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6th-8th GRADE DAILY ROUTINE 

TTiimmee AAccttiivviittyy 
EExxaammpplleess 

66--88 
8:00a Wake-Up and 

Prepare for the Day 
 

          

• Get dressed, brush teeth, eat breakfast 
 

                         

9:00a Morning Exercise 
 
 

 

• Exercises 
o Walking 
o Jumping Jacks 
o Push-Ups 
o Sit-Ups 
o Running in place 
o High Knees 
o Kick Backs 
o Sports 

 
NNOOTTEE:: Always stretch before and after physical activity 

10:00a Academic Time: 
Reading Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (ELA) 

• Packet 
o Reading (one lesson a day) 

11:00a Play Time Outside (if weather permits) 
12:00p Lunch and Break 

 

• Eat lunch and take a break 
• Video game or TV time 
• Rest 

2:00p Academic Time: 
Math Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (Math) 
 

• Packet 
o Math (one lesson a day) 

3:00p Academic 
Learning/Creative 
Time 

 

• Puzzles 
• Flash Cards 
• Board Games 
• Crafts 
• Bake or Cook (with adult) 

4:00p Academic Time: 
Reading for Fun 

 

• Independent reading 
o Talk with others about the book 

5:00p Academic Time: 
Science and Social 
Studies 

      

• Online 
o Plato (Science and Social Studies) 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00a Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete, cepíllate los dientes, desayuna 

 
9:00a Ejercicio Mañanero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Siempre hay que estirarse antes y después de cualquier 
actividad física. 

• Ejercicios 
o Caminar 
o Saltos de tijeras 
o Lagartijas 
o Abdominales 
o Correr en el mismo lugar 
o Rodillas altas 
o Patadas hacia atrás 
o Deportes 

 
10:00a Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Lectura 
• En Línea: 

o Plato (ELA)  
• Paquete: 

o Leer(una lección al día) 
11:00a Tiempo para jugar Afuera(si el clima lo permite) 
12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Almorzar y tomar un descanso 

• Este es tiempo para jugar videos y 
ver televisión 

• Descansar 
2:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Matemáticas   
• En Línea: 

o Plato (Matemática) 
• Paquete 

o Matemática (una lección al 
día) 

3:00p Aprendizaje Académico/Tiempo Creativo • Rompecabezas 
• Tarjetas Flash 
• Juegos de Mesa 
• Artesanías 
• Hornear o Cocinar( con un adulto) 

4:00p Tiempo Académico: 
Leyendo por Diversión 

• Lectura Independiente  
o Habla con otros acerca de 

lo que leíste 
5:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Ciencias y Estudios Sociales  
• En Línea 

o PLato(Ciencia y Estudios 
Sociales) 
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Summarize Literary Text
Summarizing is the process of highlighting the essential points of a literary text in a clear, concise way. Effective 
summarizing improves comprehension, long-term retention, and overall achievement. While summarizing is 
one of the most useful strategies for students to learn, it is also one of the most challenging. Common difficulties 
include recognizing ideas that are important but unstated, distinguishing between important and unimportant 
details, and understanding how events and details are connected. Longer, more complex texts can also be a 
challenge to summarize because the hierarchy of information can become confusing. To teach students how to 
summarize, provide frequent and varied opportunities for practice with manageable chunks of literary text, and 
break down the process to focus on the particular skills involved. 

Three Ways to Teach

Condense Ideas and Details 20–30 minutes

Help students understand how readers create an effective summary by condensing ideas and details into 
one statement. 

• Display a brief literary text, such as a short story or a passage from a novel, and read it aloud. 

• Identify a cluster of ideas or details, and model condensing them to summarize an important idea. Draw 
attention to important and less important details as you think aloud. This example is based on chapter 9 of 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by Mildred D. Taylor.

A lot happens in this scene. Papa, L.T., and Stacey get attacked, and then Papa’s leg gets run over by the 
wagon wheel. L.T. fights off the attackers, and they continue on. I can picture Papa with his arm draped over 
Stacey’s shoulder and Cassie pulled close, and I can see the little fig tree overshadowed by the tall oak and 
walnut trees, but still blooming. Instead of trying to remember all of that, I will summarize what those details 
are really getting at: Just like the fig tree, the Logan family doesn’t give up.

• Repeat this process as you guide students to generate several summary statements. 

• Then have students work in pairs or small groups, using the same or a different text, to identify related ideas 
and details and condense them into summary statements. 

• Bring students back together to share summaries and discuss their decisions about important and 
unimportant ideas and details. 

Section 1 Activities
7th Grade-ELA
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Evaluate Strong and Weak Summaries  20–30 minutes

When students evaluate sample summaries, they develop an understanding of what elements make a summary 
strong or weak. Display these characteristics of strong and weak summaries.

Strong Summary Weak Summary

• Clearly states central idea in first sentence

• Clearly states supporting ideas

• Only includes important details

• Tells details in logical order 

• Does not include reader’s opinions

• Does not state central idea clearly, or at all

• Does not state supporting ideas clearly, or at all

• Leaves out important details, or includes 
unimportant details

• Tells details out of order 

Prepare in advance two one-paragraph summaries—one strong and one weak—based on students’ current 
reading. Distribute copies of each summary, and have students work in small groups to evaluate both samples. 
As students discuss their work, have them identify which summary was strong and use details from the 
summary to explain why. Guide a similar discussion about the weak summary. 

Revise a Weak Summary 30–45 minutes

Connect to Writing To give students practice writing strong summaries, have them revise a weak summary. 

• Prepare and provide a short, weak summary based on students’ current reading. Then, using the Strong 
Summary/Weak Summary chart (see previous activity) as a guide, have students rewrite the summary to fix 
each problem area. 

• To help them check their own work, teach students to turn the items in the Strong Summary column of the 
chart into questions.

• Did I clearly state the central idea in the first sentence? 

• Did I clearly state supporting ideas? 

• Did I include only important details?

• Does this information flow in a logical order?

Check for Understanding

If you observe... Then try...

difficulty summarizing important ideas scaffolding with paraphrasing. Copy a paragraph of 
four or five sentences on a whiteboard, but leave space 
between each line. Work with students to paraphrase 
each sentence. Have them write the paraphrased 
text above the original sentence, and then erase the 
original sentence. Review the paraphrased text, then 
work with students to summarize related ideas.

 2
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69L8: Summarizing Literary Texts

Part 1: Introduction

Theme: Myths and Legends

Summarizing Literary Texts
Lesson 8

Setting

Medieval town square

Characters

Strong man, Merlin, Arthur

Have you ever seen a movie that you couldn’t wait to tell your friends about? You probably 
described it to them using just a few sentences. A summary is a brief retelling of a story that 
includes the main characters, setting, and important events, including the conflict and its 
resolution. When summarizing, be sure to tell events in the order they happen. Also be sure to  
tell it using objective statements that are free of opinions or judgments. 

Read the story below. Make notes in the margins about the characters, setting, and events.

Let Arthur have
a chance.

All hail our
new king!

Only the true
king can free

Excalibur.

Read the chart below, noting how it only tells important details about the story.

Important Event

Even the strongest townsfolk cannot pull the sword from 
the stone.

Important Event

Young Arthur comes forward to try. He succeeds in freeing 
the sword and becomes king.

Summary

After many people try and fail to pull the sword Excalibur from the stone, Arthur succeeds
and becomes the new king of England.

Summaries retell important events and identify setting and characters in an objective fashion. 
Good readers summarize to check their understanding and remember important plot details.

 3
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Genre: Legend

Read the first three paragraphs of an Algonquin legend.

Explore how to answer this question: “What is the best way to summarize this part of the legend?”

A summary includes characters, setting, and important events. Underline these elements in the text 
above.

Summaries should also be objective, or free of opinions and judgments. Read the following summary 
and cross out any opinion words or statements. Then check your work against the bullet points.

 Glooskap is an awesome Algonquin warrior who comes home to his village after defeating his 
enemies. I think it’s funny how he finds the Wasis sitting on the floor and thinks it’s another enemy. 
He foolishly challenges and orders the Wasis around, but the little creature won’t obey him.

• In the first sentence, “awesome” is an opinion, not a detail from the text. Cross it out.

• In the second sentence, “I think it’s funny” is a judgment and should be crossed out.

• The word “foolishly” in sentence 3 is also an opinion. It should be crossed out, too.

With a partner, discuss another important event that should be added to the summary to make 
it more complete. Then take turns summarizing the text objectively and in your own words. 

Glooskap and the Wasis by Edgar Ingersoll

 And so it was that Glooskap, the mightiest and most fearsome of all the Algonquin warriors, 
had traversed through the lands, defeating all his enemies. After many months, he returned to his 
village, where the people bowed their heads respectfully.

 Upon arriving at his wigwam home, however, he glimpsed an odd creature sitting on the floor, 
sucking a piece of maple-sugar candy, troubling no one. Glooskap asked his wife what the 
creature was, to which she responded that it was the Wasis, a fierce being who was undefeated 
and would remain so until the end of time. She warned her husband that if he meddled with the 
Wasis, Glooskap would be plagued with suffering.

 Glooskap was incensed that an enemy had infiltrated his home. He challenged the small 
creature to a test of strength, but the Wasis ignored him. Outraged, he ordered the Wasis to crawl 
to him and acknowledge him as its master, but the creature only laughed.

(continued)

 4
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Show Your Thinking

Continue reading about Glooskap and the Wasis. Use the Close Reading 
and Hint to help you answer the question.

Circle the correct answer.

Which of the following choices is the best summary of the story ending?

A Glooskap finally figures out that the Wasis is his son. He may have 
been a mighty warrior, but he wasn’t very smart.

B The mighty Glooskap is unable to defeat the crying baby Wasis. This 
victory is remembered every time a baby coos at its father.

C The wife’s warning that Glooskap would suffer proves to be wrong. 
Glooskap ends up enjoying the time he spends with his son.

D Although Glooskap asks the Wasis to stop crying, it refuses to do so. 
Even dancing, singing, and making a face doesn’t work.

Hint
Eliminate any choices that 
make a judgment, are 
inaccurate, or are vague.

 Explain why one other answer choice is not a good summary of the story ending.

   

   

  With a partner, take turns objectively summarizing the entire legend in your own words. Include 
characters, setting, and important events.

  In an uncontrollable fury, Glooskap screamed at the Wasis that 
he alone was the mightiest warrior! This time, the Wasis did respond: 
it opened its throat and let out a terrible, heartbroken wail.

 Glooskap covered his ears, but the creature’s howls split his 
skull. He asked it to stop crying, but it would not. He danced a 
funny dance, sang a song, and made a face, but it wasn’t until 
Glooskap held the Wasis that the creature was finally appeased. 
Subdued, the baby cooed “goo” at his father—for son and father 
they were. And forever after, when a baby coos “goo goo” at his 
father, the Wasis remembers his victory over Glooskap.

What are the most 
important events that 
occur in this part of the 
text? Underline two or 
more details that describe 
the ways the Wasis 
responds to Glooskap’s 
actions.

Close Reading (continued from page 70)

 5
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L9: Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs 253L16: Analogies 253

1  cent : dollar :  : inch :           

  foot  meter  worm

2  saw : carpenter :  : telescope :           

  constellation  lens  astronomer

3  tragedy : sorrow :  : triumph :           

  victory  hero  pride

4  eagle : bird :  : shark :           

  tuna  ocean  fish

HintHint

First, figure out the 
relationship between 
the first pair of words. 
Then, choose the word 
that will make the 
second pair of words 
have the same type of 
relationship as the first 
pair of words.

Guided Practice  Choose the word that completes the analogy. Write the word on the 
line. Then identify the type of analogy, and write it next to the analogy.

Introduction  In this lesson, you will study analogies, or the types of relationships 
between pairs of words. The example below is an analogy.

nearnear is to distantdistant as hiddenhidden is to exposedexposed

Near and distant are antonyms, and hidden and exposed are antonyms. So, near and distant have the 
same type of relationship as hidden and exposed. Their relationships are analogous to each other. 

Sometimes analogies are written with colons.

• A colon (:) separates the words in each pair. The colon stands for the phrase is to.

• A double colon (: :) separates the pairs of words. The double colon stands for the word as.

near :: distant ::  :: hidden :: exposed

 is to as is to

Antonym analogies are just one type of analogy. There are many other types, as this chart shows.

Type of Analogy Example

Synonym friendly :: nice ::  :: rapid :: fast

Cause/Effect fire :: scorch ::  :: drought :: wither

Part/Whole foot :: leg ::  :: leaf :: branch

Item/Category horse :: animal ::  :: car :: vehicle

Tool/User camera :: photographer ::  :: stove :: chef

Analogies
Lesson 16

 6



17© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 7 • Packet 2, Section 1©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L16: Analogies254

 1  sink : kitchen : : classroom :    

A students

B textbook

C school

D learn

 2  laptop : computer : : ring :    

A jewelry

B doorbell 

C circus

D bracelet

 3  joke : laughter : : virus :    

A computer

B cure

C crying

D illness

 4  cozy : uncomfortable : : odd :    

A strange

B ordinary

C painful

D cold

 5  hammer : builder : : microphone :    

A louder

B volume

C audio

D singer

Answer Form
1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D

5 A B C D 5
Number 
Correct

For numbers 1–5, choose the word that correctly completes 
each analogy.

Independent Practice

 7
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Genre: Myth

I know that a myth is a 
story set in a time and 
place unlike my own. 
Myths also often have 
fantastical characters. 
As I read, I’ll think 
about how these 
elements might be 
included in a summary 
of the text.

Read the myth. Use the Study Buddy and the Close Reading to guide your reading.

Beowulf and Grendel by Javier Moreno

1  Long, long ago there lived a great king named Hrothgar who 
benevolently ruled over Denmark and its people. Every night the 
king hosted great feasts in Heorot Hall and joined in the 
merriment as songs were sung and stories were told.

2  Outside, lurking in the gloom, was a hideous monster named 
Grendel who hated the merry sounds that came from the hall. 
The sounds of song and laughter tortured him. Finally, late one 
night when the unsuspecting guests lay sleeping, Grendel  
entered the hall and killed thirty of Hrothgar’s men. For the 
twelve long years that followed, no songs or laughter came from 
Heorot Hall. Even the bravest and strongest of Hrothgar’s soldiers 
were powerless against the wrath of Grendel.

3  Finally, a hero appeared—Beowulf, who looked like a boy to 
Hrothgar’s warriors. They gasped as he stood before the king 
of the Danes and declared, “I will kill this monster. I will leave 
behind my sword, and I shall destroy him with my bare hands.” 

4  The brave words of the youthful Beowulf filled King Hrothgar 
with hope. That night, there was feasting and merriment in 
Heorot Hall once more. When darkness fell over the land and 
each man went to take his rest, Beowulf alone stayed watchful 
and vigilant, waiting for the battle he knew was sure to transpire.

5  At last, Grendel entered Heorot Hall. Just as the monster was 
about to seize Beowulf, the youth caught Grendel by the arm, and 
man and monster wrestled until daylight. The battle was fierce 
and wild, but Beowulf emerged the victor. Fatally wounded, 
howling his song of death, Grendel fled the hall and ran until 
he reached the lake where he made his home. There, he plunged 
into the waters and quickly sank, never again to terrorize 
the Danes.

Circle details that reveal 
the central conflict in this 
story and which 
characters are most 
affected. 

Close Reading

What is the fate of the 
two main characters? 
Underline the most 
important events in the 
story’s ending.

 8
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Which of the following statements would you most likely include in a 
summary of “Beowulf and Grendel”?

A Heorot Hall was once King Hrothgar’s favorite place.

B Grendel preferred to live in dark, gloomy places.

C Hrothgar shows great weakness compared to the courageous 
Beowulf.

D Beowulf promises King Hrothgar that he will kill Grendel.

2  Which is the best summary of the last paragraph of the story?

A Beowulf and Grendel have a fierce and unrestrained battle.

B Beowulf defeats Grendel, who returns to his lake to die.

C Grendel howls a song of death while he flees the hall.

D Grendel gets what he deserves for terrorizing the Danes.

3  Write a summary of the story “Beowulf and Grendel” in your own 
words. Be sure to be objective and include at least three details about 
the main characters, setting, and  important events.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Which choice presents an 
objective statement that 
gives information about 
an important character 
and event?

Hints

Which choice gives an 
objective overview of the 
paragraph’s important 
events?

As you write, think about 
where the story takes 
place, who it is about, and 
what happens to those 
characters from 
beginning to end.

 9
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Read the myth. Then answer the questions that follow.

Gift from the Heavens
by Flora Diaz

 1  At one time, the gods lived in the heavens while the mortals toiled on the earth. Zeus, king of all 
gods, did not look kindly on the mortals. Zeus believed that all heavenly powers belonged only to the gods 
and goddesses. Prometheus believed that these powers should be shared with the mortals.

 2  Prometheus and Zeus were constantly getting into disputes. Once, Prometheus was asked to solve a 
conflict between the gods and mortal men. The men were going to sacrifice a bull during a festival and they 
had to decide which parts of the bull should be offered to the gods and which parts should be reserved for the 
men. Prometheus saw this as an opportunity to play a trick on Zeus. He butchered the bull and put the lean, 
tasty parts of the meat into a small serving bowl and then placed the gristle, bones, and fat into a much larger 
serving bowl. When Prometheus asked Zeus to select his meal, naturally he chose the larger portion.

 3  When Zeus realized how he had been deceived, he was furious and immediately sought revenge. To 
punish both Prometheus and the mortals he cared about, Zeus snatched fire away from the men of earth, and 
kept it only for the gods. 

 4  During one bitterly cold winter, Prometheus watched the mortals huddle together like a pack of 
animals to keep warm. “They need to have fire returned to earth,” he thought. So he decided to ignore Zeus’ 
decree, no matter the risk. Prometheus lit a torch with the fire from the wheels of the chariot that carried the 
sun across the sky. He brought the flaming torch to earth and delivered fire to the mortals. As a result, life on 
earth was transformed. Not only did fire keep people warm, it also enabled them to cook food for the first 
time, as well as smoke the food and preserve it for later use. With the heat of the fire, they could even smelt 
metals and turn them into tools to use for farming.

 5  The king of the gods was furious when he learned what Prometheus had done. He wanted to punish 
Prometheus and return the mortals to a life of pain and hardship. So Zeus came up with a plan. He asked the 
other goddesses to help him create a beautiful, mortal woman.  His daughter Athena offered her assistance, 
and when the lovely creature was fully formed, Athena breathed life into her. Zeus named the woman 
Pandora, and she possessed unequalled beauty and charm. Zeus gave Pandora an ornate lidded box and sent 
her to Prometheus as a gift. He told Prometheus that Pandora would make a perfect bride.

 6  Prometheus was suspicious of any gift from Zeus, despite the woman’s incredible beauty. He 
suggested to his brother Epimetheus that he marry Pandora instead, which he willingly did. After they were 
wed, Epimetheus asked his bride what was inside the sealed box. 

 7  “I don’t know,” she replied. “I only know that Zeus gave me strict instructions never to open it.”

 8  “That is most unusual, but I would not trust Zeus. Perhaps we should bury the box,” her husband 
responded.

 9  Pandora had never given a thought to what was inside the box until her husband asked her about it. 
Now she was consumed with curiosity and she could think of nothing else. She wondered what it could be and 

Part 5: Independent Practice

 10
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why Zeus was so determined to keep her from glancing inside. One night, while her husband was sleeping, 
Pandora pulled the box from its hiding place and cautiously opened the lid. 

10  Immediately all manner of dreadful things were released from the box—disease, despair, malice, 
greed, death, hatred, violence, cruelty, and war. These torments traveled to earth, creating extreme discord 
and chaos for the mortals. 

11  However, without Zeus’ knowledge, his daughter Athena had put something else into the box, 
something that could help the mortals cope with all these miseries—hope. So hope also traveled to earth to 
serve as a balance to the woes that burden all mortals.

Answer the questions. Mark your answers to  
questions 1–3 on the Answer Form to the right.

 1  Which of these is the best summary of paragraph 1?

A Zeus cared only about the gods and had no compassion for mortals. Prometheus believed 
that the powers of the gods should be shared.

B Zeus decreed that mortals would toil as his slaves on earth.

C Prometheus thought that power should be shared among all the gods equally. Zeus 
wanted all of the power for himself.

D Prometheus did not get along with Zeus. He turned all of his attention to taking care of 
the mortals.

 2  Which sentence should be included in a summary of the story? 

A Epimetheus trusted Zeus more than he trusted his brother.

B Prometheus made humans as powerful as gods.

C Zeus gave Pandora the box but told her not to open it. 

D Pandora opened the box to rebel against Zeus.

Answer Form

1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

Number 
Correct 3

Part 5: Independent Practice
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 3  Which is the best summary of the key events of the story?

A Prometheus helped humans trick Zeus, so the king of all gods took fire away from 
humans. Prometheus lit a torch from the chariot that carries the sun and brought fire 
back to humans. Zeus saw how humans thrived with fire, so he had a beautiful woman 
created. She went to earth, married Prometheus’ brother, and then released evil into the 
world.

B Prometheus helped humans trick Zeus by keeping the best part of a bull sacrifice for 
themselves. Zeus punished Prometheus and the humans by taking fire away from them. 
Prometheus felt pity for the suffering humans and brought fire back to them. Zeus took 
revenge by creating a woman who brought all the evil things to the world in a box. 

C Zeus thought heavenly powers should not be shared with humans. Prometheus disagreed, 
so he showed humans how to trick Zeus. Zeus became angry and took fire away from 
humans. Prometheus saw how cold humans were, so he brought them back their fire. 
Humans began to cook, smoke food, and make farm equipment.

D Prometheus helped humans trick Zeus, so Zeus took fire away from humans. Prometheus, 
seeing how humans suffered, brought the fire back. Zeus then sent Pandora to 
Prometheus with a box she was not supposed to open. Prometheus’ brother married 
Pandora. The curious Pandora then opened the box, letting out both evil and hope into 
the world.

 4  Summarize in your own words how Prometheus helps humans. Support your answer with at 
least three details from the passage.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 44.Self Check

Part 5: Independent Practice

 12



23© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 7 • Packet 2, Section 1©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L9: Comparative and Superlative Adjectives and Adverbs 233L6: Using Different Kinds of Sentences 233

1  A knight’s training began early in life, and it ended in the knight’s 

teenage years.  

2  Jousts kept knights in great condition for real battles. 

  

3  When spectators attended jousts, they often rooted for a 

favorite knight.  

4  Although jousts often ended in bloodshed, the matches were a 

popular part of life, and townspeople regularly gathered to watch 

these events.  

5  Jousting competitions were usually part of a larger tournament 

that included other events as well.  

HintHint

The independent and 
dependent clauses  
in a complex or 
compound-complex 
sentence may be in 
any order. For instance, 
the dependent clause 
may come first. 

Example:  
While a knight had to 
be brave, he also had 
to be respectful, and 
he had to be loyal to 
his king.

Guided Practice  Underline the independent clause or clauses in each sentence.  
Then write simple, compound, complex, or compound-complex to identify the sentence type.

Introduction  Building your sentences in different ways can help you eliminate 
wordiness and make clear connections between ideas. There are four basic types of sentences:

Type Definition Example

SimpleSimple has one independentindependent clause Jousting was a medieval sport.

CompoundCompound has two or more independentindependent clauses
Medieval knights had to be experts in battle, and 
jousting was one way to prepare for battle.

ComplexComplex
has one independentindependent clause and one 
or more dependentdependent clauses

Although jousting was a form of entertainment, it 

also let knights practice important skills.

Compound-Compound-
complexcomplex

has two or more independentindependent clauses 
and one or more dependentdependent clauses

Jousting wasn’t as dangerous as combat, but a 
knight could still be hurt when he fell off his horse.

Varying the sentence types when you write can also make your writing more interesting to read.

Using Different Kinds of Sentences
Lesson 6
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L6: Using Different Kinds of Sentences234

 1  Jousts could be dangerous. Often 
knights broke bones. This would happen 
even though knights wore armor.

A Although jousts could be 
dangerous, knights wore armor 
and still broke bones.

B Because knights wore armor, they 
broke bones, and jousts were 
still dangerous.

C Jousts could be dangerous, and 
although knights wore armor, they 
still often broke bones.

D Because jousts could be dangerous, 
knights broke bones, but knights 
wore armor.

 2  Special lances for jousting had to be 
made to avoid serious injury. This 
was because battle lances were such 
dangerous weapons. 

A  Battle lances were such dangerous 
weapons that special lances for 
jousting had to be made to avoid 
serious injury. 

B Special lances for jousting had to 
be made to avoid serious injury 
although battle lances were such 
dangerous weapons. 

C Because the special lances for 
jousting had to be made to avoid 
serious injury, battle lances were 
dangerous weapons.

D Battle lances were such dangerous 
weapons because special lances for 
jousting had to be made to avoid 
serious injury.

 3  Knights had many obligations and 
duties. They had to be strong and kind.

A Knights had to be strong and 
kind, but they had many duties 
and obligations.

B Knights had many duties and 
obligations, and they also had to 
be strong and kind.

C Knights had many duties and 
obligations because they had to be 
strong and kind.

D Although they had to be strong 
and kind, knights had many duties 
and obligations.

 4  A knight had a hard life. He fought 
to honor his king both on and off 
the battlefield.

A A knight had a hard life, so he 
fought to honor his king both on 
and off the battlefield.

B Although he fought to honor 
his king both on and off the 
battlefield, a knight had a 
hard life.

C A knight had a hard life after he 
fought to honor his king both on 
and off the battlefield.

D Because he fought to honor 
his king both on and off the 
battlefield, a knight had a 
hard life. 

For numbers 1–4, choose the best way to combine the 
sentences to eliminate repetition and make the relationships 
between ideas clear.

Answer Form
1 A B C D

2 A B C D

3 A B C D

4 A B C D 4
Number 
Correct

Independent Practice
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Assessment 16

Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.

The Legend of the Cedar Tree
a Cherokee legend 

told by Eileen Evers

 1  Long ago, when people were still new upon the earth, they came to believe that their lives would be 
easier if there was only daylight and no darkness. So, they sent their cries skyward in hopes that the Ouga, 
their creator, would hear them.

 2  The Ouga did hear their voices and, because he loved his people as a father loves his children, he 
made the night cease as they desired. But as the weeks went on, and the people had to work and toil 
continuously in the fields, their crops grew in such abundance that they could scarcely keep up. And because 
there was only daylight, it was always hot, so hot that sleep was impossible. The people, already tired from long 
hours of work, became short tempered and irritable. Everyone was on edge.

 3  And so, the people sent new cries skyward, asking the Ouga if he might make it night all the time 
instead. The Ouga hesitated, knowing that there is purpose in all things created in twos—day and night, birth 
and death, joy and sadness. In the end, however, because he was kind and wanted to please them, the Ouga 
gave his people what they wanted.

 4  Daylight ceased and night fell upon the earth. Soon crops began to wither, and because there was 
only darkness, it was always cold. The people had to constantly gather wood for fires to keep warm. They 
could not see to hunt and with no crops to harvest, they became hungry and weak. Many of them died.

 5  And so, the people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness. “Please return to us the 
day and night that you made perfect for us in the beginning.” 

 6  The Ouga restored day and night, each day forming a perfect boundary of light and darkness. Soon 
the weather became more pleasant and crops began to grow again. People could hunt and there was plenty to 
eat. They were happy and humbled and vowed never again to take their many blessings for granted.

 7  The Ouga was pleased to see his people smiling once again, but his heart was heavy, for during the 
time of darkness many of his people had perished. He decided to create a new tree into which he placed their 
spirits. This tree was named a-tsi-na tlu-gv (ah-see-na loo-guh), or the cedar tree. And so, as tradition holds, 
whenever the Cherokee gaze upon a cedar, they remember to pause and honor the brothers and sisters who 
came before them.

 15



26© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. Grade 7 • Packet 2, Section 1

Go On

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

Assessment 1 7

 6  The following question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B. 

Part A

What do the Ouga’s actions reveal about his character?

A The Ouga is angry with the people for asking so much of him.

B The Ouga has a strong love for the people despite their demands. 

C The Ouga believes the people should be able to meet their own needs.

D The Ouga allowed the people to keep suffering to teach them a lesson.

Part B

Which sentence from the story best supports the answer to part A?

A “So, they sent their cries skyward in hopes that the Ouga, their creator, would 
hear them.”

B “The Ouga did hear their voices and, because he loved his people as a father loves his 
children, he made the night cease as they desired.”

C “The Ouga hesitated, knowing that there is purpose in all things created in twos—day 
and night, birth and death, joy and sadness.”

D “And so, the people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness.” 

 7  Read these sentences from the passage.

  But as the weeks went on, and the people had to work and toil continuously in the 
fields, their crops grew in such abundance that they could scarcely keep up. And because 
there was only daylight, it was always hot, so hot that sleep was impossible. The people, 
already tired from long hours of work, became short tempered and irritable. Everyone was 
on edge.

What does the phrase “on edge” mean in the last sentence?

A touchy and grumpy

B hot and sweaty

C worried and scared

D tired and overworked
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Assessment 18

 8  Which sentence from the passage reveals that the people suffer for their mistakes?

A “. . . they came to believe that their lives would be easier if there was only daylight and 
no darkness.”

B “So, they sent their cries skyward in hopes that the Ouga, their creator, would  
hear them.”

C “They could not see to hunt and with no crops to harvest, they became hungry  
and weak.”

D “. . . they remember to pause and honor the brothers and sisters who came before them.”

 9  The author contrasts Ouga’s point of view with the people’s point of view. Which sentence 
from the passage best shows how the author develops the differing points of view?

A “And because there was only daylight, it was always hot, so hot that sleep 
was impossible.”

B “The people, already tired from long hours of work, became short tempered  
and irritable.”

C “The Ouga hesitated, knowing that there is purpose in all things created in twos— 
day and night, birth and death, joy and sadness.”

D “They could not see to hunt and with no crops to harvest, they became hungry 
and weak.”

 10  The people are able to learn from their mistakes. Which of the following two sentences from 
the passage best support this statement?

A “The people had to constantly gather wood for fires to keep warm.”

B “And so, the people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness.”

C “The Ouga restored day and night, each forming a perfect boundary of light 
and darkness.”

D “People could hunt and there was plenty to eat.”

E “They were happy and humbled and vowed never again to take their many blessings 
for granted.”
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Assessment 1 9

 11  These notes for a summary need to be arranged correctly into the order in which the events 
occur in the passage.

Indicate the correct chronological order of the events below by writing the numbers 1 to 10 
on the blank before each sentence.

    The people asked the Ouga to make it night all the time. 

     The Ouga created the cedar tree for the Cherokee to honor the spirits of their 
brothers and sisters.

    The people grew tired and irritable from long hours of work in the daylight.

    The Ouga restored day and night.

    Soon the weather became more pleasant and crops began to grow again.

    The Ouga granted the people’s wish for only daylight.

    The people became hungry and weak, and many of them died.

     The people were happy and humbled and vowed never again to take their blessings 
for granted.

    The people sent new cries skyward, begging the Ouga’s forgiveness.

    In the darkness, it was always cold and crops withered.

7th Grade-Math
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7th Grade Social Studies 
LEAP 2025 PRACTICE 

Directions:  
Read each source and question. Then follow the directions to answer each question. Circle your 
answer by choosing the correct choice. You may look back at the sources when needed.  
 

Some of the questions will ask you to write a response.  
 

If you do not know the answer to a question, you may go on to the next question but don’t forget 
to go back to the one(s) you may have skipped. 
 

Read and study the sources about the Reconstruction Era. Then use the three sources and your 
knowledge of social studies to answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade-Social Studies
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5. Using the sources and your knowledge of social studies, explain one political and one social 
effect of Reconstruction on the South. 
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Get Counted! Name:
What is the Census? 
The census is a count of every person in our country. It’s our 
government’s way of keeping track of our population. Every ten years, 
the government does a major count of every family and person, in 
every community across the country. The results help the government 
figure out what communities need and who should get what. 

How Did the Census Start? 
Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution called for a count of 
each state’s population within three years after the first meeting 
of the new Congress. (And every ten years after that.) The 
population count would help our newly founded government 
figure out how to distribute the number of “seats” (which 
reflects the number of members) each state would get in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. That count was the first U.S. census. 
It happened in 1790. U.S. Marshals from district courts visited 
every home in the country—which only had thirteen states, three 
districts, and one territory at the time—and took a count of the 
men, women and children.

How Does It Work? 
Since the first census a lot has changed. For one, U.S. Marshals no longer 
do the counting. Instead, we have a Census Bureau, an organization 
with thousands of people who work daily to complete the huge task of 
counting each and every person living in the United States. Every ten 
years, the Census Bureau distributes census surveys across the country. 
By March, households receive letters with instructions for how to complete 
the survey online, over the phone, or by mailing in a paper form. The 
Census Bureau also sends census workers called “door knockers” to rural 
areas and to houses that don’t respond to the survey by early April to 
collect answers in person, too. 

What Happens After Everyone Gets Counted?
Once everyone is counted, population data is shared with the 
President and U.S. Congress. States may lose or gain seats in 
the House of Representatives based on how their population 
has changed. The process of redistributing the House’s 435 
seats among the states is called apportionment, and it only 
happens after a census count. The seats are redistributed, or 
reapportioned, according to a representation ratio which 
helps ensure that each representative represents roughly the 
same number of people per state. Today, each representative in 
the House represents a little more than 747,000 people!

The Framers thought the Census was 
so important they put it at the very 
beginning of the Constitution!

327,000,000+327,000,000+

There are currently over 327 million 
people living in the United States.
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Get Counted! Name:
Who’s Counted?
A lot has changed about how people are counted. For one, now everyone 
is included. The first census counted white males and females and 
categorized them by age and gender. All other free persons, meaning 
mostly free blacks, were counted, too, but reported in one single 
category. Enslaved blacks were grouped into another category—
but only counted as 3/5th of a person. Native Americans weren’t 
counted at all, not until 1870. Today, the Census Bureau counts 
everyone equally. Your race doesn’t matter and neither does 
citizenship status. The census count is a resident count, not a 
citizen count. If you live in the United States (or its surrounding 
territories), you must be counted. 

Is it Hard to Count Everyone?
Counting every single person in the U.S. is a colossal task. Special 

workers called enumerators are hired by the Census Bureau help 
ensure an accurate count. But our country has hundreds of millions 
of diverse people, and some groups are harder to reach than 
others. Children ages 0-5, people who don’t speak or read English 
well, the homeless, and some racial minorities have historically 
been hard for the Census Bureau to count. It’s important to try to 

reach “hard to count” communities, because when people aren’t 
fully counted, their communities miss out on the hundreds of billions of 

dollars the federal government distributes based on census data. 

What Will the Census Ask?
The census only takes about ten minutes to complete. Only one person 
in your household needs to fill out the form. The census will ask for the 
number of people who live or stay at your home, their ages, gender, 
relationship to one another, and race. The census will also ask if each 
person is of Latino, Hispanic, or Spanish descent and if your family owns 
or rents your home. Any personal information like your name or address 
is kept private. The Census Bureau can’t share that information with 
anyone, not even the FBI!

How Will the Census Affect Me?
Data from the census can be used to decide which communities will get 
money for new schools, better public buses and trains, and even hospitals. 
Businesses and city planners use the data to decide where to build factories, 
roads, offices, and stores, which help to create new jobs and improve 
neighborhoods. And considering that you’ll be old enough to vote before 
the next census comes along, the results will determine the number of 
representatives you’ll elect for your state and national governments and 
the amount of electoral votes your state will have in the 2024 and 2028 
presidential elections. Make sure you’re counted!

Reading  ̶  Side B
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Get Counted! Name:

Foldable

Foldable. Define each word from the lesson and write a sentence using the word. Then sketch an 
image that will help you to remember it’s meaning in the space under each word. When you’re done, 
fold and cut your foldable according to the directions and add it to your notebook or binder.

Census

Census Bureau

Apportionment

Representation Ratio

Enumerator

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Definition:

Sentence:

Fo
ld

 H
er

e
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Get Counted! Name:

You!  
(How will census 
data impact you?) 

Here’s how 
the census will 
impact me...

Activity  ̶  Side A

A. Misinformation Fake Out. It’s important that people have correct information about the census. 
Don’t be fooled by these deceptive social media posts. Read each post and fix it in the space below by 
sharing a corrected version.

B. The Census & You. Complete the chart by thinking about how each group listed will use the 
census data and how that data will eventually impact you! Write your answers in the space provided.

The Census & Me
How the Census Affects You...

National 
Government

The national 
government will 
use census data 
to...

State and Local 
Government

State and local 
governments will 
use census data 
to...

City Planners 

City planners will 
use census data 
to...

Businesses 

Business will use 
census data to...
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Get Counted! Name:

Activity – Side B

C. Hard to Count. Hard to count communities exist all over the United States and vary from location 
to location. What do you think would make a community hard to count? Read through some of the 
possible reasons, then for each group list the factors that could prevent an accurate count and think of 
possible solutions to overcome them.

• Access to information
• Location
• Access to resources in 

languages other than English

• Lack of permanent address
• Inability to complete the form
• Fear that information will not be 

kept private

Group
What do you think 

contributes to this group 
being undercounted?

What could the Census 
Bureau do to improve their 

count of this group?

Children ages 0-5

Homeless

New Residents
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Get Counted! Name:

Activity  ̶  Side C

D. Primary Source. Read the excerpt and answer the questions. Some words have been defined for 
you. Others you’ll have to figure out on your own. (Don’t worry, we know you can do it!)

Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. ConstitutionArticle I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportionedapportioned among the several States which may be included 
within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 
Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding (not counting) 
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.]1 The actual EnumerationEnumeration shall be made within three 
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent (next) Term 
of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed 
(be greater than) one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and 
until such enumerationenumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled (able) to chuse (choose) 
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, 
New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South 
Carolina five, and Georgia three.
1 The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, changed the rule that enslaved blacks be counted as 3/5th of a person.

1. How were representatives and direct taxes apportioned among the states?

2. When did the Constitution change to count enslaved blacks as whole persons?

3. In the reading you learned what an enumerator is. Now, use that knowledge and the context clues 
from the excerpt to write a definition for enumeration.

4. What was the representation ratio set by the U.S. Constitution?

5. How many representatives did each state have before the first census count?

 69



© 2020 iCivics, Inc.

Get Counted! Name:

Activity  ̶  Side D

E. Practice Survey. Directions for completing the census will soon be making their way to your door. 
Practice by answering a few sample questions below. The questions here will cover the first 2 people in 
your home. The real census will have room for everyone living or staying in your home.  

Start here  OR go online to complete your 2020 Census questionnaire.
Use a blue or black pen.

Directions: Before you begin, use the 
guidelines here to help you get an 
accurate count of all the people in your 
home.
• Count everyone, including babies, living 

or sleeping in your home.
• Count anyone who doesn’t have a 

permanent address who is staying with 
you on April 1st.

• Do not count anyone who lives away 
from your home on April 1st even if 
they will return to your home later (i.e. 
anyone away at college, in the Armed 
Forces, staying in a nursing home, jail, 
or prison.)

1. How many people live or stay in your  
      home?

      Number of people = 

2. Is your house, apartment, or mobile home  
     owned or rented? (Check one)
       Owned?
       Rented?
       Neither? 

3. Answer the following questions about each of 
the people who live in your home. Start by listing 
the person who pays rent or owns the home 
as Person 1. If that person does not live in the 
home, you may start with any person.

Person 1:
      a. First and Last Name

      b. Gender (Check one)
       Male
       Female
      c. Age and Birthday (if the person is  
          less than a year old, write 0 for the age)

      d. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish descent?
       Yes
       No
      e. Race or Ethnicity

Person 2:
      a. First and Last Name

      b. Gender (Check one)
       Male
       Female
      c. Age and Birthday (if the person is  
          less than a year old, write 0 for the age)

      d. Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish descent?
       Yes
       No
      e. Race or Ethnicity























Thank you for completing the Sample Census Questionnaire!
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Get Counted! Name:

Extension

*Optional Activity. Create a poster or PSA (public service announcement) to get the word out 
about the census and the importance of being counted. Be sure to include when the census will be 
happening, how people can complete it, and two other pieces of information about the census that you 
think will help your community ensure a complete and accurate count.
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Ballot 

 Yes  No

Should the U.S. change its constitution to make 
education the right of every citizen? 

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

 Yes  No

Should the U.S. change its constitution so that 
people are required to vote? 

B A L L O T
Should the U.S. change its constitution so every 
citizen has a duty to strive toward excellence? 

Should the U.S. change its constitution to state 
that men and women have equal rights? 

Should the U.S. change its constitution to forbid 
activities that pollute the environment? 

Name: 

Explain why:

Explain why:

Explain why:

Explain why:

Explain why:
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This Land Is Your Land Name:

Reading

Fifty United States

Where in the world is the United States? (Can you spot it on this map? Is 
all of it on this map?) Most of the U.S. is part of the continent called North 
America. It is in the northern hemisphere of the globe, which means it lies 
north of the equator. The U.S. is divided into two kinds of smaller areas: 
states and territories. Each state and territory has its own capital city, 
its own government, and its own geographical features. There are fifty 
states. States send representatives to the U.S. Congress, and U.S. citizens 
who live in a state may vote in presidential elections. Can you name all 
fifty states? 

From Sea to Shining Sea...

...and beyond! The continental United States is the 48 states that are 
contiguous, meaning they are touching. This part of the United States 
shares borders with two neighbors: Canada to the north and Mexico to 
the south. It stretches from the Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Pacific 
Ocean on the west, and has many different kinds of terrain in between. 
There are major mountain ranges, vast prairies, scorching deserts, and 
lush woodlands. Two states, Alaska and Hawaii, are not part of the 
continental U.S. Alaska is much farther north, and part of it lies inside 
the Arctic Circle! The state of Hawaii and the five U.S. territories, on the 
other hand, are all tropical islands. 

United States Territories

In addition to the states, there are five U.S. territories that are 
governed by the U.S. but have not been incorporated as states. 
All of the territories were acquired over time from other countries. 
Spain gave both Puerto Rico and Guam to the U.S. after the 
Spanish-American War in 1898. The U.S. Virgin Islands were 
purchased from Denmark in 1917. American Samoa is part of 
a group of islands that the U.S. and Germany argued over and 
eventually divided up in 1899. The Northern Mariana Islands 
came under U.S. administration after World War II, and in the 
1970s its people voted to become a U.S. territory instead of 
becoming independent. Each territory is governed by the U.S. 
federal government, and each one also has its own government 
with executive, legislative, and judicial branches. Residents of U.S. 
territories cannot vote in presidential elections.

America’s Special Places

The United States has lots of special places! But some places have 
special significance to the U.S. as a nation. One is its capital—the city 
of Washington, located in the District of Columbia. This is where you’ll 
find the White House, the U.S. Capitol Building, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
as well as memorials to Washington, Lincoln, and many different wars. 
Another special place is the Statue of Liberty, located in New York Harbor 
outside New York City. The statue was a gift from France to the United 
States in the 1880s, and it has become a worldwide symbol of American 
hope and freedom. 

For more than 4,000 years, Guam and the 
Mariana Islands have been home to the 
Chamorro people, who used these latte 
stones as building supports. Each U.S. 
territory has its own history and culture. 
Source: Wikimedia

The Rocky Mountains were a challenge  
for American settlers headed west. 
Source: Wikimedia

The Statue of Liberty was seen by 
thousands of immigrants in the late 
1800s and early 1900s as they arrived 
in America looking for a better life. 
Source: Dept. of Homeland Security

© 2018 iCivics, Inc.
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Map Activity

G. Territorial Terrain. All of the five U.S. territo-
ries are made up of islands. But where are they? 
Follow the clues below to find them. Write the letter 
that marks each territory next to its clue.

____ 1. Puerto Rico: A large island directly east of 
the Dominican Republic.

____ 2. American Samoa: A group of islands way 
out in the ocean east of Australia.

____ 3. Northern Mariana Islands: A curved chain of 
islands east of the Philippines.

____ 4. U.S. Virgin Islands: Three small islands east 
of Puerto Rico.

____ 5. Guam: A peanut-shaped island south of the 
Northern Mariana Islands.

A. Water, Water Everywhere. Label these  
bodies of water on the map:  

1. The Pacific Ocean is on the west coast of the 
United States. Label it on the map.

2. The Atlantic Ocean is on the east coast of the 
United States. Label it on the map.

3. The Gulf of Mexico is south of the United 
States. Label it on the map.

4. The Great Lakes lie between the U.S. and 
Canada. 

F. Home Sweet Home. Do you know where you 
are? If not, you’d better find out!

1. Find your state or territory. Trace or circle its 
border with a decorative pattern.

2. Label the city or town where you live with a 
dot and its name.

3. Label your state’s capital city with a star and 
the city’s name.

This Land Is Your Land

C. Raging Rivers. Label America’s two longest 
rivers on the map:

1. Missouri River: Starts in Montana and flows into 
America’s second longest river…

2. Mississippi River: Starts in Minnesota and flows 
south, emptying into the Gulf of Mexico.  

Now label these other famous rivers:

3. Colorado River: Starts in Colorado and flows 
south along the Arizona border to Mexico.

4. Rio Grande: Starts in Colorado and flows south 
to the Gulf of Mexico.

5. Columbia River: Starts in Canada, flows south 
into Washington, then west to the Pacific 
Ocean.

6. Yukon River: Starts in Canada and flows west 
through Alaska.

7. Ohio River: Starts in Pennsylvania and flows 

B. Good Neighbors. The U.S. shares borders with 
two other countries: 

1. Mexico lies to the south, and Canada lies to 
the north. Label them on the map.

2. Find every state that borders Canada.   
Label each state with its name and draw lines 
through it like this:

3. Find every state that borders Mexico.   
Label each state with its name and draw lines 
through it like this:

E. Our Nation’s Capital. The president, the U.S. 
Congress, and the Supreme Court all work here.

1. Find where our capital should be on the map. 
Draw a star there.

2. Label the star with the name of our capital. 
(You might need to write the name out in the 
ocean and draw an arrow.)

D. Majestic Mountains. Draw and label these 
American mountains:

Rocky Mountains. Sketch a straight line from  
Idaho’s border with Canada to the middle of  
northern New Mexico. Draw jagged mountain 
peaks on both sides of this line.

Appalachian Mountains. Sketch a straight line the 
middle of northern Alabama to the top of Maine. 
Draw rounded mountain peaks on both sides of 
this line.

Mt. Kilauea. Draw a volcano on the south side of 
Hawaii’s biggest island!
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