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3rd-5th GRADE DAILY ROUTINE 

TTiimmee AAccttiivviittyy 
EExxaammpplleess 

33--55 
8:00a Wake-Up and 

Prepare for the Day 
 

          

• Get dressed, brush teeth, eat breakfast 
 

                         

9:00a Morning Exercise 
 
 

 

• Exercises 
o Walking 
o Jumping Jacks 
o Push-Ups 
o Sit-Ups 
o Running in place 
o High Knees 
o Kick Backs 
o Sports 

 
NNOOTTEE:: Always stretch before and after physical activity 

10:00a Academic Time: 
Reading Skills 

 

• Online: 
o iReady 

• Packet 
o Reading (one lesson a day) 

11:00a Play Time Outside (if weather permits) 
12:00p Lunch and Break 

 

• Eat lunch and take a break 
• Video game or TV time 
• Rest 

2:00p Academic Time: 
Math Skills 

 

• Online: 
o iReady Math 
o Zearn Math 

• Packet 
o Math (one lesson a day) 

3:00p Academic 
Learning/Creative 
Time 

 

• Puzzles 
• Flash Cards 
• Board Games 
• Crafts 
• Bake or Cook (with adult) 

4:00p Academic Time: 
Reading for Fun 

 

• Independent reading 
o Talk with others about the book 

5:00p Academic Time: 
Science and Social 
Studies 

      

• Online 
o Study Island (Science and Social Studies) 



 
Para familias que necesitan apoyo académico, por 
favor llamar al 504-349-8999 
 
De lunes a jueves • 8:00 am – 8: 00 pm 
        Viernes • 8:00 am – 4: 00 pm 
 
Disponible para familias que tienen preguntas ya sea 
sobre los recursos de aprendizaje en línea o los 
paquetes de aprendizaje impresos. 
 
 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00a Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete, cepíllate los dientes, desayuna 

 
9:00a Ejercicio Mañanero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Siempre hay que estirarse antes y después de cualquier 
actividad física. 

• Ejercicios 
o Caminar 
o Saltos de tijeras 
o Lagartijas 
o Abdominales 
o Correr en el mismo lugar 
o Rodillas altas 
o Patadas hacia atrás 
o Deportes 

 
10:00a Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Lectura 
• En Línea: 

o iReady  
• Paquete: 

o Leer(una lección al día) 
11:00a Tiempo para jugar Afuera(si el clima lo permite) 
12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Almorzar y tomar un descanso 

• Este es tiempo para jugar videos y 
ver televisión 

• Descansar 
2:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Matemáticas   
• En Línea: 

o iReady Matemática 
o Zearn Matemática  

• Paquete 
o Matemática (una lección al 

día) 
3:00p Aprendizaje Académico/Tiempo Creativo • Rompecabezas 

• Tarjetas Flash 
• Juegos de Mesa 
• Artesanías 
• Hornear o Cocinar( con un adulto) 

4:00p Tiempo Académico: 
Leyendo por Diversión 

• Lectura Independiente  
o Habla con otros acerca de 

lo que leíste 
5:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Ciencias y Estudios Sociales  
• En Línea 

o Estudiar las Islas(Ciencia y 
Estudios Sociales) 
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Using Context Clues
Lesson 15

 You can use context clues to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar 
word. The chart below gives examples of different types of context clues.

Type of Clue Example

Definition Superfoods, or natural foods that may prevent disease, have become popular.

Cause/Effect
Some superfoods, such as blueberries and red beans, contain antioxidants. 
These can help remove harmful substances from the human body.

Comparison
Some experts look dubiously on claims about superfoods, but other experts 
believe strongly that these foods can improve health. 

Context clues can also help you figure out words with more than one meaning. For example, the 
table below has two sentences with the word source. What does source mean in each sentence? 
You can use the underlined context clues to figure out which meaning of source is being used.

Sentence Context Clues Definition

Choosing high-sugar drinks can be a 
source of health problems. 

A problem has a cause. Therefore, 
the source of a problem is its cause. 

the cause of 
something

The website MyPlate.gov is a source 
for facts about food choices.

A website can have information 
such as facts. Therefore, a source is 
something that gives information. 

something that 
gives information

The sentences before and after the sentence with an unfamiliar word can also hold context clues.

Introduction

 Some fads are fleeting, but more than a few people feel that 

superfoods are here to stay. The idea of superfoods isn’t new, but the 

amount of empirical information we have about them is. Scientific 

observations and tests offer some evidence that certain foods can 

help people stay healthy. Nobody claims that these foods are 

a panacea—nothing can guarantee perfect health or cure every 

disease—but they can be part of a sensible diet.

   Determine the meanings of fleeting, empirical, and panacea. Then 
underline the words or phrases that helped you determine their 
meaning.

Guided Practice

HINT The phrases 
as a result of, because 
of, and thanks to all 
signal cause-and-
effect relationships. 
Words such as but, 
too, also, and as well 
as all indicate 
comparisons. 

Section 2 Activities

 1
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Independent Practice

For numbers 1 and 2, read the paragraph. 
Then answer the questions.

For centuries, people in coastal areas of China 
and Japan have harvested a superfood found 
in marine environments. Recent studies show 
that eating seaweed protects against infection. 
It also might reduce the risk of serious diseases 
and extend peoples’ life spans. If true, these 
would be important benefits.

1  What does the word marine mean in 
this paragraph?

A very nutritious

B dark blue in color

C having to do with the ocean

D member of the armed forces

2  Which two words from the paragraph help 
you understand the meaning of marine?

A “China” and “Japan”

B “coastal” and “seaweed” 

C “centuries” and “people”

D “superfood” and “studies”

For numbers 3 and 4, read the paragraph. 
Then answer the questions.

Closer to home, you can find superfoods 
right in your garden or local store. Think 
“crisp and crunchy.” Cabbage, broccoli, 
cauliflower, and kale detoxify harmful 
substances. As a result, they may help to 
prevent some forms of cancer. These veggies 
also are low in calories and have lots of 
vitamins A, C, and K.

3  What does the word detoxify mean in 
this paragraph?

A to move in a wide circle

B to chew food slowly

C to make a difficult decision 

D to remove bad effects 

4  Which two words from the paragraph 
help you understand the meaning of 
detoxify?

A “crisp” and “crunchy”

B “prevent” and “cancer” 

C “veggies” and “substances”

D “calories” and “vitamins”

 2
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Learning Target

Introduction

Lesson 11
Unfamiliar Words

Read When you read, you probably come across words you do not 
know. Some of these unfamiliar words may be academic vocabulary, or 
general words that are found in a variety of subjects you study in school. 
Other words may be found only in a particular subject area, such as 
science, social studies, or economics. A subject area can have many 
topics. For example, money is one topic in the subject area of economics.

Read the poster below. Underline any words you might not know.

Figuring out the meanings of unfamiliar words 
will help you better understand the texts you 
read and discuss in school. 

The Westfield Animal Shelter Needs Your Help!
We have outgrown our space 
here. Can you help us build a 
new shelter to protect our pets? 

Please make a donation to the 
Westfield Animal Shelter today. 
Even a small amount of money 
will help. Once we raise $10,000, 
we’ll be able to begin 
construction.

We at the shelter will be grateful 
for your generosity in giving. 
The animals will thank you for 
your kindness. Remember that 
each act of benevolence counts!

 3
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189

Lesson 11Theme:  Money

Academic Talk 
Use this word and these phrases to talk about the text. 

Talk Share your chart with a partner.

• Did you come up with similar meanings?

• Did you find the same clues to the words’ meanings?

• Are there any school subjects for which figuring out words is 
especially important? If so, which subjects? 

Think Use the chart below to help determine the meanings of 
unfamiliar words. The word’s context has been provided for you. 
In the “Possible Meaning” column, write what you think the word 
means. Then go back to the text, find context clues that tell you 
about the word’s meaning, and write them in the “Clues” column.

Shelter
“. . . build a new 
shelter to protect 
our pets?”

“Please make a 
donation . . .”

“. . . each act of 
benevolence 
counts!”

Donation

Benevolence

Unknown Word Context Possible Meaning Clues

• academic vocabulary

• topic

• subject area

• context clues

 4
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Genre: History Article

Are there any unfamiliar 
words or phrases in this 
article? When you reread, 
underline context clues 
that can help you figure 
out what they mean.

Close Reader Habits

Here, Pyggy Pyggy
by Gail Hutter

1  The first time you heard about or saw a piggy bank, you 
might have wondered: Why a pig? Why not some other 
animal? Wouldn’t a bear or a wolf be a more appropriate 
guard of a person’s money? To understand how the pig 
became the animal of choice for a small, personal bank, we 
need to peer into the past—all the way back to England in the 
Middle Ages.

2  During the Middle Ages, people in England used dishes, 
pots, and bowls made of clay. Clay was an ideal substance for 
such objects because it was cheaper than metal and easier to 
shape than wood. One type of orange-colored clay was particularly 
inexpensive and easy to mold into shapes. The name of this clay was “pygg.” 

3  So pygg was used to make common household objects—but what’s the 
connection between pygg and piggy banks? Hundreds of years ago, banks 
did not exist as they do today, but people still needed to keep their coins in a 
place from which they could be easily removed. So, they put them into pygg 
jars, which later became known as “pygg banks.” In the 1800s, some inventive 
potters began making pygg banks in the form of a pig with a slot in the back. 
Not only were these “piggy banks” more pleasing to look at than regular 
jars, potters could charge more money for them. Thus the piggy bank 
was born.

4  For centuries, most piggy banks were made of clay and could be 
opened only by shattering them. Today’s piggy banks are made from 
clay, metal, glass, or plastic, and most contemporary piggy banks 
have a hole in the bottom for taking out money easily. Most people 
agree that the hole in the bottom was a good addition to the piggy 
bank. Otherwise, every time you retrieved your money, you’d have to 
spend some of it on a new piggy bank.

Read

 5
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What context clues can help you understand unfamiliar 
words and phrases in the text?

Think

1  Complete the chart below by telling the context of each unfamiliar word or 
phrase, its possible meaning, and the clues that led you to that definition.

Talk 

2  Use context clues to determine why clay was an “ideal substance” 
for making certain objects. 

Write 

3  Short Response Define the phrase ideal substance. Support your 
definition with context clues from the passage. Use the space provided 
on page 194 to write your answer.

HINT First, define 
ideal substance. Then 
explain how clay fit 
that definition.

Explore

Look for context clues 
in the same sentence 
or nearby sentences.

Peer into the past 
(paragraph 1)

Inventive potters 
(paragraph 3)

Contemporary 
(paragraph 4)

Retrieved 
(paragraph 4)

Unfamiliar Word 
or Phrase Context Possible Meaning Clues

 6
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194

Don’t forget to check 
your writing.

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 191.

3  Short Response Define the phrase ideal substance. Support  
your definition with context clues from the passage.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT First, define 
ideal substance. Then 
explain how clay fit 
that definition.

Here, Pyggy Pyggy

 7
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Read Genre: History Article

From Furs to Five-Dollar Bills

How can you determine 
the meaning of minted in 
paragraph 4 ? Reread the 
text. Underline the 
sentence that gives a 
context clue. 

Close Reader Habits

This is one of the earliest 
American silver dollars 
ever minted.

In China, knife 
money was 
used from 600 
to 200 B.C.E.

by Jason Liu

1  Imagine paying for new sneakers with a handful of shells. In ancient 
times, people around the world paid for goods with commodity money. 
A commodity is a product or raw material offered as payment for another 
thing. Cows, sheep, or other kinds of animals were bartered for what a person 
wanted. Furs, beads, grain, giant stones, or salt were also exchanged.

2   Gradually, ancient peoples stopped using cattle and crops as money. 
Around 1000 b.c.e., the Chinese began to exchange metal tools for what they 
needed. They also used copper and bronze coins. By 700 b.c.e., the first silver 
and gold coins were produced in Lydia (what is now Turkey). These coins 
were stamped with images of different gods or important rulers.

3   Paper money developed in China around 800 c.e. Paper was light and 
easy to carry. But the Chinese printed too much paper money, and it lost its 
value. In 1455, the Chinese stopped using paper money for several hundred 
years. Meanwhile, Europeans only began using paper money in the 1600s.

4  After the American Revolution, the Continental Congress established a 
national currency based on the dollar in 1785. The first American coins were 
minted in 1793. These copper cents were 
produced by hand. Nearly seventy 
years later, the U.S. government 
began to issue paper money for 
the first time in 1861. Since then, 
the appearance of American 
coins and bills has changed. For 
example, today’s paper money in 
the United States has a new design 
every seven to ten years.

 8
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©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 193Lesson 11 Unfamiliar Words

Think Use what you learned from reading the text to answer the following 
questions.

1  This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A
What is the meaning of the word currency as it is used in paragraph 4?

A  goods used in trade

B  an idea accepted by many people

C  something that is up-to-date

D  the money used in a country

Part B
Which phrase from the passage helps the reader understand the 
meaning of currency?

A  “based on the dollar”

B “produced by hand”

C “lost its value”

D “a new design”

2  Underline the word in the paragraph below that means “traded or 
exchanged one thing for another.”

A commodity is a product or raw material offered as payment for 
another thing. Cows, sheep, or other kinds of animals were bartered 
for what a person wanted. Furs, beads, grain, giant stones, or salt 
were also exchanged.

Talk 

3  Discuss the meaning of minted as it is used in paragraph 4 of the text.

Write 

4  Short Response Define the word minted. Then describe what words 
or phrases helped you figure out the meaning of minted. Use the space 
provided on page 195 to write your answer. 

HINT Use quotes 
from the passage to 
show what words or 
phrases help you 
define minted.

A context clue may 
give a definition, an 
explanation, or an 
example. Sometimes 
an author will include 
a word with a similar 
meaning. Other times, 
the clue may be a 
word with an 
opposite meaning. 

 9
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Check Your Writing
 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 193.

4  Short Response Define the word minted. Then describe what  
words or phrases helped you figure out the meaning of minted.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HINT Use quotes from 
the passage to show 
what words or phrases 
help you define minted.

From Furs to Five-Dollar Bills

 10
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What  
Was

by Fran Severs

Genre: History Article

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look inside, 
around, and beyond 
these words to figure 
out what they mean.
• financial
• economy  

1  When World War I officially ended in 1919, Americans were tired of the 
war and ready for good times. In the early 1920s, there were plenty of jobs 
in the United States. People earned good incomes. Businesses grew quickly. 
During the Roaring Twenties, American consumers enjoyed spending money. 
Those who could not afford the most expensive items borrowed money so 
they could “buy now, pay later.” They bought new homes. They purchased 
cars, washing machines, and other large items. They also bought smaller 
goods, such as toasters and irons. To meet the demand, factories rushed to 
make even more products. But companies made too many goods, and people 
stopped buying them. By the end of the 1920s, warehouses were filled up with 
merchandise that no one bought. Factory production slowed down. Many 
factory workers lost their jobs.

Read

During the 1920s, many Americans 
grew wealthier. They spent their money 
on new inventions such as the electric 
refrigerator shown in this photograph.

 11



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 43

2  At the same time, many Americans decided to invest money in the stock 
market. They hoped to get rich quickly. The stock market is a place where 
shares of stock in different companies are bought and sold. People hope to 
make a high return by buying stock at a low price and selling it at a higher 
price. From June through September 1929, the prices of stocks soared. Then 
prices began to dip slightly. Nervous investors began selling millions of stock 
shares for less than the purchase price, losing billions of dollars. On October 
31, 1929, the stock market crashed when stock prices dropped sharply. The 
crash caused panic. People took their money out of banks, and banks were 
forced to close. More than 600 banks failed in 1929.

3  The stock market crash led to a financial crisis called the Great 
Depression. A depression is a serious slowdown in the economy that causes 
people to lose their jobs and businesses to fail. At the start of the Great 
Depression, about 1.5 million Americans were out of work. By 1933, about 
13 million Americans had lost their jobs. To earn money, jobless people sold 
apples, pencils, and other items on the streets. They shined shoes or washed 
and mended clothing for others. They sold their personal belongings. Some 
were forced to beg for money.

4  Without an income, 
thousands of jobless Americans 
lost their homes because they 
did not have the money to pay 
rent. If they had borrowed 
money to buy a house, they 
could not pay their loans, so 
the bank took their homes. 
People were forced to live with 
friends or family members. 
If necessary, they stayed in 
churches or rooming houses. 
Sometimes, the homeless built 
shacks from old crates and 
scrap metal. These temporary 
homes lacked electricity or 
running water. During the Great Depression, many Americans lost not just their 

jobs but also their homes. For shelter, these men and women 
built shacks on the outskirts of cities.

 12
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In some cities, long lines of people waiting for food 
were a common sight during the Great Depression. 
Charities gave bread and soup to people who could 
not pay to feed themselves. 

5  About two million homeless men, women, and children drifted around 
the country. They broke the law by hitching free rides on trains. They rode 
from place to place looking for work, food, and shelter. Millions stood in lines 
for free bread or soup that charity groups provided. In 1931, charity groups in 
New York City served about 85,000 free meals every day.

6  Under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, America’s economy slowly 
improved. Roosevelt’s plan to fix the nation’s money problems was called 
the New Deal. To improve the situation, the government passed laws that 
changed banking systems, provided the needy with aid, and created new 
jobs. In 1933, about 25 percent of Americans were jobless. By 1937, the 
unemployment rate had fallen to about 14 percent. Unfortunately,  
nearly 8 million Americans still did not have jobs.

7  The Great Depression lasted for more than ten years. In 1941, the United 
States entered World War II. Factories started making war supplies, such as 
airplanes, tanks, and ships. As the need for war supplies increased, businesses 
hired more and more people. America’s hard times finally came to an end.

 13
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199

Think Use what you learned from reading the article to answer the 
following questions. 

1  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A
Read this sentence from paragraph 1. 

By the end of the 1920s, warehouses were filled up with merchandise 
that no one bought.

What does the word merchandise mean as it is used in this sentence?

A goods 

B large items

C shares of stock

D jobs 

Part B
Which detail from paragraph 1 best supports the answer to Part A?

A   “. . . that no one bought . . .”

B   “. . . even more products . . .”

C “. . . factory production slowed . . .”

D   “. . . lost their jobs . . . “

2  The author uses a word that means “a time of intense difficulty,  
trouble, or danger.” Underline a word in the paragraph below  
that best represents that idea.

The stock market crash led to a financial crisis called the Great 
Depression. A depression is a serious slowdown in the economy that 
causes people to lose their jobs and businesses to fail. At the start of 
the Great Depression, about 1.5 million Americans were out of work. 
By 1933, about 13 million Americans had lost their jobs. To earn 
money, jobless people sold apples, pencils, and other items on the 
streets. They shined shoes or washed and mended clothing for 
others. They sold their personal belongings. Some were forced to 
beg for money.

 14



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 46

200

3  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A
What is the best meaning of the phrase hard times in paragraph 7 of 
“What Was the Great Depression?”

A a period of great difficulty

B a time when farmers couldn’t grow crops

C a time when jobs paid low wages

D a period of mild sadness 

Part B
Which sentence from the article helps the reader determine the 
meaning of the phrase hard times as it is used in paragraph 7?

A “When World War I officially ended in 1919, Americans were 
tired of the war and ready for good times.” (paragraph 1) 

B “From June through September 1929, the prices of stocks 
soared.” (paragraph 2)

C “About two million homeless men, women, and children drifted 
around the country.” (paragraph 5)

D “Roosevelt’s plan to fix the nation’s money problems was called 
the New Deal.” (paragraph 6)

4  Read the sentence from paragraph 1.

To meet the demand, factories rushed to make even more products.

Which dictionary entry best defines demand?

A “forceful statement”

B “wish”

C “strong need”

D “question”

 15
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 Learning Target
In this lesson, you figured out the meanings of several 
challenging words and phrases. Explain how you can use these 
skills to help you better understand the texts you read in school.

 

 

 

 

 

Write

5  Short Response Paragraph 6 of the passage states, “By 1937, the 
unemployment rate had fallen to about 14 percent.” Define the phrase 
unemployment rate. Support your definition with at least one context 
clue from the passage.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

201
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Writing and Research

This is a rough draft of a story. It has some mistakes. Read the story. Then answer the questions 
that follow.

Can They Do It?

 Sunday, March 25. Everyone at Westfield Elementary School approached the 

date with fear and dread. The servers in the cafetearia prepared meals with worried 

looks and shaking hands. Teachers buzzed about it in the teachers’ room. Students 

whispered about the approaching date in hallways. The date was so terrif ying that 

some Westfield students break into tears at the mention of it. Others simply sat 

at their desks, stunned. Sunday, March 25, was the first day of Turn-Of f-the-

Television-and-Keep-It-Of f-for-the-Whole-Week Week. 

 Mr. Humphrey Blodgett had graduated from Westfield Elementary School 

before television was even invented. He promised to take the entire school to 

Wacky World Water Park. In order to win the trip everyone had to turn of f his or her 

television set for a week. Would either Westfield students and Westfield teachers 

be up to the challenge? 

 “Does that include basketball games? ” Mrs. Travis asked. Mrs. Travis was a 

huge sports fan. 

 17
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Go On

 “What about educational television Mr. Blodgett? ” Ms. Morgan, the school 

librarian, wondered. Mr. Kramer thought he should be able to watch his favorite 

show “ for health reasons.”

 “No, there will be no television of any kind,” Mr. Blodgett answered. “Read a 

book, take a walk; or play a game.” Then, looking right at Mr. Kramer, he added, 

“Learn to knit. It’s very good for the nerves.” 

 “Boy, how tough will this be? ” Mr. Kramer complained af ter Mr. Blodgett had 

lef t. But it turned out that it wasn’t as dif ficult as everyone had thought. By the 

end of the week, the school was buzzing with excitement over having won a 

wonderful trip.

 23  Read this sentence from the story.

  In order to win the trip everyone had to turn off his or her television set for a week.

Which of the following should replace the underlined part to make the 
sentence correct?

A In order to win the trip everyone,

B In order to win the trip, everyone

C In order, to win the trip everyone

D In order to win, the trip everyone

 18
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 24  Read this sentence from the story.

  The date was so terrifying that some Westfield students break into tears at the 
mention of it.

Which word or words should replace the underlined verb to make the 
sentence correct?

A have broken

B will be breaking

C will break 

D broke 

 25  Read this sentence from the story.

  Would either Westfield students and Westfield teachers be up to the challenge?

Which of the following should replace the underlined part to make the sentence 
correct?

A either Westfield students nor

B neither Westfield students or

C either Westfield students or 

D neither Westfield students and

 26  Read this sentence from the story.

 “Read a book, take a walk; or play a game.”

Which of the following should replace the underlined part to make the sentence 
correct?

A book take, a walk, or

B book, take a walk, or 

C book; take a walk; or

D book, take a walk or,

 19
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Introduction

Point of View
Lesson 17

Learning Target

Read Point of view is how a person thinks or feels about 
something. Both narrators in stories and speakers in poems have 
points of view. The background and culture of an author can 
influence, or affect, that author’s point of view.

In the comic strip below, look for evidence of each character’s 
point of view.

Knowing that a narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences their descriptions will improve 
your understanding of stories and poems.

I’m not used to all
this quiet, cousin.

Yeah, I bet it’s 
different 

than city living.

It’s a grouse. 
They aren’t 
in the city? 

They’re everywhere. 
Like foxes 

and muskrats.

 How are you 
not amazed? 
That’s so cool.

I’m just 
used to it. 
Our points 
of view are 
different.

Whoa! What’s 
that thing?

Of course not.

RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 
described.

 20



©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted. 295Lesson 17 Point of View

Lesson 17Theme:  Native Voices

Academic Talk 
Use these words and phrases to talk about the text.

• narrator • speaker
• point of view • influence

Talk Share your chart with a partner. 

• Why do the cousins have different points of view about grouse?

• What evidence did you give for each cousin’s point of view? 

• Suppose each cousin narrated a story about meeting the grouse. 
How would the stories differ?

Think Consider what you’ve learned so far about point of view.  Use 
this chart to describe each character’s point of view about the grouse. 
Then provide evidence of the points of view based on what the 
characters say and do.

Character
Character’s Point of View 

About Grouse
Evidence of Character’s  

Point of View

City cousin

Country cousin
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Modeled and Guided Instruction

Read Genre: Poem

The Pima are a nation of Native Americans that lived in what would eventually 
become the state of Arizona in the United States. They produced many songs and 
chants, some of which describe natural events that commonly occur in the 
American Southwest.

When you reread the 
poem, underline any 
words and phrases that 
suggest what the speaker 
thinks and feels about the 
lightning.

Close Reader Habits

from The Path on the Rainbow

296 Lesson 17 Point of View ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

 See the destructive lightning
  Going to kill the distant tree.
 It is going, my younger brother,
  To split the distant tree.

 5 Around the mountain I carry
  My poor younger brother:
 Carry him around the mountain
  And then stand before it.

 The lightning like reddish snakes
10  Tries to lash and shiver the trees.
 The lightning tries to strike them.
  But it fails and they still stand.

 Through the roaring darkness I run,
  Carrying my poor younger brother;
15 From the top of the sky the lightning
  Shoots, and strikes nearby.

L GHTN NG 

SONG
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Explore
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 What is the speaker’s point of view about the lightning?

Think

1  In the chart below, describe the speaker’s point of view about the 
lightning. Then provide evidence from the poem of the speaker’s point 
of view.

Talk 

2  Take turns reading “Lightning Song” aloud. Does reading the poem 
aloud affect your understanding of it? Does the speaker express a 
point of view without stating it directly? Make changes to your chart, if 
necessary.

Write 

3  Short Response What is the speaker’s point of view about the 
lightning? How does it affect the way the speaker describes what the 
lightning does? Use details from the poem in your response. Use the 
space provided on page 300 to write your answer.

HINT One main 
event of the poem 
occurs when the 
lightning tries to 
strike the trees.

Speaker Speaker’s Point of View Evidence of Point of View

an older brother  
or sister

Imagine you could ask 
the speaker what he 
or she thinks of the 
lightning. What would 
the speaker tell you?
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Genre: Realistic FictionRead

1  The letter from Sudbury Academy was on the kitchen table, unopened, 
when Lanie got home from school. It was addressed to “Miss Alana 
Mercredi.” That was startling, because nobody ever called her “Miss Alana” 
anything—she was just Lanie.

2   Lanie studied the envelope. Metallic blue-and-gold lettering, paper so 
much brighter than the dingy, gray stuff used at her school—this was an 
envelope from a place that knew its own worth, which is why Lanie’s father 
had made her apply. Sudbury Academy was a good school, a school with 
many Nehiyaw, or Cree, like her, but not just Cree—students from all over 
Canada would be there.

3   Lanie shivered. Sudbury wasn’t like the old schools her grandparents 
talked about, places built to keep First Nation children from their families. 
The world was different now. But, still, Sudbury was far away, hours from her 
family and friends.

4  Lanie suddenly thought of the large, flat rock she’d found long ago on a 
mossy forest floor. She’d lifted it and, like a baby, expected to find treasure—a 
brilliant silver key, maybe. Instead, beetles and millipedes had flooded out 
and wriggled away.

5  Wanting not to think about the letter for a while, Lanie walked to the next 
room, where her mother and father were watching television. “Mama,” she 
said. “Papa. How were your days?”

6  Lanie’s mother shrugged, not turning from the television, which is what 
she did when upset. Mama was worried the letter had good news.

7  But Lanie’s father rose, smiling, and hugged her grandly. 
“Lanie-bug,” he said. “The letter came. You saw, eh? What did 
it say?”

8  Lanie wished the letter had never come. No matter what it 
said, someone in her family would be hurt. But she looked in 
her father’s proud eyes, smiled, and said, “I haven’t opened it 
yet, Papa. Let’s find out together.”

Lanie has a point of view 
about Sudbury Academy. 
But does the narrator? 
Reread the story. 
Underline any clues that 
suggest what the narrator 
thinks about the 
academy.

Close Reader Habits

The Letter from Sudbury Academy
by William Paigo
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Think Use what you learned from reading the story to answer the following 
questions.

1  This question has two parts. Answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A
How does the narrator’s point of view influence how the events are 
described? 

A  By including only Lanie’s actions, words, and thoughts, the 
narrator can’t reveal how her parents feel.

B  By giving the detail about the rock with bugs under it, the 
narrator shows Lanie doesn’t want to face her parents.

C  By showing Lanie’s thoughts about the letter, the narrator 
reveals that she is worried about each parent’s feelings.

D  By focusing on the letter from the school, the narrator shows 
how much Lanie hopes she will be accepted there.

Part B
Which detail from the passage supports the answer in Part A?

A  “. . . from a place that knew its own worth. . . .” (paragraph 2)

B  “But, still, Sudbury was far away, . . .” (paragraph 3)

C  “. . . places built to keep First Nation children from their families.” 
(paragraph 3)

D  “. . . someone in her family would be hurt.” (paragraph 8)

Talk 

2  Reread paragraphs 2 and 3. What is the narrator’s point of view about 
Sudbury Academy? Use the chart on page 301 to write your ideas and 
evidence.

Write 

3  Short Response What inference can you make about the narrator’s 
point of view toward Sudbury Academy? Use the details from your chart 
to support your response. Use the space provided on page 301 to write 
your answer.

HINT Look at the 
words and phrases 
the narrator uses to 
describe both the 
letter and the 
academy.

This story has a 
third-person narrator, 
or someone standing 
outside the story. 
Look for clues that 
show the narrator’s 
thoughts and feelings.
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Modeled and Guided Instruction

Check Your Writing

 Did you read the prompt carefully?

 Did you put the prompt in your own words?

 Did you use the best evidence from the text to support your ideas? 

 Are your ideas clearly organized? 

 Did you write in clear and complete sentences? 

 Did you check your spelling and punctuation?

Don’t forget to 
check your writing.

300 ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.Lesson 17 Point of View

3  Short Response What is the speaker’s point of view about the  
lightning? How does it affect the way the speaker describes what  
the lightning does? Use details from the poem in your response.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 297.

HINT One main 
event of the poem 
occurs when the 
lightning tries to 
strike the trees.

L GHTN NG 

SONG
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2  Use the chart below to organize your ideas and evidence.  

Write Use the space below to write your answer to the question on page 299. 

3  Short Response What inference can you make about the narrator’s point of view toward 
Sudbury Academy? Use the details from your chart to support your response.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Letter from Sudbury Academy

Narrator
Narrator’s  

Point of View
Evidence of Narrator’s  

Point of View
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Independent Practice

302 Lesson 17 Point of View

Read Genre: Legend

1  When I was young, I did not realize the importance of the stories told 
to me by my family and tribe. The legends of heroes, hunters, animals, and 
spirits of my Abenaki people were exciting and entertaining. The dramatic 
way the stories were told amid forest shadows made them unforgettable. Even 
now, I can close my eyes and see the fire-lit faces of those storytellers and hear 
their voices. 

2  Now I understand more of what lives within the legends. Generations of 
people have been telling and listening to the same legends, linking our past 
to our present. These stories that were born in the ancient longhouse and 
continued in isolated hunting camps are retold today at storytelling festivals 
around the United States and Canada.

3  Some of the legends explain how the world began, how the rabbit got his 
short tail, and why the turtle’s neck is so long. Some are funny; some are sad. 
Besides being entertaining, the legends have a message that is timeless.

WORDS TO KNOW
As you read, look 
inside, around, and 
beyond these words 
to figure out what 
they mean. 
• importance
• generations
• isolated

Coyote
from

and the Stars

The author of the following story, Gerard Tsonakwa, is a Native American 
storyteller who draws on the legends of his tribe, the Abenaki. The Abenaki 
are an Algonquian-speaking people of northeastern North America.

by Tsonakwa, Cobblestone

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.
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303Lesson 17 Point of View

4  Now I will tell you a story told to my father when he was young, then told 
to me when I was a child at my father’s knee. I speak his words and voice so 
that he lives while the story is told. It is a story of Coyote and of stars. Perhaps 
you have heard coyotes crying pitifully in the night. I will tell you why that is 
and why the stars are scattered in a great mess all across the sky!

5  On the second morning of creation time, the Great Father set about the 
great task of filling the nighttime sky with beauty. He took a bag and went 
out on the muskeg [swamp], and there he picked the little flowers we call 
Morning Stars. He filled the bag with the star flowers, and then he cut a long 
stick so that he could put the flowers on the end of the stick and place them in 
the sky just so, in a fine pattern, like beadwork. Then he found the highest hill 
in the land, so that from that high place he could set the little flowers in the 
sky, just so. But when he had climbed the mountain, it was still light, so the 
Great Father decided to take a nap.

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.
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6  So he laid the bag down in the shade of a tree. And while he was sleeping, 
Coyote came along. Coyote is like all dogs—he’s always thinking of food. He saw 
the Creator sleeping, and right nearby a great bag filled with something. Coyote 
said to himself, “I bet there’s food in that bag. I’m going to look inside and see.” So 
Coyote grabbed the bag and ran off. But as he ran, he tripped and fell, and the bag 
ripped open and the stars spilled out and flashed across the sky, every which-way. 
Then the Great Creator woke up from his nap, and the first thing he saw were his 
stars flashing all across the sky. And he looked down, and he saw Coyote standing 
there with the bag in his teeth, ripped open. And the Great Father said to Coyote, 
“Look what you’ve done! I wished to put those stars in the sky in a fine pattern, like 
beads, and look at the mess you’ve made!”

7  Poor Coyote. He looked up and tears filled his eyes as shame filled his heart 
to see what he had done to the night sky. And Coyote began to howl. This is why 
today the stars are scattered all across the sky every which-way, and this is why 
coyotes, when they see the night sky and the mess their great-grandfather made, 
fill up with shame and howl.
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Think Use what you learned from reading the legend to answer the 
following questions.

1  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A
How does the narrator’s point of view influence how events are 
described in paragraph 6?

A By including the Great Father’s reaction to Coyote’s actions, the 
narrator shows how cruel the Great Father is.

B By focusing on why Coyote took the bag, the narrator shows 
that Coyote is greedy but not evil.

C By including a description of the Great Father’s nap, it shows 
how little the Great Father cares about his work.

D By focusing on how clumsy Coyote is, the narrator provides 
information on how Coyote got that way.

Part B
Which sentence from paragraph 6 supports the answer in Part A?

A “And while he was sleeping, Coyote came along.”

B “Coyote is like all dogs—he’s always thinking of food.”

C “But as he ran, he tripped and fell, and the bag ripped open 
and the stars spilled out and flashed across the sky, every  
which-way.”

D “’I wished to put those stars in the sky in a fine pattern, like 
beads, and look at the mess you’ve made!’”

2  What does the word pattern mean as it is used in paragraphs 5 and 6 of 
the story?   

A   a model or good example

B   an obvious personality trait

C   a flight path for an airplane

D a decorative or artistic design
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3  This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then answer Part B. 

Part A
How was the author’s point of view influenced by events from his 
childhood? 

A  Those events made him fearful of being in the forest at night. 

B  Those events caused him to dislike the traditions of his culture.

C  Those events taught him how to build longhouses and hunting 
camps. 

D  Those events led him to respect how long his culture has been 
around.

Part B 
Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?

A “The dramatic way the stories were told amid forest shadows 
made them unforgettable.” (paragraph 1)

B   “Even now, I can close my eyes and see the fire-lit faces of those 
storytellers and hear their voices.” (paragraph 1)

C   “Generations of people have been telling and listening to the 
same legends, linking our past to our present.” (paragraph 2)

D   “I will tell you why that is and why the stars are scattered in a 
great mess all across the sky!” (paragraph 4)

4  How might the story be different if it were told from Coyote’s point 
of view?

A It would explain that Coyote and the Great Father are enemies. 

B It would give a different reason why the stars look as they do.

C It would show that Coyote is a clever and sneaky trickster.

D It would tell why Coyote feels shame for scattering the stars.
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 Learning Target
In this lesson, you explored how the point of view of narrators 
or speakers can influence how they describe events. Explain 
how knowing this will help you better understand any stories or 
poems you read.

Write

5  Short Response The narrator feels sympathy toward Coyote. Support 
this conclusion with details from the text. 
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308 ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.Unit 4 Interim Assessment

Interim Assessment

Genre: Poem

Read the poem. Then answer the questions that follow.

1 “Will you walk into my parlor?” said the spider to the fly; 
“ ’Tis the prettiest little parlor that ever you did spy. 
The way into my parlor is up a winding stair, 
And I have many pretty things to show when you are there.” 
“O no, no,” said the little fly, “To ask me is in vain, 
For who goes up your winding stair can ne’er come down again.”

2 “I’m sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up so high; 
Will you rest upon my little bed?” said the spider to the fly. 
“There are pretty curtains drawn around, the sheets are fine and thin, 
And if you like to rest awhile, I’ll snugly tuck you in.” 
“O no, no,” said the little fly, “for I’ve often heard it said, 
They never, never wake again, who sleep upon your bed.”

3 Said the cunning spider to the fly, “Dear friend, what shall I do, 
To prove the warm affection I’ve always felt for you? 
I have within my pantry good store of all that’s nice; 
I’m sure you’re very welcome; will you please to take a slice?” 
“O no, no,” said the little fly, “kind sir, that cannot be; 
I’ve heard what’s in your pantry, and I do not wish to see.”

4 “Sweet creature!” said the spider, “you’re witty and you’re wise, 
How handsome are your gauzy wings, how brilliant are your eyes! 
I have a little looking-glass upon my parlor shelf, 
If you’ll step in one moment dear, you shall behold yourself.” 
“I thank you, gentle sir,” she said, “for what you’re pleased to say, 
And bidding you good-morning now, I’ll call another day.”

A Fable
by Mary Howitt

The

Spider and the Fly
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5 The spider turned him round about, and went into his den, 
For well he knew the silly fly would soon be back again: 
So he wove a subtle web, in a little corner sly, 
And set his table ready to dine upon the fly. 
Then he came out to his door again, and merrily did sing, 
“Come hither, hither, pretty fly, with the pearl and silver wing: 
Your robes are green and purple; there’s a crest upon your head; 
Your eyes are like the diamond bright, but mine are dull as lead.”

6 Alas, alas! how very soon this silly little fly, 
Hearing his wily flattering words, came slowly flitting by.  
With buzzing wings she hung aloft, then near and nearer drew, 
Thinking only of her crested head—poor foolish thing! At last, 
Up jumped the cunning spider, and fiercely held her fast. 
He dragged her up his winding stair, into his dismal den, 
Within his little parlor; but she ne’er came out again!

7 And now, dear little children, who may this story read, 
To idle, silly, flattering words, I pray you ne’er give heed; 
Unto an evil counselor close heart, and ear, and eye, 
And take a lesson from this tale of the Spider and the Fly.
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Interim Assessment

Think

1  Read the spider’s comment from stanza 5.

Your eyes are like the diamond bright, but mine are dull as lead.

Which sentences below best describe the meaning of the two metaphors in this line  
from the poem? Choose two answers, one for each metaphor.

A The fly’s eyes are hard and square.

B The fly looks smart and clever.

C The fly’s eyes are glittery and shiny.

D The spider’s eyes are dark and lifeless.

E The spider looks foolish and boring.

F The spider’s eyes are heavy and round.

2  Part A
How does the spider’s point of view influence how he describes his “home” to the fly in the 
first three stanzas?

A He sees the fly could use some food and rest and tells her what he can offer.

B He wants to make his home sound as appealing as possible to attract the fly.

C He doesn’t get many visitors, so he makes his place sound better than it really is.

D He can’t help boasting about his home to the fly because he’s really proud of it.

Part B
Which two lines from the poem best support the answer to Part A?

A “‘There are pretty curtains drawn around, the sheets are fine and thin’”

B “‘. . . what shall I do/To prove the warm affection I’ve always felt for you?’”

C “‘I’m sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up so high’”

D “‘I have within my pantry good store of all that’s nice’”

E “‘If you’ll step in one moment dear, you shall behold yourself.’”
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3  Underline two lines in this stanza that reflect the spider’s point of view that the fly is easily 
fooled prey.

The spider turned him round about, and went into his den, 
For well he knew the silly fly would soon be back again: 
So he wove a subtle web, in a little corner sly, 
And set his table ready to dine upon the fly. 
Then he came out to his door again, and merrily did sing, 
“Come hither, hither, pretty fly, with the pearl and silver wing: 
Your robes are green and purple; there’s a crest upon your head; 
Your eyes are like the diamond bright, but mine are dull as lead.”

4  Part A
What is the meaning of the word dismal as it is used in the sixth stanza of the poem?

A strange and puzzling

B dark and cheerless

C dull and boring

D snug and comfortable 

Part B
Which statement best describes the connotation suggested by the use of the word dismal?

A a negative, nervous feeling 

B a positive feeling of confidence

C a negative, gloomy feeling

D a positive, mysterious feeling

5  How does the last stanza of the poem connect to what happens in the stanzas that  
come before it? Choose two answers.

A It explains to the reader the lesson to be learned from the tale of the spider  
and the fly.

B It persuades the reader to consider the heartlessness and beauty of many small 
creatures.

C It cautions the reader not to pay attention to advice given by strangers.

D It describes the struggle that occurs in the natural world every day.

E It sums up what might happen to those who are tricked into believing flattering 
words.
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Interim Assessment

Genre: Historical Fiction

Read the story. Then answer the questions that follow.

1  Kate Alden was worried about her father, Captain Joshua Alden. Captain 
Alden commanded a whaler. He was a month late returning home from his 
latest whaling voyage. Whaling was an important industry in Nantucket in 
the early 1800s. Whale oil lit the lamps in many homes. Whalebone, which is 
actually the stiff plates hanging from the roof of the mouth of a baleen whale, 
was used to make everything from umbrella ribs to springs. To Kate, the 
money that whaling brought to her island home paled next to the safety of 
her father—for whaling was a dangerous business indeed.

2  Kate awoke with a start and listened intently to the sounds of the 
household stirring. Was that her father’s tread in the hall? Had he come home 
in the middle of the night and no one had awoken her? No, it was just her 
older brother, Daniel, leaving for work at the ships’ store down by the docks. 
Kate flung off the covers and threw a warm shawl over her shoulders. She 
slipped into her boots, grabbed the spyglass her father had given her, and 
raced up the long, narrow flight of stairs to the rooftop. Here on a high porch 
called a widow’s walk, Kate could gaze out into the ocean for her father’s ship. 
Her eyes frantically scanned the waters, as they did every day. Today, as on 
every day this past month, Kate spotted many ships, but she saw no evidence 
of her father’s ship sailing into the harbor.

3  That night at dinner, Daniel talked of the ships that had arrived in port 
that day, of his work at the chandlery, and of the rumors of coming bad 
weather. Daniel tried to keep the conversation going, but no one was much in 
the mood for talking. Although Daniel spoke not a word about his father, 
Kate could see Daniel’s anxiety in the deep lines that creased his forehead. 
Before long, Kate begged to be excused from the table. She drifted aimlessly 
from room to room, unable to settle down in any one place.

* Vigil: staying awake and being watchful during the night or normal hours for sleeping

by Thomas R. Levine

Kate’s Vigil*
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4  Without being conscious of going 
there, Kate found herself again on the 
widow’s walk. Fast-moving clouds 
blanked out the stars, further 
dimming her hopes. As the night 
wore on, Kate’s mother joined her 
daughter. She wrapped a blanket 
around the girl and tried to calm her 
fears with soothing words and warm 
embraces. Kate wanted to be 
reassured, but at the same time she 
needed the truth. Instead of allowing 
her worries to be whisked away, Kate accepted the worry that her mother 
barely hid behind her own eyes. They hugged each other, and together they 
wept. Were they just another Nantucket family watching in vain from a 
rooftop porch for a father, husband, brother, or son who would never return?

5  Before long, Kate’s mother headed back down the stairs into the house 
while Kate remained on the porch. At dawn, Kate woke up cold and 
uncomfortable. Somehow she’d fallen asleep on the small porch. Kate pulled 
herself up and leaned her elbows on the rail. Her eyes were a sunless sea, 
watching and waiting for signs of hope. She knew she should get on with the 
duties of the day. But not being there, watching and waiting, seemed out of the 
question.

6  Kate’s eyes automatically scoured the waters for her father’s ship. One by 
one, she eliminated each of the ships that she spotted. Some ships were clearly 
too big, others too small. Some ships carried too many or too few sails and 
masts. The rigging on others had the wrong kind or arrangement of sails and 
masts. Having grown up around ships, Kate could easily tell the difference 
among ships of various kinds.

7  Then one odd-looking ship caught Kate’s eye like a bit of precious gold in 
the gray rock slab of the sea. It looked somewhat similar to her father’s ship 
except that its main mast was far too short. The more Kate looked at that 
mast, she realized that it was far shorter than it should have been on any ship 
of any kind. With a shout that woke her family and half the neighborhood, 
Kate realized that it truly was her father’s ship. The main mast had obviously 
broken halfway down, and only the lower sails were flying. Her father was 
home at long last. 
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Interim Assessment

Think

6  Which two statements explain how paragraphs 3 and 4 contribute to the overall  
structure of the story?

A They build suspense.

B They foreshadow the ending.

C They develop the main characters.

D They establish the problem in the story. 

E They explain why whaling is important in Nantucket.

7  Part A
Read the following sentence from the passage.

To Kate, the money that whaling brought to her island home paled next to the  
safety of her father—for whaling was a dangerous business indeed.

Which words have about the same meaning as paled next to?

A more than made up for

B was worth the risk

C was far less important than

D lessened concerns about

Part B
Which of the phrases from the passage best helps the reader understand the  
meaning of paled next to?

A “a dangerous business indeed”

B “was used to make everything”

C “lit the lamps in many homes“

D “an important industry in Nantucket”
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8  Which two details explain how paragraph 7 contributes to the overall structure of  
the story?

A It describes the challenges that Kate must face.

B It introduces new problems into the plot.

C It tells how Kate’s worries are settled when she knows her father is safe.

D It describes how the characters try to solve their problems.

E It provides a satisfying ending to the plot of the story.

F It explains why Kate fears that her father will never return.
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Interim Assessment

Write

9  Extended Response “Kate’s Vigil” is told in the third person from Kate’s point of view, which 
includes her descriptions of her brother and mother. Describe Kate’s point of view about 
what is happening. Also describe how Kate’s point of view differs from her mother’s and her 
brother’s points of view. Use specific examples in your response.
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