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6th-8th GRADE DAILY ROUTINE 

TTiimmee AAccttiivviittyy 
EExxaammpplleess 

66--88 
8:00a Wake-Up and 

Prepare for the Day 
 

          

• Get dressed, brush teeth, eat breakfast 
 

                         

9:00a Morning Exercise 
 
 

 

• Exercises 
o Walking 
o Jumping Jacks 
o Push-Ups 
o Sit-Ups 
o Running in place 
o High Knees 
o Kick Backs 
o Sports 

 
NNOOTTEE:: Always stretch before and after physical activity 

10:00a Academic Time: 
Reading Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (ELA) 

• Packet 
o Reading (one lesson a day) 

11:00a Play Time Outside (if weather permits) 
12:00p Lunch and Break 

 

• Eat lunch and take a break 
• Video game or TV time 
• Rest 

2:00p Academic Time: 
Math Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (Math) 
 

• Packet 
o Math (one lesson a day) 

3:00p Academic 
Learning/Creative 
Time 

 

• Puzzles 
• Flash Cards 
• Board Games 
• Crafts 
• Bake or Cook (with adult) 

4:00p Academic Time: 
Reading for Fun 

 

• Independent reading 
o Talk with others about the book 

5:00p Academic Time: 
Science and Social 
Studies 

      

• Online 
o Plato (Science and Social Studies) 



 
Para familias que necesitan apoyo académico, por 
favor llamar al 504-349-8999 
 
De lunes a jueves • 8:00 am – 8: 00 pm 
        Viernes • 8:00 am – 4: 00 pm 
 
Disponible para familias que tienen preguntas ya sea 
sobre los recursos de aprendizaje en línea o los 
paquetes de aprendizaje impresos. 
 
 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00a Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete, cepíllate los dientes, desayuna 

 
9:00a Ejercicio Mañanero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Siempre hay que estirarse antes y después de cualquier 
actividad física. 

• Ejercicios 
o Caminar 
o Saltos de tijeras 
o Lagartijas 
o Abdominales 
o Correr en el mismo lugar 
o Rodillas altas 
o Patadas hacia atrás 
o Deportes 

 
10:00a Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Lectura 
• En Línea: 

o Plato (ELA)  
• Paquete: 

o Leer(una lección al día) 
11:00a Tiempo para jugar Afuera(si el clima lo permite) 
12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Almorzar y tomar un descanso 

• Este es tiempo para jugar videos y 
ver televisión 

• Descansar 
2:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Matemáticas   
• En Línea: 

o Plato (Matemática) 
• Paquete 

o Matemática (una lección al 
día) 

3:00p Aprendizaje Académico/Tiempo Creativo • Rompecabezas 
• Tarjetas Flash 
• Juegos de Mesa 
• Artesanías 
• Hornear o Cocinar( con un adulto) 

4:00p Tiempo Académico: 
Leyendo por Diversión 

• Lectura Independiente  
o Habla con otros acerca de 

lo que leíste 
5:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Ciencias y Estudios Sociales  
• En Línea 

o PLato(Ciencia y Estudios 
Sociales) 



7th Grade Social Studies 
At-Home Learning Packet 

 
Overall Directions 

Read, analyze and annotate sources. 
Answer questions in complete sentences and complete graphic organizers. 
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Task One:  
Civil War 
You will analyze important turning points and major developments of The Civil War in order to determine 
how the conflict defined the nation and impacted American identity. 
 

Directions: Read and annotate the source and then answer the questions. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Abraham Lincoln with General George McClellan (third from the left)  
at his headquarters in Antietam, Maryland in 1862.      Source: History.com 

 

Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the 
Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union 

December 24, 1860 
 
The People of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, on the 26th day of April, A.D., 1852, 
declared that the frequent violations of the Constitution of the United States, by the Federal Government, 
and its encroachments upon the reserved rights of the States, fully justified this State in then withdrawing 
from the Federal Union; but in deference to the opinions and wishes of the other slaveholding States, she 
forbore at that time to exercise this right. Since that time, these encroachments have continued to 
increase, and further forbearance ceases to be a virtue.... 
 
In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for 
the government of that portion composed of the thirteen American Colonies. A struggle for the right of 
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self-government ensued, which resulted, on the 4th July, 1776, in a Declaration by the Colonies, "that they 
are, and of right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES.... 
 
They further solemnly declared that whenever any "form of government becomes destructive of the ends 
for which it was established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new 
government." Deeming the Government of Great Britain to have become destructive of these ends, they 
declared that the Colonies "are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown...." 
 
In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of the thirteen States proceeded to exercise its 
separate sovereignty; adopted for itself a Constitution, and appointed officers for the administration of 
government in all its departments--Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. For purposes of defence, they 
united their arms and their counsels; and, in 1778, they entered into a league known as the Articles of 
Confederation, whereby they agreed to entrust the administration of their external relations to a common 
agent, known as the Congress of the United States, expressly declaring, in the first article, "that each State 
retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence...." 
 
Thus were established the two great principles asserted by the Colonies, namely: the right of a State to 
govern itself; and the right of a people to abolish a Government when it becomes destructive of the ends 
for which it is instituted.... 
 
In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the Articles of Confederation, and...these 
Deputies recommended, for the adoption of the States...the Constitution of the United States. 
 
The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several sovereign States; they were to 
agree or disagree, and when nine of them agreed, the compact was to take effect among those concurring; 
and the General Government, as the common agent, was then to be invested with their authority.... 
 
By this Constitution, certain duties were imposed upon the several States, and the exercise of certain of 
their powers were restrained, which necessarily implied their continued existence as sovereign States. 
But, to remove all doubt, an amendment was added, which declared that the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, 
respectively, or to the people.... 
 
We hold that the mode of its [the United States's] formation subjects it to a...fundamental principle: the 
law of compact. We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties, the obligation is mutual; 
that the failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely 
releases the obligation of the other.... We assert, that fourteen of the States have deliberately refused for 
years past to fulfill their constitutional obligations.... 
 
The Constitution of the United States, in its 4th Article, provides as follows: 
"No person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another shall, in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be 
delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due." 
 
But an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding States to the Institution of slavery has led 
to a disregard of their obligations.... [The northern] States...have enacted laws which either nullify the 
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Acts of Congress, or render useless any attempt to execute them.... Thus the constitutional compact has 
been deliberately broken.... 
 
The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to free persons distinct political rights, by giving 
them the right to represent, and burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by 
authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives 
from labor. 
 
Those [non-slaveholding] States have assumed the right of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic 
institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in fifteen of the States and recognized by 
the Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of Slavery; they have permitted the open 
establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb the peace...property of the 
citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave their homes; 
and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection. 
 
For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the 
power of the Common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a sectional party has found 
within that article establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting the Constitution itself. 
A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that line have united in 
the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States whose opinions and purposes 
are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the administration of the Common Government, because 
he has declared that the "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the 
public mind must rest in the belief that Slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. 
 
This sectional combination for the subversion of the Constitution, has been aided in some of the States by 
elevating to citizenship persons, who, by the Supreme Law of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; 
and their votes have been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destructive to its 
peace and safety. 
 
On the 4th of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has announced, that the 
South shall be excluded from the common Territory; that the Judicial Tribunals shall be made sectional, 
and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States. 
 
The Guarantees of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The 
slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the Federal 
Government will have become their enemy.... 
 
Source: Digital History 
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Write It Out 
1. Which state seceded from the union first, and what reasons did they give for their secession? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Which were the next states to secede?    

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Which were the last four states to join the confederacy? What prompted them to secede? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Why was the confederacy’s capital moved from Montgomery, Alabama to Richmond, Virginia? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source and complete the graphic organizer. Answer the questions. 
 

Strengths and Weaknesses: North vs. South 
Within days of the fall of Fort Sumter, four more states joined the 
Confederacy: Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas. The 
battle lines were now drawn. 
 
On paper, the Union outweighed the Confederacy in almost every way. 
Nearly 21 million people lived in 23 Northern states. The South claimed 
just 9 million people — including 3.5 million slaves — in 11 
CONFEDERATE STATES. Despite the North's greater population, 
however, the South had an army almost equal in size during the first 

year of the war. 
 
The North had an enormous industrial 
advantage as well. At the beginning of the war, 
the Confederacy had only one-ninth the 
industrial capacity of the Union. But that 
statistic was misleading. In 1860, the North 
manufactured 97 percent of the country's 
firearms, 96 percent of its railroad locomotives, 
94 percent of its cloth, 93 percent of its pig iron, 
and over 90 percent of its boots and shoes. The 
North had twice the density of railroads per 
square mile. There was not even one rifleworks 

in the entire South. 
 
All of the principal ingredients of 
GUNPOWDER were imported. Since the North controlled the navy, the seas were 
in the hands of the Union. A blockade could suffocate the South. Still, the 
Confederacy was not without resources and willpower. 
 
The South could produce all the food it needed, though transporting it to soldiers 
and civilians was a major problem. The South also had a great nucleus of TRAINED 

OFFICERS. Seven of the eight military colleges in the country were in the South. 
 
The South also proved to be very resourceful. By the end of the war, it had established armories and 
foundries in several states. They built huge gunpowder mills and melted down thousands of church and 
plantation bells for bronze to build cannon. 
 
The South's greatest strength lay in the fact that it was fighting on the defensive in its own territory. 
Familiar with the landscape, Southerners could harass Northern invaders. 
 
The military and political objectives of the Union were much more difficult to accomplish. The Union had 
to invade, conquer, and occupy the South. It had to destroy the South's capacity and will to resist — a 
formidable challenge in any war. 

As early as September 1861, the CSA 
began issuing national currency, 
promising to pay the bearer the face 
amount - six months after the 
ratification of a peace treaty. 

The South was at a severe 
disadvantage when it came 
to manufacturing, but the 
Confederacy managed to 
keep its guns firing by 
creating ammunition from 
melted-down bells from 
churches and town squares. 

 6



 
Southerners enjoyed the initial advantage of morale: The South was 
fighting to maintain its way of life, whereas the North was fighting to 
maintain a union. Slavery did not become a moral cause of the Union 
effort until Lincoln announced the EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION 
in 1863. 
 
When the war began, many key questions were still unanswered. 
What if the slave states of Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, and 
Delaware had joined the Confederacy? What if Britain or France had 
come to the aid of the South? What if a few decisive early 
Confederate victories had turned Northern public opinion against 
the war? 
 
Indeed, the North looked much better on paper. But many factors 
undetermined at the outbreak of war could have tilted the balance sheet toward a different outcome. 
 
Source: Independence Hall Association  

 

North vs. South: Analyzing the Strengths and Weaknesses in the Civil War  
Northern Strengths Southern Strengths 

  

Northern Weaknesses Southern Weaknesses 

  

 
 

“We had the poorest commissary 
arrangements, and all I could get for my 
men was salt and hard crackers. I made 
the convalescents shoot squirrels, ground 
hogs, pheasants, and turkey with which 
to make soup for the men.” -from the 
memoirs of Archibald Atkinson Jr., a 
Confederate surgeon. 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source and complete the graphic organizer. Answer the questions. 
 

The Anaconda Plan 
The Anaconda Plan was the Union’s strategic plan to defeat the Confederacy at the start of the American 
Civil War. The goal was to defeat the rebellion by blockading southern ports and controlling the Mississippi 
river. This would cut off and isolate the south from the outside world. The plan was developed by General 
Winfield Scott at the beginning of the Civil War following the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter on April 
12th 1861. 
 
The strategic plan would have eventually ended the Civil War, ideally with minimal casualties on both 
sides. It was a humanitarian way of defeating the rebellion as opposed to invading the south with massive 
numbers of troops, killing, burning and capturing everything in sight. General Scott’s Anaconda Plan was 
a very passive way of defeating the Confederacy. 
 
The problem General Scott had with his idea wasn’t the rebels. His problem was convincing fellow Union 
commanders that this was a good idea. Pretty much all of the Union commanders disliked this plan and 
referred to it as being too complacent. 
 
They wanted to attack the south and defeat them with the Union’s overwhelming military and industrial 
might. General Scott’s plan would require patience and time. The other generals wanted to crush the 
rebellion quickly and permanently as soon as possible. 
 

Write It Out 
1. In what ways did the Union outweigh the Confederacy? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. While the North looked much better on paper, the author states “many factors that were 

undetermined at the outbreak of the war could have tilted the balance sheet toward a different 
outcome.” What are those factors, and how could they have tilted the favor to the South? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Anaconda Plan Was a Good Idea 
Complacent or not, the plan, if allowed full implementation and support from Northern military 
commanders would have saved many lives. Theoretically if the plan was implemented at the start of the 
war the giant battles fought later in the war may never have happened. 
 
The south would have been slowly deprived of food and supplies by the Union blockade. Union armies 
would have taken up defensive positions in the North repelling any Confederate attacks. The Union would 
have slowly and methodically cut the Confederacy in half by taking the Mississippi river and the rebellion 
would have withered on the vine from a lack of food and supplies and forced to surrender. 
 

The Anaconda Plan drawn in 1861         Source: Library of Congress 
 

The Objectives of the Anaconda Plan 
The Anaconda Plan consisted of two main objectives. The first objective was to set up a naval blockade of 
the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico ports that were controlled by the Confederacy. This would cut off all trade 
to and from the rebellious states. The second objective of the plan was to transport roughly 60,000 Union 
troops in 40 steam transports escorted by upwards of 20 steam gunboats down the Mississippi river. They 
would capture and hold forts and towns along the way. 

 9



They would secure the Mississippi river down to the Gulf of Mexico which would link up with and keep 
their lines of communication open with the naval blockade. Capturing the Mississippi river would also cut 
the Confederacy in half. It would not be a quick victory but given enough time it had a chance of being 
successful. This was a good plan but it was never given the opportunity to be put into action. 
 
General Winfield Scott’s Anaconda Plan was Rejected 
Many people did not approve of the plan seeing it as too passive and slow to implement. President Lincoln, 
the Union generals, and most civilians believed all they needed to do was raise an army in Washington, 
invade Virginia and capture the Confederate capital of Richmond and the war would be over in a few 
weeks. 
 
General George McClellan had his own plan. He wanted to raise an army of 80,000 men in Ohio (he was 
the military commander in Ohio at this time) and send them on an overland campaign through Virginia 
and capture Richmond. These ideas were rejected by General Scott in favor of the Anaconda Plan. 
 
General Scott retired at the end of 1861 and his subordinate General George McClellan took over 
command of the Union army. The Anaconda plan was a good idea in theory however it would have been 
difficult for it to have actually succeeded in its original form. While the Union navy did set up a blockade 
at the start of the rebellion, it was not strong enough at the beginning of the war to adequately blockade 
the entire south. 
 
The naval blockade alone would not have defeated the rebellion, even if the Union also controlled the 
entire Mississippi river. Confederate leaders were also not going to stand by and do nothing as the Union 
tried to starve them into submission. The Confederacy had a strong army and was more than capable of 
taking on the Union army especially at the beginning of the war. 
 
The Anaconda Plan Revisited 
The Union looked to put an end to the war as quickly and decisively as possible. The tactics that were 
eventually used were reminiscent of Scott’s plan yet they also involved horrific combat. After a long siege 
General Ulysses S. Grant captured the city of Vicksburg on July 4th 1863 giving the Union control of the 
Mississippi river and effectively cutting the Confederacy in two. 
 
General William Tecumseh Sherman led his army on a rampage through the south during his march to the 
sea in 1864 depriving the south of vital food and materials as he and his men destroyed or captured 
anything that stood in their way. 
This included the burning of Atlanta Georgia in 1864. These victories coupled with the big battles in the 
north and the always increasing strength of the Union blockade eventually forced the Confederates to go 
completely on the defensive. This inevitably resulted in their defeat and the crushing of the rebellion. 
 
Whereas with General Scott’s plan for a more peaceful resolution to the rebellion, General Grant, General 
Sherman and the other Union commanders accomplished virtually the same things as the Anaconda plan 
proposed. The main difference being brutal combat and many casualties on both sides. 
 
The original strategic plan was a failure, as it was never given the support it required to succeed. However, 
in the end, the general framework of the plan was a major contributing factor that brought about the 
surrender of the Confederacy and the end of the American Civil War. 
        Source: Civil War Academy 
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Analyzing the Anaconda Plan 
 

Who proposed the Anaconda Plan? 
  

What was the Anaconda Plan? 
  
 

Why were other Union 
generals opposed to the 

Anaconda Plan? 

 

What were the two main objectives of the Anaconda Plan? 

  

What was the purpose of the blockade? 
  

Why did the North want to control the Mississippi 
River? 
  

In your opinion, was the Anaconda Plan an effective military strategy? 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source and then answer the questions. 
 

The Emancipation Proclamation 
Americans tend to think of the Civil War as being fought to end slavery. Even one full year into the Civil 
War, the elimination of slavery was not a key objective of the North. Despite a vocal Abolitionist 
movement in the North, many people and many soldiers, in particular, opposed slavery, but did not favor 
emancipation. They expected slavery to die on its own over time. In the BORDER STATES — Union states 
that still permitted slavery — the situation was full of problems. When a Union officer in Kentucky freed 
local slaves after a major victory, Union soldiers threw down their arms and disbanded. Lincoln intervened 
and "unfreed" those slaves. He did this to prevent a military backlash. 
 

The Emancipation Proclamation 

By the President of the United States of America: 
A Proclamation. 
Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other 
things, the following, to wit: 
"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all 
persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be 
in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive 
Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and 
maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, 
in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom. 
"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and 
parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the 
United States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, 

Write It Out 
1. Why was the plan called “Anaconda?” 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. The author describes the Anaconda Plan as “humanitarian” in the 2nd paragraph.  In what ways 
would the Anaconda Plan have ended the Civil War with minimal casualties? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What ultimately happened to the Anaconda Plan? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a 
majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong 
countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are 
not then in rebellion against the United States." 
Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested 
as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion 
against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for 
suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full 
period of one hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and 
parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United 
States, the following, to wit: 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, 
St.Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, 
including the City of New Orleans) Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
and Virginia, (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of 
Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of 
Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted parts, are for the present, left precisely as if this 
proclamation were not issued. 
And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held 
as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and 
that the Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, 
will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. 
And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in 
necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully 
for reasonable wages. 
And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the 
armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man 
vessels of all sorts in said service. 
And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military 
necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-seventh. 
By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
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By mid-1862 Lincoln had come to believe in the need to end 
slavery. Besides his disdain for the institution, he simply felt that 
the South could not come back into the Union after trying to 
destroy it. The opposition Democratic Party threatened to turn 
itself into an antiwar party. Lincoln's military commander, 
General George McClellan, was vehemently against 
emancipation. Many Republicans who backed policies that 
forbid black settlement in their states were against granting 
blacks additional rights. When Lincoln indicated he wanted to 
issue a proclamation of freedom to his cabinet in mid-1862, 
they convinced him he had to wait until the Union achieved a 
significant military success. 
That victory came in September at Antietam. No foreign 

country wants to ally with a 
potential losing power. By 
achieving victory, the Union 
demonstrated to the British 
that the South may lose. As a 
result, the British did not 
recognize the Confederate 
States of America, and 
Antietam became one of the 
war's most important 

diplomatic battles, as well as one of the bloodiest. 
Five days after the battle, Lincoln decided to issue 
the Emancipation Proclamation, effective January 1, 
1863. Unless the Confederate States returned to the 
Union by that day, he proclaimed their slaves "shall 
be then, thenceforward and forever free." 
 
It is sometimes said that the Emancipation 
Proclamation freed no slaves. In a way, this is true. 
The proclamation would only apply to the 
Confederate States, as an act to seize enemy 
resources. By freeing slaves in the Confederacy, 
Lincoln was actually freeing people he did not 
directly control. The way he explained the 
Proclamation made it acceptable to much of the 

Union army. He emphasized emancipation as a way to 
shorten the war by taking Southern resources and 
hence reducing Confederate strength. Even McClellan 

African Americans across the nation celebrated 
the Emancipation Proclamation. This image 
shows a Union soldier reading the Proclamation 
to a slave household. 

David Blythe imagined a scene like this when he painted 
President Lincoln Writing the Proclamation of Freedom, 
January 1, 1863. Note the symbolism in this print, including 
the flag, the Bible under Lincoln’s hand, the Constitution in 
his lap, the railsplitter at this feet, and the scales of justice in 
the corner. 

Slaves in the border states that remained in the Union, shown in dark brown, were excluded from the Emancipation Proclamation, as were 
slaves in the Confederate areas already held by Union forces (shown in yellow). 
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supported the policy as a soldier. Lincoln made no such offer of freedom to the border states. 
 
The Emancipation Proclamation created a climate where the doom of slavery was seen as one of the major 
objectives of the war. Overseas, the North now seemed to have the greatest moral cause. Even if a foreign 
government wanted to intervene on behalf of the South, its population might object. The Proclamation 
itself freed very few slaves, but it was the death knell for slavery in the United States. Eventually, the 
Emancipation Proclamation led to the proposal and ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution, which formally abolished slavery throughout the land. 
 
Source: Independence Hall Association  

 

 

Write It Out 
1. What were Border States, and why were they problematic for the Union when it came to 

Emancipation? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What were the different feelings in the North when it came to Emancipation? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What does Lincoln say about freeing slaves in paragraph 2 of the Emancipation Proclamation? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Why does Lincoln decide to issue a proclamation freeing slaves in states that are in rebellion? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Why does he want to issue the proclamation until after the battle at Antietam? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What was the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation on foreign support for the war? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Did the Emancipation Proclamation actually free slaves? Why or why not? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Read and annotate the sources. 
 

A Defining Time in Our Nation's History 
By Dr. James McPherson 

 
President Abraham Lincoln 
National Archives 
 
The Civil War is the central event in America's historical 
consciousness. While the Revolution of 1776-1783 created the 
United States, the Civil War of 1861-1865 determined what kind 
of nation it would be. The war resolved two fundamental 
questions left unresolved by the revolution: whether the United 
States was to be a dissolvable confederation of sovereign states 
or an indivisible nation with a sovereign national government; 
and whether this nation, born of a declaration that all men were 
created with an equal right to liberty, would continue to exist as 
the largest slaveholding country in the world. 
 
Northern victory in the war preserved the United States as one 
nation and ended the institution of slavery that had divided the 
country from its beginning. But these achievements came at the 
cost of 625,000 lives--nearly as many American soldiers as died 
in all the other wars in which this country has fought combined. 

The American Civil War was the largest and most destructive conflict in the Western world between the 
end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 and the onset of World War I in 1914. 
 
The Civil War started because of uncompromising differences between the free and slave states over the 
power of the national government to prohibit slavery in the territories that had not yet become states. 
When Abraham Lincoln won election in 1860 as the first Republican president on a platform pledging to 
keep slavery out of the territories, seven slave states in the deep South seceded and formed a new nation, 
the Confederate States of America. The incoming Lincoln administration and most of the Northern people 
refused to recognize the legitimacy of secession. They feared that it would discredit democracy and create 
a fatal precedent that would eventually fragment the no-longer United States into several small, 
squabbling countries. 
 
The event that triggered war came at Fort Sumter in Charleston Bay on April 12, 1861. Claiming this United 
States fort as their own, the Confederate army on that day opened fire on the federal garrison and forced 
it to lower the American flag in surrender. Lincoln called out the militia to suppress this "insurrection." 
Four more slave states seceded and joined the Confederacy. By the end of 1861 nearly a million armed 
men confronted each other along a line stretching 1200 miles from Virginia to Missouri. Several battles 
had already taken place--near Manassas Junction in Virginia, in the mountains of western Virginia where 
Union victories paved the way for creation of the new state of West Virginia, at Wilson's Creek in Missouri, 
at Cape Hatteras in North Carolina, and at Port Royal in South Carolina where the Union navy established 
a base for a blockade to shut off the Confederacy's access to the outside world. 
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But the real fighting began in 1862. Huge battles like Shiloh in Tennessee, Gaines' Mill, Second Manassas, 
and Fredericksburg in Virginia, and Antietam in Maryland foreshadowed even bigger campaigns and 
battles in subsequent years, from Gettysburg in Pennsylvania to Vicksburg on the Mississippi 
to Chickamauga and Atlanta in Georgia. By 1864 the original Northern goal of a limited war to restore the 
Union had given way to a new strategy of "total war" to destroy the Old South and its basic institution of 
slavery and to give the restored Union a "new birth of freedom," as President Lincoln put it in his address 
at Gettysburg to dedicate a cemetery for Union soldiers killed in the battle there. 

 
Alexander Gardner's famous photo of Confederate dead 
before the Dunker Church on the Antietam Battlefield. 
Library of Congress 
 
For three long years, from 1862 to 1865, Robert E. 
Lee's Army of Northern Virginia staved off invasions 
and attacks by the Union Army of the Potomac 
commanded by a series of ineffective generals until 
Ulysses S. Grant came to Virginia from the Western 
theater to become general in chief of all Union armies 
in 1864. After bloody battles at places with names 
like The Wilderness, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, 
and Petersburg, Grant finally brought Lee to bay 
at Appomattox in April 1865. In the meantime, Union 

armies and river fleets in the theater of war comprising the slave states west of the Appalachian Mountain 
chain won a long series of victories over Confederate armies commanded by hapless or unlucky 
Confederate generals. In 1864-1865 General William Tecumseh Sherman led his army deep into the 
Confederate heartland of Georgia and South Carolina, destroying their economic infrastructure while 
General George Thomas virtually destroyed the Confederacy's Army of Tennessee at the battle 
of Nashville. 
 
By the spring of 1865 all the principal Confederate armies surrendered, and when Union cavalry captured 
the fleeing Confederate President Jefferson Davis in Georgia on May 10, 1865, resistance collapsed and 
the war ended. The long, painful process of rebuilding a united nation free of slavery began. 
 
Source: American Battlefield Trust 
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Lee's surrender 1865. 'Peace in Union.' The surrender of General Lee to General Grant at Appomattox 
Court House, Virginia, 9 April 1865. Reproduction of a painting by Thomas Nast, which was completed 

thirty years after the surrender. 

Source: Wikipedia Commons 
 
 
 

The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln 
 
John Wilkes Booth leaps from the President's box at 
Ford's Theater after shooting Lincoln and stabbing 
Major Rathbone. 
Source: Library of Congress 
 
On April 11, 1865, two days after LEE'S 
SURRENDER at Appomattox, Lincoln delivered a 
speech outlining his plans for peace and 
reconstruction. In the audience was JOHN 
WILKES BOOTH, a successful actor, born and 
raised in Maryland. Booth was a fervent believer 
in slavery and white supremacy. Upon hearing 
Lincoln's words, he said to a companion, "Now, 
by God, I'll put him through. That is the last 
speech he will ever make." 
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After failing in two attempts earlier in the year to kidnap the President, Booth decided Lincoln must be 
killed. His conspiracy was grand in design. Booth and his collaborators decided to assassinate the 
President, Vice President ANDREW JOHNSON, and Secretary of State William Seward all in the same 
evening. Lincoln decided to attend a British comedy, OUR AMERICAN COUSIN, at Ford's Theater, starring 
the famous actress LAURA KEENE. Ulysses S. Grant had planned to accompany the President and his wife, 
but during the day he decided to see his son in New Jersey. Attending the play that night with the Lincolns 
were MAJOR HENRY RATHBONE and his fiancée, CLARA HARRIS, the daughter of a prominent Senator. 

 
This broadside announces the assassinations of President Lincoln and 
Secretary of State Seward. In fact, Seward survived the attack. 
Source: Library of Congress 
 
In the middle of the play that night, Booth slipped into the entryway to 
the President's box, holding a dagger in his left hand and a Derringer 
pistol in his right. He fired the pistol six inches from Lincoln and slashed 
Rathbone's arm with his knife. Booth then vaulted over the front of the 
President's box, caught his right leg in a flag and landed on the stage, 
breaking his leg. He waved his dagger and shouted what is reported to 
be SIC SEMPER TYRANNIS — Latin for "thus be it ever to tyrants." Some 
reported that he said, "The South is avenged." He then ran limpingly out 
of the theater, jumped on his horse, and rode off towards Virginia. 
 
The bullet entered Lincoln's head just behind his left ear, tore through 
his brain and lodged just behind his right eye. The injury was mortal. 

Lincoln was brought to a nearby boarding house, where he died the next morning. The other targets 
escaped death. Lewis Powell, one of Booth's accomplices, went to Seward's house, stabbed and seriously 
wounded the Secretary of State, but Seward survived. Another accomplice, GEORGE ATZERODT, could 
not bring himself to attempt to assassinate Vice President Johnson. 
 
Two weeks later, on April 26, Union cavalry trapped Booth in a Virginia tobacco barn. The soldiers had 
orders not to shoot and decided to burn him out of the barn. A fire was started. Before Booth could even 
react, SERGEANT BOSTON CORBETT took aim and fatally shot Booth. The dying assassin was dragged to a 
porch where his last words uttered were, "Useless ... useless!" 
 

The conspirators in the President's 
assassination were tried in front of a military 
tribunal known as the Hunter Commission. 
 
A train carried Lincoln's body on a 
circuitous path back home for burial in 
Springfield, Illinois. A mourning nation 
turned out by the hundreds of thousands 
to say good-bye to their President, the 
first to fall by an assassin's bullet. 
 

Source: Independence Hall Association  
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Task Two:  
Civil War 
You will investigate both the Congress’ and President’s plans for reconstruction to determine different motivations 
for Reconstruction plans.   

Directions: Read and annotate the source and then answer the questions and complete the graphic 
organizer. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A burned-out Richmond, VA in 1865  
Source: Library of Congress 

 

The Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
A PROCLAMATION. 
 
WHEREAS, in and by the Constitution of the United States, it is provided that the President “shall have 
power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United States, except in cases of 
impeachment;” and 
 
Whereas, a rebellion now exists whereby the loyal state governments of several states have for a long 
time been subverted, and many persons have committed, and are now guilty of, treason against the 
United States; and 
 
Whereas, with reference to said rebellion and treason, laws have been enacted by congress, declaring 
forfeitures and confiscation of property and liberation of slaves, all upon terms and conditions therein 
stated, and also declaring that the President was thereby authorized at any time thereafter, by 
proclamation, to extend to persons who may have participated in the existing rebellion, in any state or 
part thereof, pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at such times and on such conditions as he 
may deem expedient for the public welfare; and 
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Whereas, the congressional declaration for limited and conditional pardon accords with well-established 
judicial exposition of the pardoning power; and 
 
Whereas, with reference to said rebellion, the President of the United States has issued several 
proclamations, with provisions in regard to the liberation of slaves; and 
 
Whereas, it is now desired by some persons heretofore engaged in said rebellion to resume their 
allegiance to the United States, and to re-inaugurate loyal state governments within and for their 
respective states: Therefore– 
 
I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, do proclaim, declare, and make known to all persons 
who have, directly or by implication, participated in the existing rebellion, except as hereinafter excepted, 
that a full pardon is hereby granted to them and each of them, with restoration of all rights of property, 
except as to slaves, and in property cases where rights of third parties shall have intervened, and upon 
the condition that every such person shall take and subscribe an oath, and thenceforward keep and 
maintain said oath inviolate; and which oath shall be registered for permanent preservation, and shall be 
of the tenor and effect following, to wit:– 
 
“I,                  , do solemnly swear, in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, 
protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union of the States thereunder; and 
that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all acts of congress passed during the existing 
rebellion with reference to slaves, so long and so far as not repealed, modified, or held void by congress, 
or by decision of the supreme court; and that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all 
proclamations of the President made during the existing rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and 
so far as not modified or declared void by decision of the supreme court. So help me God.” 
 
The persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing provisions are all who are, or shall have been, 
civil or diplomatic officers or agents of the so-called Confederate government; all who have left judicial 
stations under the United States to aid the rebellion; all who are, or shall have been, military or naval 
officers of said so-called Confederate government above the rank of colonel in the army or of lieutenant 
in the navy; all who left seats in the United States congress to aid the rebellion; all who resigned 
commissions in the army or navy of the United States and afterwards aided the rebellion; and all who 
have engaged in any way in treating colored persons, or white persons in charge of such, otherwise than 
lawfully as prisoners of war, and which persons may have been found in the United States service as 
soldiers, seamen, or in any other capacity. 
 
And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that whenever, in any of the States of Arkansas, 
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, and North Carolina, a 
number of persons, not less than one tenth in number of the votes cast in such state at the presidential 
election of the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty, each having taken the oath 
aforesaid, and not having since violated it, and being a qualified voter by the election law of the state 
existing immediately before the so-called act of secession, and excluding all others, shall reëstablish a 
state government which shall be republican, and in nowise contravening said oath, such shall be 
recognized as the true government of the state, and the state shall receive thereunder the benefits of the 
constitutional provision which declares that “the United States shall guaranty to every state in this Union 
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a republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on application of 
the legislature, or the executive, (when the legislature cannot be convened,) against domestic violence.” 
And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that any provision which may be adopted by such 
state government in relation to the freed people of such state, which shall recognize and declare their 
permanent freedom, provide for their education, and which may yet be consistent as a temporary 
arrangement with their present condition as a laboring, landless, and homeless class, will not be objected 
to by the National Executive. 
 
And it is suggested as not improper that, in constructing a loyal state government in any state, the name 
of the state, the boundary, the subdivisions, the constitution, and the general code of laws, as before the 
rebellion, be maintained, subject only to the modifications made necessary by the conditions hereinbefore 
stated, and such others, if any, not contravening said conditions, and which may be deemed expedient by 
those framing the new state government. 
 
To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper to say that this proclamation, so far as it relates to state 
governments, has no reference to states wherein loyal state governments have all the while been 
maintained. And, for the same reason, it may be proper to further say, that whether members sent to 
congress from any state shall be admitted to seats constitutionally rests exclusively with the respective 
houses, and not to any extent with the Executive. And still further, that this proclamation is intended to 
present the people of the states wherein the national authority has been suspended, and loyal state 
governments have been subverted, a mode in and by which the national authority and loyal state 
governments may be re-established within said states, or in any of them; and while the mode presented 
is the best the Executive can suggest, with his present impressions, it must not be understood that no 
other possible mode would be acceptable. 
 
Given under my hand at the city of Washington the eighth day of December, A.D. one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-eighth. 
 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
By the President: 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
 
Source: University of Maryland Freedmen and Southern Society Project 

Write It Out 
1. Why was it important for the South to rejoin the Union? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. What were the causes and effects of Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Who benefited more from Lincoln’s plan, the North or the South?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Amnesty and Reconstruction Graphic Organizer 
Questions Answers 

Who is the author of the text? 
When was the document 
written? Is the source 
credible? 

  

According to the document, 
who does the author believe 
should control Reconstruction 
in the South? 

  

According to the document, 
how can someone who 
“participated in the existing 
rebellion” receive a 
presidential pardon? Be 
specific in your answer. 

  

What percentage of people 
from the states in rebellion 
must take an oath of 
allegiance to the United States 
in order to be readmitted? 

  

How does the author propose 
southern states should handle 
former slaves? 

  

Under the proposed plan of 
Reconstruction, who does not 
qualify for a pardon? 

  

 23



What conditions must be met 
by the southern states in 
order to be readmitted into 
the Union? 

  

 
Directions: Read and annotate the source and then answer the questions and complete the split-page 
notes. 

 

Transcript of Wade-Davis Bill (1864) 
A Bill to guarantee to certain States whose Governments have been usurped or overthrown a Republican 
Form of Government. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in the states declared in rebellion against the United States, the President shall, by and 
with the advice and con- sent of the Senate, appoint for each a provisiona1 governor, whose pay and 
emoluments shall not exceed that of a brigadier-general of volunteers, who shall be charged with the civil 
administration of such state until a state government therein shall be recognized as hereinafter provided. 
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the military resistance to the United States shall have 
been suppressed in any such state, and the people thereof shall have sufficiently returned to their 
obedience to the constitution and the laws of the United States, the provisional governor shall direct the 
marshal of the United States, as speedily as may be, to name a sufficient number of deputies, and to enroll 
all white male citizens of the United States, resident in the state in their respective counties, and to 
request each one to take the oath to support the constitution of the United States, and in his enrolment 
to designate those who take and those who refuse to take that oath, which rolls shall be forthwith 
returned to the provisional governor; and if the persons taking that oath shall amount to a majority of the 
persons enrolled in the state, he shall, by proclamation, invite the loyal people of the state to elect 
delegates to a convention charged to declare the will of the people of the state relative to the reestablish- 
ment of a state government subject to, and in conformity with, the constitution of the United States. 
 
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the convention shall consist of as many members as both houses 
of the last constitutional state legislature, apportioned by the provisional governor among the counties, 
parishes, or districts of the state, in proportion to the white population, returned as electors, by the 
marshal, in compliance with the provisions of this act. The provisional governor shall, by proclamation, 
declare the number of delegates to be elected by each county, parish, or election district; name a day of 
election not less than thirty days thereafter; designate the places of voting in each county, parish, or 
district, conforming as nearly as may be convenient to the places used in the state elections next preceding 
the rebellion; appoint one or more commissioners to hold the election at each place of voting, and provide 
an adequate force to keep the peace during the election. 
 
SEC.4. And be it further enacted, That the delegates shall be elected by the loyal white male citizens of 
the United States of the age of twenty-one years, and resident at the time in the county, parish, or district 
in which they shall offer to vote, and enrolled as aforesaid, or absent in the military service of the United 
States, and who shal1 take and subscribe the oath of allegiance to the United States in the form contained 
in the act of congress of July two, eighteen hundred and sixty-two; and all such citizens of the United 
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States who are in the military service of the United States shall vote at the head-quarters of their 
respective commands, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the pro-visional governor for the 
taking and return of their votes; but no person who has held or exercised any office, civil or military, state 
or confederate, under the rebel usurpation, or who has voluntarily borne arms against the United States, 
shall vote, or be eligible to be elected as delegate, at such election. 
 
SEC.5. And be it further enacted, That the said commissioners, or either of them, shall hold the election in 
conformity with this act, and, so far as may be consistent therewith, shall proceed in the manner used in 
the state prior to the rebellion. The oath of allegiance shall be taken and subscribed on the poll-book by 
every voter in the form above prescribed, but every person known by or proved to, the commissioners to 
have held or exercised any office, civil or military, state or confederate, under the rebel usurpation, or to 
have voluntarily borne arms against the United States, shall be excluded, though he offer to take the oath 
; and in case any person who shall have borne arms against the United States shall offer to vote he shall 
be deemed to have borne arms voluntarily unless he shall prove the contrary by the testimony of a 
qualified voter. The poll-book, showing the name and oath of each voter, shall be returned to the 
provisional governor by the commissioners of election or the one acting, and the provisional governor 
shall canvass such returns, and declare the person having the highest number of votes elected. 
 
SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the provisional governor shall, by proclamation, convene the 
delegates elected as aforesaid, at the capital of the state, on a day not more than three months after the 
election, giving at least thirty days' notice of such day. In case the said capital shall in his judgment be 
unfit, he shall in his proclamation appoint another place. He shall preside over the deliberations of the 
convention, and administer to each delegate, before taking his seat in the convention, the oath of 
allegiance to the United States in the form above prescribed. 
 
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the convention shall declare, on behalf of the people of the state, 
their submission to the constitution and laws of the United States, and shall adopt the following 
provisions, hereby prescribed by the United States in the execution of the constitutional duty to guarantee 
a republican form of government to every state, and incorporate them in the constitution of the state, 
that is to say: 
 
First. No person who has held or exercised any office, civil or military, except offices merely ministerial, 
and military offices below the grade of colonel, state or confederate, under the usurping power, shall vote 
for or be a member of the legislature, or governor. 
 
Second. Involuntary servitude is forever prohibited, and the freedom of all persons is guaranteed in said 
state. 
 
Third. No debt, state or confederate, created by or under the sanction of the usurping power, shall be 
recognized or paid by the state. 
 
SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That when the convention shall have adopted those provisions, it shaII 
proceed to re-establish a republican form of government, and ordain a constitution containing those 
provisions, which, when adopted the convention shall by ordinance provide for submitting to the people 
of the state, entitled to vote under this law, at an election to be held in the manner prescribed by the act 
for the election of delegates; but at a time and place named by the convention, at which election the said 
electors, and none others, shall vote directly for or against such constitution and form of state 
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government, and the returns of said election shall be made to the provisional governor, who shall canvass 
the same in the presence of the electors, and if a majority of the votes cast shall be for the constitution 
and form of government, he shall certify the same, with a copy thereof, to the President of the United 
.States, who, after obtaining the assent of congress, shall, by proclamation, recognize the government so 
established, and none other, as the constitutional government of the state, and from the date of such 
recognition, and not before, Senators and Representatives, and electors for President and Vice President 
may be elected in such state, according to the laws of the state and of the United States. 
 
SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That if the convention shall refuse to reestablish the state government 
on the conditions aforesaid, the provisional governor shall declare it dissolved; but it shall be the duty of 
the President, whenever he shall have reason to believe that a sufficient number of the people of the state 
entitled to vote under this act, in number not less than a majority of those enrolled, as aforesaid, are 
willing to reestablish a state government on the conditions aforesaid, to direct the provisional governor 
to order another election of delegates to a convention for the purpose and in the manner prescribed in 
this act, and to proceed in all respects as hereinbefore provided, either to dissolve the convention, or to 
certify the state government reestablished by it to the President. 
 
SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That, until the United States shall have recognized a republican form 
of state government, the provisional governor in each of said states shall see that this act, and the laws of 
the United States, and the laws of the state in force when the state government was overthrown by the 
rebellion, are faithfully executed within the state ; but no law or usage whereby any person was heretofore 
held in involuntary servitude shall be recognized or enforced by any court or officer in such state, and the 
laws for the trial and punishment of white persons shall extend to all persons, and jurors shall have the 
qualifications of voters under this law for delegates to the convention. The President shall appoint such 
officers provided for by the laws of the state when its government was overthrown as he may find 
necessary to the civil administration of the slate, all which officers shall be entitled to receive the fees and 
emoluments provided by the state laws for such officers. 
 
SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That until the recognition of a state government as aforesaid, the 
provisional governor shall, under such regulations as he may prescribe, cause to be assessed, levied, and 
collected, for the year eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and every year thereafter, the taxes provided by 
the laws of such state to be levied during the fiscal year preceding the overthrow of the state government 
thereof, in the manner prescribed by the laws of the state, as nearly as may be ; and the officers appointed, 
as aforesaid, are vested with all powers of levying and collecting such taxes, by distress or sale, as were 
vested in any officers or tribunal of the state government aforesaid for those purposes. The proceeds of 
such taxes shall be accounted for to the provisional governor, and be by him applied to the expenses of 
the administration of the laws in such state, subject to the direction of the President, and the surplus shall 
be deposited in the treasury of the United States to the credit of such state, to be paid to the state upon 
an appropriation therefor, to be made when a republican form of government shall be recognized therein 
by the United States. 
 
SEC. 12. And be it further enacted, that all persons held to involuntary servitude or labor in the states 
aforesaid are hereby emancipated and discharged therefrom, and they and their posterity shall be forever 
free. And if any such persons or their posterity shall be restrained of liberty, under pretence of any claim 
to such service or labor, the courts of the United States shall, on habeas corpus, discharge them. 
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SEC. 13. And be it further enacted, That if any person declared free by this act, or any law of the United 
States, or any proclamation of the President, be restrained of liberty, with intent to be held in or reduced 
to involuntary servitude or labor, the person convicted before a court of competent jurisdiction of such 
act shall be punished by fine of not less than fifteen hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not less than five 
nor more than twenty years. 
 
SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That every person who shall hereafter hold or exercise any office, civil 
or military, except offices merely ministerial, and military offices below the grade of colonel, in the rebel 
service, state or con- federate, is hereby declared not to be a citizen of the United States. 
  
 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
A PROCLAMATION: 
WHEREAS, at the late session, congress passed a bill to "guarantee to certain states, whose governments 
have been usurped or overthrown, a republican form of government, " a copy of which is hereunto 
annexed; 
 
And whereas the said bill was presented to the President of the United States for his approval less than 
one hour before the sine die adjournment of said session, and was not signed by him; 
 
And whereas the said bill contains, among other things, a plan for restoring the states in rebellion to their 
proper practical relation in the Union, which plan expresses the sense of congress upon that subject, and 
which plan it is now thought fit to lay before the people for their consideration; 
 
Now, therefore, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, do proclaim, declare, and make 
known, that, while I am (as I was in December last, when by proclamation I propounded a plan for 
restoration) unprepared by a formal approval of this bill, to be inflexibly committed to any single plan of 
restoration; and, while I am also unprepared to declare that the free state constitutions and governments 
already adopted and installed in Arkansas and Louisiana shall be set aside and held for nought, thereby 
repelling and discouraging the loyal citizens who have set up the same as to further effort, or to declare a 
constitutional competency in congress to abolish slavery in states, but am at the same time sincerely 
hoping and expecting that a constitutional amendment abolishing slavery throughout the nation may be 
adopted, nevertheless I am truly satisfied with the system for restoration contained in the bill as one very 
proper plan for the loyal people of any state choosing to adopt it, and that I am, and at all times shall be, 
prepared to give the executive aid and assistance to any such people, so soon as the military resistance to 
the United States shall have been suppressed in any such state, and the people thereof shall have 
sufficiently returned to their obedience to the constitution and the laws of the United States, in which 
cases military governors will be appointed, with directions to proceed according to the bill. 
 
In testimony whereof; I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington this eighth day of July, in the year of our [L S.] Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-four, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-ninth. 
 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
 

By the President : 
WILLIAH H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 
Source: National Archives 
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Wade Davis Bill Split-Page Notes 
Unknown Words/Phrases Main Ideas/Important Information 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

          

 

 

Comments/Questions 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Summary 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 28



Directions: Read and annotate the source and then complete the anticipation guide. 
 

Presidential Reconstruction 
 

In 1864, Republican Abraham Lincoln chose Andrew Johnson, a 
Democratic senator from Tennessee, as his Vice Presidential candidate. 
Lincoln was looking for Southern support. He hoped that by selecting 
Johnson he would appeal to Southerners who never wanted to leave the 
Union. 
 
Johnson, like Lincoln, had grown up in poverty. He did not learn to write 
until he was 20 years old. He came to political power as a backer of the 
small farmer. In speeches, he railed against "SLAVEOCRACY" and a 
bloated "Southern aristocracy" that had little use for the white working 
man. 
 
The views of the Vice President rarely matter too much, unless something 
happens to the President. Following Lincoln's assassination, Johnson's 
views now mattered a great deal. Would he follow Lincoln's moderate 
approach to reconciliation? Would he support limited black suffrage as 
Lincoln did? Would he follow the Radical Republicans and be harsh and 
punitive toward the South? 
 
Johnson believed the Southern states should decide the course that was 
best for them. He also felt that African-Americans were unable to manage their own lives. He certainly did 
not think that African-Americans deserved to vote. At one point in 1866 he told a group of blacks visiting 
the White House that they should emigrate to another country. 

 
He also gave amnesty and pardon. He returned all 
property, except, of course, their slaves, to former 
Confederates who pledged loyalty to the Union and 
agreed to support the 13th Amendment. 
Confederate officials and owners of large taxable 
estates were required to apply individually for a 
Presidential pardon. Many former Confederate 
leaders were soon returned to power. And some 
even sought to regain their Congressional seniority. 
 
Johnson's vision of Reconstruction had proved 
remarkably lenient. Very few Confederate leaders 
were persecuted. By 1866, 7,000 Presidential 
pardons had been granted. Brutal beatings of 
African-Americans were frequent. Still-powerful 
whites sought to subjugate freed slaves via harsh 
laws that came to be known as the BLACK CODES. 

Andrew Johnson, the 17th 
President of the United States, 
was pro-slavery throughout his 
career in the Senate and as the 
Military Governor of 
Tennessee. 

Riots rocked New Orleans on July 30, 1866, when a 
convention met to stop Louisiana's Black Codes from 
taking effect. Official reports listed 37 dead and 146 
wounded, but witnesses claimed that the tolls were 
much higher. 
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Some states required written evidence of employment for the coming year or else the freed slaves would 
be required to work on plantations. 
 
In South Carolina, African-Americans had to pay a special tax if they were not farmers or servants. They 
were not even allowed to hunt or fish in some areas. Blacks were unable to own guns — and even had their 
dogs taxed. African-Americans were barred from orphanages, parks, schools and other public facilities. The 
FREEDMAN'S BUREAU, a federal agency created to help the transition from slavery to emancipation, was 
thwarted in its attempts to provide for the welfare of the newly emancipated. All of these rules resulted in 
the majority of freed slaves remaining dependent on the plantation for work. 

 
Andrew Johnson's policies were initially 
supported by most Northerners, even 
Republicans. But, there was no 
consensus as to what rights African-
Americans received along with 
Emancipation. Yet a group of Radical 
Republicans wanted the rights promised 
in the Declaration of Independence 
extended to include all free men, 
including those who were formerly 
slaves. A political power struggle was in 
the offing. 
 
Source: Independence Hall Association 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Reconstruction Anticipation Guide 
Directions: After reading Presidential Reconstruction, decide whether you think the statement is 
true or false. Write information from the document that supports your response. 

           True                                    False 

1. Under Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction plan, he 
believed the Southern states should decide the course 
that was best for them. He also felt that African-
Americans were unable to manage their own lives. 

    

These cartoons by Thomas Nast show Colombia granting pardons to high-ranking Confederate leaders (which allowed 
them the full privileges of citizenship), but denying the vote to a crippled African American Civil War veteran. 
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Supporting Information: 

2. The Freedmen's Bureau, a federal agency created to 
help the transition from slavery to emancipation, was 
widely accepted in the South for its attempts to provide 
for the welfare of the newly emancipated. 

    

Supporting Information: 

3. Lincoln hoped that by selecting Andrew Johnson as 
Vice President, he would appeal to Southerners who 
never wanted to leave the Union. 

    

Supporting Information: 

4. During Reconstruction powerful whites sought to 
subjugate freed slaves via harsh laws that came to be 
known as the Black Codes. Some states required written 
evidence of employment for the coming year or else the 
freed slaves would be required to work on plantations. 

    

Supporting Information: 

5. Under Presidential Reconstruction, Johnson's vision of 
Reconstruction had proved remarkably harsh. Most 
former Confederate leaders were persecuted and 
stripped of all their property. 

    

Supporting Information: 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source and then complete the GIST graphic organizer. 
 

Radical Reconstruction 
Both Lincoln and Johnson had foreseen that the Congress would have the right to deny Southern 
legislators seats in the U.S. Senate or House of Representatives, under the clause of the Constitution that 
says "Each house shall be the judge of the...qualifications of its own members." This came to pass when, 
under the leadership of Thaddeus Stevens, those congressmen (called "Radical Republicans") who sought 
to punish the South refused to seat its elected senators and representatives. Then, within the next few 
months, the Congress proceeded to work out a plan for the reconstruction of the South quite different 
from the one Lincoln had started and Johnson had continued. 
 
Wide public support gradually developed for those members of Congress who believed that blacks should 
be given full citizenship. By July 1866, Congress had passed a civil rights bill and set up a new Freedmen's 
Bureau -- both designed to prevent racial discrimination by Southern legislatures. Following this, the 
Congress passed a 14th Amendment to the Constitution, which states that "All persons born or naturalized 
in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the 
states in which they reside," thus repudiating the Dred Scott ruling which had denied slaves their right of 
citizenship. 
 
All the Southern state legislatures, with the exception of Tennessee, refused to ratify the amendment, 
some voting against it unanimously. In addition, in the aftermath of the war, Southern state legislatures 
passed black codes, which aimed to re-impose bondage on the freedmen. The codes differed from state 
to state, but some provisions were common. Blacks were required to enter into annual labor contracts, 
with penalties imposed in case of violation; dependent children were subject to compulsory 
apprenticeship and corporal punishments by masters; and vagrants could be sold into private service if 
they could not pay severe fines. 
 
In response, certain groups in the North advocated intervention to protect the rights of blacks in the South. 
In the Reconstruction Act of March 1867, Congress, ignoring the governments that had been established 
in the Southern states, divided the South into five districts and placed them under military rule. Escape 
from permanent military government was open to those states that established civil governments, took 
an oath of allegiance, ratified the 14th Amendment and adopted black suffrage. 
 
The amendment was ratified in 1868. The 15th Amendment, passed by Congress the following year and 
ratified in 1870 by state legislatures, provided that "The rights of citizens of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account of race, color or previous condition 
of servitude." 
 
The Radical Republicans in Congress were infuriated by President Johnson's vetoes (even though they 
were overridden) of legislation protecting newly freed blacks and punishing former Confederate leaders 
by depriving them of the right to hold office. Congressional antipathy to Johnson was so great that for the 
first time in American history, impeachment proceedings were instituted to remove the president from 
office. 
 
Johnson's main offense was his opposition to punitive congressional policies and the violent language he 
used in criticizing them. The most serious legal charge his enemies could level against him was that despite 
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the Tenure of Office Act (which required Senate approval for the removal of any officeholder the Senate 
had previously confirmed), he had removed from his Cabinet the secretary of war, a staunch supporter of 
the Congress. When the impeachment trial was held in the Senate, it was proved that Johnson was 
technically within his rights in removing the Cabinet member. Even more important, it was pointed out 
that a dangerous precedent would be set if the Congress were to remove a president because he disagreed 
with the majority of its members. The attempted impeachment failed by a narrow margin, and Johnson 
continued in office until his term expired. 
 
Under the Military Reconstruction Act, Congress, by June 1868, had readmitted Arkansas, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and Florida, to the Union. In many of these seven 
reconstructed states, the majority of the governors, representatives and senators were Northern men -- 
so-called "carpetbaggers" -- who had gone South after the war to make their political fortunes, often in 
alliance with newly freed African Americans. In the legislatures of Louisiana and South Carolina, African 
Americans actually gained a majority of the seats. The last three Southern states -- Mississippi, Texas and 
Virginia -- finally accepted congressional terms and were readmitted to the Union in 1870. 
 
Many Southern whites, their political and social dominance threatened, turned to illegal means to prevent 
blacks from gaining equality. Violence against blacks became more and more frequent. In 1870 increasing 
disorder led to the passage of an Enforcement Act severely punishing those who attempted to deprive the 
black freedmen of their civil rights. 
 
Source: University of Groningen 
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Radical Reconstruction - GIST Writing 
Main Ideas from Paragraphs 

1-3 
Main Ideas from Paragraphs 

4-6 
Main Ideas from Paragraphs 

7-9 

      

Summary of Paragraphs 1-3 Summary of Paragraphs 4-6 Summary of Paragraphs 7-9 

      

Summary 
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Task Two:  
The African American Experience in the New South 
You will investigate what life was like for African-Americans during in the years following the Civil War. 
 
Directions: Read and annotate the sources and then answer the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portrait of the first black senator, H. M. Revels of Mississippi (far left) and black representatives of 
Congress during the Reconstruction Era, circa 1870-1875. 

Source: National Archives 
 

 

Sharecropping 
Sharecropping is a type of farming in which families rent small plots of land from a landowner in 
return for a portion of their crop, to be given to the landowner at the end of each year. Different 
types of sharecropping have been practiced worldwide for centuries, but in the rural South, it was 
typically practiced by former slaves. With the southern economy in disarray after the abolition of 
slavery and the devastation of the Civil War, conflict arose during the Reconstruction e ra between 
many white landowners attempting to reestablish a labor force and freed blacks seeking economic 
independence and autonomy. 
 
Forty Acres and a Mule 
During the final months of the Civil War, tens of thousands of freed slaves left their plantations to 
follow General William T. Sherman‘s victorious Union Army troops across Georgia and the 
Carolinas. 
 
In January 1865, in an effort to address the issues caused by this growing number of refugees, 
Sherman issued Special Field Order Number 15, a temporary plan granting each freed family 40 

 35



acres of land on the islands and coastal region of Georgia. The Union Army also donated some of 
its mules, unneeded for battle purposes, to the former slaves.  
 

 
When the war ended three months later, many freed African Amer icans saw the “40 acres and a 
mule” policy as proof that they would finally be able to work their own land after years of 
servitude. Owning land was the key to economic independence and autonomy.  
 
Instead, as one of the first acts of Reconstruction, President Andrew Johnson ordered all land 
under federal control to be returned to its previous owners in the summer of 1865. 
 
The Freedmen’s Bureau, created to aid millions of former slaves in the postwar era, had to inform 
the freedmen and women that they could either sign labor contracts with planters or be evicted 
from the land they had occupied. Those who refused or resisted were eventually forced out by 
army troops. 
 
Black Codes 
In the early years of Reconstruction, most blacks in rural areas of the South were left without land 
and forced to work as laborers on large white-owned farms and plantations in order to earn a 
living. Many clashed with former slave masters bent on reestablishing a gang-labor system similar 
to the one that prevailed under slavery. 
 
In an effort to regulate the labor force and reassert white supremacy in the postwar South, former 
Confederate state legislatures soon passed restrictive laws denying blacks legal equality or 
political rights, and created “black codes” that forced former slaves to sign yearly labor contracts 
or be arrested and jailed for vagrancy. 
 
These black codes provoked a fierce resistance among the freedmen and undermined support in 
the North for President Johnson’s Reconstruction policies. A Republican victory in the 
Congressional elections of 1866 led to the passage of the Reconstruction Acts in 1867, beginning 
a new phase of Reconstruction. 
 
During this period, the passage of the 14th Amendment and the 15th Amendment granted African 
Americans the right to vote, equality before the law and other rights of citiz enship. 
 
Rise of the Sharecropping System  
Despite giving African Americans the rights of citizens, the federal government (and the 
Republican-controlled state governments formed during this phase of Reconstruction) took little 
concrete action to help freed blacks in the quest to own their own land. 
 
Instead of receiving wages for working an owner’s land—and having to submit to supervision and 
harsh discipline—most freedmen preferred to rent land for a fixed payment rather than receive 
wages. 

Did you know? In 1870, only around 30,000 African Americans in the South owned land (usually small 
plots), compared with 4 million others who did not. 
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By the early 1870s, the system known as sharecropping had come to dominate agriculture across 
the cotton-planting South. Under this system, black families would rent small plots of land, or 
shares, to work themselves; in return, they would give a portion of their crop t o the landowner at 
the end of the year. 
 
‘King Cotton’ Dethroned 
The sharecropping system also locked much of the South into a reliance on cotton —just at the 
time when the price for cotton was plunging. 
 
In addition, while sharecropping gave African Americans autonomy in their daily work and social 
lives, and freed them from the gang-labor system that had dominated during the slavery era, it 
often resulted in sharecroppers owing more to the landowner (for the use of tools and other 
supplies, for example) than they were able to repay. 
 
Some blacks managed to acquire enough money to move from sharecropping to renting or 
owning land by the end of the 1860s, but many more went into debt or were forced by poverty 
or the threat of violence to sign unfair and exploitative sharecropping or labor contracts that left 
them little hope of improving their situation.                                               
 
 Source: History.com 
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Write It Out 
Were sharecroppers truly free? Why or why not? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Task Three:  
The Outcomes of Reconstruction 
You will explore sources relating to the election of Rutherford B. Hayes, segregation, and the precedent setting case 
of Plessy v. Ferguson in order to analyze the events that led to the end of Reconstruction. 
 
Directions: Read and annotate the sources and then complete the graphic organizer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Thomas Nast cartoon, published in 1864, suggested that compromising with the South was tantamount to 
betraying the Union dead.  Source: Library of Congress 

 

Rebuilding the Old Order 
Many Southerners, whether white or black, rich or poor, barely recognized the 
world in which they now lived. Wealthy whites, long-accustomed to plush 
plantation life and the perks of political power, now found themselves barred 
from voting and holding office. Their estates were in shambles. African-
Americans were loathe to return to work for them. Poor white farmers now 
found blacks competing with them for jobs and land. 
 
For the freed slave, Reconstruction offered a miraculous window of hope. Those 
born into slavery could now vote and own land. In parts of the South, blacks 
could ride with whites on trains and eat with them in restaurants. Schools, 

orphanages, and public relief projects aimed at improving the lives of blacks were 
emerging all over the South. Perhaps most stunning of all, African-Americans 
were holding political office. Blacks were becoming sheriffs and judges. They 

1872, P.B.S. Pinchback 
of Louisiana became the 
first black governor in 
America. 
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were elected to school boards and city councils. Sixteen blacks sat in Congress from 1867-77. HIRAM 
REVELS of Mississippi became the first African-American Senator in 1870. In December 1872 P.B.S. 
PINCHBACK of Louisiana became the first African-American Governor. All in all, about 600 blacks served 
as legislators on the local level. But as the saying goes, the more things change, the more they remain the 
same. 
 
Economically, African-Americans were disadvantaged. Most had skills best suited to the plantation. By the 
early 1870s sharecropping became the dominant way for the poor to earn a living. Wealthy whites allowed 
poor whites and blacks to work land in exchange for a share of the harvest. The landlord would sometimes 
provide food, seed, tools, and shelter. SHARECROPPERS often found themselves in debt, for they had to 
borrow on bad terms and had to pay excessively for basic supplies. When the harvest came, if the debt 
exceeded harvest revenues, the sharecropper remained bound to the owner. In many ways, this system 
resembled slavery. 
 
Many whites resented and rejected the changes taking place all about them. Taxes were high. The 
economy was stagnant. Corruption ran rampant. Carpetbaggers and scalawags made matters worse. 
CARPETBAGGERS were Northerners who saw the shattered South as a chance to get rich quickly by seizing 

political office now barred from the old order. After the war these 
Yankees hastily packed old-fashioned traveling bags, called 
carpetbags, and rushed south. "SCALAWAGS" were southern 
whites, who allied themselves with the Carpetbaggers, and also 
took advantage of the political openings. 
 
Out of a marriage of hatred and fear, the KU KLUX KLAN, the 
KNIGHTS OF THE WHITE CAMELIA, and the WHITE 
BROTHERHOOD were born. They are all supremacy groups who 
aimed at controlling African-Americans through violence and 
intimidation. Massacres, lynching, rape, pillaging and terror were 
common. In essence, these groups were paramilitary forces 
serving all those who wanted white supremacy. And it was not 
only ex-Confederate soldiers and poor whites. Ministers, 
merchants, military officers and other professionals donned 
hoods, burned crosses, and murdered those who interfered with 
their vision. 
 

Emancipated blacks began finding the new world looking much like the old world. Pressure to return to 
plantations increased. Poll taxes, violence at the ballot box, and literacy tests kept African-Americans from 
voting — sidestepping the 15th Amendment. 
 
Slavery was over. The struggle for equality had just begun. 
 
Source: Independence Hall Association 

 
 
 

After the Civil War, some African American 
troops stayed in the Army. The most famous 
of these men were known as the Buffalo 
Soldiers, who moved West and fought in the 
Indian Wars. 
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Hayes-Tilden Election of 1876 
In 1876, the two major candidates running for President were Rutherford B. Hayes, a Republican, and 
Samuel J. Tilden, a Democrat. The first returns indicated a victory for Tilden, who had won the popular 
vote with 4,284,020 votes to Hayes' 4,036,572. But Tilden's 184 electoral votes -- the votes that would 
decide the Presidency -- were still one short of a majority, while Hayes' 165 electoral votes left him 20 
ballots away. The votes of three Southern states and one western state still had not been counted. The 20 
electoral votes remaining in dispute were one from Oregon and 19 from the three Southern states that 
still retained Republican-controlled electoral boards -- Florida (4), Louisiana (8), and South Carolina (7). 
What complicated the matter was that Democrats in these states had won the state elections, mostly by 
violence and fraud. Both parties claimed victory. The Republicans, who still held a majority on the electoral 
boards that would certify the election results, claimed that Hayes was elected because the Democrats' 
used fraud, violence, and intimidation in the Southern states. They "threw out" enough Democratic votes 
for Hayes to win in all three states. The Democrats submitted their own list for Tilden. In Oregon, Hayes 
had clearly won but the Democratic governor had managed to confuse things by sending one elector in 
Tilden's favor. The conflict raged because the Constitution did not provide for a way of resolving the 
dispute. 
 
The Electoral College controversy would drag on for months, not reaching resolution until almost the eve 
of the scheduled inauguration on March 5, 1877. To break the deadlock, Congress appointed an Electoral 
Commission, made up of five Senators, five members of the House of Representatives, and five Supreme 
Court justices. Congress originally hoped to have seven Republican members of the Commission, seven 
Democrats, and one independent. As it turned out, however, the actual membership turned out to consist 
of eight Republicans and seven Democrats. The Commission voted along straight party lines 8 to 7 to 
accept all of Hayes' electoral votes and reject the Democrat's claims. The night before President Grant's 
term expired, the Senate announced Hayes had been elected President. The deadlock was broken behind 
closed doors when Southern Democrats agreed to support Hayes' claim for the Presidency if he would 
support increased funding for Southern internal improvements and agree to end Reconstruction, thus 
guaranteeing home rule -- meaning white control -- in the South. Hayes became President and the 
Southern Democrats could reverse with impunity the gains that blacks had made during Reconstruction. 
 
Source: PBS 
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Analyzing the Election of 1876  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TITLE OF EVENT: 
 
 

Democratic Candidate  Republican Candidate 
 
 

Democratic View of Reconstruction 
 
 

Tilden wins the 
popular vote, but 
does not have a 
majority in the 
Electoral College 

 

Details:  
 

Republican View of Reconstruction 
 
 

 

Congress appoints 
an Electoral 
Commission to 
settle the Electoral 
College 
controversy 

Hayes makes a deal 
with Southern 
Democrats 

Details:  
 

Details:  
 

 

TIMELINE OF DISPUTED ELECTION 
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Directions: Read and annotate the source and then complete the graphic organizer. 
 

Excerpt of Segregation 
Racial segregation was a system derived from the efforts of white Americans to keep African Americans 
in a subordinate status by denying them equal access to public facilities and ensuring that blacks lived 
apart from whites. During the era of slavery, most African Americans resided in the South, mainly in rural 
areas. Under these circumstances, segregation did not prove necessary as the boundaries between free 
citizens and people held in bondage remained clear. Furthermore,  blacks and whites lived in close 
proximity on farms and plantations and geographical isolation made contact 
between neighbors infrequent. However, free people of color, located chiefly in cities and towns of the 
North and Upper South, experienced segregation in various forms. By the time the Supreme Court ruled 
in Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) that African Americans were not U.S. citizens, northern whites had 
excluded blacks from seats on public transportation and barred their entry, except as servants, from most 
hotels and restaurants. When allowed into auditoriums and theaters, blacks occupied separate sections; 
they also attended segregated schools. Most churches, too, were segregated. 
 
Reconstruction after the Civil War posed serious challenges to white supremacy and segregation, 
especially in the South where most African Americans continued to live. The abolition of slavery in 1865, 
followed by ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment (1868) extending citizenship and equal protection 
of the law to African Americans and the Fifteenth Amendment (1870) barring racial discrimination in 
voting, threatened to overturn the barriers whites had erected to keep blacks separate and unequal. Yet 
the possibilities of blacks sharing public conveyances and public accommodations with whites increased 
during the period after 1865. Blacks obtained access to streetcars and railroads on an integrated basis. 
Indeed, many transportation companies favored integration because they did not want to risk losing black 
business. 
 
African Americans did gain admission to desegregated public accommodations, but racial segregation, or 
Jim Crow as it became popularly known, remained the custom. (The term Jim Crow originated from the 
name of a character in an 1832 minstrel show, where whites performed in black face.) Passage by Congress 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1875, which barred racial discrimination in public accommodations, provides 
evidence of the continued presence of segregation and the need to rectify it. The law lasted until 1883, 
when the Supreme Court of the United States declared the statute unconstitutional for regulating what 
the justices considered private companies, such as streetcars and entertainment facilities. By this time, 
the interracial Reconstruction governments had fallen in the South and the federal government had 
retreated from strong enforcement of black civil rights. With white-controlled governments back in 
power, the situation of southern blacks gradually deteriorated. To maintain solidarity and remove possible 
political threats, white southerners initiated a series of efforts to reduce further African American 
citizenship rights and enforce Jim Crow. The Supreme Court’s 1883 ruling in the Civil Rights Cases spurred 
states to enact segregation laws. Between 1887 and 1892, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Maryland, North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia refused equal access to African 
Americans on public accommodations and transportation. These laws forced blacks to sit in the back of 
the bus, on separate cars in trains, and in the balcony at theaters, for example. From this period 
on, segregation became a rigid legal system separating the races from cradle to grave—including 
segregated hospital facilities, cemeteries, and everything in between—no longer tolerating any flexibility 
in the racial interactions that had previously existed. 
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Why did Jim Crow become entrenched in the 1890s? The third-party Populist uprising of that decade 
threatened conservative Democratic rule in the South. Many of those blacks who could still vote, and the 
number was considerable, joined the Populist insurgency. To check this political rebellion and prevent 
blacks from wielding the balance of power in close elections, southern Democrats appealed to white 
solidarity to defeat the Populists, whipped up anti-Negro sentiment, disfranchised African Americans, and 
imposed strict de jure (by law) segregation. 
 
In contrast with the South, in the late 1880s and early 1890s, Indiana, Nebraska, Ohio, Michigan, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and New York all adopted laws that prohibited racial 
discrimination in public facilities. Yet blacks encountered segregation in the North as well. Rather than 
through de jure segregation, most northern whites and blacks lived in separate neighborhoods and 
attended separate schools largely through de facto segregation. This kind of segregation resulted from 
the fact that African Americans resided in distinct neighborhoods, stemming from insufficient income as 
well as a desire to live among their own people, as many ethnic groups did. However, blacks separated 
themselves not merely as a matter of choice or custom. Instead, realtors and landlords steered blacks 
away from white neighborhoods and municipal ordinances and judicially enforced racial covenants signed 
by homeowners kept blacks out of white areas. 
 
Source: National Humanities Center 
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Segregation Guiding Questions  
 

Paragraph one Why did the system of segregation start? 
 
 
 
 

Where did segregation occur before the Civil War? What was it like? 
 
 
 
 

Paragraph two What did segregation look like during Reconstruction? 
 
 
 
 

Paragraphs three 
and four 

What is “Jim Crow?” 
 
 
 
 

What did the Supreme Court’s 1883 ruling, overturning the 1875 Civil Rights Act, 
spur some states to do? 
 
 
 

Paragraph five What is the difference between de jure and de facto segregation? 
 
 
 
 

How was segregation in neighborhoods in the North enforced? 
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Directions: Read the amendments and answer the questions. 
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