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ELA (pg. 1-22) 

Math (pg. 23-42) 
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6th-8th GRADE DAILY ROUTINE 

TTiimmee AAccttiivviittyy 
EExxaammpplleess 

66--88 
8:00a Wake-Up and 

Prepare for the Day 
 

          

• Get dressed, brush teeth, eat breakfast 
 

                         

9:00a Morning Exercise 
 
 

 

• Exercises 
o Walking 
o Jumping Jacks 
o Push-Ups 
o Sit-Ups 
o Running in place 
o High Knees 
o Kick Backs 
o Sports 

 
NNOOTTEE:: Always stretch before and after physical activity 

10:00a Academic Time: 
Reading Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (ELA) 

• Packet 
o Reading (one lesson a day) 

11:00a Play Time Outside (if weather permits) 
12:00p Lunch and Break 

 

• Eat lunch and take a break 
• Video game or TV time 
• Rest 

2:00p Academic Time: 
Math Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (Math) 
 

• Packet 
o Math (one lesson a day) 

3:00p Academic 
Learning/Creative 
Time 

 

• Puzzles 
• Flash Cards 
• Board Games 
• Crafts 
• Bake or Cook (with adult) 

4:00p Academic Time: 
Reading for Fun 

 

• Independent reading 
o Talk with others about the book 

5:00p Academic Time: 
Science and Social 
Studies 

      

• Online 
o Plato (Science and Social Studies) 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00a Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete, cepíllate los dientes, desayuna 

 
9:00a Ejercicio Mañanero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Siempre hay que estirarse antes y después de cualquier 
actividad física. 

• Ejercicios 
o Caminar 
o Saltos de tijeras 
o Lagartijas 
o Abdominales 
o Correr en el mismo lugar 
o Rodillas altas 
o Patadas hacia atrás 
o Deportes 

 
10:00a Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Lectura 
• En Línea: 

o Plato (ELA)  
• Paquete: 

o Leer(una lección al día) 
11:00a Tiempo para jugar Afuera(si el clima lo permite) 
12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Almorzar y tomar un descanso 

• Este es tiempo para jugar videos y 
ver televisión 

• Descansar 
2:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Matemáticas   
• En Línea: 

o Plato (Matemática) 
• Paquete 

o Matemática (una lección al 
día) 

3:00p Aprendizaje Académico/Tiempo Creativo • Rompecabezas 
• Tarjetas Flash 
• Juegos de Mesa 
• Artesanías 
• Hornear o Cocinar( con un adulto) 

4:00p Tiempo Académico: 
Leyendo por Diversión 

• Lectura Independiente  
o Habla con otros acerca de 

lo que leíste 
5:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Ciencias y Estudios Sociales  
• En Línea 

o PLato(Ciencia y Estudios 
Sociales) 



8th Grade-ELA
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L9: Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs 255L8: Verb Moods 255

Guided Practice  Rewrite each sentence, changing the mood as indicated in parentheses.

Lesson 8
Verb Moods

Introduction  Verb moods indicate the writer’s view as to whether a statement is a 
fact, a command, a question, a possibility, or something that is contrary to fact.

Verb Mood Example

Indicative expresses a fact or opinion. The election will be on Tuesday.

Imperative gives a command, omitting the subject. Remember to vote.

Interrogative asks a question. Have you met all the candidates?

Conditional expresses a possibility or uncertainty, 
often using could, would, or might.

Kim would make the best president.

Subjunctive expresses something contrary to fact, 
or makes a suggestion, using a that clause.

I wish Tyler were a candidate. 
I recommend that you vote for Kim.

• When you use the subjunctive mood with a singular subject, use the plural verb form in 
most cases. If the verb is be, use the past plural, were, when expressing something contrary 
to fact.

I suggest that he join (not joins) the campaign.

Jenna acts as if she were (not was or is) already president.

• When a main clause uses conditional words like would or might, these words are often 
unnecessary in the subordinate clause and should be avoided.

I would have voted for Maya if she had (not would have) asked me. 

1  If it is not too late, I will vote. (subjunctive and conditional; see 
Hint)  

2  Will you vote for Harry for president? (imperative)

 

3  He commands the stage like a movie star. (subjunctive, using 
“as if”)  

4  Harry would be an excellent president. (indicative)

 

Hint

You can combine a 
subordinate clause 
that is subjunctive 
with a main clause  
that is conditional. 

Example: 
If I were you, I would 
register to vote.

Section 1 Activities
8th Grade-ELA

 1
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L8: Verb Moods256

For numbers 1–5, choose the correct answer.

 1  If you want an intelligent leader, you 
should choose Marty. 

Which revision changes the underlined 
clause from the conditional to the 
imperative mood? 

A choose Marty

B you will choose Marty

C Marty might be the best choice

D Marty would be the best choice

 2  If all the votes have been counted,  
is Marty the winner? 

Which revision changes the underlined 
clause from the interrogative to the 
indicative mood? 

A Marty should be the winner.

B Marty would be the winner.

C Marty were the winner.

D Marty is the winner.

 3  They will be surprised when you 
announce the winner. 

Which revision changes the underlined 
clause from the indicative to the 
conditional mood? 

A They might be surprised

B Will they be surprised

C Surprise them

D They were surprised

 4  The committee urged that Travis should 
consider his vote carefully.

Which of the following is the best 
substitute for the underlined verb 
phrase in the sentence? 

A consider

B will consider

C considers

D would consider

 5  If Lori was a candidate, I would have 
voted for her.

Which of the following is the best 
substitute for the underlined verb  
in the sentence?

A will be

B is

C were

D could be

Answer Form
1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D 5
Number 
Correct

Independent Practice

 2
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L9: Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs 257L9: Shifts in Voice and Mood 257

Guided Practice  Underline inappropriate shifts in verb voice or mood. Then, on a 
separate piece of paper, rewrite each sentence to correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice or mood.

Lesson 9
Shifts in Voice and Mood

Introduction  Shifting verb voice (active and passive) or mood (indicative, 
imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive) within a sentence can make your writing 
awkward and confuse your reader.

• Avoid changing from the passive voice to the active voice, and vice versa.

Shifts in Voice

 passive active

Inconsistent:  The Carolina Ballet Theatre was created in 1972, and its founder designed it 
to be a permanent dance company.

 passive passive

Better:   The Carolina Ballet Theatre was created in 1972, and it was designed by its 
founder to be a permanent dance company.

 active active

Better:   The founder created the Carolina Ballet Theatre in 1972, and she designed 
it to be a permanent dance company.

• Avoid shifting from one verb mood to another.

Shifts in Verb Mood

 imperative indicative

Inconsistent:  Go to the website, and you will read more about the company.

 imperative imperative

Better:   Go to the website, and read more about the company. 

1  The Carolina Ballet Theatre employs ten dancers, and each 
dancer would be uniquely talented.

2  Watch them perform, and you will learn more about ballet.

3  Students in the community are reached out to by the dance 
company, so ballet influences their lives in a positive way.

4  The dance company is supported by generous donors, and it 
has performed in many other countries.

Hint

When you use active 
voice, the subject does 
the action. When you 
use passive voice, the 
subject receives the 
action.

 3
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L9: Shifts in Voice and Mood258

For numbers 1 and 2, read the sentences. Which 
revision best corrects the shift in verb mood?

 1  Find out how to get tickets, and it is a 
good idea to buy them right away.

A Find out how to get tickets, and 
buy them right away.

B You will need to find out how to 
get tickets, and make sure to buy 
them right away.

C Did you find out how to get tickets, 
and it is a good idea to buy them 
right away?

D Find out how to get tickets, and is 
it a good idea to buy them right 
away?

 2  Melissa Podcasy is a wonderful dancer, 
and enjoy watching her perform.

A Melissa Podcasy is a wonderful 
dancer, and will you enjoy watching 
her perform?

B Melissa Podcasy is a wonderful 
dancer, and you will enjoy watching 
her perform.

C Is Melissa Podcasy a wonderful 
dancer, and might you enjoy 
watching her perform?

D Melissa Podcasy would be a 
wonderful dancer, and enjoy 
watching her perform.

For numbers 3 and 4, read the sentences. Which 
revision best corrects the shift in verb voice?

 3  Podcasy performed with the ballet, 
and tours were arranged for her by 
Columbia Artists.

A Podcasy has performed, and tours 
have been arranged for her.

B Podcasy performed with the ballet, 
and tours have been arranged for 
her by Columbia Artists.

C Podcasy performed with the ballet, 
and Columbia Artists arranged 
tours for her.

D Podcasy was performed with the 
ballet, and tours happened.

 4  Performances have been arranged by 
dancer Timour Bourtasenkov, and he has 
starred in many roles.

A Performances have been arranged, 
and dancer Timour Bourtasenkov 
has starred in many roles.

B Performances, arranged by dancer 
Timour Bourtasenkov, and he has 
starred in many roles.

C Performances were arranged by 
dancer Timour Bourtasenkov, and 
he starred in many roles.

D Dancer Timour Bourtasenkov has 
arranged performances, and he has 
starred in many roles.

Answer Form
1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

Number 
Correct 4

Independent Practice

 4
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77L9: Summarizing Literary Texts

Part 1: Introduction

Your best friend missed her favorite show. She knows you watch it, too, and calls asking you 
to summarize what happened. When you summarize, you briefly retell the main characters, 
setting, conflict, and important events. To paint as clear a picture as possible, you make sure 
your summary is objective, or free of your own opinions.

Study these images about a time traveler. Look for details about character, setting, 
and events.

Littleton

The year is 1906. Artemus sets his 
time machine for the year 2056 . . .

. . . only to discover that the future 
isn't what he had hoped it would be.

Now review the graphic organizer below. Notice that it includes only essential details, tells 
events in the order they happened, and is free of personal opinions.

Setting Important Event

A town at two different 
time periods

Time traveler from the past hops onto 
his time machine.

Characters Important Event

Time traveler
Time traveler journeys to the future, 
finds town destroyed.

Summary

A time traveler journeys to the future with a time machine and finds 
that his town has been destroyed.

Summarizing isn’t just a way for you to describe a story to others. It can also be a tool to help 
you understand what you’re reading. Stop occasionally to summarize what has happened. 
Be sure you include only the most important details. This process will help you check your 
understanding of a text and remember important details.

Theme: Views of Other Worlds

Summarizing Literary Texts
Lesson 9

 5
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L9: Summarizing Literary Texts78

Read the first three paragraphs of this science fiction story.

Explore how to answer this question: “How can you best summarize this part of the story?”

Remember that a summary is a brief retelling that includes the main characters, setting, and important 
events. Underline each of these things in the story above.

Summaries should be objective, or free of opinions and judgments. Read the following summary of 
the story. Cross out any opinions and personal feelings in the summary.

 In the year 2218, the Ulysses sets off on a really dangerous mission to begin the 
terraforming of planet Spectra 8. They have to deal with some scary problems 
along the way, but they finally reach the planet. The most interesting part is how 
pilot Bobby Sullivan brings the ship in for a safe landing.

• “Really dangerous” in the first sentence is an opinion and not a detail from the text. Cross it out.

• The word “scary” in the second sentence is another opinion. Cross it out, too.

• Remove “The most interesting part,” which is a judgment.

Find a partner and work together to improve this part of the summary. Include additional 
information about the characters, setting, and important events. Also be sure to keep the summary 
objective by avoiding opinions and judgments, such as “My favorite part was . . .” or “It was great 
how . . .”

Touchdown on Spectra Omicron 8 by William Nicols

 This just in! The UFP Ulysses vessel has touched down on the planet Spectra 8. This signifies the 
first stage in its terraforming expedition. The complex multi-stage terraforming process will make 
Spectra’s atmosphere more like that of Earth and livable for humans.

 Captain Jane Young and her crew of 21 blasted off in May of 2218 for the 6-year journey through 
deep space to reach the lifeless planet. They encountered a number of problems along the way. First, 
they were stuck in the gravitational pull of an anti-matter black hole. They also had to deal with a 
salmonella outbreak in the ship’s food storage.

 In October of this year, the Ulysses established orbit. Lieutenant Bobby Sullivan piloted the 
vessel toward the planet’s surface. He set the angle-of-entry so the ship would not burn up 
when passing through the atmosphere. After securing visual confirmation of the landing site, 
Sullivan deployed the landing gear, applied the thrusters, and brought the ship in for a soft 
three-point landing. 

(continued)

Genre: Science Fiction

 6
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L9: Summarizing Literary Texts 79

Show Your Thinking

Continue reading the science fiction story. Then answer the question 
that follows.

Circle the correct answer.

Which is the best summary for this portion of the text?

A Captain Young explores the planet’s surface and begins building the 
base camp.

B Captain Young shows she is a strong leader by quickly establishing 
the base camp.

C The domes in the base camp will be used for farming, geological 
research, and communications.

D The drill at the center of the camp is made from molten-carbon.

Hint
Avoid answer choices that 
include an opinion or 
unimportant details.

 Explain why the other answer choices are not good summaries of the second part of the text.

     

     

     

     

  Take turns briefly summarizing the entire story with a partner, using details about character, setting, 
and important events. Make sure your summaries are free of opinions and judgments.

  Now that the Ulysses has landed, it is time for Young and her 
team to begin exploring the planet’s surface. Spectra Omicron 8 is little 
more than loose rocks of red clay. One of Captain Young’s top 
priorities is establishing the Ulysses base camp with its many domed 
sections. With so much carbon monoxide in the atmosphere, oxygen 
corridors must be built to connect the domes, which will be used for 
farming, geological research, and communications. A molten-carbon 
drill will then be constructed in the camp’s center to burrow through 
to the planet’s core, carrying the terraforming unit that will aid in 
surface reconstruction.

Before you start 
summarizing, underline 
the names of important 
characters as well as clues 
about the setting. Circle 
important events.

Close Reading (continued from page 78)

 7
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L9: Summarizing Literary Texts80

Part 4: Guided Practice

As I read, I will pause to 
summarize who the 
characters are, where 
the story is set, and what 
some of the important 
events are.

Prime Contact by Justin Greenfield

Imperator’s log, the 36th of Quelnar, 4278

1  Today I had a fascinating meeting with a promising new 
captain by the name of Allya. The first thing I noticed about her 
was the remarkable hue of her purple eyes, much more vibrant 
than the rest of ours.

2  At any rate, she relayed to me how her crew had recently 
returned from a mission to the third planet from the central star, 
where they had an encounter with one of the dominant life 
forms. I inquired as to the extent of the creatures’ technology, 
and Allya replied that they had advanced machines but preferred 
to let their servants operate them. These servants live with 
them—in fact, there are often several servants in each home. 
They walk about on two legs, prepare food, and feed their four-
legged masters.

3  Allya then told me that a member of this alien race had 
returned with them on their ship. Of course, I asked to see the 
creature straight away, and when it was brought into my throne 
room, I was taken with how friendly it appeared, inviting but 
cautious. Its wide, green eyes were alert and confident, but—dare 
I say—bored?

4  Since it was a very short and very furry sort of alien, I lay 
down on the floor to establish better verbal communication with 
it. I welcomed it to Harlapan, home of the Galactic Confederacy. 
The creature stretched out its front legs and appeared to bow. I 
distinctly heard an odd purring sound coming from it. A form of 
telepathic language it shares with its species, perhaps?

5  “Meow,” it said with great dignity before turning to the task of 
licking its paws. Fascinating. 

In addition to the 
narrator, who are the 
main characters in the 
story? Circle the first 
mention of each one.

Close Reading

Read the science fiction story. Use the Study Buddy and the Close Reading to guide your reading.

Genre: Science Fiction

Underline important 
details that provide clues 
about where Allya was 
and the alien they have 
encountered.

 8
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Which of the following would you include in a summary of 
“Prime Contact”?

A It’s very funny that the Imperator doesn’t realize that the alien is 
a house cat.

B The Imperator of Harlapan asks to meet the alien that has returned 
with Allya.

C The alien loses interest in the Imperator and starts licking its paws.

D The Imperator is fascinated by Allya’s remarkable purple eyes.

2  Which is the best summary for the last events of the story?

A Allya travels to the third planet and brings back an alien.

B The people of Harlapan are clearly very advanced.

C The servants the Imperator describes must be humans.

D The alien meows and licks its paws, revealing that it‘s a cat.

3  The notes for a summary need to be arranged correctly into the order 
in which the events occur in the passage. 

 Indicate the correct chronological order of the events below by writing 
the numbers 1 to 8 on the blank before each sentence.

     An alien creature boards Allya’s ship.

     Captain Allya tells how the servants care for their masters.

     The Imperator lies down on the floor.

     The Imperator meets with Captain Allya.

     Allya and her crew visit another planet.

     The Imperator notices the alien’s confidence.

     The alien makes a strange purring sound.

     The Imperator asks to meet the alien.

Which of the four answer 
choices is an important 
statement about the 
story that does not 
contain an opinion?

Hints

Omit the choices that are 
not connected to the 
ending, or that are 
unimportant or 
not objective.

The story tells the events 
in a certain order. That is 
not, however, the order in 
which the events actually 
happened in time.

 9
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Read the story. Then answer the questions that follow.

from The War of the Worlds
by H. G. Wells

Earth was not prepared for the Martian invasion that began in a field outside of London. Disbelief turned to 
horror as the Martian forces spread throughout the country, destroying everything in their path. No human 
weapons were able to stop their deadly attacks and superior technology. Then a sudden and surprising set of 
events occurred that changed everything.

 1  I came upon the wrecked handling-machine halfway to St. John’s Wood station. At first I thought a 
house had fallen across the road. It was only as I clambered among the ruins that I saw, with a start, this 
mechanical Samson lying, with its tentacles bent and smashed and twisted, among the ruins it had made. The 
forepart was shattered. It seemed as if it had driven blindly straight at the house, and had been overwhelmed 
in its overthrow. It seemed to me then that this might have happened by a handling-machine escaping from 
the guidance of its Martian. I could not clamber among the ruins to see it, and the twilight was now . . . far 
advanced. . . .

 2  Wondering still more at all that I had seen, I pushed on towards Primrose Hill. Far away, through a 
gap in the trees, I saw a second Martian, as motionless as the first, standing in the park towards the Zoological 
Gardens, and silent. A little beyond the ruins about the smashed handling-machine I came upon the red 
weed1 again, and found the Regent’s Canal, a spongy mass of dark-red vegetation. . . . 

 3  Great mounds had been heaped about the crest of the hill, making a huge redoubt2 of it—it was the 
final and largest place the Martians had made—and from behind these heaps there rose a thin smoke against 
the sky. Against the sky line an eager dog ran and disappeared. The thought that had flashed into my mind 
grew real, grew credible. I felt no fear, only a wild trembling exultation, as I ran up the hill towards the 
motionless monster. Out of the hood hung lank shreds of brown, at which the hungry birds pecked and tore.

 4  In another moment I had scrambled up the earthen rampart and stood upon its crest, and the 
interior of the redoubt was below me. A mighty space it was, with gigantic machines here and there within it, 
huge mounds of material and strange shelter places. And scattered about it, some in their overturned war-
machines, some in the now rigid handling-machines, and a dozen of them stark and silent and laid in a row, 
were the Martians—dead—slain by the putrefactive3 and disease bacteria against which their systems were 
unprepared; slain as late the red weed was being slain; slain, all after man’s devices had failed, by the humblest 
things that God, in his wisdom, has put forth upon this earth. 
1 red weed: a fictional plant native to Mars

2 redoubt: temporary fortification, or wall built as a defense

3 putrefactive: rotting, having a foul odor

Part 5: Independent Practice

 10
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 5  For so it had come about, as indeed I and many men might have foreseen had not terror and disaster 
blinded our minds. These germs of disease have taken toll of humanity since life began here. . . . But there are 
no bacteria on Mars, and directly these invaders arrived, directly they drank and fed, our microscopic allies 
began to work their overthrow.

 1  Which detail from paragraph 1 would be least important 
to include in a summary of the paragraph?

A On the way to St. John’s Wood station, the narrator 
finds a demolished handling-machine.

B The machine seems to have collapsed in the middle of destroying a house.

C The narrator believes that the wreckage might be the result of a Martian losing control of 
the machine.

D Due to the lack of light, the narrator cannot see inside the wreck.

 2  Which of the following is not an objective statement of events?

A The narrator notices a second smashed and motionless handling-machine as he continues 
on his way towards Primrose Hill.

B The aliens probably felt they had nothing to fear from the weak creatures of Earth.

C After seeing smoke behind the Martian redoubt, the narrator has a thought that causes 
him to run eagerly toward another immobile machine.

D The remains of a Martian’s body are hanging out of the hood of one of the machines.

 3  Which statement is the best summary of paragraph 2?

A As the narrator approaches Primrose Hill, he finds more signs of the dying Martians.

B The narrator explores the area around the Zoological Gardens and the Regent’s Canal.

C Curious about the crashed machine, the narrator makes his way toward Primrose Hill.

D Two Martian machines have mysteriously broken down, and the narrator investigates.

Answer Form

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

Number 
Correct 4

Part 5: Independent Practice
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 4  Which statement relating to paragraphs 4 and 5 would be most important to include in a 
summary of the end of the story?

A The narrator has to stand on the crest of the Martian fortification in order to see the 
scene in its interior.

B On the other side of the redoubt is a huge space with odd areas of shelter.

C The Martians are conquered by simple disease bacteria to which their bodies are not 
immune.

D The people of Earth should have recognized the importance of bacteria in defeating the 
Martians.

 5  Write a brief and objective summary of this story. Remember to include the most important 
events, as well as at least three key details about characters and setting.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 52.Self Check

Part 5: Independent Practice
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Assessment 1 13

Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.

from Five Weeks in a Balloon
by Jules Verne  

published by George Routledge and Sons, 1876

 1  Dr. Ferguson had a friend—not another self, indeed, an alter ego, for friendship could not exist 
between two beings exactly alike.

 2  But, if they possessed different qualities, aptitudes, and temperaments, Richard Kennedy and Samuel 
Ferguson lived with one and the same heart, and that gave them no great trouble. In fact, quite the reverse. . . . 

 3  The acquaintanceship of these two friends had been formed in India, when they belonged to the same 
regiment. While Richard would be out in pursuit of the tiger and the elephant, Samuel would be in search of 
plants and insects. Each could call himself expert in his own province, and more than one rare botanical1 
specimen, that to science was as great a victory won as the conquest of a pair of ivory tusks, became the  
doctor’s booty.

 4  Since their return to England they had been frequently separated by the doctor’s distant expeditions; 
but, on his return, the latter never failed to go, not to ASK for hospitality, but to bestow some weeks of his 
presence at the home of his crony Richard.

 5  The Scot talked of the past; the doctor busily prepared for the future. The one looked back, the other 
forward. Hence, a restless spirit personified in Ferguson; perfect calmness typified in Kennedy—such was 
the contrast.

 6  After his journey to the Thibet, the doctor had remained nearly two years without hinting at new 
explorations; and Richard, supposing that his friend’s instinct for travel and thirst for adventure had at length 
died out, was perfectly enchanted. They would have ended badly, some day or other, he thought to himself; 
no matter what experience one has with men, one does not travel always with impunity2 among cannibals and 
wild beasts. So, Kennedy besought the doctor to tie up his bark for life, having done enough for science, and 
too much for the gratitude of men.

 7  The doctor contented himself with making no reply to this. He remained absorbed in his own 
reflections, giving himself up to secret calculations, passing his nights among heaps of figures, and making 
experiments with the strangest-looking machinery, inexplicable to everybody but himself. It could readily be 
guessed, though, that some great thought was fermenting3 in his brain.

 8  “What can he have been planning?” wondered Kennedy, when, in the month of January, his friend 
quitted him to return to London.

 9  He found out one morning when he looked into the Daily Telegraph.

10  “Merciful Heaven!” he exclaimed, “the lunatic! the madman! Cross Africa in a balloon! Nothing but 
that was wanted to cap the climax! That’s what he’s been bothering his wits about these two years past!”

1 botanical: relating to plants
2 impunity: being free from punishment or harm
3 fermenting: being in a state of intense activity
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11  . . . On that very evening Kennedy, half alarmed, and half exasperated, took the train for London, 
where he arrived next morning.

12  Three-quarters of an hour later a cab deposited him at the door of the doctor’s modest dwelling, in 
Soho Square, Greek Street. Forthwith he bounded up the steps and announced his arrival with five good, 
hearty, sounding raps at the door.

13  Ferguson opened, in person.

14  “Richard! You here?” he exclaimed, but with no great expression of surprise, after all.

15  “Richard himself!” was the response.  . . . 

16  “And what have you come to town for?”

17  “To prevent the greatest piece of folly that ever was conceived.”

18  “Folly!” said the doctor.

19  “Is what this paper says, the truth?” rejoined Kennedy, holding out the copy of the Daily Telegraph, 
mentioned above.

20  “Ah! That’s what you mean, is it? These newspapers are great tattlers! But, sit down, my dear Richard.”

21  “No, I won’t sit down!—Then, you really intend to attempt this journey?”

22  “Most certainly! All my preparations are getting along finely, and I—”

23  “Where are your traps? Let me have a chance at them! I’ll make them fly! I’ll put your preparations in 
fine order.” And so saying, the gallant Scot gave way to a genuine explosion of wrath.

24  “Come, be calm, my dear Richard!” resumed the doctor. “You’re angry at me because I did not 
acquaint you with my new project.”

25  “He calls this his new project!”

26  “I have been very busy,” the doctor went on, without heeding the interruption; “I have had so much 
to look after! But rest assured that I should not have started without writing to you.”

27  “Oh, indeed! I’m highly honored.”

28  “Because it is my intention to take you with me.”

29  Upon this, the Scotchman gave a leap that a wild goat would not have been ashamed of among his 
native crags.

30  “Ah! Really, then, you want them to send us both to Bedlam!”

31  “I have counted positively upon you, my dear Richard, and I have picked you out from all the rest.”

32  Kennedy stood speechless with amazement.  . . . 

33  But he made up his mind to oppose his friend’s departure by all means in his power, and so 
pretended to give in, at the same time keeping on the watch. As for the doctor, he went on diligently with 
his preparations.
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 17  This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Part A

How does Richard Kennedy feel when he reads the newspaper article about Samuel 
Ferguson’s plan? 

A He is shocked.

B He is angry but amused.

C He is nervous.

D He is secretly proud.

Part B

Which sentence from the story best supports the answer to part A? 

A “While Richard would be out in pursuit of the tiger and the elephant, Samuel would be 
in search of plants and insects.”

B “The Scot talked of the past; the doctor busily prepared for the future.”

C “‘Merciful Heaven!’ he exclaimed, ‘the lunatic! the madman!’”

D “‘Oh, indeed! I’m highly honored.’”

 18  What themes are revealed through the descriptions and interactions of Richard Kennedy and 
Samuel Ferguson? Select all that apply.

A True friends are willing to forgive past mistakes.

B Even the closest friends face challenges in their relationship.

C Even the best friendships can fade over time.

D Good friends always agree about important issues.

E Friendship is more important than success.

F Close friendships can develop between very different people.
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 19  Read the dialogue in paragraphs 21 through 27 of the excerpt. What does the dialogue reveal 
about Richard Kennedy?

A He is hurt because the doctor didn’t tell him about the plans.

B He is outraged because he considers the trip to be dangerous.

C He is impatient to get started on the journey.

D He is pleased that he will be included on the trip.

 20  The ancient Greek poem The Odyssey tells of the journey Odysseus makes to return to his 
home after the Trojan War and the many obstacles he faces and strange worlds he encounters. 
Based on the excerpt, how is the universal theme of the journey different in Five Weeks in 
a Balloon?

A The main character knows he must make the journey alone without help from others.

B The main character chooses to leave home and seek out adventure.

C The main character does not have a home that he can return to.

D The main character’s journey will take him to a familiar and popular place.

 16
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 21  Read the following excerpt from a play adapted from Five Weeks in a Balloon.

  It is morning, outside Dr. Samuel Ferguson’s modest home in London. Richard Kennedy exits 
a cab, runs up the steps, and pounds on the door. Samuel opens it.

 SAMUEL [Enthusiastic but not surprised]: Well hello, Richard! What are you doing here?

  RICHARD [Shaken]: What do you think? I’m here to stop you from committing the most 
outrageous foolishness of your life!

 SAMUEL [Furrowing his brow]: Foolishness?

  RICHARD [Holding out and waving a copy of the Daily Telegraph, open to the article about 
Samuel and his plan to cross Africa in a balloon]: Is it true what the paper says? What on 
earth can you be thinking?

  SAMUEL [Smiling]: Is that what all this fuss is about? Come inside, my dear friend,  
and take a seat.

  [The two men step inside and enter Samuel’s front room. Samuel gestures toward 
the couch.]

  RICHARD: [Angrily.] No, I will not sit down! Are you honestly going to attempt this  
ill-fated journey?

 SAMUEL: [Calmly] Absolutely. All my preparations are coming along most smoothly.

Compare and contrast how the differing structures of the story and the play contribute to the 
communication of meaning. Use details from both texts to support your response.
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Read the story. Then answer the questions that follow.

from A Pair of Silk Stockings
by Kate Chopin, 1876

 1  Little Mrs. Sommers one day found herself the unexpected possessor of fifteen dollars. It seemed to 
her a very large amount of money, and the way in which it stuffed and bulged her worn old porte-monnaie1 
gave her a feeling of importance such as she had not enjoyed for years. 

 2  The question of investment was one that occupied her greatly. For a day or two she walked about 
apparently in a dreamy state, but really absorbed in speculation and calculation. She did not wish to act 
hastily, to do anything she might afterward regret. But it was during the still hours of the night when she lay 
awake revolving plans in her mind that she seemed to see her way clearly toward a proper and judicious use of 
the money. 

 3  A dollar or two should be added to the price usually paid for Janie’s shoes, which would insure their 
lasting an appreciable time longer than they usually did. She would buy so and so many yards of percale2 for 
new shirt waists for the boys and Janie and Mag. She had intended to make the old ones do by skillful 
patching. Mag should have another gown. She had seen some beautiful patterns, veritable bargains in the shop 
windows. And still there would be left enough for new stockings—two pairs apiece—and what darning that 
would save for a while! She would get caps for the boys and sailor-hats for the girls. The vision of her little 
brood looking fresh and dainty and new for once in their lives excited her and made her restless and wakeful 
with anticipation. 

 4  The neighbors sometimes talked of certain “better days” that little Mrs. Sommers had known before 
she had ever thought of being Mrs. Sommers. She herself indulged in no such morbid retrospection. She had 
no time—no second of time to devote to the past. The needs of the present absorbed her every faculty. A vision 
of the future like some dim, gaunt monster sometimes appalled her, but luckily to-morrow never comes. 

 5  Mrs. Sommers was one who knew the value of bargains; who could stand for hours making her way 
inch by inch toward the desired object that was selling below cost. She could elbow her way if need be; she had 
learned to clutch a piece of goods and hold it and stick to it with persistence and determination till her turn 
came to be served, no matter when it came. 

 6  But that day she was a little faint and tired. She had swallowed a light luncheon—no! when she came 
to think of it, between getting the children fed and the place righted, and preparing herself for the shopping 
bout, she had actually forgotten to eat any luncheon at all! 
1 porte-monnaie: a small pocketbook or wallet for carrying money
2 percale: a kind of fabric usually used for making sheets and clothing
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 7  She sat herself upon a revolving stool before a counter that was comparatively deserted, trying to 
gather strength and courage to charge through an eager multitude that was besieging breastworks of shirting 
and figured lawn. An all-gone limp feeling had come over her and she rested her hand aimlessly upon the 
counter. She wore no gloves. By degrees she grew aware that her hand had encountered something very 
soothing, very pleasant to touch. She looked down to see that her hand lay upon a pile of silk stockings. 
A placard nearby announced that they had been reduced in price from two dollars and fifty cents to one dollar 
and ninety-eight cents; and a young girl who stood behind the counter asked her if she wished to examine 
their line of silk hosiery. She smiled, just as if she had been asked to inspect a tiara of diamonds with the 
ultimate view of purchasing it. But she went on feeling the soft, sheeny luxurious things—with both hands 
now, holding them up to see them glisten, and to feel them glide serpent-like through her fingers. 

 8  Two hectic blotches came suddenly into her pale cheeks. She looked up at the girl. 

 9  “Do you think there is any eights-and-a-half among these?” 

10  There were any number of eights-and-a-half. In fact, there were more of that size than any other. 
Here was a light-blue pair; there were some lavender, some all black and various shades of tan and gray. 
Mrs. Sommers selected a black pair and looked at them very long and closely. She pretended to be examining 
their texture, which the clerk assured her was excellent. 

11  “A dollar and ninety-eight cents,” she mused aloud. “Well, I’ll take this pair.” She handed the girl a 
five-dollar bill and waited for her change and for her parcel. What a very small parcel it was! It seemed lost in 
the depths of her shabby old shopping-bag. 

12  Mrs. Sommers after that did not move in the direction of the bargain counter. She took the elevator, 
which carried her to an upper floor into the region of the ladies’ waiting-rooms. Here, in a retired corner, she 
exchanged her cotton stockings for the new silk ones which she had just bought. She was not going through 
any acute mental process or reasoning with herself, nor was she striving to explain to her satisfaction the 
motive of her action. She was not thinking at all. She seemed for the time to be taking a rest from that 
laborious and fatiguing function and to have abandoned herself to some mechanical impulse that directed her 
actions and freed her of responsibility. 

 19
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 6  This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

In the last paragraph, what does the reader understand about Mrs. Sommers that she 
probably does not understand herself? 

A She has just taken the silk stockings without paying.

B She has forgotten how to behave properly in public.

C She is not able to think clearly because she is so upset.

D She longs for the life she had before she had children.

Part B

Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to part A?

A “Mrs. Sommers after that did not move in the direction of the bargain counter.”

B “She took the elevator, which carried her to an upper floor into the region of the ladies’ 
waiting-rooms.”

C “Here, in a retired corner, she exchanged her cotton stockings for the new silk ones which 
she had just bought.”

D “She seemed for the time to be taking a rest from that laborious and fatiguing function 
and to have abandoned herself to some mechanical impulse that directed her actions and 
freed her of responsibility.”

 7  What does Mrs. Sommers’ plan for using the money help the reader understand about what 
kind of person she is? Select all that apply.

A Her plan shows that she enjoys spending money on herself.

B Her plan shows that she is used to putting others before herself.

C Her plan shows that she often does things without thinking.

D Her plan shows that she does not really care about her family.

E Her plan shows that she behaves practically and sensibly.
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 8  What effect does the author create by comparing the silk stockings to a “tiara of diamonds”?

A The author expresses that the stockings are a luxury item.

B The author implies that the stockings are shiny.

C The author illustrates that the stockings are delicate.

D The author suggests that the stockings are covered in jewels.

 9  Many religious works include a character who gives in to temptation. For example, the Bible 
includes the story of Adam and Eve, in which Eve is tempted to eat a piece of forbidden 
fruit by a serpent. How does the character of Mrs. Sommers update this common literary 
character type?

A Because it is set in a city instead of a garden, Mrs. Sommers is tempted to spend extra 
money on her daughter’s shoes instead of being tempted to take a bite from the 
forbidden fruit.

B Because the character of Mrs. Sommers is a mother, she is tempted to buy too many items 
for her children instead of being tempted to take a bite from the forbidden fruit.

C Because of the more modern setting, Mrs. Sommers is tempted to spend money on what 
she wants instead of being tempted to take a bite from the forbidden fruit.

D Because the character of Mrs. Sommers is poor, she is tempted to steal a pair of stockings 
from a store instead of being tempted to take a bite from the forbidden fruit.

 10  Which of the following choices best summarizes this passage? 

A After Mrs. Sommers comes into possession of fifteen dollars, she decides to use the money 
on clothes for her children. However, she ends up spending some of it on a pair of silk 
stockings for herself.

B Mrs. Sommers goes to the store to buy a new pair of stockings. While there, she also 
purchases a variety of shoes, cloth, gown patterns, caps, and sailor-hats for her children.

C Mrs. Sommers has an admirable plan for using the money she finds, but her good 
intentions don’t last when she sees a beautiful pair of stockings. She spends all of the 
money on stockings.

D When Mrs. Sommers comes into an unexpected sum of money, she sees an opportunity 
for providing her children with new clothing. She plans to use her knowledge of bargains 
as she shops.

 21
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 11  Read the statements below. One describes a theme of the passage and the other describes 
how this theme is developed through the passage’s setting. Find a sentence from the story 
that supports each statement. Then write it in the box beside the statement it supports.

Theme
It can be difficult to 
live in the service 
of others.

Support from the passage:

How the setting 
helps develop 

this theme

The setting of the 
store provides 
Mrs. Sommers with 
the option of doing 
something for 
herself.

Support from the passage:

 22
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8th Grade Social Studies 
LEAP 2025 PRACTICE 

 
Directions:  
Read each source and question. Circle your answer by choosing the correct choice. 
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Get Counted! Name:
What is the Census? 
The census is a count of every person in our country. It’s our 
government’s way of keeping track of our population. Every ten years, 
the government does a major count of every family and person, in 
every community across the country. The results help the government 
figure out what communities need and who should get what. 

How Did the Census Start? 
Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution called for a count of 
each state’s population within three years after the first meeting 
of the new Congress. (And every ten years after that.) The 
population count would help our newly founded government 
figure out how to distribute the number of “seats” (which 
reflects the number of members) each state would get in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. That count was the first U.S. census. 
It happened in 1790. U.S. Marshals from district courts visited 
every home in the country—which only had thirteen states, three 
districts, and one territory at the time—and took a count of the 
men, women and children.

How Does It Work? 
Since the first census a lot has changed. For one, U.S. Marshals no longer 
do the counting. Instead, we have a Census Bureau, an organization 
with thousands of people who work daily to complete the huge task of 
counting each and every person living in the United States. Every ten 
years, the Census Bureau distributes census surveys across the country. 
By March, households receive letters with instructions for how to complete 
the survey online, over the phone, or by mailing in a paper form. The 
Census Bureau also sends census workers called “door knockers” to rural 
areas and to houses that don’t respond to the survey by early April to 
collect answers in person, too. 

What Happens After Everyone Gets Counted?
Once everyone is counted, population data is shared with the 
President and U.S. Congress. States may lose or gain seats in 
the House of Representatives based on how their population 
has changed. The process of redistributing the House’s 435 
seats among the states is called apportionment, and it only 
happens after a census count. The seats are redistributed, or 
reapportioned, according to a representation ratio which 
helps ensure that each representative represents roughly the 
same number of people per state. Today, each representative in 
the House represents a little more than 747,000 people!

The Framers thought the Census was 
so important they put it at the very 
beginning of the Constitution!

327,000,000+327,000,000+

There are currently over 327 million 
people living in the United States.
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Who’s Counted?
A lot has changed about how people are counted. For one, now everyone 
is included. The first census counted white males and females and 
categorized them by age and gender. All other free persons, meaning 
mostly free blacks, were counted, too, but reported in one single 
category. Enslaved blacks were grouped into another category—
but only counted as 3/5th of a person. Native Americans weren’t 
counted at all, not until 1870. Today, the Census Bureau counts 
everyone equally. Your race doesn’t matter and neither does 
citizenship status. The census count is a resident count, not a 
citizen count. If you live in the United States (or its surrounding 
territories), you must be counted. 

Is it Hard to Count Everyone?
Counting every single person in the U.S. is a colossal task. Special 

workers called enumerators are hired by the Census Bureau help 
ensure an accurate count. But our country has hundreds of millions 
of diverse people, and some groups are harder to reach than 
others. Children ages 0-5, people who don’t speak or read English 
well, the homeless, and some racial minorities have historically 
been hard for the Census Bureau to count. It’s important to try to 

reach “hard to count” communities, because when people aren’t 
fully counted, their communities miss out on the hundreds of billions of 

dollars the federal government distributes based on census data. 

What Will the Census Ask?
The census only takes about ten minutes to complete. Only one person 
in your household needs to fill out the form. The census will ask for the 
number of people who live or stay at your home, their ages, gender, 
relationship to one another, and race. The census will also ask if each 
person is of Latino, Hispanic, or Spanish descent and if your family owns 
or rents your home. Any personal information like your name or address 
is kept private. The Census Bureau can’t share that information with 
anyone, not even the FBI!

How Will the Census Affect Me?
Data from the census can be used to decide which communities will get 
money for new schools, better public buses and trains, and even hospitals. 
Businesses and city planners use the data to decide where to build factories, 
roads, offices, and stores, which help to create new jobs and improve 
neighborhoods. And considering that you’ll be old enough to vote before 
the next census comes along, the results will determine the number of 
representatives you’ll elect for your state and national governments and 
the amount of electoral votes your state will have in the 2024 and 2028 
presidential elections. Make sure you’re counted!

Reading  ̶  Side B
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Foldable

Foldable. Define each word from the lesson and write a sentence using the word. Then sketch an 
image that will help you to remember it’s meaning in the space under each word. When you’re done, 
fold and cut your foldable according to the directions and add it to your notebook or binder.

Census

Census Bureau

Apportionment

Representation Ratio

Enumerator

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Fo
ld

 H
er

e
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You!  
(How will census 
data impact you?) 

Here’s how 
the census will 
impact me...

Activity  ̶  Side A

A. Misinformation Fake Out. It’s important that people have correct information about the census. 
Don’t be fooled by these deceptive social media posts. Read each post and fix it in the space below by 
sharing a corrected version.

B. The Census & You. Complete the chart by thinking about how each group listed will use the 
census data and how that data will eventually impact you! Write your answers in the space provided.

The Census & Me
How the Census Affects You...

National 
Government

The national 
government will 
use census data 
to...

State and Local 
Government

State and local 
governments will 
use census data 
to...

City Planners 

City planners will 
use census data 
to...

Businesses 

Business will use 
census data to...
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Activity – Side B

C. Hard to Count. Hard to count communities exist all over the United States and vary from location 
to location. What do you think would make a community hard to count? Read through some of the 
possible reasons, then for each group list the factors that could prevent an accurate count and think of 
possible solutions to overcome them.

• Access to information
• Location
• Access to resources in 

languages other than English

• Lack of permanent address
• Inability to complete the form
• Fear that information will not be 

kept private

Group
What do you think 

contributes to this group 
being undercounted?

What could the Census 
Bureau do to improve their 

count of this group?

Children ages 0-5

Homeless

New Residents
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Activity  ̶  Side C

D. Primary Source. Read the excerpt and answer the questions. Some words have been defined for 
you. Others you’ll have to figure out on your own. (Don’t worry, we know you can do it!)

Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. ConstitutionArticle I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportionedapportioned among the several States which may be included 
within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 
Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding (not counting) 
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.]1 The actual EnumerationEnumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent (next) Term 
of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed 
(be greater than) one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and 
until such enumerationenumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled (able) to chuse (choose) 
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, 
New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South 
Carolina five, and Georgia three.
1 The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, changed the rule that enslaved blacks be counted as 3/5th of a person.

1. How were representatives and direct taxes apportioned among the states?

2. When did the Constitution change to count enslaved blacks as whole persons?

3. In the reading you learned what an enumerator is. Now, use that knowledge and the context clues 
from the excerpt to write a definition for enumeration.

4. What was the representation ratio set by the U.S. Constitution?

5. How many representatives did each state have before the first census count?

 71



© 2020 iCivics, Inc.

Get Counted! Name:

Activity  ̶  Side D

E. Practice Survey. Directions for completing the census will soon be making their way to your door. 
Practice by answering a few sample questions below. The questions here will cover the first 2 people in 
your home. The real census will have room for everyone living or staying in your home.  

Start here  OR go online to complete your 2020 Census questionnaire.
Use a blue or black pen.

Directions: Before you begin, use the 
guidelines here to help you get an 
accurate count of all the people in your 
home.
• Count everyone, including babies, living 

or sleeping in your home.
• Count anyone who doesn’t have a 

permanent address who is staying with 
you on April 1st.

• Do not count anyone who lives away 
from your home on April 1st even if 
they will return to your home later (i.e. 
anyone away at college, in the Armed 
Forces, staying in a nursing home, jail, 
or prison.)

1. How many people live or stay in your  
      home?

      Number of people = 

2. Is your house, apartment, or mobile home  
     owned or rented? (Check one)
       Owned?
       Rented?
       Neither? 

3. Answer the following questions about each of 
the people who live in your home. Start by listing 
the person who pays rent or owns the home 
as Person 1. If that person does not live in the 
home, you may start with any person.

Person 1:
      a. First and Last Name

      b. Gender (Check one)
       Male
       Female
      c. Age and Birthday (if the person is  
          less than a year old, write 0 for the age)

      d. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish descent?
       Yes
       No
      e. Race or Ethnicity

Person 2:
      a. First and Last Name

      b. Gender (Check one)
       Male
       Female
      c. Age and Birthday (if the person is  
          less than a year old, write 0 for the age)

      d. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish descent?
       Yes
       No
      e. Race or Ethnicity























Thank you for completing the Sample Census Questionnaire!
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Get Counted! Name:

Extension

*Optional Activity. Create a poster or PSA (public service announcement) to get the word out 
about the census and the importance of being counted. Be sure to include when the census will be 
happening, how people can complete it, and two other pieces of information about the census that you 
think will help your community ensure a complete and accurate count.
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Anticipation Activity 

Anticipation Activity 

Read the situations and check the actions that you think would be the 
most effective way of making a positive change. 

Situation One: There are too many stray cats 
and dogs in your town! Which two things would 
you do? 

 Hold a bake sale to raise money for the local 
animal shelter. 

 Write an editorial for the newspaper telling 
readers about the problems homeless 
animals face. 

 Convince local veterinarians to donate their 
time for a spay and neuter clinic once a 
month. 

 Set up an adoption service to take animals 
off the streets and into loving homes. 

 Put food out on your back porch. 

Situation Two: Kids in school are getting into 
fights more often than ever!  What two actions 
would you help with? 

 Have a rally at the school where a guest talks 
about non-violence and how to cool down. 

 Volunteer as a mentor for younger students 
and discuss ways to deal with anger. 

 Share information about teen violence with 
the students in your school. 

 Ask the school board to add a class about 
anger management and communication skills 
to the curriculum. 

 Try to get into fewer arguments with your 
friends and family. 

Read the situations and check the actions that you think would be the 
most effective way of making a positive change. 

Situation One: There are too many stray cats 
and dogs in your town! Which two things would 
you do? 

 Hold a bake sale to raise money for the local 
animal shelter. 

 Write an editorial for the newspaper telling 
readers about the problems homeless 
animals face. 

 Convince local veterinarians to donate their 
time for a spay and neuter clinic once a 
month. 

 Set up an adoption service to take animals 
off the streets and into loving homes. 

 Put food out on your back porch. 

Situation Two: Kids in school are getting into 
fights more often than ever!  What two actions 
would you help with? 

 Have a rally at the school where a guest talks 
about non-violence and how to cool down. 

 Volunteer as a mentor for younger students 
and discuss ways to deal with anger. 

 Share information about teen violence with 
the students in your school. 

 Ask the school board to add a class about 
anger management and communication skills 
to the curriculum. 

 Try to get into fewer arguments with your 
friends and family. 

Name: Civic Action and Change 

Name: Civic Action and Change 
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What acronym 
do these three 
words create?      

 

_______________! 

Give an example of 
something you can do 

in this step. 
 

 

 INFORM 
Get information on what the 

facts are, what problems 
exist, and who can help 

make the change you want. 

Give an example of 
something you can 

do in this step. 
 

ACT 
Bring attention to the cause 

through protests, meetings, and 
petitions. Inform the public. Get 
laws passed that address your 
problems & meet your goals. 

 MAINTAIN 
Major change takes time. 

Continue to fight for change 
by keeping informed and 

staying focused. One success 
can lead to another. 

Projection Master  76



Name: Civic Action and Change 

Reading p.1 

 
_____ _____ _____! 

 

 

Three Steps of Civic Action 

Every group or person may have a different goal for change, but the process they will go through to make 
change is always the same. Civic action has three main steps: 

Recipe for Change 

Civic action describes all the things people do to bring about social and political 
change. A democracy like ours is based on citizens engaging the government.  
When people take civic action, the government responds. Civic action can 
involve a million people marching in Washington, D.C. or a few people calling 
attention to a problem in their own hometown. The Civil Rights Movement of the 
1950s and 1960s was a time when thousands of Americans were fighting for 
change, and their civic action was highly visible in the news media. Civic action 
still happens every day. Have you heard or seen any recent examples?   

Civic Action Requires a Plan 

Activism happens when people see a problem, gather together 
with a set of goals, and make a plan. Sometimes civic action plans 
take place at the local level. For example, people might set a goal to 
turn an abandoned lot into a playground. To achieve a bigger goal, 
such as getting a law changed, the group will need to take their plan 
to the state or national level and get lawmakers to listen. 

Civic Action is a Process 

Civic action on the state or national level isn’t like a school project that is over in a 
few weeks. It takes years or even decades to make changes in government and 
society. Think about all the work involved! First, a group that wants change must 
educate the public and lawmakers about the problems that exist.  Sometimes this 
means changing peoples’ attitudes and misconceptions. Then, the group must 
work to get laws passed, make sure the laws are carried out correctly, and maybe 
even defend the laws against challenges in the courts. It takes all three branches 
of the government to make change, as well as the “fourth branch”—citizens! 
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Reading p.2 

People with Disabilities  

Over 50 million people in the United States have at least one physical, mental, 
or learning disability. These disabilities have been the basis for discrimination 
in public places, schools, and jobs. Disabled people also had limited access to 
public services like transportation.  

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 made it illegal to discriminate against people 
because of their race, religion, or gender—but not because of disability. People 
with disabilities fought for their rights by talking to their elected representatives, 
writing letters and articles, and trying to meet with lawmakers. When 
companies and individuals refused to meet with them, disability rights activists 
used more extreme actions to have their concerns heard. You will learn about 
the two major laws that came out of this movement later in the lesson. 

American Indians  

In the 1960s and 1970s, Native Americans living on reservations were 
faced with extreme unemployment, lack of health care and education 
services, and very poor living conditions. The Native history and lifestyle 
were constantly challenged by new laws and threats to the land on which 
the people lived. Activists fought for equal treatment and protection of 
traditional ways by bringing attention to these injustices. As a result of 
their work, Congress passed laws protecting Indian land. Successful court 
challenges led to protection for Native American hunting and fishing areas. 

Name: Civic Action and Change 
Women   
Today it is hard to imagine that not so long ago, women in the United States had 
no political or social rights. For example, they were not allowed to vote, own 
property, attend college, or even be doctors or lawyers. In 1848, the first women’s 
convention met to discuss the need for change. These meetings grew into what 
became the Women’s Rights Movement. Thanks to that hard work, women got 
the right to vote when the 19th Amendment was passed in 1920.  

In the 1960s, women’s rights activists focused on a woman’s right to privacy and 
on equal opportunities for women at school and at work. For example, the Equal 
Pay Act of 1963 promised equal pay for equal work. Employers were prohibited 
from discriminating based on gender. They also could not discriminate against 
women who were pregnant or had young children. Modern women continue to face 
equality issues, and many national groups are fighting for women’s equality.  

Farm Workers  

In the late 1960s, migrant farm workers began to bring awareness to the 
poor working and living conditions of minorities who worked for large 
producers. They created the United Farm Workers Union so the workers 
would be able to organize. This group to made demands for improved 
conditions. The UFW organized the most successful boycott in history when 
they convinced people to stop buying grapes. After five years, vineyard 
owners were forced to sign labor contracts protecting workers’ rights. The 
Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act of 1983 put some 
key laws in place to protect farm workers from employer abuse, but many 
problems continue. The movement to protect farm workers’ rights is still 
very active today. 

The protest sign refers to 
discrimination faced by 
African-Americans, who 
before 1964 were forced to 
sit at the back of public buses 
in many places. 
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Sequencing Activity 

 
    

.   .   

 
    

Facts 

Problem
s 

Facts 

Problem
s 

Actions 

Law
s 

Law
s 

Actions 

W
hat happened next... 

W
hat happened next... 

Name: Civic Action and Change 

 79



Sequencing Activity– Cut Outs 

 

Problems 
 Girls lacked sports teams and after 

school activities at school because 
schools focused their money on boys’ 
activities. 

 Women were discriminated against 
when they applied for college & jobs.  

Groups used court cases, petitions, protests, 
and Congressional hearings to pressure the 
government to create a law that gives 
women and girls equal access to educational 
and extracurricular activities.  

Title IX(9) was signed into law by President 
Nixon in 1972. It banned gender 
discrimination in all education programs and 
extracurricular activities in schools funded by 
the government. Now 40% of high school 
sports players and 57% of college students 
are female! 

Getting Title IX passed was a huge 
victory, but was met with resistance by 
many. The athletic part of the law 
required that there be equal funding and 
opportunity for male and female athletic 
teams. Coaches and supporters of male 
teams stated that funding for male sports 
teams suffered and that there was now 
discrimination against the guys!  

These arguments against Title IX have 
been dismissed by the court system, but 
the subject is still controversial. 
Supporters of the law continue to watch 
and make sure that women get equal 
opportunities in school and in athletics. 

Facts 
 19% of the population in the U.S. 

has at least one disability. 
 8% of kids under 15 are disabled. 
 Disabled people make up the 

largest minority group in the U.S. 

People with disabilities wrote ‘Discrimination 
Diaries” that talked about daily experiences 
with barriers and discrimination and sent 
them to lawmakers. Activists also blocked 
Greyhound buses demanding wheelchair lifts.  

The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) was signed into law by President 
Bush in 1990. It banned discrimination based 
on disability in employment, public services, 
transportation, and communication. It also 
helped define a disability as an impairment 
that limits one or more major life activities.  

Directions:  Cut out the 10 boxes and glue to 
the IAM worksheet in the correct order. Read 
each box carefully to see how these movements 
met specific goals.  

Facts 
 In 1971, girls made up only 7% 

of high school sports participants.  
 That same year, 42% of college 

students were women.  

Problems 
 People with disabilities were not 

able to access public places and use 
public transportation. 

 Laws banning discrimination did not 
protect the disabled. 

Name: Civic Action and Change 

Passing ADA didn’t fix everything. People 
needed to understand how to be sensitive 
to the needs of disabled people. Some 
businesses didn’t want to pay to install 
accommodations so disabled people could 
be included. This kind of education 
became a new goal for the movement. 

There were other problems that had not 
been solved. Years later, a law called 
IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act) helped children get access 
to public schooling despite their 
disabilities. IDEA requires public schools 
to provide a “free appropriate public 
education” that meets a disabled student’s 
needs.  
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Review 

B. Make it Accessible!  Look at each image. Decide whom each accommodation helps and how it helps. 

C.  And in This Corner…  Every group met opposition during its fight for change. Match each movement 
with its opposition. 

A. Changing existing buildings, especially old   
ones, is really expensive. The government 
is not helping pay for the changes that 
have to be made. 

B. Other countries don’t have strict labor laws. 
We can’t compete with their cheap fruits 
and veggies if we have to spend money on 
houses and buses!  

C. Women miss more work because they are 
usually the ones to stay home when a kid is 
sick. They also take maternity leave when 
having a baby. 

D. It is not fair that some Americans can use 
land when other Americans are not allowed. 
Being a part of one group shouldn’t give 
them more rights. 

A. discrimination 

B. awareness 

C. injustice 

Name: Civic Action and Change 
A. Vocabulary:  Select the best synonym for the underlined word in each sentence. 

___ 1. Discrimination is one form of unfairness. 

___ 2. All of the groups in this lesson faced unequal treatment. 

___ 3. Protests and boycotts creates public understanding about a civil  
 rights cause. 

___1. The Equal Pay Act 1963 made it illegal 
for men and women to get paid different 
wages for doing similar work.  

___2. The Americans with Disabilities Act 
requires all buildings used by the public 
to be accessible for the disabled. 

___3. After court cases involving Native 
American land rights the US 
government allowed tribes to hunt and 
fish on their reservation and on land that 
had been taken away and sold to white 
settlers. 

___4. The Agricultural Worker Protection 
Act of 1983 required safe 
transportation and housing for migrant 
farm workers and made employers tell 
workers they will receive in exchange for 
their labor.  

Ramps as an alternative to 
stairs or steps. 

Helps Whom? ______________ 

__________________________ 

Helps How? _______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Bumpy pavement beside train 
tracks or roads. 

Helps Whom? _________________ 

_____________________________ 

Helps How? ___________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Laws that allow guide dogs 
inside public places. 

Helps Whom? ________________ 

____________________________ 

Helps How? __________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

Closed captioning prints 
what is being said on TV. 

Helps Whom? _____________ 

_________________________ 

Helps How? _______________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 81



Extension Activity 

 

 

Title:_________________________  

Name: Civic Action and Change 
Directions: Create your own I AM chart. Complete this chart by answering the questions and thinking 
like a civil rights mover and shaker! 
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