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HIGH   SCHOOL   DAILY   SCHEDULE   (PACKET)   
Time  Acvity  Details  
8:30  Wake   up   and   prepare   for   the   day  ● Get   dressed  

● Eat   breakfast   
9:00   Morning   Physical   Acvity   ● Take   a   walk/jog/run  

● Try   some   simple   exercises    (jumping   jacks,   pushups,   situps,   running   in   place,   high  
knees,   kick   backs  

● Stretch  
● Play   a   sport   

9:30   -  
10:45  

Academic   Time:  
   Math  

 
At-home   learning   packet:   Math  
 

10:45   -  
12:00  

Academic   Time:  
   ELA  

 
At-home   learning   packet:   ELA   

 
12:00  Lunch   and   break   ● Eat   lunch  

● Take   a   break  
○ Video   game   or   TV   me  
○ Rest  

1:00   -  
2:15  

Academic   Time:   
Social   Studies  

 
At-home   learning   packet:   Social   Studies  
 

2:15  Break  Take   a   brain   break   away   from   a   screen.    Try   to   walk   around   outside   for   a   few   minutes,   and  
grab   a   snack   if   you   need   an   a�ernoon   boost.  

2:30   -  
3:45  

Academic   Time:  
Science  

 
At-home   learning   packet:   Science  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00 Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete 

• Desayuna 
 

9:00 Actividades Física Matutina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Dar un paseo/trotar o correr 
• Hacer simple ejercicios (saltos de tijeras, 

lagartijas, abdominales, correr en el mismo lugar, 
rodillas altas, Patadas hacia atrás 

• Estirarse 
• Jugar Deportes 

 

9:30-10:45 Tiempo Académico: 
Matemática  

Paquete de aprendizaje en casa: Matemática  

10:45-
12:00 

Tiempo Académico: 
ELA 

Paquete de aprendizaje en casa: ELA 

12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Comer almuerzo 
• Tomar un descanso 

o Este es tiempo para jugar videos y ver 
televisión 

o Descansar 
1:00- 2:15 Tiempo Académico: 

Estudios Sociales   
Paquete de aprendizaje en casa: Estudios Sociales 

2:15 Descanso Tomar un descaso cerebral alejándose de la pantalla, 
caminar afuera por unos minutos, Tomar una merienda 
si es necesario. 

2:30-3:45 Tiempo Académico: 
Ciencia 

Paquete de aprendizaje en casa: Ciencia 



Para recursos adicionales en línea, vaya a 
jpschools.org/learnathome  
 
Para familias que necesitan apoyo académico, por 
favor llamar al 504-349-8999 
 
De lunes a jueves • 8:00 am – 8: 00 pm 
        Viernes • 8:00 am – 4: 00 pm 
 
Disponible para familias que tienen preguntas ya sea 
sobre los recursos de aprendizaje en línea o los 
paquetes de aprendizaje impresos. 
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High School Social Studies 
At-Home Learning Packet 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This packet is designed for every high school student regardless of your grade level or 
class you are enrolled in at school. It contains lessons from World Geography, Civics, 

Economics, US History, World History and Leadership. 
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Directions: Analyze, read and annotate the sources. Then, answer the questions and complete the skills 
and interest inventories. 

Soft Skills 
What are hard skills? 
Hard skills are technical knowledge or training that you have gained through any life experience, including in your 
career or education. 
 
What are soft skills? 
Soft skills are any skill or quality that can be classified as a personality trait or habit. Interpersonal skills and 
communication skills are more specific categories of soft skills that many employers look for in job candidates. 
 
Why are soft skills important? 
Soft skills play an important role in resume writing, interviewing, and finding success in communicating with people 
at work and in other areas of your life. For example, as you look for jobs, you may find that many employers list 
specific soft skills on their job posts in the “required” or “desired” sections. A job posting for a Human Resources 
associate may list “attention to detail” as a desired trait, while a job for a Marketing Specialist could list “leadership” 
and “great communication skills”. 
 
Soft skills are often transferable across careers and industries. As a result, you may find that you possess many of 
the required traits even if you don’t match the exact profile in a job description. As you search for jobs, pay special 
attention to posts calling for candidates with soft skills or traits you possess. Even if the job title isn’t a great fit, you 
may find that the description makes sense for you. As you progress through the job search process, keep your 
resume updated to reflect soft skills most relevant to the jobs you’re applying for. 
 
You may also find it helpful to consider how you might showcase your soft skills in an interview. While you can 
display some skills like good communication, you may consider weaving others into your answers to interview 
questions. For example, you might talk about your problem-solving skills when answering a question like, “Tell me 
about a time you overcame an obstacle.” If the employer prompts you to provide references, think of those that 
can speak to examples that verify your soft skills and other strengths. 
 
Soft skills list and examples 
Because soft skills are often innate personality traits, you already possess several marketable soft skills that will 
help you get and be successful in a job. Though many are formed with your personality, soft skills can also be learned 
and developed with practice and experience. Here are a few examples of key soft skills and how those skills can 
enhance your performance during and after the job search process. 
 
1. Communication 
Effective communication skills will be helpful through the interview process and in your career overall. The ability 
to communicate involves knowing how you should speak to others in different situations or settings. For example, 
when working with a team on a project, you may need to communicate when you believe an idea or process 
ineffective. Finding a way to tactfully and skillfully disagree with others on the job without creating conflict is an 
important skill that employers value. 
Related communication skills: 

 Active listening 
 Confidence 
 Conflict resolution 
 Organization 

 
 

Section 1: College & Career Readiness 
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2. Problem-solving 
Employers highly value people who can resolve issues quickly and effectively. That may involve calling on industry 
knowledge to fix an issue immediately as it occurs, or taking time to research and consult with colleagues to find a 
scalable, long-term solution. 
Related problem-solving skills: 

 Creativity 
 Research 
 Risk management 
 Teamwork 

 
3. Creativity 
Creativity is a broad ability incorporating many different skill sets including other soft skills and technical skills. 
Employees with creativity can find new ways to perform tasks, improve processes or even develop new and exciting 
avenues for the business to explore. Creativity can be used in any role at any level. 
Related creativity skills: 

 Curiosity 
 Learning from others 
 Open-mindedness 
 Taking calculated risks 

 
4. Adaptability 
How easily do you adapt to changes? If you’re working in a technology-driven field or startup, adaptability is 
especially important. Changes in processes, tools or clients you work with can happen quickly. Employees who are 
capable of adapting to new situations and ways of working are valuable in many jobs and industries. 
Related adaptability skills: 

 Consistency 
 Organization 
 Optimism 
 Flexibility 

 
5. Work ethic 
Work ethic is the ability to follow through on tasks and duties in a timely, quality manner. A strong work ethic will 
help ensure you develop a positive relationship with your employer and colleagues, even when you are still 
developing technical skills in a new job. Many employers would rather work with someone who has a strong work 
ethic and is eager to learn than a skilled worker who seems unmotivated. 
Related work ethic skills: 

 Attention to detail 
 Integrity 
 Persistence 
 Time management 

 
How to improve your soft skills 
Many employers value strong soft skills over technical skills because they are often personality traits developed 
over a lifetime and can be difficult to teach. That being said, anyone can improve their soft skills with experience 
and practice. For example, you may find that an employer is seeking someone skilled in conflict resolution. While 
you may be naturally skilled at effective communication, it may help to practice working through conflicts with 
others. 
 
Here are several ways you can improve your soft skills: 

1. Pick a skill you want to improve and practice it consistently. 
You can improve any soft skill if you make it a practice. Most soft skills are a matter of routine. For 
example, you can practice dependability both on the job and at home by improving punctuality (showing 
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up to work or events on time or early, for example) and starting on projects at work earlier so you can 
complete them ahead of schedule. 
 

2. Observe and mimic the positive soft skills you see in others. 
There are likely professionals you know or work with who have strengths in various soft skills. You may be 
able to develop integral soft skills by observing the practices of others and incorporating them into your 
own daily routine.  

 
You may find, for example, that effective communicators often write down notes when others are talking 
during meetings. Quite often, this helps them organize their thoughts so they are prepared to ask and 
answer important questions. This is also an active listening practice that may be good to utilize as part of 
your own work. 
 

3. Set milestone goals to improve soft skills 
Set specific, measurable goals by carefully reading your performance reviews at work or asking trusted 
friends and colleagues for constructive criticism. This can help you to both identify key areas of 
improvement for goal setting and areas of strength to highlight on your resume and in interviews. You can 
prioritize which soft skills to work on based on those that you need to get a certain job or move up in a 
career you already have. 
 

4. Find resources to help you learn 
You can find several resources to help you learn tactics for improving the soft skills you want to focus on 
like books, podcasts or online classes. While some require payment, many are free of cost and can be 
accessed at any time. You might try out a few different types of resources to see which are best for 
your learning style. 

 
Source: Indeed.com  

 

 
 

Write It Out 
Even though you may not be applying for a job right now, soft skills are valuable for success in every 
area of your life. Do you think you have the skills you need to be successful? If so, why? What are 
they? If not, why? What skills do you think you need to gain? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Take the Skill Inventory on the next page to assess yourself. 
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SKILLS INVENTORY 
Rate yourself in the following skill categories using the scale below: 

1 = Strong ability in this area  
2 = Some ability 
3 = Enough ability to get by with help from others  
4 = No ability at all 

 

Be honest when rating yourself, and do not compare yourself to others. 
Use your best estimate of your abilities. 

 

VERBAL-PERSUASIVE 
  Writing: Express myself in written forms of communication. 
  Talking: Relate easily to people in ordinary conversational settings. 
  Speaking: Deliver a talk or address an audience. 
  Persuading: Able to convince others to believe something I hold to be true. 
  Selling: Convince others to buy a product/service I am selling. 
  Dramatics: Portray ideas or stories in a dramatic format. 
  Negotiations: Bargain/discuss with goal of reaching agreement. 

 
SOCIAL 
  Social ease: Relate easily in situations which are primarily social in nature. 
  Dealing with public: Relate effectively with a variety of people who come to an establishment for 

information, service or help. 
    Appearance/Dress: Dress presentably and appropriately for a variety of interpersonal situations or 

group occasions. 
  Accepting negative feedback: Able to cope with criticism. 

 
NUMERICAL 
  Working with numerical data: Comfortable with large amounts of quantitative data and 

compiling, interpreting, and presenting data. 
  Solving quantitative problems: Reason quantitatively so that problems having numerical 

solutions can be solved without the aid of a computer or other mechanical device. 
  Computer use: Use computers to solve quantitative problems, have knowledge of 

programming, computer capabilities, etc. 
 

INVESTIGATIVE 
  Scientific curiosity: Learn about scientific phenomena and investigate events which may 

lead to such knowledge. 
  Research: Gather information in a systematic way for a particular field of knowledge to establish 

certain facts or principles. 
  Technical work: Work easily with practical, mechanical or industrial aspects of a particular 

science, profession or craft. 
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MANUAL-PHYSICAL 
  Mechanical reasoning: Understand the way that machinery or tools operate and the 

relationship between mechanical operations. 
  Manual dexterity: Skilled in using your hands. 
  Spatial perception: Judge the relationship of objects in space; manipulate them mentally and 

visualize the effects of putting them together or of turning them over or around. 
  Physical stamina: Physically resistant to fatigue and illness. 
  Outdoor work: Familiar with the outdoors; able to work outdoors without encountering a 

great many obstacles. 
 

CREATIVE 
  Artistic: Keenly sensitive to aesthetic values; able to create works of art. 
  Imaginative with things: Create new ideas and forms with various physical objects. 
  Imaginative with ideas: Create new ideas and programs through conceptualizing existing 

elements in new ways; able to merge abstract ideas. 
 

WORKING WITH OTHERS 
  Supervising: Oversee, manage or direct work of others. 
  Teaching: Help others learn how to do or understand something; able to provide knowledge or 
insight. 
  Coaching: Instruct or train an individual to improve performance in a specific area. 
  Counseling: Engage in a direct helping relationship with another in situations where the person’s 

concern is not solvable through information-giving or advice. 
 

MANAGERIAL 
  Organization and planning: Develop a program, project or set of ideas through systematic 

preparation and arrangement of tasks, coordinating the people and resources necessary to put 
a plan into effect. 

  Orderliness: Arrange items in a systematic fashion so that such items or information can be 
readily used or retrieved. 

  Handling Details: Able to work efficiently with a great variety and/or volume of information. 
  Making Decisions: Comfortable in making judgments or reaching conclusions about matters 

which require specific action; able to accept responsibility for the consequences of such 
actions. 
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List the top 5 skills that you rated most highly and the categories from which they came. 
Provide a SPECIFIC example of a time when you used each skill. 

 

Top Skills Specific Example 
  
  
  
  

  
 

List the bottom 5 skills that you rated the lowest and the categories from which they came. 
Provide a SPECIFIC example of a time when you could have used the skill. 

Top Skills Specific Example 
  
  
  
  

  

Write It Out 
After taking the Skills Inventory, what did you learn about yourself? Were you correct in your pre-
assessment of your skills? What steps will you take to increase your soft skills? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Analyze, read and annotate the sources. Then, complete each activity. 

Section 2: Financial Literacy 
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The 5 Key Components of Financial Literacy 
Educators work to include a wide array of studies within the required curriculum for young adults. However, there’s 
a key component of life in which students of all ages aren’t gaining enough knowledge. Even though financial literacy 
is crucial to successful “adulting,” a mere 17 states require high school students to take a course on financial literacy. 
These courses have proven to have a direct impact on a student’s ability to make wise financial decisions. Plus, 
students who have some personal finance classes under their belts are much more likely to successfully save money, 
budget wisely and invest smarter. Perhaps we should reevaluate how we’re educating students (or not educating 
students) on these important life aspects. Until that change happens, though, here are the five key concepts to 
work on in order to improve your financial literacy. Mastering these aspects won’t always be easy but, with a little 
bit of practice, will benefit you for a lifetime.  
 
1. The Basics of Budgeting 
Creating and maintaining a budget is one of the most basic aspects of staying on top of your finances. In this modern 
day, it’s easier than ever to create a budget with the help of websites and apps, such as Mint.com. It doesn’t matter 
if math isn’t your strong suit - thanks to these user-friendly tools, everyone can get help with keeping their finances 
on track. And, when utilized properly, they'll keep you in the know about where your money is actually going. 
Without following a budget, it’s difficult to hold yourself accountable on where your money is coming from and 
what it’s going toward, so mastering the basics of budgeting is where any financial novice should begin.  
 
2. Understanding Interest Rates 
While you may touch upon the concepts within a mathematics course, it’s important to understand different 
aspects, like compound interest. Why? Not only can it help you save even more, but it can make the difference 
between borrowing a small amount and paying back much more than you need to for years to come. Understanding 
the ins and outs of interest can impact your finances more than you likely realize, so it’s an important concept to 
gain a better understand of early on in life.  
 
3. Prioritizing Saving 
Obviously, saving is an important aspect of maintaining a healthy financial situation. But, the majority of students 
don’t prioritize this aspect as much as they should. It’s easy to ignore things like retirement since it seems so far off 
in the future. Learning to save early on can help you gain the knowledge, practice and set of skills you’ll utilize 
throughout your entire life. Beginners can start working on this concept in the simplest sense, like saving money for 
a higher-ticket item they desire. Working toward a goal is key here and students need to understand that there’s a 
lot of value in paying yourself first – because the bills will always be there. Having peace of mind? Well, that comes 
with practice, diligence and patience, all qualities you’ll develop when mastering your savings skill set.  
 
4. Credit-Debt Cycle Traps 
Meaning: it’s much easier to lose credit than gain it and many students don’t realize how easy it is to ruin their 
credit – and how difficult it can be to regain credit – before it’s too late. That’s why it’s crucial to provide knowledge 
on debt earlier than later. Credit can be an extremely useful tool – if it’s managed correctly. Making rash decisions 
when you’re young can end up costing you throughout adulthood so it’s important to grasp the concepts and tools 
behind responsible credit practices as early on as possible.  
 
5. Identity Theft Issues & Safety 
In this modern day and age, identity theft is more prevalent than ever. Since everything is digital and just about 
everyone has shopped online at one point or another, your financial information is more vulnerable to fraud. 
Understanding this concept, along with preventative measures, like password protection and limiting the amount 
of information shared online can be the key to maintaining safe accounts or, inversely, can lead to financial ruin. 
While it’s not a fool proof science (people can be safe and things do still happen) it’s important to safeguard your 
finances as best as possible to avoid the threats that exist.                                                                     
 
Source: Fast Web 
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Time Required: 15 minutes

STUDENT ACTIVITY: BUDGET BUSTERS  |   1

Budget Busters:  
Who’s Breaking the Bank?

LESSON 9:  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Where does all your money go? No matter how much money you earn, a careful budget 
lets you know exactly what happens to your cash. Below are three different cash flow 
scenarios over one month. Review the numbers to determine who’s breaking the bank 
and who will meet their goals the soonest.

Scenario 1

Nate is a junior in high school. He works 15 hours a week at the mall, and his net income after taxes is $600 a month. He lives 
with his parents, so he doesn’t have rent, utility or food expenses. His older brother owns a car and lets him borrow it to drive 
to work for $50 each month; otherwise Nate takes the bus. He really wants to buy a car, so he puts any leftover money toward 
savings. Nate also pays for his cell phone and personal expenses, such as going to the movies, buying video games and purchasing 
gifts. 
 
Below is Nate’s estimated budget and what he actually spent in one month’s time. Analyze Nate’s spending to determine 
why he is not on track to save for that new car, and what changes he can make to get on track. 
 
Net Income: $600/month 

Budget Goals Actual Budget
Fixed Expenses
Savings for a Car $100 $0
Cell Phone $75 $100
Car Payment to his Brother $50 $100

Variable Expenses
Public Transportation $50 $60
Entertainment $50 $65
Personal Shopping $50 $175
Occasional Spending (gifts, repairs, etc.) $25 $100

Total $400 $600

Continued on the next page.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY: BUDGET BUSTERS   |   2

Budget Busters:  
Who’s Breaking the Bank?

LESSON 9:  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Scenario 2

Maria just graduated from college and accepted her first job as a social media manager for a real estate company. She can’t 
believe that her monthly net income will be $3,000. She just moved into a one-bedroom apartment, so she is responsible for rent, 
utilities, food and other household expenses. She is paying off a student loan and she wants to save as much money as she can to 
buy a house someday. She owns a car and enjoys going out with friends on the weekend. 
 
Below is Maria’s estimated budget and what she actually spent in one month’s time. Analyze her spending to see why she 
is not on track to meet her goal and to determine what she can do to get back on track. 
 
Net Income: $3,000/month 

Budget Actual
Fixed Expenses
Savings for House $450 $150
Rent $600 $600
Car Payment $350 $350
Car Insurance $150 $150
Internet/Cable TV $110 $110
Cell Phone $75 $105
Student Loan $300 $300

Variable Expenses
Gas $100 $175
Food $250 $300
Entertainment $100 $250
Personal Shopping (clothes, makeup, 
home items etc.) $75 $300

Utilities $200 $275
Occasional Spending (gifts, repairs, etc.) $150 $250

Total $2,910 $3,315

Continued on the next page.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY: BUDGET BUSTERS   |  3

Budget Busters:  
Who’s Breaking the Bank?

LESSON 9:  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Scenario 3

Jamal is a senior in high school and works 30 hours per week at a neighborhood coffee shop. His net income after taxes is $1,500 
and he is saving up for college. He owns a car and makes payments toward it each month, but he lives with his parents so he saves 
on rent, utilities and food costs. He occasionally goes out with friends and buys things for himself, but he tries to hold back on 
these things so he can save more for college next year.  
 
Below is Jamal’s estimated budget and what he actually spent in one month’s time. Analyze his spending to see why he is 
not on track to meet his goal and determine what he can do to get back on track. 
 
Net Income: $1,500/month 

Budget Actual
Fixed Expenses
College Savings $870 $820
Car Payment $125 $125
Car Insurance $95 $95
Cell Phone $85 $85

Variable Expenses
Gas $100 $105
Entertainment $50 $75
Personal Shopping $50 $95
Occasional Spending (gifts, repairs, etc.) $100 $100

Total $1,475 $1,500
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Time Required: 20 minutes

STUDENT ACTIVITY: BUDGETS 101   |   4

Calculate Your Take-Home Pay: 
With a gross income of $30,000 and a 25% tax deduction, what is your monthly net income? (Remember this is what 
you get after taxes.) Use this number to start your budget.

Categorize Expenses: 
Determine if your expenses are fixed or variable, and write them in the appropriate sections of the table below. 
Remember your expenses include: rent, car, car insurance, cell phone, utilities, entertainment, food, savings and 
occasional expenses. 

Name: 
Net Income:                                     /month 
 

Cost
Fixed Expenses
• $
• $
• $
• $
• $
• $

Variable Expenses
• $
• $
• $
• $
• $
• $

Total $

Continued on the next page.

Budgets 101: How to Get It Done
LESSON 9:  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 2

You just accepted your first job and you’ll be earning a gross income of $30,000/year. 
You live on your own and are responsible for all expenses, including rent, car, insurance, 
cell phone, utilities, entertainment, food, savings and miscellaneous expenses. You have to 
pay 25% of your gross income in taxes. 

Refer to the chart on the next page  
for the percentages needed to 
calculate these numbers.

STUDENT TIP
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STUDENT ACTIVITY: BUDGETS 101   |   5

Divide Your Expenses: 
Determine the cost for each category and record the prices in your budget. 
Use the following percentages to divide your monthly net pay: 

Rent: 30% of net pay
Utilities: 10% of net pay
Car Insurance: 5% of net pay
Cell Phone: 5% of net pay
Occasional Spending: 10% of net pay
Savings: 10% of net pay
Food: 15% of net pay
Car Loan: 10% of net pay
Entertainment: 5% of net pay

Assess Your Budget: 
Compare your expenses to your monthly income. Have you spent everything you’ve earned? Do you have money left over 
for savings? What expenses could you lower to increase your savings?

                 

                 

                       

Budgets 101: How to Get It Done
LESSON 9:  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 2

You may have to make some 
adjustments based on your 
preferences. For example, if you 
want more money for entertainment, 
can you afford to cut back on rent 
or your car loan? Or, if you want to 
live in an urban area where rent is 
higher, can you cut back on another 
expense to afford it?

STUDENT TIP
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Time Required: 40 minutes

STUDENT ACTIVITY: PAYSTUB PUZZLES   |   1

Paystub Puzzles:  
Putting the Pieces Together

LESSON 13 :  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Getting your first paycheck can be overwhelming. There are lots of details and deductions 
to consider, but knowing what to expect makes it easier. Below are four different paystub 
samples; in all of them the employees receive their paychecks through direct deposit. Use 
the first example as a guide to understand the deductions and then determine how each 
of the remaining paystubs could be revised to maximize savings. 

Description Rate Hours This Period Year to Date
Regular $12.00 40 $480.00 $1,920.00
Overtime $18.00 5 $90.00 $360.00
Total $570.00 $2,280.00

Deductions This Period Year to Date
Federal Income Tax (2) $40.00 $40.00
State Income Tax (2) $10.00 $40.00
Medicare Tax (3) $5.00 $20.00
Social Security Tax (4) $20.00 $80.00
Other
Health Insurance* (5) $20.00 $80.00
Medical Flexible Spending Account* 
(6) $10.00 $40.00

Life Insurance (7) $5.00 $20.00
401(k)* (8) $20.00 $80.00
Savings Deposit (9) $30.00 $120.00
Total $160.00 $640.00

Scott K Smith 
Social Security: XXX-XX-1111

Taxable Gross: $520.00 
Net Pay: $410.00

Taxable Marital Status: Single 
Exemptions/Allowances: (1) 
• Federal: 0     • State: 0

Period Ending: 2/01/19 
Pay Date: 2/14/19

123 Company
555 Anywhere Rd 
Anywhere, USA 11111

* Excluded from federal taxable wages

1.  When you accept a new job, you will fill out a W-4 
form on which you’ll determine a withholding 
allowance (this is how much money will go toward 
federal taxes from each paycheck). If at the end 
of the year you’ve overpaid, you’ll receive a tax 
refund. If you’ve underpaid, you’ll owe taxes.

2.  Federal and state income taxes help pay for 
services like roads, public schools and libraries. 
Most but not all states have an income tax and 
some cities and counties do as well.

3.  Medicare taxes help pay for health care costs for 
individuals over 65 and those with a disability.

4. Social Security taxes help pay for retirement costs.

5. Health insurance deductions cover medical costs.

6.  Flexible spending accounts (FSAs) allow you 
to set aside before-tax portions of your pay for 
things like childcare and medical expenses. 

7.  Life insurance deductions go toward a life 
insurance policy.

8.  A 401(k) is a retirement savings account. When 
you put a certain percentage of your paycheck in 
a traditional 401(k), you don’t pay income tax on 
that money until it is withdrawn.

9.  A savings deposit deduction can be set up if you 
want an after-tax portion of your paycheck to go 
directly into a savings account. 
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STUDENT ACTIVITY: PAYSTUB PUZZLES   |   2

Paystub Puzzles:  
Putting the Pieces Together

LESSON 13 :  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Sample 1: Dan just started working full-time and he is included on his parents’ health 
insurance plan. He withholds the maximum amount he can so he won’t have to pay any 
additional taxes at the end of the year. Review Dan’s paystub below and determine where 
he may be spending money unnecessarily and how he could use those funds to maximize 
his savings.

Description Rate Hours This Period Year to Date
Regular $25.00 80 $2,000.00 $12,000.00
Overtime $30.00 0 $0.00 $0.00
Total $2,000.00 $12,000.00

Deductions This Period Year to Date
Federal Income Tax $200.00 $1,200.00
State Income Tax $30.00 $1800.00
Medicare Tax $25.00 $150.00
Social Security Tax $100.00 $600.00
Other
Health Insurance* $200.00 $1,200.00
Medical Flexible Spending Account* $50.00 $300.00
401(k)* $100.00 $600.00
Savings Deposit $50.00 $300.00
Total $755.00 $4,530.00

Dan J Jones 
Social Security: XXX-XX-2222

Taxable Gross: $1,650.00 
Net Pay: $1,245.00

Taxable Marital Status: Single 
Exemptions/Allowances: 
• Federal: 0     • State: 0

Period Ending: 3/15/19 
Pay Date: 3/31/19

123 Company
555 Anywhere Rd 
Anywhere, USA 11111

* Excluded from federal taxable wages

How can Dan maximize his savings?

       

       

       

       

       

       

            

       

       

       

                        

Continued on the next page.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY: PAYSTUB PUZZLES   |   3

Paystub Puzzles:  
Putting the Pieces Together

LESSON 13 :  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Sample 2: Rachelle just accepted a new job as an office assistant and will have her paychecks 
directly deposited with a portion going toward a 401(k). She also anticipates putting in a 
lot of overtime—and receiving overtime pay—as she learns her new job. Review Rachelle’s 
paystub below to determine what she could do to build her 401(k) and increase what she 
is contributing to savings.

Description Rate Hours This Period Year to Date
Regular $10.00 40 $400.00 $800.00
Overtime $15.00 12 $180.00 $360.00
Total $580.00 $1,160.00

Deductions This Period Year to Date
Federal Income Tax $36.00 $72.00
State Income Tax $9.00 $18.00
Medicare Tax $4.00 $8.00
Social Security Tax $16.00 $32.00
Other
Health Insurance* $22.00 $44.00
401(k)* $0.00 $0.00
Savings Deposit $50.00 $100.00
Total $137.00 $274.00

Rachelle L Thomas 
Social Security: XXX-XX-3333

Taxable Gross: $558.00 
Net Pay: $443.00

Taxable Marital Status: Single 
Exemptions/Allowances: 
• Federal: 0     • State: 0

Period Ending: 1/15/19 
Pay Date: 1/31/19

123 Company
555 Anywhere Rd 
Anywhere, USA 11111

* Excluded from federal taxable wages

How could Rachelle build her 
retirement and increase her savings?

       

       

       

       

       

       

            

       

       

       

                        

Continued on the next page.
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STUDENT ACTIVITY: PAYSTUB PUZZLES   |   4

Paystub Puzzles:  
Putting the Pieces Together

LESSON 13 :  STUDENT ACTIVIT Y SHEE T 1

Sample 3: Taylor works part-time for a construction company. His employer doesn’t offer 
health insurance, retirement savings or flexible spending accounts but his parents help 
him with medical expenses. He would like to save as much money as he can to buy a new 
truck. Review Taylor’s paystub below and determine how he could maximize his savings.

Description Rate Hours This Period Year to Date
Regular $12.50 40 $500.00 $2,000.00
Overtime $18.50 6 $111.00 $444.00
Total $611.00 $2,444.00

Deductions This Period Year to Date
Federal Income Tax $55.00 $220.00

State Income Tax $11.00 $44.00
Medicare Tax $8.00 $24.00
Social Security Tax $27.00 $108.00
Other
Savings Deposit $20.00 $80.00
Total $121.00 $484.00

Taylor K Davis 
Social Security: XXX-XX-4444

Taxable Marital Status: Single 
Exemptions/Allowances: 
• Federal: 0     • State: 0

Period Ending: 2/15/19 
Pay Date: 2/28/19

123 Company
555 Anywhere Rd 
Anywhere, USA 11111

* Excluded from federal taxable wages 
Taxable Gross Pay: $611.00  /  Net Pay: $490.00

What could Taylor do to maximize 
his savings?
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Directions: Read and annotate the article. Then, answer the questions. 

The Census 
 

What to Know About the 2020 Census 
Once a decade, the federal government asks everyone living in the United 
States to be counted in a census. The 2020 count began in Alaska in 
January, and the first numbers will be published by the end of the year. As 
the national enumeration moves forward, here are the basics about this 
year’s census.  
(U.S. Census Bureau) 
 
Who 
The 2020 census counts everybody who lives in the U.S. That includes 

foreign citizens (including unauthorized immigrants), with the exception of tourists and business travelers. The goal 
is to count everyone once, only once and in the right place. The Census Bureau’s own research finds that although 
the national count has been accurate for the country as a whole, some groups, such as renters and black and 
Hispanic U.S. residents, have been undercounted. As a result, the government gives extra attention to counting 
these hard-to-count populations. Census participation is required by law, though the government rarely takes 
punitive action against those who do not respond. 
 
When 
Most households will receive mailings from March 12-20, inviting them to respond by internet, mail or phone. In 
about 5% of households – mainly those in areas that have been damaged by natural disasters or where people don’t 
receive mail at their home address – census workers either collect information in personal interviews or drop off a 
census form that can be mailed back. From May to July, census workers will knock on the doors of households that 
haven’t responded. The first results – the state population counts used to apportion seats in Congress – are due by 
Dec. 31, 2020. 
 
Where 
The census counts people at their address on Census Day, which is April 1 (even though many people fill out their 
forms earlier than that). Most people are counted at their home addresses, but census workers also conduct special 
counts at institutions ranging from prisons to college dormitories; at unusual locations where people live, such as 
marinas, campgrounds and hotels; at soup kitchens and other places that serve people without homes; and on the 
street where people spend the night. People are counted where they live and sleep most of the time, under a 
complicated set of rules. For example, college students who live in college or university housing are counted there, 
even if they might be staying at their parents’ or guardians’ home while on break or vacation on the day itself. 
 
What is asked 
The 2020 census questionnaire asks the following of everyone: name, age, birth date, sex (male or female), whether 
they are of Hispanic origin, and their race. In homes with more than one person, everyone else is asked how they 
are related to the person who filled out the form. (New for the 2020 census are write-in boxes for white and black 
respondents to provide more detail about their origins, as other racial groups already can. This year’s form will also 
include a check box for same-sex partners or spouses.) 
 
The person who fills out the form is also asked whether the home is owned or rented, the home phone number and 
additional questions to make sure everyone who lives in the home is included. There is no question about citizenship 
on the census form, though a Pew Research Center survey in January 2020 found that most people don’t know that. 
(The Trump administration sought to include a citizenship question on this year’s form, but the Supreme Court ruled 

Section 3: Civics 



 26

against the plan.) The Census Bureau also never asks for Social Security numbers, bank or credit card information, 
money or donations, or anything on behalf of a political party. 
 
How 
For the first time, most U.S. households can respond online, and the Census Bureau expects most will do so. Census 
mailings include a unique code and instructions on how to access the online form. The Census Bureau also sends 
paper questionnaires to some areas, based on its research showing that people living in those places are less likely 
to respond online. (Households that don’t answer after two reminders will receive a paper questionnaire and 
another reminder.) The government is spending nearly $500 million on advertising and outreach to hard-to-count 
groups and offering assistance in dozens of languages. If a household doesn’t respond after up to five reminders 
and a census worker cannot reach its residents after a home visit, the Census Bureau will ask for the information 
from neighbors, landlords or other reliable sources, or use other government records or statistical techniques to fill 
in the missing data. 
 
Under federal law, individual census responses are confidential for 72 years and cannot even be given to other 
government agencies. 
 
Why 
The U.S. Constitution requires an “actual enumeration” of the population every 10 years in order to apportion seats 
in the House of Representatives among the states. States and localities also use census numbers for redistricting – 
to draw political boundary lines for their legislatures and other government districts. The census also plays an 
important role in guiding distribution of federal funding (an estimated $1.5 trillion a year or more), as well as 
identifying needs for government services such as schools and roads. And census statistics are the basis for a wide 
range of research and business decisions. 
 
Source: Pew Research Center 
 

Primary Source: 1900 Census Form 
 

Source: US Census 
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Primary Source: 2010 Census Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: US Census 
 
Write It Out 
1. Record your answers to the two census forms you completed in the table below. 

1900 2010 
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2. What differences did you notice in the forms you filled out? Why do you think those differences exist? 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Using census questionnaires from 1900 and 2010, fill out the chart below. First, look at changes in 
questions about education over time. Write what you find in column 1. If a question on education was 
not asked, include that in your response.  
Then choose a topic of your own (e.g., employment, race, marriage). Write the topic you chose at the 
top of column 2. Then record in the table how the question(s) changed over time. 

 

Year Topic: Education 
What questions were asked? 

Topic: ______________________ 
What questions were asked? 

1900  
 

 

2010  
 

 

 

4. What changes did you notice in the question(s) for each topic? What events or trends might have led 
to these changes? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. In your opinion, why is the Census important? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source. Then, answer the questions. 
 

US Presidential Elections 
 

The U.S. Constitution’s Requirements for a Presidential Candidate are: 
1. A natural-born citizen of the United States. 
2. A resident of the United States for 14 years. 
3. At least 35 years old. 

 
Note: A Natural Born Citizen is someone born with U.S. citizenship. This includes any child born “in” the United 
States, the children of United States citizens born abroad, and those born abroad of one citizen parent. 
 

The Election Process of the US President 
The US President and Vice President are not elected directly by the people. Instead, they are chosen by 
“electors” through a process called the “Electoral College”. Presidential elections are held every four 
years. 
 

Step 1: Primaries and Caucuses (Party level elections in States) 
There may be many people who want to be the president of the 
United States of America. Each of these people may have their 
own ideas about how the US government should work. People 
with similar ideas usually align behind the same political party. 
In the United States, although there are multiple third parties 
(Green, etc.), most people identify as Democrat or Republican. 
People who want to be president need to win the favor of their 
party members first. Many declare their candidacy and start 
“running” a year before the general election. 

 

Candidates from each political party campaign throughout the country to win the favor of their party 
members.  They must win a certain number of delegates through the primaries in order to win their party’s 
nomination. 
 

Primaries and caucuses are methods that political parties use to select candidates for a general election. 
 

Primary: A primary is a state-level election where party members vote for the best candidate that will 
represent them in the general election. Party candidates selected in a primary then run against each other 
in a general election. 45 U.S. states and territories conduct primary elections. 
 

There are several types of primaries in the U.S. system like Closed primary, Semi-closed primary, Open 
primary and Semi-open primary. Louisiana has a closed primary. That means that you must be a registered 
member of the political party to vote in that party’s primary. 

 

Caucus: A caucus is a local meeting where registered members of a political party in a city, town or county 
gather to vote for their preferred party candidate and conduct other party business. A caucus is a 
substitute for a primary election to select delegates to the national party convention. 10 states and 
territories hold caucuses to determine political party candidates. 
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Step 2: National Conventions of Each Party 
Once the primaries and caucuses are completed in 
each state, a national convention is held during the 
summer in which a party’s nomination for president 
is formally announced to the public. During the 
convention, the elected delegates cast their vote for 
a party candidate and the candidate with the most 
delegates gets the party’s nomination. The end of 
the convention marks the beginning of the general 
election process. At each convention, the 
presidential candidate chooses a running-mate 
(vice-presidential candidate). The party also finalizes 

its platform. A political party platform or program is a formal set of principal goals which are supported 
by a political party or individual candidate, in order to appeal to the general public, for the ultimate 
purpose of garnering the general public's support and votes about complicated topics or issues. 
 
Step 3: General Election Campaigning 
General election campaigning begins after a single nominee is chosen from 
each political party, via primaries, caucuses, and national conventions. 
 

These candidates travel the country, explaining their views and plans to the 
general population and trying to win the support of potential voters. Rallies, 
debates, and advertising are a big part of general election campaigning. 
 
Step 4: General Election (Popular Vote) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The general election, or popular vote, is held the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of 
each election year (every four years). 

 

People in every state across the country vote for their choice for president and vice president. The person 
who wins the majority of the state’s votes gets that state’s electoral votes. 
 

The voters of each state, and the District of Columbia, vote for electors to be the authorized constitutional 
members in a presidential election. These voters form the electoral college. These electors, appointed by 
the states, are pledged to support the presidential candidate the voters have supported. 
 

Even though the majority of people of the USA may vote for one candidate, that does not mean that 
he/she will win the Presidential election. There are instances where a candidate who won the popular 
vote lost the election. 



 31

To win the election, a candidate needs to secure more than 270 electoral votes (majority of 538). The 
electoral vote number (538) represents the number of U.S. Congress seats for each state plus 3 for the 
District of Columbia (Washington, D.C.). The number is determined from the Census (done every 10 
years). 
 

On election night, when the votes are reported (after the polls close in each state- usually 8 PM), the 
map is shown in red (Republican-won states) and blue (Democrat-won states). 

 
Step 5: Electoral College (Electors vote for the US President) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Electoral College votes in December. 
 

The Constitution only states that the candidate who receives a majority of votes in the Electoral College 
becomes president. It says nothing about the popular vote. 
 

The intent of the framers was to filter public opinion through a body composed of wiser, more experienced 
people; the framers did not want the president to be chosen directly by the people. 
 

How did Trump become the US president despite losing the popular vote in 2016? 
Though uncommon, it is possible to win the Electoral College, but lose the popular vote. That means that a 
candidate can win a combination of states and reach the 270 electors mark without winning the majority 
of votes across the country. This has happened five times in American elections – most recently in 2016 
and 2000. 
 

Ok. Elections are over. What’s next? 
The president-elect and vice president-elect take the oath of office and are inaugurated on January 20th. 
 
Adapted from Clear IAS 
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Directions: Define and explain the significance of the following terms. You may also use the 
Internet to help you with the terms below. 

 
Key Term Definition Significance 

 
 

Nomination 

  

 
 

National Party 
Convention 

  

 
 

Primary 

  

 
 

Open Primary 

  

 
 

Closed Primary 

  

 
 

Caucus 

  

 
 

Super Tuesday 

  

 
 

Delegate 

  

 
 

Superdelegate 
 
 

  

 
 
Proportional System 
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Winner-take-all System 

  

 
 
Popular Vote 

  

 
Electoral College 

  

 

Directions: Look online for the schedule of primaries and answer the following questions. 
1. When does the primary season begin and end? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Are there groups of states that hold their primaries on the same days? Explain. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Are all states having a primary or caucus for both parties? Explain. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. When is your state holding its primaries or caucuses? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why does the schedule sometimes differ from one presidential primary season to another? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What traditionally happens during the nominating process for a party that has a sitting 
president up for re-election? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7.Explain the nomination process in your state. You may consult their state websites or other 
materials provided by state election officials. 
 Does your state hold primaries or caucuses or both? 
 How are delegates to the national conventions allocated in your state? 
 Is there anything unique about the process in your state? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source.  

World War I 
Overview 

It was known as “The Great War”—a land, air and sea 
conflict so terrible, it left over 8 million military personnel 
and 6.6 million civilians dead. Nearly 60 percent of those 
who fought died. Even more went missing or were injured. 
In just four years between 1914 and 1918, World War I 
changed the face of modern warfare, becoming one of the 
deadliest conflicts in world history. 
 
Causes of the Great War 
World War I had a variety of causes, but its roots were in a 
complex web of alliances between European powers. At its 
core was mistrust between—and militarization in—the 
informal “Triple Entente” (Great Britain, France, and 
Russia) and the secret “Triple Alliance” (Germany, the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, and Italy). 

 
Women and children hang posters urging Americans to join the military.  
N a t  G e o  I m a g e  C o l l e c t i o n  
 
The most powerful players, Great Britain, Russia, and Germany, presided over 
worldwide colonial empires they wanted to expand and protect. Over the course of 
the 19th century, they consolidated their power and protected themselves by forging 
alliances with other European powers. 
 
In July 1914, tensions between the Triple Entente (also known as the Allies) and the 
Triple Alliance (also known as the Central Powers) ignited with the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the 

throne of Austria-Hungary, by a Bosnian Serb nationalist during a 
visit to Sarajevo. Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the attack. 
Russia backed its ally, Serbia. When Austria-Serbia declared war on 
Serbia a month later, their allies jumped in and the continent was at 
war. 
 
 Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1863-1914), above, was assassinated in 
Sarajevo by a Serb nationalist. The event incident precipitated World 
War I.  
 
The spread of war  
Soon, the conflict had expanded to the world, affecting colonies and 
ally countries in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Australia. In 1917, the United States entered the war after a 
long period of non-intervention. By then, the main theater of the war—the Western Front in Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, and France—was the site of a deadly stalemate. 

Section 4: World History 
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World War I. Game of cards in a German trench (Belgium). Ca. 1916.   
N a t  G e o  I m a g e  C o l l e c t i o n  

 
A solider and dog work to find the 
wounded in poisonous war areas. N a t  
G e o  I m a g e  C o l l e c t i o n  
 
Despite advances like the use of poison 
gas and armored tanks, both sides were 
trapped in trench warfare that 
claimed enormous numbers of casualties. 
Battles like the Battle of Verdun and the 
First Battle of the Somme are among the 
deadliest in the history of human conflict. 

 
Aided by the United States, the Allies finally broke through with 
the Hundred Days Offensive, leading to the military defeat of Germany. 
The war officially ended at 11:11 a.m. on November 11, 1918. 
 
By then, the world was in the grips of an influenza pandemic that would infect a third of the global population. 
Revolution had broken out in Germany, Russia, and other countries. Much of Europe was in ruins. “Shell shock” 
and the aftereffects of gas poisoning would claim thousands more lives. 
 
Source: National Geographic  
 
 
Directions: Complete the graphic organizer with the reasons why M.A.N.I.A. were the long-term causes of 
World War I. 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source. Then, answer the questions. 
 

Ending the First World War: The Paris Peace Conference 
Exactly five years after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand—the event that tipped Europe into world 
war—the Treaty of Versailles was signed in Paris on June 28, 1919. The armistice signed on November 11, 1918 
officially ended the hostilities, but the negotiations between the Allied victors at the Paris Peace Conference lasted 
six months and involved diplomatic delegations from over thirty-two countries. 

 
Signing of the Treaty of Versailles in the palace's Hall of Mirrors, 
June 28, 1919. Image courtesy Wikimedia Commons. 
 
US President Woodrow Wilson had delivered a speech in January 
1918, in which he laid out his vision for the postwar world. 
The Fourteen Points elaborated Wilson’s plan for the 
comprehensive overhaul of international relations. He called for an 
immediate end to the war, the establishment of an international 
peacekeeping organization, international disarmament, open 
diplomacy, the explicit disavowal of war, and independence for 
formerly colonial territories. Wilson’s Fourteen Points were hugely 

influential in shaping the contours of the postwar world and in spreading the language of peace and democracy 
around the world. 
 
In addition to negotiating the Treaty of Versailles, the Paris Peace Conference established the League of Nations, an 
international peacekeeping organization tasked with resolving international disputes without resorting to military 
force. 
 
Terms of the Treaty of Versailles 
The Treaty of Versailles established a blueprint for the postwar world. One of the most controversial terms of the 
treaty was the War Guilt clause, which explicitly and directly blamed Germany for the outbreak of hostilities. The 
treaty forced Germany to disarm, to make territorial concessions, and to pay reparations to the Allied powers in 
the staggering amount of $5 billion. 
 
Although US President Woodrow Wilson was opposed to such harsh terms, he was outmaneuvered by French Prime 
Minister Georges Clemenceau. France was the only Allied power to share a border with Germany, and therefore 
suffered the bulk of the devastation and casualties from the German war machine. The French aimed to weaken 
Germany to the greatest extent possible. 
 
Consequences of the Treaty of Versailles 
Although President Wilson was heavily involved in negotiating the treaty, which reflected his vision for the postwar 
world, isolationists in the US Congress proved a major stumbling block to ratification. The so-called 
“Irreconcilables,” mostly Republicans but also some Democrats, opposed the treaty, particularly Article X, which 
committed member-states of the League of Nations to go to war on each other’s behalf in the event of an 
unprovoked act of aggression. The Irreconcilables saw this as a violation of US sovereignty and some believed that 
it would commit the United States to an alliance system that could lead to another war. Due to the opposition of 
the Irreconcilables, the Treaty of Versailles was never ratified by Congress, and the United States never became a 
member of the League of Nations. 



 37

An American political cartoon suggesting that Germany was crushed by the 
giant reparations demanded by the Treaty of Versailles. New York World, 
1921. Image courtesy Wikimedia Commons. 
 
When Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany in 1934, his government began 
to violate many of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Not only did Hitler 
announce a moratorium on all debt payments and cease making reparations, 
but he began to build up the German armed forces in earnest. Some historians 
believe that the onerous terms of the treaty laid the psychological and 
economic groundwork for the rise of the Nazi party, which capitalized on 
German resentment of the burdens imposed by the Allied powers after the 
First World War. 
Source: Khan Academy 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Write It Out 
1. How did Wilson’s Fourteen Points influence the terms of the Treaty of Versailles? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What were the strengths and weaknesses of Wilson’s vision for the postwar world? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Was the Treaty of Versailles a direct cause of World War II? Why or why not? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Read and annotate the sources. Then, answer the questions. 
 

The Cold War  
Overview 

 Sustained state of political & military tension between the United States & the Soviet Union following World 
War II 

 Never met in a direct military combat 
 Struggle for global influence (space race, nuclear weapons build-up, the “containment” of communism) 
 Began after the success of their temporary wartime alliance against Nazi Germany 
 Major difference between the two was that they were superpowers with profound economic & political 

differences (capitalism & communism) 
 1945-1991 

Timeline of the Early Cold War 
1945: February 4-11 - Yalta Conference 
1945: August 6 - United States first used atomic bomb in war  
1945: August 8 - Russia enters war against Japan 
1945: August 14 - Japanese surrenders, ending World War II  
1946: March - Winston Churchill delivers "Iron Curtain" speech  
1947: March - Truman announces Truman Doctrine 
1947: June - Marshall Plan is announced 
1948: February - Communist takeover in Czechoslovakia  
1948: June 24 - Berlin blockade begins 
1949: July - NATO treaty ratified  
1949: May 12 - Berlin Blockade ends 
1949: September - Mao Zedong, a communist, takes control of China 
1949: September - Soviets explode first atomic bomb  
1955: May – Warsaw Pact 

 

Document A: The Iron Curtain Speech (Modified) 
 

It is my duty, however, to place before you certain facts about the present position in Europe. 
 

From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across the Continent. Behind 
that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 
Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia; all these famous cities and the populations around them lie in what I 
must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject, in one form or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very 
high and in some cases increasing measure of control from Moscow. 

 
In a great number of countries, far from the Russian frontiers and throughout the world, Communist fifth 
columns are established and work in complete unity and absolute obedience to the directions they receive from 
the Communist center. 

 
I do not believe that Soviet Russia desires war. What they desire is the fruits of war and the indefinite expansion 
of their power and doctrines. 

 
But what we have to consider here today while time remains, is the permanent prevention of war and the 
establishment of conditions of freedom and democracy as rapidly as possible in all countries. 

 
Source: Excerpt from the “Iron Curtain Speech” delivered by Winston Churchill, March 1946 in Fulton, Missouri. 
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Document B: The Truman Doctrine (Modified) 
 

The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and economic 
assistance…Greece is in desperate need of financial and economic assistance to enable it to resume purchases 
of food, clothing, fuel, and seeds. 

 
The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed 
men, led by Communists, who defy the government's authority Greece must have assistance if it is to become a 
self-supporting and self-respecting democracy. The United States must supply this assistance… No other nation 
is willing and able to provide the necessary support for a democratic Greek government. 

 
One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is the creation of conditions in which we 
and other nations will be able to work out a way of life free from coercion. 

 
It is necessary only to glance at a map to realize that the survival and integrity of the Greek nation are of grave 
importance in a much wider situation. If Greece should fall under the control of an armed minority, the effect 
upon its neighbor, Turkey, would be immediate and serious. 
 
Confusion and disorder might well spread throughout the entire Middle East Should we fail to aid Greece and 
Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the West as well as to the East. 

 
The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. If we falter in our leadership, 
we may endanger the peace of the world. And we shall surely endanger the welfare of this nation. 

 
Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift movement of events. 

 
Source: Excerpt from the “Truman Doctrine Speech,” delivered by President Truman to Congress on March 12, 
1947. 

 
 

Document C: Soviet Ambassador Telegram (Modified) 
 

The foreign policy of the United States, which reflects the imperialist tendencies of American monopolistic 
capital, is characterized in the postwar period by a striving for world supremacy. This is the real meaning of the 
many statements by President Truman and other representatives of American ruling circles; that the United 
States has the right to lead the world. All the forces of American diplomacy -- the army, the air force, the navy, 
industry, and science -- are enlisted in the service of this foreign policy. For this purpose broad plans for 
expansion have been developed and are being implemented through diplomacy and the establishment of a 
system of naval and air bases stretching far beyond the boundaries of the United States, through the arms race, 
and through the creation of ever newer types of weapons. . . . 

 
During the Second World War ............................ [American leaders] calculated that the United States of America, 
if it could avoid direct participation in the war, would enter it only at the last minute, when it could easily affect 
the outcome of the war, completely ensuring its interests. 

 
In this regard, it was thought that the main competitors of the United States would be crushed or greatly 
weakened in the war, and the United States by virtue of this circumstance would assume the role of the most 
powerful factor in resolving the fundamental questions of the postwar world. 

 
Source: Excerpt from a telegram sent by Soviet Ambassador Nikolai Novikov to Soviet Leadership in September 
1946. 
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Document D: Henry Wallace (Modified) 
 

I have been increasingly disturbed about the trend of international affairs since the end of the war. 
 

How do American actions appear to other nations? I mean actions [like] the Bikini tests of the atomic bomb and 
continued production of bombs, the plan to arm Latin America with our weapons, and the effort to secure air 
bases spread over half the globe from which the other half of the globe can be bombed. I cannot but feel that 
these actions must make it look to the rest of the world as if we were only paying lip service to peace at the 
conference table. 

 
These facts rather make it appear either (1) that we are preparing ourselves to win the war which we regard as 
inevitable or (2) that we are trying to build up a predominance [largest amount] of force to intimidate the rest 
of mankind. 

 
Our interest in establishing democracy in Eastern Europe, where democracy by and large has never existed, 
seems to [the Soviets] an attempt to reestablish the encirclement of unfriendly neighbors which might serve as 
a springboard of still another effort to destroy [them]. 

 
Source: Secretary of Commerce and former Vice President Henry A. Wallace letter to President Harry S. Truman, 
July 23, 1946. Truman asked Wallace to resign shortly after this letter. 

 
 
Iron Curtain Speech 

1. Sourcing: Who was Winston Churchill? Why would Americans trust what he has to say about 
the Soviet Union? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Close reading: What does Churchill claim that the Soviet Union wanted? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Truman Doctrine 
1. Close reading: Why did Truman believe Greece needed American aid in 1947? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Context: What does Truman mean when he claims, “Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey 
in this fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the West as well as to the East”? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Close reading: Does Truman present American policy as offensive or defensive? What 
words or phrases does Truman use to present policy this way? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Soviet Ambassador Telegram 
1. Sourcing: Who was Nicholas Novikov? When did he write this telegram? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Close reading: How does Novikov describe the United States? What evidence does he use to 
support his description? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Context: What does Novikov claim the United States planned during the Second World War? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Henry Wallace Letter 
1. Sourcing: Who was Henry Wallace? When did he write this letter? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Close Reading: What is Wallace’s main argument? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Corroboration: How does Wallace’s description of American foreign policy compare 

to Truman’s and Novikov’s? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Activity adapted from Stanford History Education Group 

Record your first claim: Who was primarily responsible for the Cold War - the United States or 
the Soviet Union? Why? 

Record your second claim: Who was primarily responsible for the Cold War - the United 
States or the Soviet Union? Why? 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source. Then, answer the questions. 

 

The Civil Rights Movement 
 

An Overview of the Civil Rights Movement 
The Civil Rights Movement did not suddenly appear out of nowhere in the twentieth century. Efforts to improve 
the quality of life for African Americans are as old as the United States. By the time of the American Revolution in 
the late eighteenth century, abolitionists were already working to eliminate racial injustice and bring an end to the 
institution of slavery. During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which 
was codified into law as the Thirteenth Amendment to the US Constitution. The Thirteenth Amendment officially 
outlawed slavery and went into effect in 1865. 

After the Civil War, during the period known as Reconstruction, the passage of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Amendments established a legal foundation for the political equality of African Americans. Despite the abolition of 
slavery and legal gains for African Americans, racial segregation known as Jim Crow arose in the South. Jim Crow 
segregation meant that Southern blacks would continue to live in conditions of poverty and inequality, with white 
supremacists denying them their hard-won political rights and freedoms. 

"Colored" waiting room at the Durham, North Carolina bus 
station, May 1940. Photograph by Jack 
Delano. Image courtesy Library of Congress. 
 
The twentieth-century Civil Rights Movement emerged as a 
response to the unfulfilled promises of emancipation, partly 
as a result of the experiences of black soldiers in the Second 
World War. African Americans fought in a segregated military 
while being exposed to US propaganda emphasizing liberty, 
justice, and equality. After fighting in the name of democracy 
in other countries around the world, many African American 
veterans returned to the United States determined to 
achieve the rights and prerogatives of full citizenship. 

The Civil Rights Movement involved many different strategies and approaches, including legal action, nonviolent 
civil disobedience, and black militancy. 

Civil rights and the Supreme Court 
One of the earliest approaches was centered in the courts. Spearheaded by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), this strategy initiated lawsuits to undermine the legal foundation of Jim 
Crow segregation in the South. The landmark Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka ruling held that separate 
facilities were inherently unequal and thereby declared segregation in public education to be unconstitutional. 

While the Supreme Court decision was a major victory for civil rights, white supremacists in the South pledged 
"massive resistance" to desegregation. In response to Brown v. Board, a group of Southern congressmen issued the 
“Southern manifesto,” denouncing the court’s decision and pledging to resist its enforcement. Ultimately, federal 
intervention was required to implement the ruling. 

 

Section 5: US History 
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Nonviolent protest and civil disobedience 
With authorities in the South actively resisting court orders to desegregate, some leaders of the Civil Rights 
Movement turned to direct action and nonviolent civil disobedience. Civil rights activists launched the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott in 1955, after Rosa Parks refused to vacate her seat on the bus for a white person. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. emerged as a leader of the boycott, which was the first mass direct action of the contemporary Civil Rights 
Movement and provided a template for the efforts of activists across the country. 

Protestors carrying signs at the March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom, 1963. Image courtesy the 
National Archives. 

Religious groups such as the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), student organizations like 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), and labor unions such as the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL-CIO), all took part in massive 
protests to raise awareness and to accelerate the 
momentum for passage of federal civil rights legislation. 
The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom was the 
largest civil rights protest in US history, and contributed 
to the successful implementation of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Mass direct action was highly effective, particularly due to widespread news media coverage of nonviolent 
protestors being harassed and physically beaten by law enforcement officers. 

Black Power 
Although comprehensive civil rights legislation represented a major victory for the Civil Rights Movement, the 
obstinacy of the white power structure in the South convinced some black activists that nonviolent civil 
disobedience was insufficient. Some African Americans were also concerned about the presence of so many 
northern middle-class whites in the movement. The Freedom Summer of 1964, during which northern white college 
students joined black activists in a voter registration drive in the South, was seen by some as an attempt to impose 
white leadership onto the Civil Rights Movement. 

As a response to the continued power of whites, both within and outside of the movement, a more militant variety 
of civil rights activism emerged. One of its most influential proponents was Malcolm X, born Malcolm Little, who 
advocated black self-reliance, cultural pride, and self-defense in the face of racial violence. The approach that 
Malcolm X spearheaded came to be known as Black Power, and it gained many adherents after the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968 at the hands of James Earl Ray, an escaped convict and white supremacist. Stokely 
Carmichael of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and the Black Panther Party were among the most 
vocal proponents of Black Power after the assassination of Malcolm X in 1965. 

The unfinished business of the Civil Rights Movement 
The Civil Rights Movement racked up many notable victories, from the dismantling of Jim Crow segregation in the 
South, to the passage of federal legislation outlawing racial discrimination, to the widespread awareness of the 
African American cultural heritage and its unique contributions to the history of the United States. The 2008 election 
of the nation’s first African American president, Barack Obama, was a striking indication of just how far the struggle 
for equality has come. Yet other indicators reveal that there is still much work to do. 
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The goal of full social, economic, and political equality still has not been reached. African Americans continue to be 
incarcerated at a rate greatly disproportionate to their percentage of the population. Black men are the most 
frequent victims of police brutality, while poverty rates among black children and families are higher than among 
either whites or Latinos. Stereotypical portrayals of African Americans remain prevalent in popular culture. Many 
black Americans suffer from poor access to social services and from systemic inequalities in institutions like public 
education. As successful as the Civil Rights Movement was, there still remains unfinished business in the struggle 
for full equality. 

Source: Khan Academy 

 
 

 

 

Write It Out 
1. Why did the Civil Rights Movement of the 20th century emerge? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What were the different strategies and approaches used during the Civil Rights Movement? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What are some examples of each strategy?  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Describe the reaction of white supremacists in the South to Civil Rights, including “massive 

resistance.” 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Why did Brown bring suit to the Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What was the court’s ruling? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
7. How does this court case impact your lives today? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source. Then, answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper. 
 

I Have a Dream – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. –  
March on Washington -  August 28, 1963 

 
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the 
history of our nation. 
 
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had 
been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity. 
But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly 
crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives 
on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro 
is still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come 
here today to dramatize a shameful condition. 
 
In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the 
magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note 
to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, 
would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today 
that America has defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of 
honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back 
marked "insufficient funds." 
 
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds 
in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this check, a check that will give us 
upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. 
 
We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. This is no time to engage 
in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises 
of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial 
justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. 
Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God's children. 
 
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of the Negro's 
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-
three is not an end, but a beginning. And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be 
content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. And there will be neither rest nor 
tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake 
the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges. 
 
But there is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads into the palace 
of justice: In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to 
satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our 
struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into 
physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. 
 
The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all white 
people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize that their 
destiny is tied up with our destiny. And they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our 
freedom. 
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We cannot walk alone. 
 
And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 
 
We cannot turn back. 
 
There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can never be satisfied 
as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long 
as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of 
the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We 
can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by signs 
stating: "For Whites Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New 
York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until "justice 
rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream." 
 
I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have come 
fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your quest -- quest for freedom left you 
battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans 
of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, 
go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and 
ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed. 
 
Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 
 
And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted 
in the American dream. 
 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." 
 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave 
owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 
 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering 
with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 
 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of 
their skin but by the content of their character. 
 
I have a dream today! 
 
I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with 
the words of "interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will 
be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 
 
I have a dream today! 
 
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough 
places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all flesh shall see it together." 
 
This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with. 
 
With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith, we will be 
able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we 
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will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom 
together, knowing that we will be free one day. 
 
And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with new meaning: 
My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. 
Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride, 
From every mountainside, let freedom ring! 
 
And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 
 
And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. 
Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. 
Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. 
Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado. 
Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. 
 
But not only that: 
Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. 
Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. 
Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. 
From every mountainside, let freedom ring. 
 
And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from 
every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white 
men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro 
spiritual: 
  
Free at last! Free at last! 
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! 
 
Source: National Archives 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the March on 
Washington. Image courtesy Wikimedia Commons. 
 
View from the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC, on August 28, 1963, where more than a quarter of a million 
protestors gathered to hear Dr. Martin Luther King deliver his 'I Have a Dream' speech. Image courtesy Wikimedia 
Commons. 
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“I Have a Dream” Questions 
 

1. Find seven words about which you are unsure and look up their meanings.  Write the definitions and parts 
of speech. 

 
2.  “Five score years ago," the opening phrase of King's speech, is an allusion to what or whom?   
      Why was this an appropriate and strong way for King to begin his speech? 
 
3.  In the second paragraph, King says that "the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of 

segregation and the chains of discrimination."  
o These words bring up strong images of slavery. Why would this be an effective method of moving his 

audience?  
o What inference was King making about the progress of African Americans to enter the mainstream of 

American life in the one hundred years which followed the end of slavery?  
 
4.  List at least two possible effects upon King's audience of repeating the phrase, "I have a dream." 
 
5.  What are some of the specific acts of injustice against African Americans which King cites in his speech? 
 
6.  Near the end of his speech, King names many different states. Why do you think he did this? 
 
7.  "I Have a Dream" was a persuasive speech meant to convey to King's audience the need for change and 

encourage them to work for federal legislation to help end racial discrimination.  If you had been in the vast 
crowd that day, do you think you would have been moved my King's speech? Why or why not? 

 
8.  Besides the Declaration of Independence and the Bible, King cites "the American dream" as a source  
     for his own dream. What is the American dream? Discuss this concept with friends and family members and 

then write a composite definition for this commonly used term. 
 
9.  How does MLK's dream relate to you? 
 
10. What still needs to happen in order to realize the dream? What can be done to further realize the              
       dream? What can you do as an individual? What can you do as a part of a group within your school?  
       What can you do as a part of your community?  
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Investigating Map Projections 
 

Directions: Analyze the following sources, and use the information you discover to fill in the information 
on the “Comparing Map Projections to the Globe” chart. 
 
Globe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mercator Projection 

Section 6: Geography 
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Mollweide Projection 

 

Robinson Projection 
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Directions: Analyze the maps. Then, answer the questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: See the Data Blog 

Write It Out 
1. Do you think it makes a difference if a continent is at the “top” or “bottom” of the map? Does it 

matter if a continent is larger or smaller in relation to other continents and on the map and on the 
globe?  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Is there a map that’s accurate for everyone? What recommendations do you have for school 
settings? 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Selecting Settlement Sites 

Directions: Look closely at the following maps and read the notes below them. Then, circle the letter at 
the location where you think a settlement was mostly likely to develop. You can place a X instead of 
circling a letter if you think another location is a better site selection. Write the reasons for your choices 
in the margins. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brainstorm 
1. Why do you think our town is here? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What factors would have been considered in deciding a town’s location in the 1800s? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Write It Out 
1. What factors seem to have had the greatest influence on site selection during each of the years? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Are these factors similar to the ones identified at the beginning of the activity? Explain. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. How does the passage of time alter the relative importance of each of these factors? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. How do changes in technology influence the site selection process? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What additional information would be helpful in making a decision for each of the maps? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What factors do you think contributed to the growth of settlements into big cities? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Then, rank sites A, B, C, and D from first choice to last choice for a town settlement.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write It Out 
Write a paragraph about each site indicating factors that make it a good selection and factors that 
make it not a good selection. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Use the map below to analyze why cities and towns in Louisiana developed where they did. 
Look at the impact of landforms, such as rivers, coastlines, or mountain ranges in building cities, 
railroads, and highways. On a separate sheet of paper, write three paragraphs explaining the “why of 
where” for three settlements in Louisiana. You may wish to conduct additional research to further 
analyze their state’s settlement history.                                                                         

Source: National Geographic 
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Directions: A century ago, Henry Ford’s assembly lines began to make automobiles commonplace, and 
the United States’ interstate highway system was just developing. What did this mean in terms of the 
growth and location of towns? How would the mass production of the automobile have impacted port 
cities like New Orleans? Using what you have learned during this activity, on a separate sheet of paper, 
write three paragraphs in response to the above questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Ford 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Port of New Orleans 
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Primaries and Caucuses: How do the parties choose a candidate? – 
Handout Key 
 

Directions: Define and explain the significance of the following terms. You may also use the articles, 
your  
textbook or the Internet to help you with the terms below. 
 
nomination – the official endorsement of a candidate by a party 
 
national party convention – held in the summer before the general election, where the candidate is 
chosen by the delegates selected during the primaries and caucuses and the party platform is adopted 
 
primary – a preliminary election, in this case of delegates that are usually pledged to vote for particular 
candidates at party nominating conventions, first held in 1912, now over 40 states will hold them with 
about 75% of delegates being chosen this way, state laws determine when they are held, parties 
establish rules for how delegates are allocated; New Hampshire Primary – traditionally the first 
primary, receives a great deal of media attention 
 
open primary – open to all, regardless of party affiliation 
 
closed primary – open only to those registered as party members 
 
caucus – the original method by which most delegates to the nominating conventions were selected, 
now much less popular, formerly run by party bosses, now consists of meetings open to voters 
registered with each party where candidates are discussed and delegates are selected to go to larger 
caucuses and ultimately to the national conventions; Iowa Caucus – traditionally the first caucus and 
first event in the primary season, thus much media attention is given to it 
 
frontloading – states holding their primaries and caucuses earlier and earlier to capitalize on 
disproportionate attention paid to early primaries and caucuses 
 
Super Tuesday – the Tuesday in early March when a number of Southern states have held their 
primaries together in order to balance the importance of earlier events in Northern states, this year there 
will be several “super Tuesdays” 
 
delegate – voting representative to party nominating convention where the candidate for president is 
chosen, usually pledged to a particular candidate superdelegates – party leaders, such as elected 
officials, who are given seats at a nominating Convention 
 
proportional system – system used in Democratic primaries and some Republican primaries whereby 
candidates are allocated the same proportion of a state’s delegates as they received votes 
 
winner-take-all system – system used in some Republican primaries whereby the candidate to receive 
the most votes in a state receives all of that state’s delegate 
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Directions: Look at the schedule of primaries and answer the following questions about it. 
 

1. When does the primary season begin and end?  
2. Which events are expected first for both parties? Iowa caucus and the New Hampshire primary 
3. Are there groups of states that hold their primaries on the same days? Explain. Yes, there are 

several groups of states that hold primaries on the same days. The largest of these is “Super 
Tuesday‟ in March. 

4. Are all states having a primary or caucus for both parties? Yes, all states will have a primary for 
both parties so they may send delegates to the party’s national convention. 

5. When is your state holding its primaries or caucuses? See the schedule. 
6. Why does the schedule sometimes differ from one presidential primary season to another? One 

of the main reasons is that states have moved their primaries up in an attempt to frontload a 
specific candidate, and “Super Tuesday” has fewer participating states than in the past. 

7. What traditionally happens during the nominating process for a party that has a sitting president 
up for re-election? The incumbent is usually easily re-nominated, often by 100% of the 
convention delegates. 

8. Explain the nomination process in your state. Students may consult their state websites or other 
materials provided by state election officials. 

• Does your state hold primaries or caucuses or both? 
• How are delegates to the national conventions allocated in your state? 
• Is there anything unique about the process in your state? Answers will vary 
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High School Social Studies Parent Answer Document 

Section 4: World History and Section 5: US History 

Pg. 
37 

#1: Wilson subsequently used the Fourteen Points as the basis for negotiating 
the Treaty of Versailles that ended the war. Although the Treaty did not fully 
realize Wilson's unselfish vision, the Fourteen Points still stand as the most 
powerful expression of the idealist strain in United States diplomacy. 
#2: Wilson's hope for a post World War I society had both strengths and 
weaknesses. One of the biggest strengths included a plan for the breaking 
down of trade barriers between different countries. Wilson hoped that 
countries would remove barriers (like tariffs or embargoes) so that countries all 
over the world could trade goods and reap the benefits. Another strength of 
his post World War I plan was to grant sovereignty to nations like Austria-
Hungary. His plan came with weaknesses however. One of the ones that 
initially was seen as a strength but ended up as a weaknesses was the creation 
of the League of Nations. This was supposed to be an international peace 
keeping body. However, there was no way to enforce international peace, as 
countries were not necessarily forced to provide military assistance when 
asked by the League. Another weakness of his plan was to try to reduce the 
amount of military weapons/armaments for each country. This would rely on 
countries to voluntarily give up resources, which ended up being a wildly 
unpopular idea. 
#3: Answers will vary-opinion. 

Pg. 
40 

The Iron Curtain Speech: 
#1: He was the Prime Minster of Great Britain during WWII.  He was our 
ally during the war. 
#2: To spread communism to other parts of the world. 
The Truman Doctrine: 
#1: Truman believed Greece needed American aid in 1947 to prevent 
communism from growing in power in that nation. In a speech to 
Congress in March, 1947, Truman asserted that Greece was being 
"threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed men, 
led by communists." 
#2: Truman’s claim outlines his idea of the Domino Theory.  The domino 
theory was a Cold War policy that suggested a communist government 
in one nation would quickly lead to communist takeovers in neighboring 
states, each falling like a perfectly aligned row of dominos. 
#3: Answers will vary-opinion 
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Record your first claim: claim statements will vary 
Soviet Ambassador Telegram: 
#1: A Soviet Ambassador; written in 1946 
#2: He states that the US has the right to lead all of the world. As a 
country planning for world domination. 
#3: That the U.S. would have waited to enter WWII if it could; joining 
only to protect its interests.  
Henry Wallace Letter: 
#1: Henry Wallace was the Secretary of Commerce at this time, and he 
wrote this letter after world war II had ended, in 1946. 
#2: Wallace’s main argument was that the actions that the United States 
have taken doesn't reflect their position for world peace and 
democracy. He says that with these actions other countries may surely 
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believe that America is only claiming to strive for world peace but only 
trying to establish its influence around the world. 
#3: Truman’s interpretation of the American foreign policy is completely 
opposite. He is fully dedicated to the containment policy and the strive 
for world peace. But on the other hand, Novikov’s perspective if very 
similar to that of Wallace’s. Both have an outlook that Americas actions 
don’t coincide with their policies, although Novikov claims that America 
is doing this on purpose, while Wallace says that it may seem to other 
countries so, and is not saying that it is his opinion.  
Record your claim: Answers will vary 
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Write it out: 
#1: The twentieth-century Civil Rights Movement emerged as a response to 
the unfulfilled promises of emancipation, partly as a result of the experiences 
of black soldiers in the Second World War. African Americans fought in a 
segregated military while being exposed to US propaganda emphasizing 
liberty, justice, and equality.  
#2: The Civil Rights Movement involved many different strategies and 
approaches, including legal action, nonviolent civil disobedience, and black 
militancy. 
#3: Sit-ins, bus boycotts, and the rise of the Black Panther Party. 
#4: After the Supreme Court ruled school segregation unconstitutional in the 
1954 Brown cases, it ordered that schools be desegregated with “all deliberate 
speed.” But many white Americans, especially in the South, responded angrily 
to the Court’s rulings. They did not want public schools to be desegregated. 
Soon, "Massive Resistance, a campaign to block desegregation at the local, 
state, and national level, was underway. 
#5: In his lawsuit, Brown claimed that schools for black children were not equal 
to the white schools, and that segregation violated the so-called “equal 
protection clause” of the 14th Amendment, which holds that no state can “deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 
#6: The Separate but Equal doctrine was unconstitutional. 
#7: Answers will vary. 
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