, Paris. 

Mona 

Lisa
1#

1508 - 1512

C 1503-06 
perhaps until 1517



Leonardo Da Vinci

• If Leonardo da Vinci’s uncannily accurate studies of the human 

body had been published in his lifetime, they would have changed 

the course of science.

• Two colored annotated sketches (Only 1 shown here)

• Da Vinci correctly depicts the human fetus in its proper position 

inside a dissected uterus.

• Contrary to previous belief, he did not exhume dead bodies from 

graves to study. He studied human embryology with the help of 

anatomist Marcantonio della Torre and saw the fetus within a 

cadaver.

• He used: Black chalk, sanguine, pen, ink wash on paper.

Studies of Fetus 

in the womb
2#

C 1511



Leonardo Da Vinci

• It demonstrates the blend of mathematics and art during 

the Renaissance and demonstrates Leonardo's deep understanding 

of proportion. In addition, this picture represents a cornerstone of 

Leonardo's attempts to relate man to nature.

• He believed the workings of the human body to be an analogy for the 

workings of the universe.

• The drawing is in ink on paper, & depicts a man in two superimposed 

positions with his arms and legs apart and inscribed in a circle and square. 

• It is based on the correlations of ideal human body proportions with 

geometry described by the ancient Roman architect Vitruvius in Book III of 

his treatise De architectura. Vitruvius described the human figure as being 

the principal source of proportion among the classical orders of 

architecture. Vitruvius determined that the ideal body should be eight 

heads high. Leonardo's drawing is traditionally named in honor of the 

architect.

Vitruvian Man 3#C 1490



Leonardo Da Vinci

• Leonardo's designs for weapons and other 

machinery (such as flying) are particularly 

interesting in hindsight, because the ideas he had 

are very much those that exercised engineers and 

inventors during the 19th and 20th centuries.

• With his interest in flying machines & artillery, he 

foresaw the importance in warfare of heavy and 

light artillery & the aircraft revolution of the 20th

century. 

• This version of a machine-gun is a remarkable 

invention, given the problems of production. How 

well it would have worked is difficult to say, but 

theoretically everything has been thought through 

to an extraordinary degree

Machine Gun & 

Drawing of a Helicopter 4#



Leonardo Da Vinci

• Also called, La Scapigliata, is an oil on wood painting.

• La Scapigliata literally translates as ‘disheveled hair.

• The wildness of the hair is in sharp contrast to the beautiful 

face it surrounds. It has been suggested that da Vinci painted 

the figure in this way to present the woman being inherently 

beautiful but also with a wild power that could not be tamed.

• Suggested that she was da Vinci’s prediction of the future 

changing role of women in society.

• A finished painting in the High Renaissance style, completed 

during Da Vinci’s mature period.

Head of a 

Woman
5#

C 1508



Leonardo Da Vinci

• Oil on Wood panel. It’s (5 1/2 x 4 1/2 ft.) The original one is now located 

at Musée du Louvre, Paris.

• This painting depicted St. Anne, her daughter the Virgin Mary and the 

infant Jesus. Christ is shown grappling with a sacrificial lamb symbolizing 

his Passion whilst the Virgin tries to restrain him.

• The painting was commissioned as the high altarpiece for the Church of 

Santissima Annunziata in Florence and its theme had long preoccupied 

Leonardo.

• He has many preliminary sketches that never translated into finished 

paintings. Many scholars actually prefer his other sketches to the finished 

piece. They find Mary’s face “wooden” in this one. 

The Virgin & Child 

with Saint Anne 6#

1510



Leonardo Da Vinci

• Leonardo's visual interpretation of an event 

chronicled in all four of the Gospels.

• Leonardo hadn't worked on such a large 

painting and had no experience in the 

standard mural medium of fresco. The 

painting was made using experimental 

pigments directly on the dry plaster wall and 

unlike frescos, where the pigments are 

mixed with the wet plaster, it has not stood 

the test of time well. 

• Even before it was finished there were 

problems with the paint flaking from the 

wall and Leonardo had to repair it. Over the 

years it has crumbled, been vandalized 

bombed and restored. Today we are 

probably looking at very little of the 

original.

The Last 

Supper 7#

1495

One of history's most influential 

works of art of all time. 
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Raphael

• The four Raphael Rooms (Italian: Stanze di 
Raffaello) form a suite of reception rooms in 
the palace, the public part of the papal 
apartments in the Palace of the Vatican.

• They are famous for their frescoes, painted 
by Raphael and his workshop.

• Were originally intended as a suite of 
apartments for Pope Julius II.

• After the death of Julius in 1513, with two 
rooms frescoed, Pope Leo X continued the 
program. Following Raphael's death in 1520, 
his assistants Gianfrancesco Penni, Giulio 
Romano and Raffaellino del Colle finished 
the project.

Stanze di Rafaello
Raphael Rooms 1#

1508-1511



Raphael

• The School of Athens, 
represents Philosophy.

• Seen as 
"Raphael's masterpiece an
d the perfect embodiment 
of the classical spirit of the 
Renaissance.

• Fresco
• 1 of 3 scenes in this room
• 3rd Painting to be 

completed in room. 

The School of Athens 2#
1509-1511
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Donatello

• Bronze relief sculpture.

• It appears on the baptistry of the Siena 
Cathedral in Italy.

• One of Donatello's earliest relief 
sculptures, and his first bronze relief.

• The sculpture is noted for Donatello's use 
of perspective.

• Depicts the beheading of John the 
Baptist after Salome asks Herod 
Antipas for his head on a platter. The scene 
depicts an executioner presenting the 
severed head, and Herod reacting in shock.

The Feast of 

Herod 3#
C 1427



Donatello

• David is the title of two statues of the biblical hero David. One 
Marble, One Bronze. The far more famous bronze figure is the 
bronze and is nude between its helmet and boots.

• Marble: Comissioned in Donatello’s early 20s for the 
buttness of a Cathedral but was never put into place b/c 
it was too small.

• Bronze: is famous as the first unsupported standing 
work of bronze cast during the Renaissance, and the first 
freestanding nude male sculpture made since antiquity.

• There are 3 main theories to Donatello’s interpretation of 
David in the Bronze. Most believe that David represents 
Donatello's effort to create a unique version of the male 
nude, to exercise artistic license rather than copy the 
classical models that had thus far been the sources for 
the depiction of the male nude in Renaissance art.

David

4#

1408 C. 1440s


