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6th-8th GRADE DAILY ROUTINE 

TTiimmee AAccttiivviittyy 
EExxaammpplleess 

66--88 
8:00a Wake-Up and 

Prepare for the Day 
 

          

• Get dressed, brush teeth, eat breakfast 
 

                         

9:00a Morning Exercise 
 
 

 

• Exercises 
o Walking 
o Jumping Jacks 
o Push-Ups 
o Sit-Ups 
o Running in place 
o High Knees 
o Kick Backs 
o Sports 

 
NNOOTTEE:: Always stretch before and after physical activity 

10:00a Academic Time: 
Reading Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (ELA) 

• Packet 
o Reading (one lesson a day) 

11:00a Play Time Outside (if weather permits) 
12:00p Lunch and Break 

 

• Eat lunch and take a break 
• Video game or TV time 
• Rest 

2:00p Academic Time: 
Math Skills 

 

• Online: 
o Plato (Math) 
 

• Packet 
o Math (one lesson a day) 

3:00p Academic 
Learning/Creative 
Time 

 

• Puzzles 
• Flash Cards 
• Board Games 
• Crafts 
• Bake or Cook (with adult) 

4:00p Academic Time: 
Reading for Fun 

 

• Independent reading 
o Talk with others about the book 

5:00p Academic Time: 
Science and Social 
Studies 

      

• Online 
o Plato (Science and Social Studies) 



 
Para familias que necesitan apoyo académico, por 
favor llamar al 504-349-8999 
 
De lunes a jueves • 8:00 am – 8: 00 pm 
        Viernes • 8:00 am – 4: 00 pm 
 
Disponible para familias que tienen preguntas ya sea 
sobre los recursos de aprendizaje en línea o los 
paquetes de aprendizaje impresos. 
 
 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00a Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete, cepíllate los dientes, desayuna 

 
9:00a Ejercicio Mañanero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Siempre hay que estirarse antes y después de cualquier 
actividad física. 

• Ejercicios 
o Caminar 
o Saltos de tijeras 
o Lagartijas 
o Abdominales 
o Correr en el mismo lugar 
o Rodillas altas 
o Patadas hacia atrás 
o Deportes 

 
10:00a Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Lectura 
• En Línea: 

o Plato (ELA)  
• Paquete: 

o Leer(una lección al día) 
11:00a Tiempo para jugar Afuera(si el clima lo permite) 
12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Almorzar y tomar un descanso 

• Este es tiempo para jugar videos y 
ver televisión 

• Descansar 
2:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Matemáticas   
• En Línea: 

o Plato (Matemática) 
• Paquete 

o Matemática (una lección al 
día) 

3:00p Aprendizaje Académico/Tiempo Creativo • Rompecabezas 
• Tarjetas Flash 
• Juegos de Mesa 
• Artesanías 
• Hornear o Cocinar( con un adulto) 

4:00p Tiempo Académico: 
Leyendo por Diversión 

• Lectura Independiente  
o Habla con otros acerca de 

lo que leíste 
5:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Ciencias y Estudios Sociales  
• En Línea 

o PLato(Ciencia y Estudios 
Sociales) 



6th Grade Social Studies 
At-Home Learning Packet 

 
Overall Directions 

Read, analyze and annotate sources. 
Answer questions in complete sentences and complete graphic organizers. 
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Medieval Europe 
You will examine characteristics of Medieval Europe.  

You will also investigate the various factors that contributed to the shift 
from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance. 

 
 

Directions: Analyze the map of Europe in 1160 and today (next page) and answer the 
questions.  

 
1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Western Europe Today 

 
 
 

Europe after the Fall of Rome 
As the Roman Empire fell, various groups from the north and east moved into former Roman lands. As 
they moved in, these groups created their own states. The Romans believed these people, who called 
themselves names we might still consider strange-including the Celts, Franks, Saxons, Angles, Visigoths, 
and Jutes, to list a few-to be barbarians. This word, which we now take to mean warlike or unruly people, 
originally came from the term the Roman Empire gave to anyone who didn’t speak Latin or Greek. In other 
words, anyone who wasn’t Roman! 
 
The rulers of these states, usually powerful warlords, began to call themselves kings. These kings often 
fought among themselves. As a result, by the early 500s Europe was divided into many small kingdoms. 
The creation of these kingdoms marked the beginning of the Middle Ages, a period that lasted from about 
500 to about 1500. We call this time the “middle” ages because it falls between ancient times and modern 
times. Another name for the Middle Ages is the medieval (mee - DEE - vuhl) period. 
 
The Medieval World 
The word “medieval” comes from the words medium aevum, which are Latin for “middle ages.” The 
Middle Ages cover the period roughly between the fall of the western Roman Empire in the 5th century 
and the Renaissance—a rebirth in learning at the end of the 15th century. 
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The Dark Ages 
The early part of the Middle Ages, from around 400 to 800 CE, is known as the “Dark” Ages. At the 
beginning of this period, Germanic tribes pushed across the frontiers of the western Roman Empire, 
destroying towns and making trade routes dangerous. The Dark Ages describes the centuries of 
disorder that followed. 
 
Christianity Spreads to Northern Europe 
At the beginning of the Middle Ages, many of the kingdoms of northern Europe were not Christian. 
Christianity was only common in places that had been part of the Roman Empire, such as Italy and Spain. 
As time passed, however, Christianity slowly spread farther north. This spread was largely through the 
efforts of two groups of Christians—missionaries and monks. 
 
Missionaries  
Perhaps the most powerful force that helped spread Christianity into northern Europe was the pope. Over 
the years, many popes sent missionaries to teach people in northern kingdoms about Christianity. 
Missionaries are people who try to convert others to a particular religion. Some missionaries traveled 
great distances to spread Christianity to new lands.  
 
One of the first places to which popes sent missionaries was Britain. These missionaries traveled all over 
the island, and eventually most people in Britain became Christian. From Britain, other missionaries 
carried Christianity into what are now France and Germany. Not all missionaries, though, were sent by the 
pope. In fact, one of the first missionaries to travel to northern Europe was Patrick, who took it upon 
himself to teach people about Christianity. In the mid-400s Patrick traveled from Britain to Ireland to 
convert the people there.  
 
Unlike most missionaries, Patrick traveled alone. Although he faced resistance to his teachings, he 
eventually converted the Irish people to Christianity.  
 
Monks  
While missionaries traveled to spread Christian teachings, men called monks were equally dedicated to 
their faith. Monks were religious men who lived apart from society in isolated communities. In these 
communities, monks spent their time in prayer, work, and meditation.  
 
Communities of monks, or monasteries, were built all over Europe in the Middle Ages. Life in a monastery 
was strictly organized. The monks had to follow rules that were intended to help them live as good 
Christians. These rules outlined the day-to-day affairs of the monastery, including how monks should dress 
and what they should eat. Most European monasteries followed a set of rules created in the early 500s by 
an Italian monk named Benedict. His code was called the Benedictine Rule, and those who followed it 
were called Benedictine monks. But not all monks in Europe were Benedictines. Different groups of monks 
created their own rules. For example, monks in Ireland were very different from monks in France or 
Germany. Even though they lived apart from society, monks had a big influence on Europe. Monks 
performed many services, both inside and outside of monasteries. Monasteries sometimes provided basic 
services, such as health care, that were unavailable to many members of their communities. The poor and 
needy would arrive at a monastery and the monks would give them aid. 
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In addition to giving aid to people in their communities, monks: 
• ran schools and copied books for those who couldn’t read or write,  
• collected and saved ancient writings from Greece and Rome,  
• served as scribes and advisors to local rulers.  
 
Monks also helped spread Christian teachings into new areas. Many monasteries were built in remote 
locations where Christians had never traveled before. People living near the monasteries learned about 
Christianity from the monks. 
 
The Franks Build an Empire  
As Christianity was spreading into northern Europe, political changes were also taking place. In the 480s a 
powerful group called the Franks conquered Gaul, the region we now call France. Under a ruler named 
Clovis, the Franks became Christian and created one of the strongest kingdoms in Europe. 
 
As strong as the Franks were under Clovis, though, they had yet to reach their greatest power. That power 
would not come until the late 700s, when a leader named Charlemagne (SHAHR-luh-mayn) appeared. 
Charlemagne was a brilliant warrior and a strong king, and he led the Franks in building a huge empire.  
 
To build this empire, Charlemagne spent much of his time at war. He led his armies into battle against 
many neighboring kingdoms and conquered them. By the time he was finished, Charlemagne’s empire 
included all of what is now France. It also stretched into modern Germany, Austria, Italy, and northern 
Spain.  
 
Charlemagne, a Christian king, had conquered parts of the former Roman Empire. For that reason, on 
Christmas Day in 800, Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne Emperor of the Romans. This title symbolized a 
return to the greatness of the Roman Empire.  
 
Charlemagne didn’t spend all of his energy on warfare, however. A great admirer of education, he built 
schools across Europe. He also brought scholars to teach in his capital at Aachen (AH-kuhn), now in 
western Germany. Among these scholars were some of the greatest religious scholars and teachers of the 
Middle Ages. Their teachings helped shape religious and social life in Europe for centuries. 
 
Invaders Threaten Europe  
Even while Charlemagne was building his empire, though, new threats appeared in Europe. Invaders 
began to attack settlements all over the continent. Muslim armies poured into southern France and 
northern Italy. Fierce warriors called the Magyars swept into Europe from the east, attacking towns and 
destroying fields. From Scandinavia came perhaps the most frightening invaders of all, the Vikings.  
 
The Vikings raided Britain, Ireland, and other parts of western Europe. They looted towns and monasteries 
and took prisoners to sell into slavery. The attacks were swift and savage, and Europeans lived in terror of 
Viking raids. 
 
Because Vikings could sail their ships up rivers, their raids weren’t limited to coastal areas. The Vikings 
also reached inland cities and attacked cities in the Iberian and Italian peninsulas. 
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Charlemagne 
What would you do if you ruled much of Europe?  

When did he live?  
742–814  
 
Where did he live?  
Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, ruled 
most of what are now France and 
Germany. He lived mainly in his capital, 
Aachen, near the modern city of Cologne, 
Germany.  
 

What did he do?  
Through his wars of 
conquest, Charlemagne 
united many of the 
tribes of central and 
western Europe into a 
single empire.  
 
Why is he important?  
While Europe was still reeling from the collapse of Rome, Charlemagne brought people 
together. He helped Europeans realize that they shared common bonds, such as 
Christianity, that linked them. In other words, he helped people see themselves as 
Europeans, not members of tribes. 
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Feudalism Governs Knights and Nobles  
When the Vikings, Magyars, and Muslims began their raids in the 800s, the Frankish kings were unable to 
defend their empire. Their army was too slow to defend against the lightning-fast attacks of their enemies. 
Because they couldn’t depend on protection from their kings, nobles had to defend their own lands. As a 
result, the power of nobles grew, and kings became less powerful. In fact, some nobles became as 
powerful as the kings themselves. Although these nobles remained loyal to the king, they ruled their lands 
as independent territories.  
 
Knights and Land  
To defend their lands, nobles needed soldiers. The best soldiers were knights, warriors who fought on 
horseback. However, knights needed weapons, armor, and horses. This equipment was expensive, and 
few people had money in the early Middle Ages. 
 
As a result, nobles gave knights fiefs (FEEFS), or pieces of land, instead of money for their military service. 
A noble who gave land to a knight in this way was called a lord.  
 
In return for the land, a knight promised to support the noble in battle or in other matters. A knight who 
promised to support a lord in exchange for land was called a vassal.  The vassal swore that he would always 
remain loyal to his lord. Historians call this system of promises that governed the relationships between 
lords and vassals feudalism (FYOO-duh-lih-zuhm).  
 
A Lord’s Duties  
The ties between lords and vassals were the heart of feudalism. Each group had certain responsibilities 
toward the other. A lord had to send help to his vassals if an enemy attacked. In addition, he had to be 
fair toward his vassals. He couldn’t cheat them or punish them for no reason. If a lord failed to do what 
he was supposed to, his vassals could break all ties with him. 
 
To defend their lands, many lords built castles. A castle is a large building with strong walls that can easily 
be defended against attacks. Early castles didn’t look like the towering structures we see in movies and 
storybooks. Those great castles were built much later in the Middle Ages. Most early castles were made 
of wood, not stone. Nevertheless, these castles provided security in times of war. 
 
A Vassal’s Duties  
When a lord went to war, he called on his vassals to fight with him. But fighting wasn’t a vassal’s only duty. 
For example, vassals had to give their lords money on special occasions, such as when a lord’s son became 
a knight or when his daughter got married. A vassal also had to give his lord food and shelter if he came 
to visit. If a vassal gained enough land, he could become a lord. In this way a person might be both a lord 
and a vassal. A knight could also accept fiefs from two different lords and become a vassal to both. Feudal 
obligations could become confusing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7



Feudalism Spreads  
Feudalism was first created by the Franks. Before long 
the system began to spread into other kingdoms. In the 
1000s, Frankish knights introduced feudalism into 
northern Italy, Spain, and Germany. Feudalism then 
spread into eastern Europe.  
 
Feudalism also reached Britain in the 1000s. It was 
brought there by a French noble named William, who 
was the duke of Normandy in northern France. In 1066, 
he decided to conquer England.  
 
William and his knights sailed into England and 
defeated the English king in a battle near the town of 
Hastings. After winning the battle, William declared 
himself the new king of England. He became known as 
William the Conqueror. To reward his knights for their 
part in the victory, William gave them large estates of 
land in his new country. This was the beginning of 
feudalism in England. 
 
 
The Manor System  
When a knight received a fief from his lord, he needed 
a way to farm it. Knights were fighters who didn’t have 
time to work in the fields. At the same time, peasants, 
or small farmers, needed to grow food to live. Very few 
peasants, however, owned any land.  

 
As a result, a new economic system developed. Under this system, knights allowed peasants to farm land 
on their large estates. In return, the peasants had to give the knights food or other payment.  
 
The large estate owned by a knight or lord was called a manor. In general, each manor included a large 
house or castle, pastures, fields, and forests. It also had a village where the peasants who worked on the 
manor lived.  
 
Peasants, Serfs, and Other Workers  
Most medieval lords kept about one-fourth to one-third of their land for their own use. The rest of the 
land was divided among peasants and serfs — workers who were tied to the land on which they lived. 
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Feudalism 
What is feudalism? 
Let's imagine that you're a poor European farmer in the Middle Ages. Here's the political situation: you 
don't own the land you live on. It's rented from a baron or a duke. You and your neighbors share a plow 
between you, and you combine your oxen into teams to till the soil together. There's not much social 
mobility: your parents and grandparents before you worked this same land. You don't even have the legal 
right to leave the property, without the permission of your landlord. You're a serf, in a feudal economy. 
 
The term feudal is a tricky one, because few scholars can quite agree on what it means these days. 
Seventeenth-century historians and lawyers who studied the Middle Ages decided to give a common 
name to the diverse landowner-tenant arrangements that existed in northwest Europe during the Middle 
Ages, starting with the collapse of Charlemagne's empire in the late ninth century and declining after the 
Black Plague and the Peasant Revolt in the fourteenth century. Though these arrangements could range 
widely in style, they were lumped together under the label of feudalism, from the Medieval Latin 
term feudum referring to a landed estate. Medieval economies were largely based around the operations 
of those landed estates. Modern historians dispute whether or not it's useful to lump together the 
management of these estates in that way. Rather than diving into the arguments of how to organize this 
history, let's discuss some common threads about those estates. For our purposes, the important thing is 
that those lands were cultivated with a combination of free and unfree labor—let's talk about how that 
came to be. 

 
Medieval serfs under the 
command of a reeve, a manorial 
supervisor. Image 
credit: Wikipedia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The closest Europe came to operating under one system of landowner agreements was in the late eighth 
and early ninth century CE. Charlemagne established counties and appointed counts to rule regions of his 
domain. But, in the wake of his death, his empire dissolved. Counts who had received lands from the court 
of Charlemagne began to consolidate their own local power, exerting control over the people who lived 
on their lands. They owed allegiance to the Church and to the kingdoms that guaranteed their claims of 
land ownership, but each medieval lord established their own particular set of rules. If you were to travel 
through early medieval Europe, you would find yourself in a hundred petty kingdoms, each with its 
own manor or landed estate, each one with its manorial court. 
 
The land of these manors was tilled by unfree agricultural workers, or serfs. To discover exactly what a 
serf is, we'll need to move back in history a bit and visit late Imperial Rome. 
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The origins of serfdom in Rome 
Slavery was foundational to the Roman economy: enslaved people tilled the fields, cleaned homes, 
quarried—extracted—rocks and salt, and sometimes served as accountants for wealthy Romans. 
Enormous estates grew valuable crops like olives and grapes; these estates required many enslaved 
people to run. 

 
Replanted grapevines at the Villa Regina at 
Boscoreale, an agricultural villa of ancient 
Rome, north of Pompeii in Campania, Italy. 
Image credit: Wikipedia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The nearly fifty-year Imperial Crisis in the third century CE led to civil war, economic collapse, and a 
breakdown of trade across the Roman Empire. This meant a temporary end to long-distance trade of wine 
and olive oil. As imperial expansion slowed, fewer prisoners of war and kidnapped children were enslaved, 
and the elites who ran estate farms had to search elsewhere for low-cost labor. Without a centralized 
economy to lean on, the estates had to become self-sufficient, producing food and crafts without outside 
aid. 
 
As city economies crumbled, lower-class plebeians from the city immigrated to the countryside and 
entered into a new kind of labor agreement with the landholders. Neither entirely enslaved nor truly free, 
these former city-dwellers were called coloni. Coloni were sharecropper farmers. They didn’t own their 
land; they rented it from a landowner in exchange for a portion of the harvest produced in their fields. As 
this labor system emerged, Roman emperors created laws that bound the coloni to the land and made 
their status hereditary—it passed from parent to child. Coloni could marry, but they couldn't marry non-
coloni. They could not leave the land to which they were assigned. They could not file suit against their 
landlords. 
 
This system, and these restrictions, would eventually become known as serfdom. Similar systems emerged 
independently throughout several different societies. 
 
What factors led to Roman plebeians moving from the city to the countryside? 
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Slavery and serfdom 
There are important distinctions between slavery and serfdom. Slavery describes a system in which a 
person can be bought and sold as property; enslaved people were not considered human beings with 
rights. Take a look at a translation of this early medieval law from Bavaria, a region now part of Germany: 
“A sale once completed should not be altered, unless a defect is found which the vendor has concealed, 
in the slave or horse or any other livestock sold...: for animals have defects which a vendor can sometimes 
conceal.” 
 
Classifying enslaved people as livestock was typical at the time this law was written; enslaved people were 
not deemed to be people. Serfs, however, were legally people—though they had far fewer rights than 
free peasants (poor farmers of low social status). Serfs' movements were constrained, their property 
rights were limited, and they owed rents of all sorts to their landlords. 
 
Serfdom in Western Europe 
As Germanic peoples overtook the Western Roman Empire in the fifth century and beyond, many imperial 
institutions began to crumble. Competing powers and interests destroyed traditional trade routes 
between parts of the Roman Empire. Elites, whether through skill in combat or other political power, 
controlled the land and the people who lived on it. The Roman estate farms did not disappear, but the 
land changed hands and purposes. Landowners switched from growing grapes and olives for export to 
producing grain and animals for survival. 
 
Like the Roman coloni before them, medieval peasants or serfs could own property and marry, but there 
were restrictions on their rights. Under a rule known as merchet or formariage, a serf had to pay a fee in 
order to marry outside their lord's domain, as they were depriving him of a labor source by leaving. "If [a 
serf] died childless", writes historian Barbara Tuchman, "his house, tools, and any possessions reverted to 
the lord under the right of morte-main [from dead hands], on theory that they had only been lent to the 
serf for his labor in life." 
 
Although serfs could technically own property, what were some restrictions on this rule? 
Tenant farmers—that is, people who didn't own the land they worked—owed some kind of payment to 
their landlords. This could be a portion of the harvest, days of labor in the lord's own fields—called 
the demesne—or money. The amount and type of payment was not influenced by market forces; it 
was coercive, or forced. There was no standard rent in the Middle Ages, and tenant farmers had few ways 
to contest the rent demanded of them. The lord of the manor—who set the terms of the rent agreement—
was also usually the local legal authority. A moral economy—where cultural or political intervention limits 
market prices or freedom of contract—was enforced by the teachings of the church. This system ensured 
that the lord had the right to rule and that the poor farmers were entitled to his protection. Prices were 
established by a sense of what was just. There were, for example, biblical prohibitions against charging 
interest that were enforced during this period. When the shared values of the community were broken, 
the peasants rejected the system and revolted. As Will Durant writes in The Story of Civilization, "the 
community itself was therefore the chief source of law. The baron or king might give commands, but these 
were not laws; and if he exacted more than custom sanctioned he would be frustrated by universal 
resistance." 
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A map of a medieval manor, showing 
the demesne—the lord's lands—
common pastureland, and other 
elements of the medieval rural 
economy, including a mill, millpond, 
and common pastureland for grazing 
animals. Image credit: Wikipedia 
 
Lords of the manor were not always 
nobility. Many estates in England 
were monasteries, for example. In 
an accounting from a thirteenth-
century English abbey, a serf named 
Hugh Miller paid three kinds of rent: 
monetary, labor, and rent in the 
form of food. Each year, Miller paid 
three shillings and a penny—
approximately $266 today. He 
worked the abbot's land three days 
a week, except for one week at 
Christmas, one at Easter, and one at 
a summer festival. In addition to 
money and labor, Miller owed the 
abbot one bushel of wheat, 18 
sheaves of oats, three hens, and a 
rooster each year, with an 
additional five eggs owed for Easter. 
 

Why serfdom? 
Given all this, what benefit was there in serfdom? Why would a serf tolerate these practices? 
 
Without the peace guaranteed by Charlemagne's unified rule, the serfs needed a lord's protection. In the 
absence of a strong centralized government, the threat of violence lurked everywhere: from bandits and 
the armed bands of other warlords. In exchange for tending a lord's demesne, a serf could expect the 
lord's private army to protect them. The lords needed the serfs, too; labor shortages caused by war and 
disease limited the available workforce in Western Europe. This is part of why the terms of serfdom 
constrained a peasant's rights to resettle—it maintained a labor pool for the lordly class. While the terms 
of these agreements could vary widely, as they were derived from a variety of sources—"barbarian" codes 
of the Germanic kingdoms, Church law, and Roman property ordinances—some labor practices were 
relatively standard. 
 
The unfree farming that elite landlords oversaw sustained the military units that protected their estates, 
and the people who worked and lived on them. The wealth generated by these feudal estates powered 
the Crusades, and, following the Black Death and the Peasant Revolt, would begin to concentrate in the 
peasant class. This would lead to artisan specialization, the growth of cities, and a desire for goods from 
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far-off places. Those factors together would lead to the rise of guild economies, the Renaissance, and the 
colonial voyages of discovery. 
 

Source: Khan Academy 

Roles in the Feudal System 
King Lord Vassal Peasant Serf 
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The Crusades 
Toward the end of the 11th century, the Catholic Church began to authorize military expeditions, 
or Crusades, to expel Muslim “infidels” from the Holy Land. Crusaders, who wore red crosses on 
their coats to advertise their status, believed that their service would guarantee the remission of 
their sins and ensure that they could spend all eternity in Heaven. (They also received more 
worldly rewards, such as papal protection of their property and forgiveness of some kinds of loan 
payments.) 
 
The Crusades began in 1095, when Pope Urban summoned a Christian army to fight its way 
to Jerusalem, and continued on and off until the end of the 15th century. In 1099, Christian armies 
captured Jerusalem from Muslim control, and groups of pilgrims from across Western Europe 
started visiting the Holy Land. Many of them, however, were robbed and killed as they crossed 
through Muslim-controlled territories during their journey. 
 
Around 1118, a French knight named Hugues de Payens created a military order along with eight 
relatives and acquaintances that became the Knights Templar, and they won the eventual support 
of the pope and a reputation for being fearsome fighters. The Fall of Acre in 1291 marked the 
destruction of the last remaining Crusader refuge in the Holy Land, and Pope Clement V dissolved 
the Knights Templar in 1312. 
 
No one “won” the Crusades; in fact, many thousands of people from both sides lost their lives. 
They did make ordinary Catholics across Christendom feel like they had a common purpose, and 
they inspired waves of religious enthusiasm among people who might otherwise have felt 
alienated from the official Church. They also exposed Crusaders to Islamic literature, science and 
technology–exposure that would have a lasting effect on European intellectual life.  
 
The Middle Ages: Art and Architecture 
Another way to show devotion to the Church was to build grand cathedrals and other ecclesiastical 
structures such as monasteries. Cathedrals were the largest buildings in medieval Europe, and 
they could be found at the center of towns and cities across the continent. 
 
Between the 10th and 13th centuries, most European cathedrals were built in the Romanesque 
style. Romanesque cathedrals are solid and substantial: They have rounded masonry arches and 
barrel vaults supporting the roof, thick stone walls and few windows. (Examples of Romanesque 
architecture include the Porto Cathedral in Portugal and the Speyer Cathedral in present -day 
Germany.) 
 
Around 1200, church builders began to embrace a new architectural style, known as the Gothic. 
Gothic structures, such as the Abbey Church of Saint-Denis in France and the rebuilt Canterbury 
Cathedral in England, have huge stained-glass windows, pointed vaults and arches (a technology 
developed in the Islamic world), and spires and flying buttresses. In contrast  to heavy Romanesque 
buildings, Gothic architecture seems to be almost weightless. Medieval religious art took other 
forms as well. Frescoes and mosaics decorated church interiors, and artists painted devotional 
images of the Virgin Mary, Jesus and the saints. 
 
Also, before the invention of the printing press in the 15th century, even books were works of art. 
Craftsmen in monasteries (and later in universities) created illuminated manu scripts: handmade 
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sacred and secular books with colored illustrations, gold and silver lettering and other 
adornments. Convents were one of the few places women could receive a higher education, and 
nuns wrote, translated, and illuminated manuscripts as well. In the 12th century, urban 
booksellers began to market smaller illuminated manuscripts, like books of hours, psalters and 
other prayer books, to wealthy individuals.  
 

 
Chivalry and courtly love were celebrated in stories and songs spread by troubadours. Some of 
medieval literature’s most famous stories include “The Song of Roland” and “The Song of 
Hildebrand.”  
 
The Black Death 
Between 1347 and 1350, a mysterious disease known as the "  Black Death " (the bubonic plague) 
killed some 20 million people in Europe—30 percent of the continent’s population. It was 
especially deadly in cities, where it was impossible to prevent the transmission of the disease from 
one person to another. 
 
The plague started in Europe in October 1347, when 12 ships from the Black Sea docked at the 
Sicilian port of Messina. Most sailors aboard the ships were dead, and those who were alive were 
covered in black boils that oozed blood and pus. Symptoms of the Black Death included fever, 
chills, vomiting, diarrhea, terrible aches and pains – and then death. Victims could go to bed 
feeling healthy and be dead by morning. 
 
The plague killed cows, pigs, goats, chickens and even sheep, leading to a wool shortage in Europe. 
Understandably terrified about the mysterious disease, some people of the Middle Ages believed 
the plague was a divine punishment for sin. To obtain forgiveness, some people became 
“flagellants,” traveling Europe to put on public displays of penance that could include whipping 
and beating one another. Others turned on their neighbors, purging people they believed to be 
heretics. Thousands of Jews were murdered between 1348 and 1349, while others fled to less 
populated areas of Eastern Europe. 
 
Today, scientists know the plague was caused by a bacillus called  Yersina pestis, which travels 
through the air and can also be contracted through the bite of an infected flea or rat, both of 
which were common in the Middle Ages, especially on ships.   
 
The Middle Ages: Economics and Society 
In medieval Europe, rural life was governed by a system scholars call “feudalism.” In a feudal 
society, the king granted large pieces of land called fiefs to noblemen and bishops. Landless 
peasants known as serfs did most of the work on the fiefs: They planted and harvested crops and 
gave most of the produce to the landowner. In exchange for their labor, they were allowed to live 
on the land. They were also promised protection in case of enemy invasion.  
 

Did You Know?  
Juliana Morell, a 17th-century Spanish Dominican nun, is believed to be the first woman in the Western 
world to earn a university degree. 
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During the 11th century, however, feudal life began to change. Agricultural innovations such as 
the heavy plow and three-field crop rotation made farming more efficient and productive, so 
fewer farm workers were needed–but thanks to the expanded and improved food supply, the 
population grew. As a result, more and more people were drawn to towns and cities. Meanwhile, 
the Crusades had expanded trade routes to the East and given Europeans a taste for imported 
goods such as wine, olive oil and luxurious textiles. As the commercial economy developed, port 
cities in particular thrived. By 1300, there were some 15 cities in Europe with a population of more 
than 50,000. 
 
In these cities, a new era was born: the Renaissance. The Renaissance was a time of great 
intellectual and economic change, but it was not a complete “rebirth”: It had its roots in the world 
of the Middle Ages. 
 
Source: History.com 

 
Overview of The Magna Carta 

"The democratic aspiration is no mere recent phase in human history . . . It was written in Magna Carta." 
--Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1941 Inaugural address 
 

On June 15, 1215, in a field at Runnymede, King John attached his seal to Magna Carta. Confronted by 40 
rebellious nobles, he consented to their demands in order to avoid civil war. Just 10 weeks later, Pope 
Innocent III nullified the agreement, and England fell into internal war. Although the Magna Carta failed 
to resolve the conflict between King John and his nobles, it was reissued several times after his death.  
 
Enduring Principles of Liberty 
The Magna Carta was written by a group of 13th-century barons to protect their rights and property 
against a tyrannical king. It is concerned with many practical matters and specific grievances relevant to 
the feudal system under which they lived. The interests of the common man were not present in the minds 
of the men who made the agreement with the king, but there are two principles expressed in Magna Carta 
that resonate to this day: 
 

(1) "No freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, outlawed, banished, or in any way destroyed, nor will We 
proceed against or prosecute him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the 
land." 

(2) "To no one will We sell, to no one will We deny or delay, right or justice." 
 
Inspiration for Americans 
During the American Revolution, the Magna Carta served to inspire and justify action in liberty’s defense. 
The colonists believed they were entitled to the same rights as Englishmen, rights guaranteed in the 
Magna Carta. They embedded those rights into the laws of their states and later into the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights. 
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The Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, "no person shall . . . be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law” directly reflects the Magna Carta's principles. 
 

 
 

The Black Death, 1348 
 
 

 

Coming out of the East, the Black Death reached the shores of Italy in the spring of 1348 
unleashing a rampage of death across Europe unprecedented in recorded history. By the time 
the epidemic played itself out three years later, anywhere between 25% and 50% of Europe's 
population had fallen victim to the pestilence. 

The plague presented itself in three interrelated forms. The bubonic variant (the most 
common) derives its name from the swellings or buboes that appeared on a victim's neck, 
armpits or groin. These tumors could range in size from that of an egg to that of an apple. 
Although some survived the painful ordeal, the manifestation of these lesions usually signaled 
the victim had a life expectancy of up to a week. Infected fleas that attached themselves to rats 
and then to humans spread this bubonic type of the plague. A second variation - pneumatic 
plague - attacked the respiratory system and was spread by merely breathing the exhaled air 
of a victim. It was much more virulent than its bubonic cousin - life expectancy was measured 
in one or two days. Finally, the septicemic version of the disease attacked the blood system. 

 

Write It Out 
a. When and where was the Magna Carta written? 
b. Who was the Magna Carta written by? 
c. Who was the King and who was angry at the King? 
d. Who was the Pope and what role did the Pope play in the adoption of the Magna Carta? 
e. What was the Magna Carta meant to achieve? 
f. What is the legacy of the Magna Carta on the modern world? 
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Having no defense and no understanding of the cause of the pestilence, the men, women and 
children caught in its onslaught were bewildered, panicked, and finally devastated. 

The Italian writer Giovanni Boccaccio lived through the plague as it ravaged the city of Florence 
in 1348. The experience inspired him to write The Decameron, a story of seven men and three 
women who escape the disease by fleeing to a villa outside the city. In his introduction to the 
fictional portion of his book, Boccaccio gives a graphic description of the effects of the epidemic 
on his city. 

The Signs of Impending Death 
"The symptoms were not the same as in the East, where a gush of blood from the nose was the 
plain sign of inevitable death; but it began both in men and women with certain swellings in 
the groin or under the armpit. They grew to the size of a small apple or an egg, more or less, 
and were vulgarly called tumours. In a short space of time these tumours spread from the two 
parts named all over the body. Soon after this the symptoms changed and black or purple spots 
appeared on the arms or thighs or any other part of the body, sometimes a few large ones, 
sometimes many little ones. These spots were a certain sign of death, just as the original 
tumour had been and still remained. 

No doctor's advice, no medicine could overcome or alleviate this disease, An enormous number 
of ignorant men and women set up as doctors in addition to those who were trained. Either 
the disease was such that no treatment was possible or the doctors were so ignorant that they 
did not know what caused it, and consequently could not administer the proper remedy. In any 
case very few recovered; most people died within about three days of the appearance of the 
tumours described above, most of them without any fever or other symptoms. 

The violence of this disease was such that the sick communicated it to the healthy who came 
near them, just as a fire catches anything dry or oily near it. And it even went further. To speak 
to or go near the sick brought infection and a common death to the living; and moreover, to 
touch the clothes or anything else the sick had touched or worn gave the disease to the person 
touching. " 

Varying Reactions to Disaster 
"Such fear and fanciful notions took possession of the living that almost all of them adopted 
the same cruel policy, which was entirely to avoid the sick and everything belonging to them. 
By so doing, each one thought he would secure his own safety. 

Some thought that moderate living and the avoidance of all superfluity would preserve them 
from the epidemic. They formed small communities, living entirely separate from everybody 
else. They shut themselves up in houses where there were no sick, eating the finest food and 
drinking the best wine very temperately, avoiding all excess, allowing no news or discussion of 
death and sickness, and passing the time in music and suchlike pleasures. Others thought just 
the opposite. They thought the sure cure for the plague was to drink and be merry, to go about 
singing and amusing themselves, satisfying every appetite they could, laughing and jesting at 
what happened. They put their words into practice, spent day and night going from tavern to 
tavern, drinking immoderately, or went into other people's houses, doing only those things 
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which pleased them. This they could easily do because everyone felt doomed and had 
abandoned his property, so that most houses became common property and any stranger who 
went in made use of them as if he had owned them. And with all this bestial behaviour, they 
avoided the sick as much as possible. 

In this suffering and misery of our city, the authority of human and divine laws almost 
disappeared, for, like other men, the ministers and the executors of the laws were all dead or 
sick or shut up with their families, so that no duties were carried out. Every man was therefore 
able to do as he pleased. 

Many others adopted a course of life midway between the two just described. They did not 
restrict their victuals so much as the former, nor allow themselves to be drunken and dissolute 
like the latter, but satisfied their appetites moderately. They did not shut themselves up, but 
went about, carrying flowers or scented herbs or perfumes in their hands, in the belief that it 
was an excellent thing to comfort the brain with such odours; for the whole air was infected 
with the smell of dead bodies, of sick persons and medicines. 

Others again held a still more cruel opinion, which they thought would keep them safe. They 
said that the only medicine against the plague-stricken was to go right away from them. Men 
and women, convinced of this and caring about nothing but themselves, abandoned their own 
city, their own houses, their dwellings, their relatives, their property, and went abroad or at 
least to the country round Florence, as if God's wrath in punishing men's wickedness with this 
plague would not follow them but strike only those who remained within the walls of the city, 
or as if they thought nobody in the city would remain alive and that its last hour had come." 

The Breakdown of Social Order 
"One citizen avoided another, hardly any neighbour troubled about 
others, relatives never or hardly ever visited each other. Moreover, 
such terror was struck into the hearts of men and women by this 
calamity, that brother abandoned brother, and the uncle his nephew, 
and the sister her brother, and very often the wife her husband. What 
is even worse and nearly incredible is that fathers and mothers refused 
to see and tend their children, as if they had not been theirs. 

Thus, a multitude of sick men and women were left without any care, except from the charity 
of friends (but these were few), or the greed, of servants, though not many of these could be 
had even for high wages, Moreover, most of them were coarse-minded men and women, who 
did little more than bring the sick what they asked for or watch over them when they were 
dying. And very often these servants lost their lives and their earnings. Since the sick were thus 
abandoned by neighbours, relatives and friends, while servants were scarce, a habit sprang up 
which had never been heard of before. Beautiful and noble women, when they fell sick, did not 
scruple to take a young or old man-servant, whoever he might be, and with no sort of shame, 
expose every part of their bodies to these men as if they had been women, for they were 
compelled by the necessity of their sickness to do so. This, perhaps, was a cause of looser 
morals in those women who survived." 

 
"Brother 

abandoned 
brother" 
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Mass Burials 
"The plight of the lower and most of the middle classes was even more pitiful to behold. Most 
of them remained in their houses, either through poverty or in hopes of safety, and fell sick by 
thousands. Since they received no care and attention, almost all of them died. Many ended 
their lives in the streets both at night and during the day; and many others who died in their 
houses were only known to be dead because the neighbours smelled their decaying bodies. 
Dead bodies filled every corner. Most of them were treated in the same manner by the 
survivors, who were more concerned to get rid of their rotting bodies than moved by charity 
towards the dead. With the aid of porters, if they could get them, they carried the bodies out 
of the houses and laid them at the door; where every morning quantities of the dead might be 
seen. They then were laid on biers or, as these were often lacking, on tables. 

Such was the multitude of corpses brought to the churches every day and almost every hour 
that there was not enough consecrated ground to give them burial, especially since they 
wanted to bury each person in the family grave, according to the old custom. Although the 
cemeteries were full they were forced to dig huge trenches, where they buried the bodies by 
hundreds. Here they stowed them away like bales in the hold of a ship and covered them with 
a little earth, until the whole trench was full." 

 
Source: Eyewitness to History 
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How did people in the 14th century understand the Black Death? 
Document A: University of Paris Medical Report (Modified) 

The passage below is an excerpt from “The Report of the Paris Medical Faculty,” issued in October 1348. 
In the report, medical faculty at the University of Paris describe what they believed were the origins of 
the bubonic plague and provide advice on how to avoid contracting the plague.  
 
 
We, the Members of the College of Physicians of Paris, . . . intend to make known the causes of this 
plague.  
 
We declare as follows: It is known that in India, and the area of the Great Sea, the constellations which 
combated the rays of the sun . . . exerted their power especially against the sea, . . . and the waters of 
the ocean arose in the form of vapor. The waters were in some parts so corrupted that the fish died. This 
vapor spread itself through the air in many places on earth. . . . On all the islands and adjoining countries 
to which the corrupted sea-wind extends, . . . if the inhabitants of those parts do not take the following 
advice we announce to them inevitable death—except if the grace of Christ preserve their lives. 
 
Every one of you should protect himself from the air; wormwood and chamomile should be burnt in 
great quantity in the market places and in the houses. . . . Cold, moist, watery food is in general harmful. 
Going out at night, and even until three o’clock in the morning, is dangerous on account of the dew. . . . 
Fasting is injurious and so is anxiety of mind, anger, and immoderate drinking and bathing. . . . Everyone 
should remember this, but especially those who reside on the coast, or upon an island into which the 
poisonous wind has penetrated. 
 
 
Source: The Report of the Paris Medical Faculty, October 1348.  
 

 
Vocabulary 
 
exert: apply force 
wormwood: a fragrant plant 
immoderate: excessive 
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Document B: Ibn al-Wardi (Modified) 
 

The passage below is an excerpt from Ibn al-Wardi’s “An Essay on the Report of the Pestilence.” Ibn al-
Wardi was an Arab writer, philosopher, and historian who was alive in the Middle East during the plague. 
Here, he describes the effects of the plague on the city of Allepo in Syria. In 1349, al-Wardi died from the 
plague.  
 
 
The plague began in the land of darkness. China was not preserved from it. The plague infected the 
Indians in India, the Sind, the Persians, and the Crimea. The plague destroyed mankind in Cairo. It stilled 
all movement in Alexandria. 
 
Then, the plague turned to Upper Egypt. The plague attacked Gaza, trapped Sidon, and Beirut. Next, it 
directed its shooting arrows to Damascus. There the plague sat like a lion on a throne and swayed with 
power, killing daily one thousand or more and destroying the population. 
 
Oh God, it is acting by Your command. Lift this from us. It happens where You wish; keep the plague 
from us. 
 
The plague caused the people of Aleppo the same disturbance. Oh, if you could see the nobles of Aleppo 
studying their books of medicine. They follow its remedies by eating dried and sour foods. The buboes 
which disturb men’s lives are smeared with Armenian clay. Each man treated their health to make life 
more comfortable. They perfumed their homes with camphor, flowers, and sandal. They wore ruby 
rings and put onions, vinegar, and sardines together with the daily meal. 
 
We ask God’s forgiveness for our bad souls; the plague is surely part of His punishment. Some said: the 
air’s corruption kills. I said: the love of corruption kills.   
 
 
Source: Ibn al-Wardi, “An Essay on the Report of the Pestilence,” 1348. 

 
 

Vocabulary 
 
camphor: a fragrant wax 
sandal: a fragrant wood 
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How did people in the 14th Century understand the Black Death? 

 
     Sourcing and Contextualization 

 

                               Doc A: Paris Medical Faculty                         Doc B: Ibn al-Wardi  

 

1. Who wrote this 
document? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. When and where 
was this document 
written? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why was this 
document written? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you think 
people in 1348 
trusted and 
believed these 
authors?  
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     Close Reading and Corroboration 

                         Doc A: Paris Medical Faculty                        Doc B: Ibn al-Wardi 

 

5. Where did the 
plague originate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What or who caused 
the plague? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

7. Doc A: What should people have done to try to prevent 
or cure the plague? 

 

Doc B: How did people try to prevent 
or cure the plague? 

 

  

 

 Final Questions 

  1) How do these documents illustrate how people understood the “Black Death”? 

 

 2) List 2-3 questions you still have about the “Black Death” or how people understood it? 

 

 

 3) What types of documents might you examine to try and answer these questions?  

 

Adapted from Stanford History Education Group 
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The Crusades 
The Crusades were a series of religious wars between Christians and Muslims started primarily to 
secure control of holy sites considered sacred by both groups. In all, eight major Crusade 
expeditions occurred between 1096 and 1291. The bloody, violent and often ruthless conflicts 
propelled the status of European Christians, making them major players in the fight for land in the 
Middle East. 
 
What Were the Crusades? 
By the end of the 11th century, Western Europe had emerged as a significant power in its own 
right, though it still lagged behind other Mediterranean civilizations, such as that of the  Byzantine 
Empire (formerly the eastern half of the Roman Empire) and the Islamic Empire of the Middle East 
and North Africa. 
 
However, Byzantium had lost considerable territory to the invading Seljuk Turks. After years of 
chaos and civil war, the general Alexius Comnenus seized the Byzantine throne in 1081 and 
consolidated control over the remaining empire as Emperor Alexius I.  
 
In 1095, Alexius sent envoys to Pope Urban II asking for mercenary troops from the West to help 
confront the Turkish threat. Though relations between Christians in the East and West had long 
been fractious, Alexius’s request came at a time when the situation was  improving. 
 
In November 1095, at the Council of Clermont in southern France, the Pope called on Western 
Christians to take up arms to aid the Byzantines and recapture the Holy Land from Muslim control. 
This marked the beginning of the Crusades. 
 
Pope Urban’s plea was met with a tremendous response, both among the military elite as well as 
ordinary citizens. Those who joined the armed pilgrimage wore a cross as a symbol of the Church.  
The Crusades set the stage for several religious knightly military orders, including the  Knights 
Templar, the Teutonic Knights, and the Hospitallers. These groups defended the Holy Land and 
protected pilgrims traveling to and from the region. 
 

 
First Crusade (1096-99) 
Four armies of Crusaders were formed from troops of different Western European regions, led by 
Raymond of Saint-Gilles, Godfrey of Bouillon, Hugh of Vermandois and Bohemond of Taranto (with 
his nephew Tancred). These groups departed for Byzantium in August 1096.  
 
A less organized band of knights and commoners known as the “People’s Crusade” set off before 
the others under the command of a popular preacher known as Peter the Hermit.  

Did you know? 
In a popular movement known as the Children's Crusade (1212), a motley crew including children, 
adolescents, women, the elderly and the poor marched all the way from the Rhineland to Italy behind 
a young man named Nicholas, who said he had received divine instruction to march toward the Holy 
Land. 
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Ignoring Alexius’ advice to wait for the rest of the Crusaders, Peter’s army crossed the Bosporus 
in early August. In the first major clash between the Crusaders and Muslims, Turkish forces 
crushed the invading Europeans at Cibotus. 
 
Another group of Crusaders, led by the notorious Count Emicho, carried out a series of massacres 
of Jews in various towns in the Rhineland in 1096, drawing widespread outrage and causing a 
major crisis in Jewish-Christian relations. 
 
When the four main armies of Crusaders arrived in Constantinople, Alexius insisted that their 
leaders swear an oath of loyalty to him and recognize his authority over any land regained from 
the Turks, as well as any other territory they might conquer.  All but Bohemond resisted taking the 
oath. 
 
In May 1097, the Crusaders and their Byzantine allies attacked Nicea (now Iznik, Turkey), the Seljuk 
capital in Anatolia. The city surrendered in late June.  
 
The Fall of Jerusalem 
Despite deteriorating relations between the Crusaders and Byzantine leaders, the combined force 
continued its march through Anatolia, capturing the great Syrian city of Antioch in June 1098.  
 
After various internal struggles over control of Antioch, the Crusaders began their march 
toward Jerusalem, then occupied by Egyptian Fatimids (who as Shi’ite Muslims were enemies of 
the Sunni Seljuks). 
 
Encamping before Jerusalem in June 1099, the Christians forced the besieged cit y’s governor to 
surrender by mid-July. 
 
Despite Tancred’s promise of protection, the Crusaders slaughtered hundreds of men, women, 
and children in their victorious entrance into Jerusalem.  
 
Second Crusade (1147-49) 
Having achieved their goal in an unexpectedly short period of time after the First Crusade, many 
of the Crusaders departed for home. To govern the conquered territory, those who remained 
established four large western settlements, or Crusader states, in Jerusalem, Edessa, Antioch and 
Tripoli. 
 
Guarded by formidable castles, the Crusader states retained the upper hand in the region until 
around 1130, when Muslim forces began gaining ground in their own holy war (or jihad) against 
the Christians, whom they called “Franks.”  
 
In 1144, the Seljuk general Zangi, governor of Mosul, captured Edessa, leading to the loss of the 
northernmost Crusader state. 
 
News of Edessa’s fall stunned Europe and caused Christian authorities in the West to call for 
another Crusade. Led by two great rulers, King Louis VII of France and King Conrad III of Germany, 
the Second Crusade began in 1147. 
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That October, the Turks annihilated Conrad’s forces at Dorylaeum, the site of a great Christian 
victory during the First Crusade. 
 
After Louis and Conrad managed to assemble their armies at Jerusalem, they decided to attack 
the Syrian stronghold of Damascus with an army of some 50,000 (the largest Crusader force yet).  
Damascus’ ruler was forced to call on Nur  al-Din, Zangi’s successor in Mosul, for aid. The combined 
Muslim forces dealt a humiliating defeat to the Crusaders, decisively ending the Second Crusade.  
Nur al-Din added Damascus to his expanding empire in 1154.  
 
Third Crusade (1187-92) 
After numerous attempts by the Crusaders of Jerusalem to capture Egypt, Nur al -Din’s forces (led 
by the general Shirkuh and his nephew, Saladin) seized Cairo in 1169 and forced the Crusader army 
to evacuate. 
 
Upon Shirkuh’s subsequent death, Saladin assumed control and began a campaign of conquests 
that accelerated after Nur al-Din’s death in 1174. 
 
In 1187, Saladin began a major campaign against the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem. His troops 
virtually destroyed the Christian army at the battle of Hattin, taking back the important city along 
with a large amount of territory. 
 
Outrage over these defeats inspired the Third Crusade, led by rulers such as the aging Emperor 
Frederick Barbarossa (who was drowned at Anatolia before his entire army reached Syria), King 
Philip II of France, and King Richard I of England (known as Richard the Lionheart). 
 
In September 1191, Richard’s forces defeated those of Saladin in the battle of Arsuf, which would 
be the only true battle of the Third Crusade. 
 
From the recaptured city of Jaffa, Richard reestablished Christian control over some of the region 
and approached Jerusalem, though he refused to lay siege to the city.  
 
In September 1192, Richard and Saladin signed a peace treaty that reestablished the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem (though without the city of Jerusalem) and ended the Third Crusade.  
 
Fourth Crusade: The Fall of Constantinople 
Though Pope Innocent III called for a new Crusade in 1198, power struggles within and between 
Europe and Byzantium drove the Crusaders to divert their mission in order to topple the reigning 
Byzantine emperor, Alexius III, in favor of his nephew, who became Alexius IV in mid-1203. 
 
The new emperor’s attempts to submit the Byzantine church to Rome was met with stiff 
resistance, and Alexius IV was strangled after a palace coup in early 1204.  
 
In response, the Crusaders declared war on Constantinople, and the Fourth Crusade ended with 
the devastating Fall of Constantinople, marked by a bloody conquest, looting and near-destruction 
of the magnificent Byzantine capital later that year.  
 
 

 28



Final Crusades (1208-1271) 
Throughout the remainder of the 13th century, a variety of Crusades aimed not so much to topple 
Muslim forces in the Holy Land but to combat any and all of those seen as enemies of the Christian 
faith. 
 
The Albigensian Crusade (1208-29) aimed to root out the heretical Cathari or Albigensian sect 
of Christianity in France, while the Baltic Crusades (1211-25) sought to subdue pagans in 
Transylvania. 
 
A so-called Children’s Crusade took place in 1212 when thousands of young children vowed to 
march to Jerusalem. Although it was called the Children’s Crusade, most historians don’t regard it 
as an actual crusade, and many experts question whether the group was really comprised of 
children. The movement never reached the Holy Land.  
 
In the Fifth Crusade, put in motion by Pope Innocent III before his death in 1216, the Crusaders 
attacked Egypt from both land and sea but were forced to surrender to Muslim defenders led by 
Saladin’s nephew, Al-Malik al-Kamil, in 1221. 
 
In 1229, in what became known as the Sixth Crusade, Emperor Frederick II achieved the peaceful 
transfer of Jerusalem to Crusader control through negotiation with al -Kamil. The peace treaty 
expired a decade later, and Muslims easily regained control of Jerusalem.  
 
From 1248 to 1254, Louis IX of France organized a crusade against Egypt. This battle, known as 
the Seventh Crusade, was a failure for Louis.  
 
The Mamluks 
As the Crusaders struggled, a new dynasty, known as the Mamluks, descended from former slaves 
of the Islamic Empire, took power in Egypt. In 1260, Mamluk forces in Palestine managed to halt 
the advance of the Mongols, an invading force led by Genghis Khan and his descendants, which 
had emerged as a potential ally for the Christians in the region.  
 
Under the ruthless Sultan Baybars, the Mamluks demolished Antioch in 1268. In response, Louis 
organized the Eighth Crusade in 1270. The initial goal was to aid the remaining Crusader states in 
Syria, but the mission was redirected to Tunis, where Louis died.  
 
Edward I of England took on another expedition in 1271. This battle, which is often grouped with 
the Eighth Crusade but is sometimes referred to as the Ninth Crusade, accomplished very little 
and was considered the last significant crusade to the Holy Land.  
 
The Crusades End 
In 1291, one of the only remaining Crusader cities, Acre, fell to the Muslim Mamluks. Many 
historians believe this defeat marked the end of the Crusader States and the Crusades themselves.  
Though the Church organized minor Crusades with limited goals after 1291—mainly military 
campaigns aimed at pushing Muslims from conquered territory, or conquering pagan regions—
support for such efforts diminished in the 16th century, with the rise of the Reformation and the 
corresponding decline of papal authority. 
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Effects of the Crusades 
While the Crusades ultimately resulted in defeat for Europeans and a Muslim victory, many argue 
that they successfully extended the reach of Christianity and Western civilization. The Roman  
Catholic Church experienced an increase in wealth, and the power of the Pope was elevated after 
the Crusades ended. 
 
Trade and transportation also improved throughout Europe as a result of the Crusades. The wars 
created a constant demand for supplies and transportation, which resulted in ship-building and 
the manufacturing of various supplies. 
 
After the Crusades, there was a heightened interest in travel and learning throughout Europe, 
which some historians believe may have paved the way for the Renaissance. 
 
Among followers of Islam, however, the Crusaders were regarded as immoral, bloody and savage. 
The ruthless and widespread massacre of Muslims, Jews and other non-Christians resulted in bitter 
resentment that persisted for many years. Even today, some Muslims derisively refer to the West’s 
involvement in the Middle East as a “crusade.”  
 
There’s no question that the years of bloody conflict brought by the Crusades had an impact on 
Middle East and Western European nations for many years, and still influence political and cultural 
views and opinions held today. 
 
Source: History.com 
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The Impact of the Crusades 
Territorial expansion 
First, crusading played a major role in European territorial expansion. Crusading in northern and eastern 
Europe led to the expansion of kingdoms like Denmark and Sweden, as well as the creation of brand-new 
states, like Prussia. Traders and settlers, mostly German, profited from the crusades. In the Mediterranean 
Sea, crusading led to the colonization of many islands. Crusading led to the conquest of Spain and Portugal 
by the Muslim Empire, who controlled these nations until 1492, when the Spanish monarchs Ferdinand II 
and Isabella I drove the last Muslim settlers out of the peninsula. 
 
Impact in Europe (religious and secular) 
Second, the crusading movement impacted internal European development in a few important ways. The 
movement helped to militarize the medieval western Church. It also helped solidify the pope’s control 
over the Church and both reflected and influenced devotional trends. For example, while there was some 
dedication to St. George from the early Middle Ages, the intensity of that devotion soared in Europe after 
he reportedly intervened miraculously at the Battle of Antioch during the First Crusade. Government 
institutions also evolved to meet the needs of crusading, such as improving or creating infrastructure 
within Europe. 
 
Impact world-wide 
Third, the crusading movement has left an imprint on the world as a whole. For example, many of the 
national flags of Europe incorporate a cross. These trends also impacted the Islamic world. The divisions 
of the Crusades are reflected in the global divisions, alliances, and ideologies of today. Crusaders travelling 
to the Holy Land or Islamic areas brought about a diffusion between the two cultures as Christian beliefs 
were reemphasized in the east and ancient Greek and Roman knowledge was reintroduced into the west.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Write It Out 
1. How did the Crusades impact territories, borders and nations? 
2. How did the Crusades impact religious practice in both the West and the East? 
3. How might the geography of Europe and the Holy Land have impacted Crusaders? 
4. How did the Crusades impact the feudal system in Europe? 
5. Did the Crusade cause civilizations in Europe to regress or renew themselves? 
6. How is the impact of the Crusades still evident in the world today? 
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Economy in the Middle Ages: Trade Fairs 
  
Trade: The Crusaders returning from Palestine and other places brought back with them new luxuries, 
food and ideas. Many people wanted more of these items. But how to get them? Independent merchants 
and traders made the oftentimes dangerous journey to gather these items, But how could they find who 
wanted them? Thus was born the marketplace and later the trade fair. 
 
The Local Marketplace: In the villages, the people were looking for a way to buy or barter for some of 
these new luxury goods. So many towns and villages set up a marketplace. The marketplace was a spot 
where farmers could bring their extra food and animals and sell or trade them for other things. The market 
was usually held once a week. These local markets were very successful. The merchants handling the 
newer luxury items soon got into the act. 
 
The New Trade Fairs: A new kind of marketplace sprang up, a traveling market. In this new kind of market, 
traders and merchants with new and luxury goods set up to sell their wares for a short time. These 
traveling markets would move from town to town. They would set up and stay for a week or two, selling 
what they had, then move to the next town. 
 
Merchants had to pay to set up their space. They had to rent their space from the local noble. They also 
usually had to pay a tax to the king to actually become a merchant at the fair. Anyone who had excess 
goods to sell could set up at a trade fair, but everyone who set up had to pay the fees. As a merchant, you 
did not have to go to every town on the circuit. But enough merchants went to each town to make this 
new kind of marketplace a very big deal. 
 
This gave the nobles and the king a new type of income. So everybody got what they wanted. The king 
and nobles got money to buy luxury goods. The merchants got to sell all the new goods that they had, and 
the peasants and villagers got exposed to new goods, new ideas and different foods. In addition, during 
the trade fairs, there were many performers. Magicians, jugglers, musicians all appeared at the fairs and 
performed, while people threw them money, like street performers today. 
 
Source: Medieval Europe 
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The Renaissance 
You will examine the ideas that brought about the Renaissance and how those ideas spread 
throughout Europe and changed society forever.  

 
The Renaissance was a fervent period of European cultural, artistic, political and economic 
“rebirth” following the Middle Ages. Generally described as taking place from the 14th century to 
the 17th century, the Renaissance promoted the rediscovery of classical philosophy, literature and 
art. Some of the greatest thinkers, authors, statesmen, scientists and artists in human history 
thrived during this era, while global exploration opened up new lands and cultures to European 
commerce. The Renaissance is credited with bridging the gap between the Middle Ages and 
modern-day civilization. 
 
From Darkness to Light: The Renaissance Begins 
During the Middle Ages, a period that took place between the fall of ancient Rome in 476 A.D. and 
the beginning of the 14th century, Europeans made few advances in science and art.  
 
Also known as the “Dark Ages,” the era is often branded as a time of war, ignorance, famine and 
pandemics such as the Black Death. 
 
Some historians, however, believe that such grim depictions of the Middle Ages were greatly 
exaggerated, though many agree that there was relatively little regard for ancient Greek and 
Roman philosophies and learning at the time. 
 
 
 
Humanism 
During the 14th century, a cultural movement called humanism began to gain momentum in Italy. 
Among its many principles, humanism promoted the idea that man was the center of his own 
universe, and people should embrace human achievements in education, classical arts, literature 
and science. 
 
In 1450, the invention of the Gutenberg printing press allowed for improved communication 
throughout Europe and for ideas to spread more quickly.  
 
As a result of this advance in communication, little-known texts from early humanist authors such 
as those by Francesco Petrarch and Giovanni Boccaccio, which promoted the renewal of 
traditional Greek and Roman culture and values, were printed and distributed to the masses.  
Additionally, many scholars believe advances in international finance and trade impacted culture 
in Europe and set the stage for the Renaissance.  
 
Medici Family 
The Renaissance started in Florence, Italy, a place with a rich cultural history where wealthy 
citizens could afford to support budding artists.  
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Members of the powerful Medici family, which ruled Florence for more than 60 years, were 
famous backers of the movement. 
 
Great Italian writers, artists, politicians and others declared that they were participating in an 
intellectual and artistic revolution that would be much different from what they experienced 
during the Dark Ages. 
 
The movement first expanded to other Italian city-states, such as Venice, Milan, Bologna, Ferrara 
and Rome. Then, during the 15th century, Renaissance ideas spread from Italy to France and then 
throughout western and northern Europe. 
 
Although other European countries experienced their Renaissance later than Italy, the  impacts 
were still revolutionary. 
 
Renaissance Geniuses 
Some of the most famous and groundbreaking Renaissance intellectuals, artists, scientists and 
writers include the likes of: 
 Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519): Italian painter, architect, inventor, and “Renaissance man” 

responsible for painting “The Mona Lisa” and “The Last Supper.  
 Desiderius Erasmus (1466–1536): Scholar from Holland who defined the humanist movement 

in Northern Europe. Translator of the New Testament into Greek.   
 Rene Descartes (1596–1650): French philosopher and mathematician regarded as the father of 

modern philosophy. Famous for stating, “I think; therefore I am.”  
 Galieo (1564-1642): Italian astronomer, physicist and engineer whose pioneering work with 

telescopes enabled him to describes the moons of Jupiter and rings of Saturn. Placed under 
house arrest for his views of a heliocentric universe.  

 Nicolaus Copernicus (1473–1543): Mathematician and astronomer who made first modern 
scientific argument for the concept of a heliocentric solar system.  

 Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679): English philosopher and author of “Leviathan.”  
 Geoffrey Chaucer (1343–1400): English poet and author of “The Canterbury Tales.”  
 Giotto (1266-1337): Italian painter and architect whose more realistic depictions of human 

emotions influenced generations of artists. Best known for his frescoes in the Scrovegni Chapel 
in Padua. 

 Dante (1265–1321): Italian philosopher, poet, writer and political thinker who authored “The 
Divine Comedy.” 

 Niccolo Machiavelli (1469–1527): Italian diplomat and philosopher famous for writing “The 
Prince” and “The Discourses on Livy.”  

 Titian (1488–1576): Italian painter celebrated for his portraits of Pope Paul III and Charles I 
and his later religious and mythical paintings like “Venus and Adonis” and "Metamorphoses ." 

 William Tyndale (1494–1536): English biblical translator, humanist and scholar burned at the 
stake for translating the Bible into English. 

 William Byrd (1539/40–1623): English composer known for his development of the English 
madrigal and his religious organ music. 

 John Milton (1608–1674): English poet and historian who wrote the epic poem “Paradise Lost.”  
 William Shakespeare (1564–1616): England’s “national poet” and the most famous playwright 

of all time, celebrated for his sonnets and plays like “Romeo and Juliet.”  

 34



 Donatello (1386–1466): Italian sculptor celebrated for lifelike sculptures like “David,” 
commissioned by the Medici family. 

 Sandro Botticelli (1445–1510): Italian painter of “Birth of Venus.”  
 Raphael (1483–1520): Italian painter who learned from da Vinci and Michelangelo. Best known 

for his paintings of the Madonna and “The School of Athens.” 
 Michelangelo (1483–1520): Italian sculptor, painter, and architect who carved “David” and 

painted The Sistine Chapel in Rome. 
 
Renaissance Art, Architecture and Science 
Art, architecture and science were closely linked during the Renaissance. In fact, it was a unique 
time when these fields of study fused together seamlessly.  
 
For instance, artists like da Vinci incorporated scientific principles, such as anatomy into their 
work, so they could recreate the human body with extraordinary precision.  
 
Architects such as Filippo Brunelleschi studied mathematics to accurately engineer and design 
immense buildings with expansive domes. 
 
Scientific discoveries led to major shifts in thinking: Galileo and Descartes presented a new view 
of astrology and mathematics, while Copernicus proposed that the Sun, not the Earth, was the 
center of the solar system. 
 
Renaissance art was characterized by realism and naturalism. Artists strived to depict people and 
objects in a true-to-life way. 
 
They used techniques, such as perspective, shadows and light to add depth to their work. Emotion 
was another quality that artists tried to infuse into their pieces. 
 
 
Some of the most famous artistic works that were produced during the Renaissance include:  
 The Mona Lisa (Da Vinci) 
 The Last Supper (Da Vinci) 
 Statue of David (Michelangelo) 
 The Birth of Venus (Botticelli) 
 The Creation of Adam (Michelangelo) 
 
Renaissance Exploration 
While many artists and thinkers used their talents to express new ideas, some Europeans took to 
the seas to learn more about the world around them. In a period known as the Age of Discovery, 
several important explorations were made. 
 
Voyagers launched expeditions to travel the entire globe. They discovered new shipping routes to 
the Americas, India and the Far East, and explorers trekked across areas that weren’t fully mapped.  
Famous journeys were taken by Ferdinand Magellan, Christopher Columbus, Amerigo 
Vespucci (after whom America is named), Marco Polo, Ponce de Leon, Vasco Núñez de 
Balboa, Hernando De Soto and other explorers. 
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Renaissance Religion 
Humanism encouraged Europeans to question the role of the Roman Catholic church during the 
Renaissance. 
 
As more people learned how to read, write and interpret ideas, they began to closely examine and 
critique religion as they knew it. Also, the printing press allowed for texts, including the Bible,  to 
be easily reproduced and widely read by the people, themselves, for the first time.  
 
In the 16th century, Martin Luther, a German monk, led the Protestant Reformation – a 
revolutionary movement that caused a split in the Catholic church. Luther questioned many of the 
practices of the church and whether they aligned with the teachings of the Bible.  
 
As a result, a new form of Christianity, known as Protestantism, was created. 
 
End of the Renaissance 
Scholars believe the demise of the Renaissance was the result of several compounding factors.  
By the end of the 15th century, numerous wars had plagued the Italian peninsula. Spanish, French 
and German invaders battling for Italian territories caused disruption and instability in the region.  
Also, changing trade routes led to a period of economic decline and limited the amount of money 
that wealthy contributors could spend on the arts.  
 
Later, in a movement known as the Counter-Reformation, the Catholic church censored artists and 
writers in response to the Protestant Reformation. Many Renaissance thinkers feared being too 
bold, which stifled creativity. 
 
Furthermore, in 1545, the Council of Trent established the Roman Inquisition, which made 
humanism and any views that challenged the Catholic church an act of heresy punishable by death. 
By the early 17th century, the Renaissance movement had died out, giving way to the Age 
of Enlightenment. 
 
Debate Over the Renaissance 
While many scholars view the Renaissance as a unique and exciting time in European history, 
others argue that the period wasn’t much different from the Middle Ages and that both eras 
overlapped more than traditional accounts suggest.  
 
Also, some modern historians believe that the Middle Ages had a cultural identity that’s been 
downplayed throughout history and overshadowed by the Renaissance era.  
 
While the exact timing and overall impact of the Renaissance is sometimes debated, there’s little 
dispute that the events of the period ultimately led to advances that changed the way people 
understood and interpreted the world around them. 
 
Source: History.com 
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Engraving of publisher and printer Johannes Gutenberg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© iStock / © Grafissimo. 

 
 
 
 

“Treasures in Full: The Gutenberg Press”  
Gutenberg’s invention made it possible to mass-produce books. He himself did not make money out of it, 
but his method had great commercial potential and it became the basis of the success of many later 
printers and publishers. Technology is not enough for success however. A publisher needs to choose the 
right texts for his market. This was much more important for a printer than for the men and women who 
made a living from producing manuscripts. A printer had to sell many copies of the same work at the same 
time, and he had to sell them fast to recover his investment. 
 
Books did not become cheap immediately after the appearance of Gutenberg’s printed works, but prices 
soon began to fall. By 1500 access to books had changed profoundly. This meant more access to 
information, more informed discussion and more widespread criticism of thought.  
© The British Library Board. http://www.bl.uk/treasures/gutenberg/gutenbergstexts.html. 
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“Treasures in Full: The Gutenberg Bible” 
Gutenberg’s first and only large-scale printing enterprise was the Bible in Latin. This is not an obvious 
choice of text, for the Bible was not very central to the daily life of the Church in the 15th century. Parts 
of the Bible would have been used in church every day, but not in the order in which they appear in the 
Bible. The texts of the Bible were reorganized in order to deliver a clear message to the mostly uneducated 
population attending mass. Missals containing these reorganized messages were different from region to 
region, however.  
 
Perhaps Gutenberg realized that, in order for a large-scale printing project to be commercially successful, 
he had to aim at an international market. The Bible might sell fewer copies in each region, but it had the 
potential to sell all over Western Europe. Gutenberg and his team also knew that they needed to market 
their new invention. In 1454 they showed their product to an international audience in Frankfurt, perhaps 
even before the project was completed. They must have been aware that a successful launch would be 
much easier if they began with a high-profile book of importance, and he wagered correctly. 
© The British Library Board. http://www.bl.uk/treasures/gutenberg/bible.html. 

  
  

Excerpt from The Printing Press: Transforming Power of Technology 
 [Latin’s] connection to the glorious days of the Roman Empire and its use in the classics written by such 
men as Cicero, Pliny, and Galen made it natural for elite Europeans to thrill to the Latin tongue, and for 
the first books to be printed in that language. All together, some 252 towns and cities recorded having a 
printing press by 1501. Three-quarters of the books they printed were in Latin; but as prices fell and books 
became affordable for the lower classes, Europeans began to want, even to demand, books printed in 
their own languages. This was the beginning of printing in the vernacular, or “native” language of an area, 
either French, English, Spanish, German, etc. 
  
Copyright © 2003. Chelsea House. 
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Split-Page Notes – The Printing Press 
 

What was first printed?  

In what ways did the printing press 
preserve the past? 

 

How did the printing press stimulate 
interest in exploration? 

 

To what extent did the printing press 
facilitate change? 
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Excerpt from “Gutenberg and the Printing Revolution in Europe”   
 

During the Middle Ages in Europe, most people lived in small, isolated villages. If people traveled at all, 
they typically ventured only a few miles from where they were born. For most people, the only source of 
both religious and worldly information was the village Catholic priest in the pulpit. News passed from one 
person to another, often in the form of rumor. Written documents were rare and often doubted by the 
common people as forgeries. What counted in important matters was oral testimony based on oaths taken 
in the name of God to tell the truth. 
 
Almost no one could read or write the language they spoke. Those few who were literate usually went on 
to master Latin. Books, all hand-copied, were rare, expensive, and almost always in Latin. They were so 
valuable that universities chained them to reading tables. Most people passed their lifetime without ever 
gazing at a book, a calendar, a map, or written work of any sort. Memory and memorization ruled daily 
life and learning. Poets, actors, and storytellers relied on rhyming lines to remember vast amounts of 
material. Craftsmen memorized the secrets of their trades to pass on orally to apprentices. Merchants 
kept their accounts in their heads.  
 
Scribes, often monks living in monasteries, each labored for up to a year to copy a single book. Specialists 
or the scribes themselves “illuminated” (painted) large capital letters and the margins of many books with 
colorful designs and even miniature scenes. These books were beautiful works of art. But they took a long 
time to make and were very costly. 
 
Less than 50 years after Gutenberg printed the Bible, over 1,000 print shops had sprung up in more than 
200 European cities and towns. They turned out more than 10 million copies of books in Latin and other 
European languages. Books became cheaper in price and available to anyone who could read them. Books 
were no longer chained in libraries. The spread of knowledge, both factual and not, exploded throughout 
Europe. Books began to appear for the first time with the author’s name on a title page. This made writers 
responsible for the content of their books, thus improving their accuracy. It also gave rise to the first 
copyright laws, protecting authors from having others publish their works without permission. 
 
By the 1400s, the Renaissance had already begun in Italy, and this cultural revival was spreading to other 
parts of Europe. Scholars wanted more copies of the writings of Aristotle, St. Augustine, Cicero, and other 
ancient authors recently rediscovered through contact with the Muslim world in the Crusades. The scribes, 
however, could not work fast enough to meet the demand. Printing presses provided the books in demand 
more quickly. Works were translated into Latin from Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, and other classic languages. 
These books dealt with many subjects such as literature, the law, philosophy, architecture, and geography. 
By 1500, Renaissance Venice was Europe’s printing capital with 150 presses at work. 
 
From the “Communication of Ideas” issue, Bill of Rights in Action 24, no. 4 (Winter 2009). © Constitutional Rights Foundation. http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-
rights-in-action/bria-24-3-b-gutenberg-and-the-printing-revolution-in-europe. 
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Map of the Spread of Printing 

 
From Mortimer Chambers et al. The Western Experience. Vol. I, To the Eighteenth Century. 6th ed. Copyright © 1995. McGraw-Hill.  

Write It Out 
1. Where did people gain knowledge from before the printing press? 
2. Why did people in the lower levels of society have such difficulties accessing knowledge? 
3. How did the unbalanced availability of knowledge create large class differences in society? 
4. How did the printing press help to renew the availability of ancient knowledge to European 

populations? 
5. Before the printing press, the center for learning in Europe was Paris, France. By the 

beginning of the Renaissance the printing press had relocated that center to what city and 
nation? 
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Excerpt from a Letter from Columbus to the Spanish royals 
 

NOTE:  1492 CE was an important year in the history of Spain. It was in 1492 CE that the monarchs of 
Spain, King Ferdinand II and Queen Isabella I successfully drove the last of the Muslim invaders out of 
Spain and Portugal. In that same year Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain to find an all-water route 
to Asia. More than two months after setting sail, Columbus landed on an island in the Bahamas that he 
called San Salvador; the natives called it Guanahani. When Columbus arrived back in Spain in 1493 CE, he 
immediately wrote a letter announcing his discoveries to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, who had 
helped finance his trip. The letter was written in Spanish and sent to Rome, where it was printed in Latin. 
An excerpt from Columbus’ letter follows. 
 
__________ 
I have determined to write you this letter to inform you of everything that has been done and discovered 
in this voyage of mine. 
 
On the thirty-third day ... I came into the Indian Sea, where I discovered many islands inhabited by 
numerous people. I took possession of all of them for our most fortunate King by making public 
proclamation and unfurling his standard [flag], no one making any resistance. The island called Juana 
[Cuba], as well as the others in its neighborhood, is exceedingly fertile. It has numerous harbors on all sides, 
very safe and wide, above comparison with any I have ever seen. Through it flow many very broad and 
health-giving rivers; and there are in it numerous very lofty mountains. All these islands are very beautiful, 
and of quite different shapes; easy to be traversed, and full of the greatest variety of trees… 
 
In the island, which...was called Hispana [Haiti], there are very lofty and beautiful mountains, great farms, 
groves and fields, most fertile both for cultivation and for pasturage, and well adapted for constructing 
buildings. The convenience of the harbors in this island, and the excellence of the rivers...surpass human 
belief...In it the trees, pasture-lands and fruits different much from those of Juana [Cuba]. Besides, this 
Hispana abounds in various kinds of species, gold and metals. The inhabitants … are all...unprovided with 
any sort of iron, and they are destitute of arms, which are entirely unknown to them, and for which they 
are not adapted; not on account of any bodily deformity, for they are well made, but because they are 
timid and full of terror.…and very liberal of all they have. No one refuses the asker anything that he 
possesses; on the contrary they themselves invite us to ask for it. They manifest the greatest affection 
towards all of us, exchanging valuable things for trifles, content with the very least thing or nothing at 
all.…I gave them many beautiful and pleasing things, which I had brought with me, for no return whatever, 
in order to win their affection, and that they might become Christians and inclined to love our King and 
Queen and Princes and all the people of Spain; and that they might be eager to search for and gather and 
give to us what they abound in and we greatly need. 
 
© Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/exploration/resources/columbus-reports-his-first-voyage-
1493. 
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Map of diffusion of Columbus’ Letter 
 

 
 

Christopher Columbus's 1493 announcement of the success of his voyage westward across the Atlantic 
Ocean quickly became one of the earliest ‘best sellers’ of European publishing. No less than eleven 
editions were published in the year 1493! They were issued across western Europe, in Spain, Italy, France, 
Switzerland, and the Netherlands. Six more editions were published in 1494–97. They are however all 
quite rare today; several of the editions survive in only a single copy; in total there are no more than 80 
copies of all the editions. 

Smith Center for Cartographic Education, University of Southern Maine. http://www.oshermaps.org/special-map-exhibits/columbus-letter/iv-diffusion-
columbuss-letter-through-europe-1493-1497. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License 
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