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3rd-5th GRADE DAILY ROUTINE 

TTiimmee AAccttiivviittyy 
EExxaammpplleess 

33--55 
8:00a Wake-Up and 

Prepare for the Day 
 

          

• Get dressed, brush teeth, eat breakfast 
 

                         

9:00a Morning Exercise 
 
 

 

• Exercises 
o Walking 
o Jumping Jacks 
o Push-Ups 
o Sit-Ups 
o Running in place 
o High Knees 
o Kick Backs 
o Sports 

 
NNOOTTEE:: Always stretch before and after physical activity 

10:00a Academic Time: 
Reading Skills 

 

• Online: 
o iReady 

• Packet 
o Reading (one lesson a day) 

11:00a Play Time Outside (if weather permits) 
12:00p Lunch and Break 

 

• Eat lunch and take a break 
• Video game or TV time 
• Rest 

2:00p Academic Time: 
Math Skills 

 

• Online: 
o iReady Math 
o Zearn Math 

• Packet 
o Math (one lesson a day) 

3:00p Academic 
Learning/Creative 
Time 

 

• Puzzles 
• Flash Cards 
• Board Games 
• Crafts 
• Bake or Cook (with adult) 

4:00p Academic Time: 
Reading for Fun 

 

• Independent reading 
o Talk with others about the book 

5:00p Academic Time: 
Science and Social 
Studies 

      

• Online 
o Study Island (Science and Social Studies) 



 
Para familias que necesitan apoyo académico, por 
favor llamar al 504-349-8999 
 
De lunes a jueves • 8:00 am – 8: 00 pm 
        Viernes • 8:00 am – 4: 00 pm 
 
Disponible para familias que tienen preguntas ya sea 
sobre los recursos de aprendizaje en línea o los 
paquetes de aprendizaje impresos. 
 
 



 

Tiempo Actividad Detalles 
8:00a Despierta y Prepárate para el día • Vístete, cepíllate los dientes, desayuna 

 
9:00a Ejercicio Mañanero 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Siempre hay que estirarse antes y después de cualquier 
actividad física. 

• Ejercicios 
o Caminar 
o Saltos de tijeras 
o Lagartijas 
o Abdominales 
o Correr en el mismo lugar 
o Rodillas altas 
o Patadas hacia atrás 
o Deportes 

 
10:00a Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Lectura 
• En Línea: 

o iReady  
• Paquete: 

o Leer(una lección al día) 
11:00a Tiempo para jugar Afuera(si el clima lo permite) 
12:00p Almuerzo y Descanso  • Almorzar y tomar un descanso 

• Este es tiempo para jugar videos y 
ver televisión 

• Descansar 
2:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Habilidades de Matemáticas   
• En Línea: 

o iReady Matemática 
o Zearn Matemática  

• Paquete 
o Matemática (una lección al 

día) 
3:00p Aprendizaje Académico/Tiempo Creativo • Rompecabezas 

• Tarjetas Flash 
• Juegos de Mesa 
• Artesanías 
• Hornear o Cocinar( con un adulto) 

4:00p Tiempo Académico: 
Leyendo por Diversión 

• Lectura Independiente  
o Habla con otros acerca de 

lo que leíste 
5:00p Tiempo Académico: 

Ciencias y Estudios Sociales  
• En Línea 

o Estudiar las Islas(Ciencia y 
Estudios Sociales) 



LDOE Unit 5: Louisiana’s Future 

Studies Weekly, Week 27: Spend or Save? 

Save Before You Spend 

"Check this out!" Natalia said as 
Steven plopped down beside her in 
front of the computer. 
"Are you looking at new cameras?" 
her friend asked. 

"Yep! I want a nicer camera than the 
one on my phone to take pictures of 
our travels." 

"Which one are you going to buy?" 
Steven asked as Natalia scrolled through the hundreds of choices. 

"I'm not sure," she replied. "There are a lot of options." 

"Here is what we should do," Steven suggested. "Come with me to the electronics 
store at the mall. They let you try out the different cameras, and then you can make 
an informed decision." 

They head to the store to look at options. 

"This one is nice!" Natalia exclaimed. 

"Yes, but it's also the most expensive," Steven countered. "What about this one? It's 
the least expensive option." 

Natalia scrunched up her nose. "The specs on this are worse than my phone. I need 
a middle ground — a camera that performs the way I want, but that I can afford." 

"What about this one?" Steven said, handing Natalia a sleek silver camera. "It has 
interchangeable parts. It has some of the features of the most expensive camera, 
but it seems like you could buy it." 

Natalia inspected the camera. 

"It seems like a good compromise, but I need to save up to afford it," she said. She 
set the camera back down on the stand. 

"Have you looked into ways to save?" Steven asked as they walked out of the 
electronics store. 

"You know my relatives give me some money for my birthday and holidays," she 
said. "I also babysit and help my elderly neighbor keep her house clean. I'm earning 
a little bit of money every week." 
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"That's great! It all adds up," Steven said, patting his friend on the shoulder. 

"It's a long process, but delayed gratification is worth it," Natalia said. "Sometimes it's 
hard not to buy a treat or a cookie," she said as she pointed to the bakery they were 
passing. "But I'd rather save up for something big that will last than waste money on 
treats that will disappear in a few minutes." 

"Are you saving it in your piggy bank?" Steven asked. 

"I don't keep my money in a piggy bank," Natalia replied, smiling. "I keep my money 
in a savings account. The bank pays me money to keep my money in a savings 
account. And it is way safer than a piggy bank because my dog can't find it and 
chew it up!" 

"Yeah!" Steven said with a laugh. "A bank is safer." 

"Banks also insure your money, so if a bank is robbed, they will reimburse anything 
that is stolen," Natalia said. 

"Sounds like you have everything figured out!" Steven told her. "You've inspired me 
to start saving for the future!" 

 

Comparing Prices 

People do not have an unlimited amount of money. We have to make trade-offs 
between what we need and what we want. We also have to find ways of saving 
money and stretching it further. One of these ways is to compare prices. You can 
save a few cents on smaller purchases like toothpaste or food. You can save 
hundreds or thousands of dollars on larger purchases. These include large 
appliances, electronics or cars. The internet makes it easy to compare prices. Just 
thirty minutes of research can keep money in your pocket. 

 

For large purchases, you can compare versions of the product you might like to buy. 
You can see if a cheaper item has similar features to the more expensive item. You 
may want the high-end gaming laptop. But after doing research, you may realize 
you don't need that much functionality. If it's only for writing papers for school, a 
cheaper laptop is fine. If you really like the large screen or battery life on the gaming 
laptop, try to find a cheaper laptop with those specs. 

This works with smaller items as well. In the grocery store, you may like one kind of 
cereal. There may be a cheaper generic brand cereal that is just as good. You can 
also shop around. Often you can find the exact same product for less money at a 
different store or online. There even are apps for your phone or internet browser 
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that can help you compare prices. Others will let you know if there are any coupons, 
which will give you a discount. 

It takes a lot of work to earn money. By comparing prices, you can make your 
money go further. 

 
How We Save 

"I'm glad you want to start saving your income," Natalia said to Steven. 

"It's hard to save," Steven said. "I want to buy stuff right now. I like to buy new 
sneakers or a cool video game. I also need to have money on hand. Last week my 
laptop screen broke. I didn't have any money to buy a new screen. Now I have to 
use the broken one. If I had had some money saved up, I could have bought a new 
screen." 

"That's called an emergency fund," Natalia said. "Experts recommend that you have 
one thousand dollars saved up in a high-yield savings account. You can use this 
money in case of emergencies. It's supposed to be for emergencies only, though. 
Forgetting my birthday present is not an emergency! You should budget for 
recurring expenses." 

"It's better to plan than be surprised," Steven said. "It's not like I don't have money to 
save up. I earn money raking my neighbor's leaves and washing cars. I just should 
have saved more of it. How much should you be saving?" 

Natalia looked thoughtful. "At least 20 percent of your income should go to savings." 

"I haven't been saving that much," Steven said with a grimace. "I'm going to start 
today. I think I have some money in my piggy bank. Will you come to my house and 
help me get my financial life in order?" 219550At Stevens's house, he pulled a piggy 
bank out from under his bed. 

"This is what I have," he said, shaking it. Natalia heard the coins rattling inside. 

"It's good you have this much," she told her friend. 

"How do I set up a high-yield savings account?" he asked her. 

"You need a parent to help you set it up," she replied. "But I can show you mine," 

Steven pulled out his laptop. 

"Wow, you really did crack this screen!" Natalia remarked as she logged into her 
high-yield savings account. "So this is my account." 

"How do you deposit money if it's all online?" Steven asked. 
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"It varies by bank type," Natalia said. "Some brick and mortar banks do have high-
yield savings accounts. It costs a lot more to have a physical location, so usually the 
only banks with high interest rates are online." 

"Explain to me about interest rates." 

"See here?" Natalia pointed to a bolded 2.5 percent at the top of her bank account 
page. "This is my interest rate. This means that for every $100 I have in my account, 
the bank will give me $2.50 a year." 

"Wow!" Steven said, "So you literally get free money." He looked sadly at his piggy 
bank. "Sorry old boy. You're obsolete. I'm emptying you out and using a saving 
account." Natalia laughed. 

"$2.50 dollars a year is nice," Steven said. "But are there ways to have my money 
earn even more money?" 

"Yes," Natalia said, "but they are risky. You can invest your money in stocks or bonds. 
Stock means that you own a tiny sliver of a corporation. If the value of the 
corporation increases, you make more money. If it decreases, though, you lose 
money." 

"That does sound risky." 

Natalia nodded. 

"You can also invest in an index fund. This means that you own tiny percentages of 
stocks from hundreds of companies. This helps spread that risk around. If one 
company goes down another one might be up. Another option with less risks are 
bonds. A bond means you loan a bit of money to a local, state or national 
government. Usually you cannot claim that loan back for a predetermined number 
of years." 

"How do I set one of these up?" Steven asked. 

"There are lots of online options. Research them with your parents," Natalia said. 

"Usually though you need hundreds or even thousands of dollars to invest in one of 
these funds. There's no minimum for a high-yield savings account. It's an easy 
option for someone just getting started with saving." 

"When my parents get home, I'm going to talk to them," Steven said. "They can help 
me set up a savings account! I'm pumped! I'm going to be a financially savvy person 
with an emergency fund!" 
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Opportunity Cost 

As much as we would like to, we 
cannot buy everything we want! We 
have to make trade-offs. For 
example, we might decide if we 
would rather have a new computer 
or new clothes. This is a different way 
of thinking. It takes into account the 
cost of a trade-off in what you spend 
your money on. The term for this is 
opportunity cost. You give up the 
opportunity to purchase one thing 

and instead purchase another. The true cost of an item is not just the amount of 
money. It also includes the opportunity cost of not purchasing a different item. 

Here is an example. You have enough money to buy a drone or art supplies. You 
purchase a toy drone. You have given up the opportunity to purchase new art 
supplies. Therefore, the cost of buying the toy drone is not just the money you 
spent, it is also the opportunity cost of the new art supplies that you did not 
purchase. 

Opportunity cost is a useful metric. It helps ensure that scarce resources are used 
well. Opportunity cost is not just limited to money. It also includes any work you 
were unable to complete. It includes lost time, lost pleasure and lost utility. 

Look at these scenarios. What is the opportunity cost? 

Steven wants Natalia to go see a movie with him and go for pizza afterward. Natalia 
is trying to save up for a camera. She only has budgeted enough money to buy 
pizza or go to the movies. She could go to the movies and get pizza. However, she 
wouldn't be able to purchase the camera. For each choice, what is the opportunity 
cost? 

Steven wants to buy Natalia a birthday present and a new video game. He could do 
both, but then he cannot save up for his emergency fund. For each choice, what is 
the opportunity cost? 
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Opportunity Cost in Business 

You are not the only one who has to make hard choices after looking at costs and 
benefits. Business owners must look at costs, benefits and opportunity costs when 
they make decisions each day. 

Owners don't just spend money without thinking. Business decisions are usually 
made by analyzing the tradeoffs. Owners and managers look at all the costs and 
benefits very closely. Then they choose how to spend their money, time, talents and 
other resources. It's a little bit like comparison shopping. You look at the different 
options and decide. You hope your choice will give you the best features and results 
for your money. Making good tradeoffs, or decisions between things is very 
important when running a business. If owners make poor choices, the business 
could fail. For example, a business may opt to save money on TV ads and instead 
use that money on online ads. The opportunity cost for that decision is that they 
don't capture the customers who only watch TV. If they don't earn enough money 
from the online ads, then the business will not grow, and might even fail. 

Good business owners carefully consider all the costs when making decisions. 

 

Electronic Banking 

The last ten years we have seen the rise of laptops, 
smartphones and tablets. Now it is even easier to spend 
or save online. You can buy pretty much anything online. 
You can buy games, books, toys and even food. It is very 
easy to find what you want. It's also easy to buy what you 
want. Input a credit card number, and you can make a 
purchase at that moment. Amazing! But it's also 
dangerous. It is easy to get excited about buying things 
online. Think before you buy. Do you really want that 
item? Can you afford it? Maybe you need to save for it. 

It has also never been easier to save. There are apps that 
can help you budget. Most banks are online. There are 
several banks that are only online. This enables them to 
offer low or no fees. When you save money in their bank, 
you earn a higher interest rate, or more money back. Most 
people set up their checking account to receive their 
paycheck every week or month. You can even have the 
bank put some money straight into your savings account 

each month. It's easier to save than ever. 
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Using a Savings Account 

A savings account is a smart way to save 
money. A savings account lets you store 
your cash in a safe place. It is safer to keep 
your money in a bank than under your bed 
or in a piggy bank. Savings accounts are 
also federally insured. This means that the 
federal government will pay you back if the 
bank closes. They also let you easily 
access your money in case of an 
unexpected emergency, like a car accident. 
Forgetting to buy your mom a birthday 
present is not an emergency. 

A high-yield savings account is a savings 
account that earns more interest than a 
regular account. This means that the bank 
pays you a set percentage of your balance 
if you keep your money in their bank. The 
bank uses your money to lend out or make 
investments. You can make as many 
deposits into a savings account as you 

want. But there are rules about how often you can withdraw money without penalty. 

A checking account is different from a savings account. You can make deposits 
whenever you have money, but you can also take your money out more often. 
Different banks have different rules about checking accounts. Most checking 
accounts can be automated. This means you can tell the bank to put your paycheck 
into your account every month, or you can automatically pay your bills. 

Many people also have an investment or retirement account. They can be a good 
option, but they are a long term saving program. They have taxes and laws about 
withdrawing your money. Earning profit off of that money is also more complex. 

It is good to make regular deposits into some type of savings account. Even a few 
dollars every week can add up. Soon you can have a large amount of money in your 
savings account! 
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Finding the Best Deal 

At the mall, Natalia and Steven shopped for a camera. Natalia thought about buying 
the cheapest one but decided against it. It did not have the functionality she needed. 
She decided to save up for a more expensive camera. It had the functionality she 
needed. Just because something is the cheapest option doesn't mean it's the best 
option. 

Read the examples below. What you would purchase? Base your decision on the 
data given. 

Scenario 1. Steven wants to buy new sneakers. There is a pair of red ones for $20. 
Steven read reviews online and talked with a friend who purchased them. He knows 
that the sneakers might fall apart after a month of playing basketball. There are blue 
sneakers for $100. That seems high. Most reviews online say these shoes will last 
well. The same blue sneakers are also for sale in the local classified ads. They have 
been lightly used for four months. They cost $50. Steven needs shoes for the entire 
year. Which ones should he buy? How much will each pair of sneakers cost over a 
year? 

Scenario 2. Steven wants to buy a new shirt. He needs it for a special school event. 
He also has a formal family event coming up and will need a shirt for that as well. 
There is a white shirt with buttons that is well made and costs $60. It will last a while, 
according to reviews. There is a shirt that is gray that costs $20. It is plain, and the 
reviews say that the quality is not as good. Some reviewers said the seams started 
to rip quickly. Which shirt should Steven buy? 

Scenario 3. Natalia wants to purchase a new wide-angle lens to go with her camera. 
After some online research, she found a brand new lens that will work for her needs. 
It will cost her $40 plus $5 in shipping costs. It ships from China and will take 2 
months to arrive. She also found the same lens in the local classified ads for $40. It is 
one year old and is in good condition. 

Create a scenario of your own. 

 

Think and Review Questions 

1. What will happen if you spend before you save? 

2. You're shopping for a computer and a dozen eggs. For which should you 

spend more time comparing prices and features, and why? 

3. Why is it important to have an emergency fund? 

4. What are some business costs? 

5. Why is it important to consider cost when buying something? 
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Studies Weekly, Week 28: Producers and Consumers 

 
 A Trip to the Farmer’s Market 

Ms. Johnson's class went on a field trip to 
the farmers' market. The students were all 
excited to see rows of food for sale. There 
were many different food stands at the 
market. Some farmers were selling fruits or 
vegetables. Others were selling homemade 
items. Some were selling services. 

 

"I've never been to a farmers' market before," Natalia said. 

"Me neither. Look at all of the apples," Steven said. 

"There certainly are a lot of choices for food," Ms. Johnson pointed out. "What do you 
see?" she asked her students. 

Natalia looked around. "Carrots, potatoes and lots of cucumbers," she said. 

Ms. Johnson smiled. "Now, what do you see from an economic point of view?" she 
asked her students. 

Natalia and Steven thought for a minute. 

"Well, people are buying things," he said. "And the farmers are selling things." 

"That's right," Ms. Johnson agreed. "Who is buying food from the farmers?" 

Natalia thought for a minute. "Consumers!" she said. 

"Absolutely. Consumers buy things from someone called a producer. The producer 
is the one who makes or grows that item." Steven looked around. "Consumers also 
buy services from producers," he said. 

Ms. Johnson nodded. "Producers are the ones who grow or create things. They 
provide goods or services to other people. Consumers are their customers. They are 
the ones who buy things or use services." 

 

Natalia chose an apple. "If I buy this apple, I am a consumer. If I grow the apple, I am 
a producer." 

"That's exactly right," Ms. Johnson agreed. 
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The class explored the farmers' market. Each student bought something from the 
market. Natalia bought an apple. Steven chose an orange. They ate their fruit while 
they walked around. After the class trip to the farmers' market, Steven and Natalia 
created a report. They wanted to show their classmates what they learned. 

"In order to create a strong economy, there should be both producers and 
consumers," Natalia said. 

"Yes," Steven agreed. "One person needs to create and sell something. Another 
person needs to buy it. If I needed food, but there were no producers, or farmers, I 
would be in trouble." 

"And if there was no one to consume, or buy, the food that a farmer grew, the 
farmers wouldn't be able to make money," Natalia added. 

They continued to explain about producers and consumers and shared why an 
economy needs both roles. When they finished talking, Natalia and Steven 
answered questions about their project. 

"We learned a lot about the economy today," Natalia said as they were walking out 
of the class. 

"Yes," Steven agreed. "We learned that it takes many people to create a healthy 
economy." 

"And that's just another reason why each person is important," Natalia said with a 
smile. 

 

What is Bartering? 

Have you heard the word "barter"? Bartering is when you trade something besides 
money for the things that you want. Money is made from paper or metal. 

Have you ever traded your sandwich for a cookie? That's bartering. In early 
communities, many people had little or no money, so they traded for things they 
needed. For example, a family with several cows might trade one cow to a family 
who had plenty of corn. The first family got corn to eat. The second family got a new 
cow and had milk to drink. Both families got something they needed without paying 
money for it. Everyone was happy. 

 

Today some people barter by exchanging services. If one professional agrees to 
perform tax services for another professional in exchange for cleaning services, this 
is a barter transaction. 
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One problem with bartering is that the thing you have to trade may be hard to carry. 
Could you get a cow into a toy store to trade it for a bike? Most things are harder to 
carry than money. You can put a ten-dollar bill in your pocket, but a bushel of corn 
won’t fit! Most of the time in our culture, we use money to get things. Money is more 
convenient than bartering. 

 

Economic Resources in Louisiana 

Economic resources are found in every community. They are things used to create 
products or help provide services. Economic resources can be divided into human 
resources, such as labor and management; natural resources, such as land and oil; 
and capital resources, such as buildings and machinery.  

In economics, natural resources are what is used to 
produce things that bring income. Fresh air, minerals, 
water and trees used for timber are all natural 
resources. Things like oil and natural gas that are taken 
from the earth are natural resources too. 

Louisiana’s economy is strengthened by the state’s 
amazing natural resources. Resources such as fertile 
land and a beneficial climate are very valuable to 

Louisiana. Louisiana gets an average of 62 inches of rain per year. There is also a 
long growing season. The growing season is the part of the year when the weather 
conditions allow plants to grow. Our growing season ranges from 220 days in the 
north to over 300 days in the southern part of the state. Because of these great 
natural resources, Louisiana produces many things like cotton, cattle, lumber, rice, 
soy, sugarcane and sweet potatoes. Louisiana has about 30,000 farms that make up 
a large part of the economy. 

Louisiana also has access to rivers, bayous and wetlands. They produce a lot of 
seafood. In fact, 25% of America's seafood comes from Louisiana. That’s a lot of 
crawfish, shrimp and oysters! 

And the oil and natural gas resources in Louisiana provide a large portion of the 
income for the economy. Minerals like salt and sulfur are also mined in here. Our 
economy needs producers and consumers to work well. People from Louisiana are 
great producers, and we have a lot of natural resources that help us.  
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Secretaries, doctors, mechanics and 
teachers are all kinds of human 
resources. Human resources are the 
people, or labor, required to produce 
goods and services. People must 
have the skills and knowledge to 
help them produce the things we 

need. 

Louisiana has a lot of workers. We have a population of approximately 4.6 million 
people. The largest groups of people live near big cities. That's a lot of producers 
and consumers in our state! 

Louisiana has a lot of specialized workers. Many of them work on farms and in the 
fishing, oil and natural gas industries. They are an important asset to the economy. 
We couldn’t make all the products we use without them. Louisiana also 
manufactures chemicals, ships, aircraft and parts for trucks and cars. We need 
people to do all those jobs. 

Tourism is another area that requires a lot of 
human labor. The tourist industry is the fourth 
largest employer in Louisiana. Our people are 
great resources to improve our economy.  

The last type of resource can be found 
everywhere. Buildings, tools, and machines 
people use to produce other goods and services 
are known as capital resources. All industries in 
Louisiana use capital resources to produce their 
goods and services. These might include the oil 
refinery buildings, the large harvesting machines 
and the boats used to catch fish and seafood. 

What are some economic resources in your area? 
Do some research and find out. Write a paragraph 
about what you discover. Specifically mention the 
natural, capital and human resources where you 
live. 
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What is Money? 

Before coins or paper money, people bartered goods. 
But sometimes bartering can be difficult, like when you 
can't find anyone who wants what you have to trade. 
Eventually, people agreed to use a certain item as a 
medium of exchange. This could be seashells, 
chocolate beans, carved beads, fur pelts or tobacco. 

Can you think of a problem with using these items as 
payment? Just imagine carrying a big pile of fur pelts to 
the local store to buy your groceries! Or dragging your 
wagon of chocolate beans or bag of shells to the mall! 
These items were often bulky, heavy and hard to work 
with. So what did people do? They began to use money! 

So what is money? Traditionally money was something small, portable, durable and 
valuable that people used to exchange for goods. Gold and other precious metals 
have been used to make coins for centuries, but there have been other kinds of 
money used through the ages. The main idea was that the value of the item was a 
set amount, and agreed on by all. 

Today, money is mainly paper and coins. It is not the 
item, like the paper or the metal used to make money, 
that is valuable. It is simply that everyone has agreed it 
is worth a set amount. Consumers and producers now 
use money to pay for services or goods and help the 
economy run smoothly. 

The federal government created the same money for 
everyone in the United States to use. There is a picture 
of a famous person in the middle of each bill and on 
one side of each coin. For example, Abraham Lincoln is 
on the front of the $5 bill. Do you remember who is on 
the $1 bill? Do you know who is on any of the other bills 
or coins? 

Who are Producers? 

Producers are people. They can be people who create or grow things. Farmers in 
Louisiana are producers. They grow fruits and vegetables. Some raise livestock. 
People who work in the fishing industry are also producers. They catch fish and 
other seafood, which is sold to consumers locally and around the country. 
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The people who work in the oil and gas industry are also Louisiana producers. They 
produce oil and natural gas, which are used not just in Louisiana but all around the 
country. 

You might not realize that all the people who work in service industries are 
producers too. Louisiana has a big tourist industry. About 47 million people visit 
Louisiana annually. People who provide tourist experiences like tours of the swamps 
or prairies, musicians who play jazz music in the French Quarter of New Orleans, and 
the staff who run museums and hotels are all producers. They provide services that 
consumers can purchase. If we didn't have producers, we couldn't buy anything. 
Producers and consumers are interdependent. They need each other. 

 

What are Consumers? 

Consumers are people who buy goods or services. They buy many goods and 
services in their own communities. When you pay for a haircut at your local salon, 
you are a consumer. When you buy groceries from the store, you are a consumer. 
Some things that you buy from the store come from other communities, so the store 
will purchase the items for you. They are a producer, but they don't produce the 
goods they sell. They provide a service that allows you to buy what you need and 
want. 

Consumers are important. Each producer needs consumers to buy their products or 
services. When a company can't sell enough of their product to local consumers, 
they will often look for other markets, or places to send their goods. When 
producers send what they make to other places, they are called exports. When we 
get things from other places, they are called imports. 

There are consumers all around the world. You could be a consumer of things that 
are produced in other counties like China. Large stores will often import goods to 
sell in the United States because there is a large market here. That means the 
United States has a lot of people who will buy or consume products. Some 
companies also have people in other countries provide services for them. Maybe 
your parents have talked on the phone with a customer service person who actually 
lives in the Philippines. 

With the easy availability of the internet, individual producers and consumers can 
connect all around the world. You can order a product from someone in Australia or 
India and have it shipped right to your home. 

Producers and consumers go together. They each provide something the other 
needs. We need consumers and producers to have a healthy economy. 
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People are usually both producers and consumers. Think about your experiences 
today. Make a list of the different ways you have been a producer or a consumer. 

 

Let’s Look at Maps 

 Look at the maps of Louisiana and 
answer the following questions: 

1. What type of maps are these?  

2. What are some common 
resources of Louisiana?  

3. On what do resources have an 
impact?  

4. Explain what it means to the 
economy when a place has many 
resources.  

5. What areas on the map have the 
most natural resources?  

6. Where are most of the human 
resources located on the map?  

7. Locate your area on the map. 
What types of resources can you 
find in your area?  
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Think & Review Questions 

1. In what ways are kids consumers? 

2. Why do people barter? 

3. What do we call money made of paper? 

4. What are services? Give an example. 

5. Name three types of economic resources and provide an example of each. 

 

Studies Weekly, Week 29: Supply and Demand 
 

Supply and Demand 

"Say cheese!" said Natalia, pointing her new camera at Steven. The two students 
were walking out of their classroom after school. 

"Hey, is that new?" asked Steven, blinking as the camera flashed in his face. 

"Yeah, you like it?" asked Natalia. "I bought it with the money I've been saving." 

"It's really nice, but that must've cost a lot of money," said Steven. "I thought you 
were planning on buying that mid-range camera." 

"I know," said Natalia. "But I got some extra money recently, so I had enough to buy 
this more expensive camera. It has a lot more features, and I can use it for our 
school projects. It was a tough decision though because there was a really cool 
video game that was on sale too. The game would have been a lot of fun, but I'm 
happy with my camera!" 

Ms. Johnson smiled as the students shuffled out the door. "That's an example of 
opportunity cost," she said. 

"That's right!" said Steven. "Opportunity cost is the value of what you're giving up 
because you choose something else!" 

"Right," said Natalia. "And if there were a shortage on these cameras, I might not be 
able to buy one." 

"But if there were a surplus," broke in Steven, "you might get one super cheap!" 

"Speaking of selling things," said Natalia. "Are you still having a lemonade stand this 
weekend during the ball game?" "Oh, yes!" said Steven. "I almost forgot! I need to 
stop by the grocery store to buy some lemons! Come on!" 

Steven and Natalia rode their bikes to the grocery store. 
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"I hope the lemons aren't too expensive," said Steven, "because I'm going to need a 
lot of them!" 

"Oh, no, look!" Natalia pointed at a sign above the lemons. "The price of lemons is 
really high!" 

"Yeah," agreed Steven, "I wonder why they're so much more expensive than before. 
Maybe we should ask Ms. Johnson about that." 

The next day at school, Natalia asked Ms. Johnson about the lemons. 

"The price of lemons has gone up for two 
reasons," Ms. Johnson explained. "One 
reason is because lemons aren't in season 
right now. They are usually cheapest 
during their harvest season. The second 
reason is that we get a lot of our lemons 
from California, and they've had very hot 
dry conditions lately, and fires, too. Those 
conditions have reduced their lemon 
harvest. It created a shortage of lemons. 
When the supply goes down, but the 
demand is still high, they can charge a high 

price. When they have a good year and have a lot of lemons, the prices will go back 
down because of the surplus. A surplus is when there are too many of a product for 
the demand. In order to sell all those lemons, they have to lower the prices." 

"Supply, demand, shortage, surplus — all this talk about lemons is making me 
thirsty!" said Steven. 

"Me too!" laughed Natalia. "Let's just hope everyone's this thirsty tomorrow during 
the ball game. Then there will be a lot of demand for your lemonade." 

 

Community Economics 

Communities throughout time have 
specialized in certain goods and services. 
This is because communities do not have 
access to all the goods and services that 
they may need. This creates a need for 
interdependence among people and 
nations. Specialization is when individuals, 
regions, communities or countries produce 
certain types of goods or services. One 
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example of specialization in Louisiana is crude oil. Crude oil is needed to make many 
products people rely on each day. 

Interdependence is when producers and consumers depend on and trade goods 
and services with each other. One example of this interdependence for producers 
and consumers is that without crude oil, people would not have gasoline needed to 
get from home to work in their car. 

Louisiana supplies motor gasoline, jet fuel and diesel to the majority of the southern 
states. This is because not every state can produce crude oil. 

But why does Louisiana specialize in crude oil? 
Louisiana is located along the Gulf Coast 
Continental Margin basin and has a strong geologic 
history. American Indians used crude oil for 
medicine, even before Hernando de Soto 
discovered it in 1540. The explorers used this 
resource to seal their ships. Then, in 1901, Scott 
Heywood found the first oil well in Jennings. By 
1934, drilling became an offshore practice because 
there were no areas on land left to drill. 

Say you want to go on vacation to Yellowstone 
National Park. You pack your suitcase and drive to 
the airport. You get on the airplane and fly for 
several hours to your destination. Both the vehicle 
to get you to the airport and the plane you flew on 
rely on the production of crude oil. 

As a consumer, you rely on crude oil as well. If 
crude oil becomes hard to produce, the price for the 
oil goes up. That means the consumer sees a price 
increase for the gasoline for the vehicle. As a 

consumer of the airline ticket, you see an increase in ticket costs. 

What about when you get to Yellowstone? You stay at a nice camping lodge that 
has a delicious restaurant. The food that is on your plate may be homemade from 
ingredients grown locally. But chances are there are some products the restaurant 
used that were specialized in another area. That product would have needed to be 
delivered, which would have required the use of gasoline. 

Even when you are not going on vacation, you rely on interdependence and 
specialization of goods and services. Think about your own family. How does each 
member show a level of specialization? Maybe you have a sister who is great at 
braiding hair. Or a brother who is great at doing yo-yo tricks. Write your ideas in the 
box provided. 
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Now, let’s think about specialization and interdependence as a student in your class 
and in your community. Maybe you are great at math and you can provide the 
service of a tutor for another student who may be a better reader. In this way, you 
trade services and are interdependent. You may have a teacher that specializes in 
science and another that specializes in social studies. They work together and are 
interdependent to teach you different subjects at school. In the T-chart, write some 
examples of specialization in your class and your community. 

 
Scarcity 

Countries don’t always have all of the food or resources they need for their citizens. 
They usually trade with other places to get the supplies they will use. Trading has 
always been a good idea. Most countries need to trade with others in order to give 
their citizens the things they need and want. That means people have access to 
more goods and services. The problem is when there are not enough resources to 
go around. Scarcity is having a very small supply or not enough of something for 
everyone. 

When items are scarce, suppliers can charge more. And scarcity of a major resource 
can affect an economy. Think about what might happen when an area does not get 
enough rain. Farmers have a harder time growing crops, which means food costs 
more. It's also probably more expensive to visit lakes, rivers or water parks, so 
people spend less money on gas, souvenirs and hotels to visit places like that. Many 
power plants also depend on water. Less rain makes it more expensive for those 
places to produce electricity. That can cause energy prices to go up. 

When supplies are scarce, people have to make difficult choices. They may have to 
give up something in order to get whatever is in scarce supply. For example, when 
water is scarce, families may not be able to water their lawns or take as many 
showers. These sacrifices, or trade-offs, are sometimes called the opportunity cost. 
Can you think of a time when you had to give up something in order to get 
something that was scarce? 

 
Competition 

Competition in the marketplace is when businesses 
compete for the same customers. Suppose there are 
two different grocery stores in town. Since they both 
sell the same kinds of goods, they are competing for 
the same customers. Both stores need ways to draw 
people to their store. They may lower prices or 
advertise on TV. They could sell better products or 
improve customer service. This competition helps 
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customers find low prices and high quality goods and services at either store. 
Sometimes there is too much competition. If one store is getting most of the 
customers, the other store might have to close down. 

 
How Producers and Consumers Affect Price 

A consumer is someone who buys goods or uses services. When we buy groceries, 
gas, clothing or toys, we are buying goods. When we go to the doctor, have our car 
fixed or get a haircut, we are using services. 

A producer is someone who makes a product or provides a service. Farmers, factory 
workers, car mechanics and doctors are producers. 

Both consumers and producers affect the prices of goods and services. For 
example, a company that produces bicycles may raise the price of their product if 
there is a metal shortage. A shortage is when something you need can't be found in 
the amount needed. 

Consumers may stop buying bikes if the price is too high. Then the company might 
have to lower prices to get more sales. When a consumer doesn't buy enough of a 
good or service it may cause producers to lower the cost of it. If consumers are 
buying too much of a product, a producer might increase the price of it. Think about 
some other examples of how consumers and producers affect prices. 

 
Charting Economics 

 
Match the economic terms with the examples. 

 
Terms 

opportunity cost demand decrease   

supply  increase scarcity 

 
Examples 

1. There are 23 pairs of sneakers in the store. _____ 

2. 35 people want to buy the 23 pairs of sneakers. _____ 

3. Judy wants to go to the game, but if she goes to the game, she will miss the 

movie. _____ 

4. When supply is low and demand is high, the price will _____. 
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5. I can only find this kind of apple in the months of November and December. 

_____. 

6. When supply is high and demand is low, the price will _____. 

 
Surplus or Shortage? 

A shortage is when the demand for something is greater than the supply of that 
item. For example, a store may run out of lemons because of a dry growing season. 
That's called a shortage. There is always a demand for lemons, and shortages are 
always possible. When a lemon shortage happens because of a bad growing year, 
we call lemons a scarce good. This shortage results in an increase in the prices of 
scarce goods. 

A surplus is when we have more than we need of a good. Sometimes there is too 
much of an item for sale. The amount supplied is greater than the demand for it. If a 
lemon farm grows too many lemons, they will probably need to lower the price so 
people will buy them. 

What are some goods that you can find in surplus in your community? Which goods 
are in shortage? 

 
Interdependence in the Classroom 

Let's see how specialization and interdependence work at school. As a student, you 
are a consumer of services provided by teachers and school workers. Take a walk 
around your school and take note of all the different jobs people do. Teachers teach 
the students. Cafeteria workers produce food and serve lunches. The custodian 
keeps the building clean and safe. The office workers greet visitors and keep things 
organized. By specializing, workers can do a better job than if one person tried to do 
everything. But what would happen if the cafeteria workers didn't come to work one 
day? What if the teachers stayed home? As you can see, we are all interdependent. 
It's just like in economics! 

 
Think & Review Questions 

1. What is opportunity cost? Write an example. 

2. What is scarcity and how does it affect prices? 

3. Write an example of competition in an economy. 

4. How can consumers affect prices? 
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5. What is a scarce good? 

Let’s Write 
 
In this issue of Studies Weekly, we learned about competition in the market place. In 
your opinion, is competition in the marketplace good or bad? Explain your position 
using evidence from the text. Use correct grammar, spelling and punctuation. Your 
answer should be at least one paragraph that contains at least four sentences. 
 

Studies Weekly, Week 30: Louisiana’s Imports and Exports 
 
 
Louisiana’s Imports and Exports 
 
Natalia and Steven are reporting live from the Port of South Louisiana. America 
imports and exports many goods through this port. 
 

Natalia: Welcome to the Port of South Louisiana! 
 
Steven: Some waterways are quiet, but not the 
Mississippi! 
 
Natalia: The Port of South Louisiana is one of the 
busiest ports in the world! 
 
Steven: Things made by farms and factories 
travel along this river on long boats called 
barges. 
 
Natalia: The barges share the water with giant 
cargo ships. The ships carry American goods all 

over the world. 
 
Steven: What they are carrying? 
 
Natalia: The ships carry things that Americans want to sell to people in other 
countries. Things like soybeans, corn, animal food and wheat. These things that 
other countries want to buy are called exports. 
 
Steven: What is an 'export'? 
 
Natalia: An export is anything made in the United States and sold to other countries. 
Many exports are made in the heartlands of America. They travel down this river and 
are shipped to all parts of the world. 
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Steven: But America needs things from other countries as well. 
 
Natalia: That's right! Those things are called imports. They come into the Port of 
Louisiana from all around the world. 
 
Steven: So this river is very important for commerce, right? 
 
Natalia: Correct. American farms and factories need the river to send their goods to 
other states and other countries. The river makes it easy to transport goods. 
 
Steven: Why is the river better than roads and rail? 206513Natalia: Well, it's much 
cheaper to send things on big ships, but it is slower. Big ships are the main way to 
send goods to other countries. 
 
Steven: Does the river help us buy things from other countries too? 
 
Natalia: Yes. America imports many things from other countries. 
 
Steven: Like what? 
 
Natalia: For example, car parts, tires, plastics, toys, games and sporting goods. We 
also buy lots of furniture, beds and phones. Farmers need to import tractors. Car 
plants need to import car parts. Toy shops need to import toys. 
 
Steven: The Mississippi River makes all this trade possible. 
 
 
Why Import or Export? 
 
Some countries are good at making or growing certain goods or products. They are 
better than other places. For example, our state is good at growing sugarcane. In 
fact, our farmers are great at growing it. Sugar is a very popular product, and other 
countries want to buy our sugarcane. We export our sugarcane to them. 
 
Another example is toys. China is good at making toys. It makes many toys more 
cheaply than anywhere else. Other countries want to buy these toys, so China 
exports toys to them. Many toys come to America from China. When products are 
brought here to be sold we say that America is importing toys from China. 
 
Imports and exports can also be from one state to another. For example, our state 
could export sugarcane to New York because sugarcane doesn't grow well in there. 
So, why do we import and export? We import and export because it benefits 
everyone. We get more goods and services and so do others. 
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The Mississippi River 
 
The Mississippi River is 2,348 miles long and is one of the longest rivers in the United 
States. It travels through 10 states before it pours into the Gulf of Mexico. It has been 
used as a great water highway since the days of the American Indians. 
 
More water travels through the Mississippi River than through any other American 
river. Water from the Missouri, Ohio and other rivers empty into the Mississippi River. 
The Mississippi River carries 145 cubic miles of water to the Gulf of Mexico. Lake 
Itasca, in northern Minnesota, is where the Mississippi River begins its long journey 
to the sea. Here, the river is only 10 feet wide and less than two feet deep. 
219998The Mississippi River system forged the settlement of Central United States. 
In the early 1800s, steamboats provided the necessary transportation to move 
goods and travelers along the river. In January 1812, the steamboat New Orleans 
made a four-month journey on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers from Pittsburgh to 
New Orleans. The voyage marked the beginning of commercial steam navigation on 
inland rivers and led to revolutionary economic and cultural change. The Mississippi 
River became perhaps the most important waterway in North America. It was so 
important that controlling the waterway was a major objective of the Union forces 
during the Civil War. 
 
In 1879, the United States government created the Mississippi River Commission. 
This commission would take responsibility for maintaining the Mississippi River 
system for boat traffic. The Lower Mississippi River was always deep enough to 
carry riverboats. But during the hot summer months or long dry spells, many parts of 
the Upper Mississippi River became too shallow for the larger boats. To keep the 
entire river system open during all seasons of the year, the Army Corps of Engineers 
set out to create and maintain a channel in the river from Cairo, Illinois to Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. The river channel would be at least nine feet deep and 250 feet 
wide. 
 
219996In 1930, the Army Corps of Engineers also began the task of building a 
system of 29 locks and dams between St. Louis and St. Paul. These dams took about 
10 years to build. Each dam holds back the water in the river to create a lake-sized 
pool of water nine feet deep – deep enough to safely carry the large riverboats and 
barges. Locks, or sections of the river closed off with gates, raise and lower the 
ships from one water level to another. This allows the boats to travel the Mississippi 
even during times when the river is low. 
 
Today, most of the transportation on the Mississippi River is done with barges, which 
are large flatboats built for carrying cargo. These barges are towed along the river 
by powerful diesel engines. Each towboat can tow up to 12-15 barges that are 
carrying up to 22,500 tons of freight. 
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Each year, an average of 175 million tons of freight is moved along the Upper 
Mississippi River. Grain is the most popular item transported on the river, including 
corn, wheat, oats, barley and rye. These grains are loaded onto the barges by large 
grain elevators located near the river. They are then shipped to New Orleans, where 
the grain is then sent to foreign countries across the ocean. Other items shipped on 
the Mississippi River include gasoline, kerosene, fuel oil, coal, fertilizers, sulfur, 
cement, sugar and molasses. Also carried as cargo on the river are the booster 
rockets for space research. They are so bulky that they aren’t suitable for any other 
type of transport. 
 
Having access to the Mississippi River allows us to import and export many goods, 
and brings a lot of prosperity to our state. 
 
Manufacturing 
 
Manufacturing is the business of taking raw materials and making products, or 
goods, to sell. There are many types of manufacturing companies. Cars, computers, 
toys and soft drinks are some examples of manufactured products. 
 
Some things are made from natural materials like wood that are grown in the U.S. 
For example, to make wooden boards and planks, you need trees for their lumber. 
Tree trunks are sent to timber mills, and they are cut into boards and planks. These 
can be sold to other states or other countries. This is known as exporting. The 
boards and planks are exported. 
 
People often work in factories to manufacture goods. Thanks to Henry Ford, many 
people work together to make products on an assembly line. The people depend on 
each other to do their job well so the product is made correctly. Some things are 
made with parts from other countries. For example, a car plant makes cars, but it 
may get a lot of parts from overseas. Parts like the car battery or the car tires could 
be made in another country such as China. These parts are shipped to the U.S. to be 
manufactured into a car that you can drive. This is known as importing. The batteries 
and tires are imports. The car factory in America uses them to manufacture cars. 
 
Louisiana has many refineries that manufacture chemical and petroleum products. 
In fact, these two areas constitute by far the largest part of the manufacturing 
industry in the state. Louisiana also manufactures some agricultural products that 
are grown in the state, like sugarcane. And specialized products like ships and 
aircraft are also made in Louisiana. Manufacturing is a very important part of 
business in our state. 
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What Does Louisiana Export? 
 

Louisiana is very good at making sugarcane, oil, cotton 
and seafood. We produce a lot of these things. Some of 
the things we make are used here. We have factories 
that use them. For example, some factories here make 
clothes using cotton from our state. But we make more 
than we need. What do you think we do with the extra? 
That's right! We sell these things to other states and 
countries. This is called exporting. We export these 
things, which makes money for our state. It is good for 
us and good for the U.S. 
 
Let's learn about a few of the things that we export. 
 
Cotton 
 

We grow plenty of cotton in our state. We have great weather and we are very good 
at growing cotton plants. Other countries cannot grow cotton, so they buy cotton 
from us. We send it to them in big cargo ships. They can use it to make things like 
clothes, towels and sheets. 
 
Sugarcane 
 
Our state is very good at growing sugarcane. We have good farmers and special 
machines that help us to get the sugarcane. Other places and countries cannot 
grow sugarcane. They buy sugarcane from us and use it to make sugar. 
 
Seafood 
 
As we are very close to the sea, we can catch a lot of seafood. We are famous for 
our crab, fish, oysters and shrimp. We are also famous for crawfish, which are 
freshwater crustaceans that look like small lobsters. We sell our seafood to other 
states and other countries. 
 
Oil 
 
We import a lot of crude oil. We turn this into other things like motor oil for cars. We 
sell this oil to other states and countries, which makes us money. 
 
As you can see, our state exports many things. Exporting is very important to our 
state because it provides jobs and makes money for our state. 
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What Does Louisiana Import? 
 

Louisiana's main imports are trucks and cars, oil, copper, 
aluminum and coffee. We import most of these things 
for two main reasons. Firstly, we cannot produce these 
things ourselves. For example, copper is a metal. It 
comes from a mine. Louisiana does not have any 
copper mines. So it needs to buy copper from other 
states or other countries. Coffee is the same. We cannot 
grow coffee in our state. So we need to buy coffee 
beans from other countries. 
 
The second reason why we import things is that other 
places can produce them better or more cheaply than 
us. For example, it would cost a lot to make 

smartphones in our state, so we buy them from other countries such as China. China 
can make phones more cheaply than we can. 
 
If you notice, Louisiana imports and exports oil. Why is this? There are many types of 
oil. The oil from the ground is called crude oil. You can't just put it in a car and 
expect it to work. To power a car or truck you need gasoline. This comes from crude 
oil, but to get gasoline you need to refine it. Refining is a process that happens at a 
special place called a refinery. How does it work? The crude oil is put into large vats 
and heated up, which separates it into different products known as petroleum 
products. Things like motor oil, gasoline and kerosene are petroleum products. 
Louisiana is very good at refining oil. We have 19 refineries. The crude oil is shipped 
to our refineries, and it is turned into petroleum products. These products are then 
exported to other states and other countries. 
 
Map Activity: Louisiana Imports and Exports 

 
Imports are products made in other 
countries and sold to outside countries. 
Louisiana's main imports are trucks and 
cars, oil, copper, aluminum and coffee. 
These imports are needed across the 
states. 
 
What about the products that Louisiana 
exports? Louisiana is very good at making 
sugarcane, oil, cotton and seafood. These 
products are made specialized in different 
regions of Louisiana. 
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Look at the map of Louisiana exports and answer the questions. 
 

1. Which region or regions do not export cotton? 

2. Which region or regions do not export fish and other seafood? 

3. Which region has the fewest resources exported? What are those resources? 

4. Which region has the most resources exported? What are those resources? 

5. What region of Louisiana can you infer would benefit the most from the 

import of oil? Why? 

6. What region of Louisiana can you infer would benefit the most from the 

import of coffee? Why? 

7. What surprises you about the regions and their resources? Why? 

 
Think & Review Questions 
 

1. What would happen to American factories if they were unable to import 
things they need? 

 
2. Some countries (or states) are good at making certain goods or products. 

Using what you know about specialization, explain why this might be so and 
give examples. 

 
3. The Mississippi River is important for trade. Please provide evidence from the 

text that supports this statement. 
 

4. What is something that is actually both an import and export for Louisiana? 
How can it be both? Use text evidence to support your answer. 

 
5. Compare and contrast a lumber mill and a car manufacturing plant. 

 

Let’s Write 
 
In this issue of Studies Weekly, we have learned about many different exports and 
imports for the state of Louisiana. In your opinion, what is the most important 
import? What is the most important export? Explain your answers using evidence 
from the text to support your opinion. Use correct grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. Your answer should be at least one paragraph that contains at least 
four sentences. 
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Studies Weekly, Week 31: Earning Income 
 
Income 
 
Do you get an allowance for doing chores around the house? If you answered yes, 
then you have been paid to do a job and have earned a type of income called an 
allowance. Income is any money a person receives for doing work. You may have 
already heard of words like paycheck, salary or wages from your parents. Your 
parents work at a job in order to make an income, or money. Your parents use this 
money to pay for your food, clothes and even things you don’t think about, like 
electricity or water. Earning an income not only allows you to pay for things you 
want, perhaps a new video game, baseball glove or smartphone, but it also helps 
you pay for things you need, like food, a car or a home to live in. 
 
There are many types of jobs you can do to earn an income. As a kid, you can make 
money by doing chores, mowing the grass or babysitting. As you get older and 
become an adult, even more job opportunities will become available to you, 
especially if you study hard and go to college. You could work in a restaurant or 
grocery store, farm the land and grow crops or maybe open your own business. You 
can also become a teacher, veterinarian, doctor, lawyer, computer programmer, 
crime scene investigator, park ranger or lab technician. The different types of jobs 
you can do to earn an income are endless! What are you interested in? Do you like 
animals? You can go online and search to see what types of jobs involve animals, 
like veterinarian, biologist or zookeeper. Do you like to study the stars and planets? 
Maybe working for NASA might be interesting to you. You will be amazed at all of 
the different types of jobs there are. 
 
When you buy things online or at a store, you also pay taxes on those items. A tax is 
a percentage of money that a person has to pay on items they buy or items they 
already own. For example, you buy a t-shirt for $10, but when you pay for it at the 
cash register, you are told to pay $10.80. Why? That extra amount of money, 80 
cents, that is added to the price of the t-shirt is called sales tax. There are many 
different types of taxes that you pay. Some taxes, like sales tax, are taxes you pay on 
things you buy. There are also taxes you pay every year on things you already own, 
like property taxes (taxes you pay for owning a house or a car). Federal income taxes 
(taxes you pay to the Federal government) and state income taxes (taxes you pay to 
the state you live in) are taxes based on how much income you earn every year. 
Why do you have to pay all of these taxes? The taxes that everyone pays go directly 
to paying for public services. If it wasn’t for taxes, you wouldn’t be able to go to 
public school, have a town library where you can check out books for free, have 
roads to drive on or garbage pick-up to take away your trash. In your community, 
taxes pay police officers and firefighters to keep you safe, maintain local parks and 
provide clean water to drink. Being able to earn an income helps you buy the things 
you want and need, and paying taxes contributes to the well-being of your 
community, state, and country. 
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Louisiana Industries 
 
Industries are important. In Louisiana, they grow the economy. They provide jobs for 
people who live in the state. Without them, the state couldn't survive. Oil production 
and tourism are two big industries in Louisiana. Together, they bring in billions of 
dollars for our state each year. What makes them special? Let's explore them to find 
out! 220252Louisiana's Black Gold 

 
Oil may not look like much. It's thick and waxy. It 
even has a strange smell. But it adds value to our 
lives. Oil is used to make many everyday 
products. This includes not only gasoline to run 
our cars, but things like bike tires, oil to heat our 
homes and crayons that you draw with! 
 
Louisiana has been a source of oil for at least 100 
years. People all over the world rely on our state's 
oil supply. They use it to make their lives better. 
Companies can produce more than 3 million 
barrels of oil each day. It's produced in many 

areas, including Baton Rouge, Lake Charles and Shreveport. 
 
Effects of Oil Production 
 
Oil is a natural resource in Louisiana. It can be produced at any time. There's no 
doubt about it. Oil production is good for the state economically. It provides jobs. 
People can pay living costs. They can buy things they need. Oil production helps the 
state to be independent. 
 
However, not everything about oil is positive. Producing oil can be messy. Accidents 
can happen, which result in oil spills. This harms the environment. Oil spills cause 
water pollution. Birds, fish and wildlife can be harmed. Workers can get hurt. These 
effects can last for months or even years. 
 
Oil companies have created access channels through wetlands and damaged them. 
The wetlands buffer nearby towns from extreme weather. This protection has 
decreased in recent years, and some people have sued the oil and gas industry and 
asked them to restore the wetlands. 
 
Tourism in Louisiana 
 
Did you know Louisiana is a fun place for tourists? That's right. More than 47 million 
people visit this state each year. There are so many things to see and do here. Let's 
take a look at some tourist activities. 220256Food 
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If you like good food, you'll find it in Louisiana. Many tourists come to enjoy classic 
food. From Jambalaya and shrimp etouffee to Po-boys and beignets, there's 
something for everyone. Tourists spend a lot of money to sample unique Louisiana 
cuisine. Do you have a favorite food you would recommend? 
 
Swamps and Bayous 
 
Many people also take a tour of the swamps and bayous, which are some of the 
world’s most diverse ecosystems, while visiting Louisiana. These places are a 
significant part of Louisiana culture. Tourists can take a guided swamp tour and see 
alligators, turtles and other wildlife. They can kayak through bayous and rivers. 
 
Plantations 
 
Many tourists want to see the large plantation homes that are part of Louisiana's 
history. It can feel like you have traveled back in time when you visit these amazing 
museums and historical sites. 
 
Effects of Tourism 
 
Obviously, tourism brings a lot of money to the state. People who visit Louisiana stay 
in hotels; they hire cars or take taxis and busses; they eat at restaurants and diners. 
This provides jobs for many people. Visitors also pay sales tax on things they buy. 
The state earns money from these taxes, which can be used to pay for police and 
schools. 
 
 
Coastal Erosion 
 
Louisiana's home to more than 4 million people and a long coastline. Here's a fact 
you may not know. Its coastal wetlands are getting smaller due to erosion. In fact, 
they shrink by 360 feet each hour. That's the size of a football field. 
 
What's Coastal Erosion? 
 
Barrier islands act as a protection to the swamps and marshes of coastal Louisiana. 
When they disintegrate or are destroyed, sheltered wetlands along Louisiana's delta 
plains are exposed to strong waves, salty ocean water and tides and deteriorate 
more quickly. This is coastal erosion. 
 
There are many causes for this erosion. Hurricanes bring water and wind that tear 
away the land. Oil companies dig through wetlands to drill for oil. And rising sea 
levels and tides cause more problems. 
 
The Impact on Louisiana 
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Losing coastal land is a big deal to Louisiana. People depend on the coastline for 
jobs. Animals use it as a place to live and find food. In the wetlands, fisherman catch 
shrimp, crabs and oysters. They sell the seafood. This adds $300 million to the 
state's economy. The wetlands are natural habitats for beavers, alligators and birds. 
When wetlands are destroyed or lost, the wildlife lose their homes and have to 
move to other areas. If this continues, they may not survive. 
 
Taking Action 
 
Law makers know this is a problem. The good news is they are taking steps to fix it. 
One goal is to restore the wetlands. Another goal is to protect them. 
 
Within the past 10 years, over 36,000 acres of wetlands have been restored, which 
protects the coast from more erosion. Levees and flood walls have been built. A 
levee is shaped like a pyramid and made from soil. A flood wall is made from 
concrete. These structures work together to prevent coastal erosion. 
 
As companies and the government do their part to solve the problem, we can 
protect the coast. 
 
 
Visiting Louisiana’s Culture 
 
People come to Louisiana for many reasons. Some visitors come to taste the food. 
Music fans come to the state to listen to jazz bands. This state has different cultures. 
People want to experience them. Here's some of what visitors can expect when 
they come to experience the culture of Louisiana. 
 
Food 
 
Louisiana is famous for Creole and Cajun foods. Cities in the north are known for 
soul food meals. This includes pork chops, yams and peas. Cities in the south are 
known for shrimp, crabs and crawfish. People eat alligators and turtle soup in some 
areas. 
 
Music 
 
New Orleans is the birthplace of Jazz music. It's a great place to listen to live jazz. 
People of all ages enjoy this type of music. Jazz is so popular that it has its own 
festival. It's called The New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. The Jazz Festival 
draws about 420,000 people to the week-long event each year. Do you like jazz 
music? 
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Festivals 
 
Mardi Gras is the most famous festival in New Orleans. People dance, sing, eat, 
listen to music and watch parades. In 2016, 10.4 million tourists visited the state 
during Mardi Gras. That's a lot of money and jobs flowing into our state. But the fun 
doesn't stop there. Louisiana is overflowing with festivals. There are about 400 
throughout the state during the year. There's a Crawfish Festival, a Cajun-Zydeco 
Festival and a Jambalaya Festival, just to name a few. All those festivals bring in a lot 
of tourist dollars. Have you been to one of Louisiana's famous festivals? 
 
Sports 
 
Football, basketball and baseball are popular sports in this state. People come here 
to watch college and pro teams play sports. Professional teams in New Orleans 
include the Pelicans and the Saints. 
 
 
Types of Cultural Influence 
  
Louisiana's culture is unique. The music has different rhythms and beats. There are 
many lively festivals. Its food is known for its spicy taste. The buildings were made 
with influences from around the world. Why is our culture so special? There's a 
good reason. It has been shaped by many different cultures that have mixed 
together right here in Louisiana. 
 
French 
 
The French moved to Louisiana very early. They began arriving in the 17th century. 
The land wasn't developed, so they worked and shaped the development of the 
area. New Orleans was named after a French Duke, and many early buildings were 
designed to match the ones in France. The French language was spoken. The Cajun 
language, food and culture have developed from these French settlers. 
220262African 
 
Africans were brought to Louisiana in the 1700s. Many were enslaved people 
brought to work on plantations. They brought with them their cultural practices, 
languages and religious beliefs rooted in spirit and ancestor worship, which became 
elements of Louisiana Voodoo. Jazz music has roots in this early African American 
culture. 
 
Spanish 
 
Although the early residents of New Orleans were French, the architecture of the 
French Quarter is actually Spanish. Spain controlled Louisiana for 40 years. Fires 
destroyed many buildings in New Orleans during this time. People built new ones 
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with Spanish influence. The Creole culture developed as children of French and 
Spanish settlers blended their parents' traditions with their new situation. For 
example, paella is a popular Spanish dish and jambalaya is a unique Louisiana 
version. 
 
Caribbean 
 
In the 1800s, many residents of Haiti came to New Orleans. There was also close 
cultural and economic connection with Cuba. Louisiana Voodoo and the red rice and 
beans that are part of Louisiana culture were strongly influenced by contact with the 
people of the Caribbean. 
 
People from all over the world brought their talents and rich cultures. That's the 
reason Louisiana is such a unique and interesting place to live. 
 
 
Louisiana Industries Activity 
 

1. Explain how the images shown demonstrate ways humans have adapted to 
the physical environment in Louisiana. 

 
2. How do the activities pictured affect the economics of Louisiana? 

 
3. How do these activities affect the environment? 

 
4. Which of the activities pictured might be an activity you have done or would 

be interested in doing? Why? 
 

Think & Review Questions 
 

1. List five ways in which taxes may be used by the government. 
 

2. How does tourism help a community? Use evidence from the text to support 
your answer. 

 
3. Use the text and your own knowledge to list three ways in which the 

government might protect the coast. 
 

4. Describe the culture of New Orleans using four senses. What can you see? 
What can you hear? What can you smell? What can you taste? Use at least 
two adjectives for each sense. 

 
5. When, how and why did the Spanish build upon French culture in Louisiana? 
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Let’s Write 
 
Imagine you are a tourist visiting New Orleans for the first time. What sights might 
you see? What landmarks might you visit? What festivals might you enjoy? Be sure 
to use all five senses when describing your visit! 
 
 

Studies Weekly, Week 32: Career Day! 
 

Career Day 
 
It's Career Day at school! The students are excited to see who will visit the school. 
They know that there are a lot of different careers they could have. Many of them 
have ideas about what they want to be when they grow up. Maybe they want to 
have the same job as their parents. Maybe they want to have a career like someone 
they look up to. Today is the day they get to learn about what it is like to have 
different jobs. By the end of the day, many of them may have an idea of what kind of 
career they want the most! 
 
Natalia and Steven are talking to their friend Claire before class starts. They all can't 
wait to see what the day brings! 
 
"I wonder what it is like to be an engineer," said Natalia. "My mom told me that 
engineers help create some of the most amazing things we use. I saw a show where 
engineers helped build the biggest bridge in the world. I'd love to build a bridge! Do 
you think you have to go to college to be an engineer?" 
 
"I bet you do," said Steven. "My dad said that you need to go to college for many 
careers. It seems like building bridges would be pretty hard, but also awesome! I 
want to be a journalist. I love when we get to make news reports for class. My dad 
said I'll probably need to go to college to be a reporter." 
 
"What about you, Claire?" Steven asked. "What do you want to be when you grow 
up?" 
 
"I want to be a congresswoman," said Claire. "They help their community by making 
good laws. I don't know if you have to go to college or not. If you do, I'll definitely go. 
My mom says we need more good people in the government. I like helping people, 
and I think I could help a lot of people if I got that job," she said. 
 
Natalia, Steven, and Claire are all really excited. What about you? What career do 
you want to learn about? 
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What Do You Want To Be When You Grow Up? 
 
When kids from all over the country are asked what they want to be when they 
grow up, they have lots of ideas. Choosing a career path is an important life decision 
that everyone makes. You dedicate years of your life to it. And preparing for a career 
begins earlier than you think. You will have to choose which classes you want to 
sign up for in middle and high school. You’ll likely pick classes that interest you. 
They might even relate to your future career. They can influence what you want to 
study after high school. You’ll have to make that decision, and you’ll have to choose 
which college or trade school to go to. After graduation, you’ll decide which jobs to 
apply for and which opportunities to pursue. Exploring your interests will help you 
make all of these decisions. 
 
During your years at school, you will study many different subjects. So how do you 
decide the path you want your life to take? You can begin by thinking about what 
you like. Your interests could translate into your career. There are a lot of careers to 
choose from. It’s never too early to start planning for the future! 
 
 
Want an Unusual Job?  
 
When you think of what you want to be when you grow up, what jobs come to 
mind? A police officer? A teacher? A doctor? Maybe you have something a little 
more unusual in mind, like a jelly donut filler, a Christmas tree decorator or a 
fingerprint analyzer. If the job you have in mind isn't something the average person 
would think of, you probably need to start planning now if you want your dream job 
to become a reality. 
 
To get the job you really want, it may help you to talk to someone who is already 
doing that job for a living. Ask them how they found out about the job, what they did 
to prepare for it and if they are happy in their work. Find out how much money the 
job pays, what the hours are like and if there is anything about the job that they don’t 
enjoy. 
 
If you are still interested in this unusual job, begin taking classes or reading books 
that will help you prepare for it. If you want to train elephants, begin reading books 
about them and consider volunteering at a nearby zoo, if possible. If you want to 
retrieve balls from golf course ponds, take scuba diving classes and learn to dive. 
Now is a great time to start learning any skills that will help you succeed at your 
future job. 
 
You may also want to talk to a school counselor to see if there are really jobs 
available in your area of interest. Your counselor can also help you learn what type 
of education you might need to prepare for your dream job. 
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It is great to have dreams for your future. It is even better when you take the time to 
prepare for your dreams so that they can become a reality. 
 
 
All Sorts of Jobs 
  
There are many jobs in the state of Louisiana, but three of the key industries that are 
vital to the Louisiana economy are the agriculture, oil, and fishing industries. Jobs in 
these industries tend to be physical and require workers to be outdoors, but the 
hard work and effort are rewarding.  
 
One of Louisiana’s most important industries is farming, or agriculture. Farmers in 
Louisiana grow many crops, with the most common being sugarcane, rice, 
soybeans, cotton and corn. Farmers need to know how to grow crops and have a 
strong understanding of science and plants. Farmers in Louisiana work long days 
outdoors and have to endure harsh summer weather when they are planting, 
maintaining and harvesting the crops. Farmers rely on machines and equipment to 
help them with the crops. Some of the most popular farm machines are tractors, 
plows and combine harvesters. Historically, most farmers learned from growing up 
on a farm, but many colleges in Louisiana now offer classes for people interested in 
farming. 
 
The oil industry in Louisiana is the second largest producer of oil in the United 
States. There are many important jobs in the oil industry. One critical job is that of 
the drilling engineer. Drilling engineers work both on land and on offshore oil rigs in 
the ocean. People with this job are responsible for operating large machines that 
drill deep into the earth to find oil. The conditions they work in can often be 
dangerous and require the workers to be cautious and follow many safety rules. 
Drilling for oil can involve fire, explosive gas and large moving machines that could 
cause injuries. In addition to following the rules, drilling engineers wear flame-
resistant clothing, protective hard hats, special gloves and safety glasses to help 
avoid injury. Many people who are interested in oil drilling jobs start by gaining 
experience working on oil rigs and in oil fields. Under the supervision of more 
experienced oil engineers, new engineers learn each day from hands-on 
assignments and training. Another way to become certified as an oil engineer is to 
take classes at a college or university. Many universities in Louisiana offer degrees in 
industrial, mechanical and civil engineering. Students in these programs study 
science, math and technology to become prepared to be an oil engineer. The oil 
engineering industry will continue to be an important one to the state of Louisiana 
and its economy.  
 
The seafood industry continues to be a vital job in the state of Louisiana and has 
been a way of life for many generations of Louisianans. The Gulf of Mexico and the 
inland waterways of the state provide many different types of seafood. Shrimp, 
oysters, crabs and crawfish are the most common seafood caught by fishers in 
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Louisiana. Most fishers work each day on boats and can be out on the water from 
early morning until the end of the day. They know where different types of seafood 
can be caught and navigate their boats to those areas each day. They also use large 
nets and big metal cages to catch the various types of fish and seafood. Fishers 
mostly wear everyday clothing to do their job, but one unique item some of them 
wear are special boots called waders. These boots are waterproof and help fishers 
keep their feet and legs dry from any water that may splash into the boat. Waders 
also allow them to walk in shallow parts of the waterways. Fishers also wear very 
common protective gear such as life vests, hats for sun protection and gloves to 
keep their hands from being cut by the nets, cages or the fish. The best way to learn 
to be a fisher is to practice and learn from people who do this for a living. There are 
many part-time and seasonal jobs available to gain experience and learn the skills to 
be a good fisher. 
 
Solving Local Issues 
 
There are many towns in the state of Louisiana. Each town has problems that need 
to be solved. You could write a letter to Congress about the problem. But they are 
usually trying to solve problems that affect the whole state. They may not have time 
to help with your local problem. Usually, the best way to solve local problems is to 
look for local solutions. 
 
You live in a parish that has its own local government. They are probably called a 
police jury. When you have local issues, you can tell your police jury about them. 
They are elected to help with local problems. That means they should listen when 
the community has issues. The issue you are having may not affect your whole 
parish. It may affect just your neighborhood. When a problem affects just your 
neighborhood you may be able to solve it by talking to your neighbors. 
 
Some local issues are big. Others are small. What they all have in common is that 
ordinary people like you can help to solve them. What if there is no good place to 
play in your area? What if you don't have a park nearby? You could talk to other 
families in the area. You could all work together to make a plan for adding a park. 
You could take that plan to the next meeting of your local police jury. If there are 
enough of you who want the park, the jury should listen to your idea. 
 
When you work to fix local problems, you are helping your whole community. Be 
sure to speak up if you notice a problem. You may find that other people feel just 
like you do. They may be willing to help you solve the problem. 
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A Day in the Life of a Jazz Musician 
 
Good afternoon, kids. My name is Mrs. Sanchez, and I'm a jazz musician. I play piano 
with a band in New Orleans. We entertain tourists that come from all over the world. 
Everybody comes to New Orleans to hear some real jazz. It's our job to help them 
out! 
 
It's a lot of fun to play jazz with my band, but it's also a lot of work. We play six and 
sometimes seven days a week. Sometimes we play early in the day. Often we play 
really late at night. It all depends on who we are working for. It can be hard to get 
enough sleep when you are up all night performing, so you have to be careful about 
how you manage your time. 
 
You don't have to go to college to be a jazz musician, but it sure can help. I always 
say the more you learn, the better off you are. So be sure you do your homework. 
And if you are learning music, make sure you practice, practice, practice! 
 
If you come to New Orleans with your family, look for a jazz band with a pianist. 
Maybe you will see me there! 
 
 
A Day in the Life of an Oil Derrick Operator 
 
Hi, my name is Mr. Thibodaux, and I'm an oil derrick operator. I work on one of those 
rigs you see sometimes when you visit the beach. I'd like to tell y'all about my job. I 
think it's pretty great. Maybe you will, too. 
 
I have a pretty unusual work schedule. Most people work five days a week and 
about eight hours a day. But I work a 14/21 day rotation. That means I'm at work for 
14 days in a row. Then I get 21 days off. Yep, I get a whole 21 days off in a row! 
 
My job is definitely hard, which is part of why I get so much time off. I'm out there 
making sure the drilling equipment is working correctly. If something goes wrong, 
I've got to fix it. And I've got to fix it fast. Working with oil can be pretty messy, so I 
definitely need a shower afterward! 
 
It can be hard being away from my family for two weeks straight. But then it's 
awesome to get to hang out with them for the three weeks at a time. My job pays 
pretty well, too. 
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Planning Community Service 
 
Community service is when you work to make your community better. You can 
probably think of a few things that are wrong with your school or your community. 
Today you are going to work with your classmates to identify a problem and plan a 
solution. Once you have a plan, you and your team can follow that plan and 
hopefully solve the problem. 
 
Follow the steps below: 
 

1. Brainstorm a list of problems that you could try to fix in your school or 

community. 

2. Pick one problem. 

3. Write the steps it will take to fix the problem. 

 

Think & Review Questions 

1. List three careers that require college, and three careers that don't always 
require college. How are they similar? How are they different? 

 
2. Some jobs require both college education and on-the-job training. Name 

three jobs that require both. What do they have in common? 
 

3. Imagine a problem in your community, and describe the steps you would 
take to fix it. 

 
4. Why is it important to practice playing your instrument if you are a musician? 

 
5. Name three other jobs with unusual shifts and work schedules. Why do these 

jobs have unusual schedules? 
 

6. How can classes in middle school help you in your career? 
 

 

Let’s Write 

What is a local issue that affects you? How can you solve this problem? Please use 

details from the text to support your opinion. 
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LDOE 3rd Grade Social Studies Instructional Task 

 
Technology’s Impact on Family Life 

 

Directions: Read and study Sources 1-3 about the impact of technological 

innovations on families. As you read, you may take notes in the space next to the 

sources. Then, use the sources to answer questions 1-3. 

 

Source 1: Interview with Joseph Devall, 94 years old, 2014 

 

What kinds of things did your family spend money on?  

 

My family didn’t have any money. I was born on March 16, 1920. At that time, my 

parents had seven kids already. My dad didn’t have a car. He rode a horse to work. I 

remember Daddy would catch me by one arm and throw me on the back end of the 

saddle. That was really fun. What little money we had, we spent it on food. Daddy 

raised a big garden.  

 

What did you do for fun? 

 
In 1927, we moved and didn’t have electricity for a year or two. We had outdoor 

toilets for four or five years before we got a bathroom in the house. We walked 

about a mile and a half to school for two years, rain or shine. I then went to a school 

that was heated by steam – they had a boiler and radiators. In 2nd or 3rd grade, I 

would go early to school to get with the janitor to help him fire up the boiler. I was 

really interested in that boiler. That was fun for me at that time.  
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What did you do at recess?  

 
We would play games. They had a big water tower on the school grounds; it must 

have been 20 feet high. There was a platform built around the top, but you had to 

climb a ladder to get up there. The ladder was wide open. A lot of us would climb 

up and sit on the platform and let our feet swing. The school didn’t have any balls, 

but a few kids would bring rubber balls for us to play with some times. When dinner 

time came, we went home to eat. Then I would go back to school.  

 
What kinds of toys did you have at home?  

 
I didn’t have very many toys. About eight or ten kids my age lived in our area. In 

about 3rd or 4th grade, we began to play baseball all summer. Some of the bigger 

boys would play with us because they were still in school during the year, too. If it 

was a real hot day, we would get about six kids together and walk to the Mississippi 

River and swim. That’s where I learned to swim – the Mississippi River.  

 
When did you get your first TV? 

 
In the 1950s, I got my first TV. I was over 30 years old. We had a radio when I was a 

kid.  

 
What was the best present that you got as a kid? 

 
I didn’t get many presents. For Christmas, we would get an orange, a banana, and an 

apple. When we were eight or nine years old, my parents would buy us skates. Our 

road was blacktop and we could skate on it.  
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Source 2: Data about Households in the United States 

 

 

 

  

Video Games
Families Who Own Video
Games such as Nintendo Wii
or Xbox

Families Who Do Not Own
Video Games such as
Nintendo Wii or Xbox

Data from statista.com

Computer Ownership

Families Who Own a Computer

Families Who Do Not Own a
Computer

2011 Data from US Census Bureau 

Mode of Travel to Work

Drive Alone

Carpool

Walk or Bike

Other

2012 Data from US Department of Transportation 
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Source 3: Technology Timeline 

 

 

 

Item 1: Multiple Choice 

 

In the interview with Joseph Devall, he says that he did not have electricity as a 

young child. How has electricity and air conditioning most changed family life? 

 

A.  Children go to school more regularly. 

B.  Children play outside more often. 

C.  People drive more easily to the city to work.  

D.  People spend more time inside their houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 44



Item 2: Multiple Choice 

 

According to Source 3, which of these events did not occur within the dates shown 

on the timeline? 

 

A.  Joseph Devall was born. 

B.  Joseph Devall bought his first television. 

C.  All American households own video games. 

D.  The first computer was invented. 

 

Item 3: Extended Response  

 

Write a well-organized response on the lines provided on pages 6 and 7 in this 
answer document. 
 

 

 

As you write, follow the directions below. 

 Address all parts of the prompt. 

 Include information and examples from your own knowledge of social 

studies. 

 Use evidence from the sources to support your response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology has changed how people live. Describe how technology has 
changed many children’s lives today compared to the 1920s. 
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WorldBook Online: Student Edition Articles 

 
Directions: Read and annotate the following articles, and on a separate sheet of 
paper, use evidence from the sources and your knowledge of social studies to write 
two paragraphs explaining how supply and demand impact the economy of 
Louisiana. 
 

Supply and Demand 
 
Supply and demand are economic forces that determine the amount of a product 
that is produced and its price. The supply of a product is the amount of it that 
businesses are willing and able to offer for sale at various prices. Generally, the 
higher the price is, the greater the amount supplied will be. Similarly, the demand for 
a product is the amount of it that users can and would like to buy at various prices. 
Demand also depends on the price, but in the opposite way. Usually, the quantity 
demanded is lower at high prices than at low ones. Because the amount that 
producers actually sell must be the same as the amount that users actually buy, the 
only price at which everyone can be satisfied is the one for which supply equals 
demand. This is called the equilibrium price. 
 
Consider the market for onions as an example. Pounds of onions are produced each 
month at a variety of market prices. Higher prices encourage farmers to produce 
more onions, and low prices discourage production. Consumers, on the other hand, 
generally buy more onions when prices are low. At high prices, the customers use 
other vegetables. 
 
Supply and demand for a particular product generally intersects at a certain price. 
When this is the market price, suppliers will offer just the quantity that users wish to 
buy. At any higher price, farmers will produce more product than consumers are 
willing to buy, and competition among farmers will force the price down. At prices 
lower than equilibrium, purchasers will demand more product than is available, and 
the scarcity of that product will drive the price up. 
 

From Louisiana 
Economy 
From retail trade to real estate, service industries are the fastest growing sector of 
Louisiana's economy. As a group, they are the state's leading employer. 
Manufacturing and mining are also important economic activities in the state. 
Louisiana ranks high among the states in value of annual mineral production. It is 
one of the leading states in the production of natural gas and petroleum. 
 
Natural resources of Louisiana include fertile soils, plentiful deposits of oil and gas, 
and thick forests. 
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Soil. Rich alluvial soil (soil deposited by rivers) covers about a third of Louisiana. Silt 
from the Mississippi River forms a rich, dark soil. The Red River deposits reddish-
brown soil along its banks. Peat and muck soils are found in coastal marshes. The 
prairies in southwestern Louisiana have clay and clay loam. 
 
Minerals. Louisiana is a leading state in known reserves of natural gas and 
petroleum. Many of these reserves lie in a narrow belt across southern Louisiana, 
part of an underground region called the Tuscaloosa Trend. This region also 
extends beneath portions of Texas, Mississippi, and the Gulf of Mexico. Rich 
petroleum deposits lie under most of Louisiana and extend into the gulf. The best-
developed petroleum deposits are in southern Louisiana and the Gulf. Large gas 
fields lie in the state’s northern section, but production is heaviest in the southern 
section and in the Gulf. The southern section also has huge deposits of salt and 
sulfur. 
 
Forests cover about half the state. In New Orleans, the United States Forest Service 
operates one of the country's largest forest-experimentation stations. More than 150 
kinds of trees grow in Louisiana, including bald cypresses, magnolias, oaks, and 
pines. 
 
Service industries, taken together, account for the largest part of Louisiana’s 
employment and its gross domestic product—the total value of all goods and 
services produced in the state in a year. Most service industries are concentrated in 
the state's metropolitan areas. Baton Rouge, the state capital, is the center of 
government activities. Baton Rouge and New Orleans are the centers of the finance, 
insurance, and real estate sector. Louisiana’s financial firms receive much income 
from petroleum and gas companies. Baton Rouge and New Orleans are also the 
primary centers of wholesale and retail trade in Louisiana. The state’s restaurants 
and hotels benefit from the millions of tourists who flock to New Orleans each year. 
Many health care facilities also operate in Baton Rouge and New Orleans. Water 
transportation is of great importance in Louisiana. New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
are two of the busiest ports in the United States. A number of large shipping firms 
are based in these two cities. 
 
Manufacturing. Louisiana is an important manufacturing state. The processing of 
petroleum and coal products is one of Louisiana’s leading manufacturing activities. 
Petroleum refineries provide nearly all of the income for this industry. Almost all of 
Louisiana’s petroleum refineries operate in the southern part of the state. 
The production of chemicals is also an important manufacturing activity. The Baton 
Rouge, Lake Charles, and New Orleans areas are the chief chemical production 
centers. The state’s chemical products include fertilizers, pesticides, petrochemicals 
(chemicals made from petroleum), plastics, and soap. Fabricated metal products, 
food products, and transportation equipment are also made in Louisiana. Fabricated 
metal products are mainly produced in the Shreveport area and in south-central 
Louisiana. The state’s leading processed foods include baked goods, coffee, 
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poultry products, soft drinks, and sugar. The Baton Rouge, Lafayette, and New 
Orleans areas are the leading food-processing centers. Shipbuilding is the most 
important transportation equipment industry. Factories in Louisiana also produce 
aircraft, automobile, and truck parts, missile parts, and truck trailers. 
Mining. Louisiana’s chief mined products are natural gas and petroleum. These 
products account for about 95 percent of the state’s mining income. Oil wells 
operate mainly in the southern marshlands and the Shreveport area. Many offshore 
oil wells have been drilled in the Gulf of Mexico. Large natural gas fields lie near 
Monroe and Shreveport. But production is heaviest in southern Louisiana and 
offshore in the gulf. Wells in the Gulf of Mexico produce far more oil and gas than do 
wells onshore. Other mined products include salt, and sand and gravel. Most of the 
salt mines are in the coastal marshes. Sand and gravel are mined throughout the 
state. Louisiana also produces clays, coal, and crushed stone. 
 
Agriculture. Farmland covers about a fourth of Louisiana's land area. Crops account 
for over half of Louisiana’s farm income. Sugar cane is one of the leading crop 
products in the state. Farmers grow sugar cane mainly in the areas south of Baton 
Rouge and Lafayette. Other important crops grown in Louisiana include corn, cotton, 
rice, and soybeans. Most of Louisiana’s corn and cotton is grown in the northeastern 
part of the state. Many rice farms lie between Lake Charles and Lafayette. Large 
numbers of soybean farms lie in a region that runs from the northeast corner of the 
state south to Lafayette. Sweet potatoes are the most valuable vegetable crop. 
Pecans are the leading nut crop. Broilers (young, tender chickens), a leading 
livestock product, are raised in the northern part of the state. The raising of beef and 
dairy cattle is also important. Beef cattle are raised throughout the state. Many dairy 
farms lie north of Lake Pontchartrain. Louisiana farms also produce eggs and hogs. 
Commercial fish farms in the state produce catfish and crayfish (called crawfish in 
Louisiana). 
 
Fishing industry. Louisiana ranks among the leading states in commercial fishing. 
Shrimp is the most important fishing product, and Louisiana is a leading state in the 
production of shrimp. The state is also a leading producer of crayfish, menhaden, 
and oysters. Other important products include catfish, crab, snapper, and tuna. The 
state’s main fishing ports include Cameron, Empire-Venice, and Intracoastal City. 
 
Electric power and utilities. Plants that burn natural gas provide over half of the 
state’s electric power. Coal-burning plants and nuclear plants provide most of the 
rest. 
 
Transportation. The Mississippi and other rivers of Louisiana have been both an aid 
and a barrier to transportation in the state. During the early years, riverboats 
provided the chief means for moving people and products. But the rivers were also 
major obstacles to the construction of highways and railroads. To solve this 
problem, the state built bridges over the smaller rivers during the 1930’s. But 
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until 1935, ferryboats were the only means of getting cars and trains across the 
Mississippi. The Huey P. Long Bridge, which opened in 1935 near New Orleans, was 
the first bridge entirely within the state to cross the Mississippi. Today, bridges also 
cross the river at Baton Rouge, Delta, Donaldsonville, Gramercy, Luling, Mound, and 
Vidalia. The state opened the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway in 1956. The bridge, one 
of the world's longest, has a total length of about 24 miles (39 kilometers) and 
connects New Orleans with St. Tammany Parish to the north. Twin bridges called 
the Crescent City Connection link the heart of New Orleans with the Mississippi’s 
west bank. Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, in Kenner, is the 
state's busiest airport. The Pontchartrain Railroad was the first railroad west of the 
Allegheny Mountains. It began operating in 1829, between New Orleans and Lake 
Pontchartrain. Today, rail lines provide freight service on thousands of miles of track 
in the state. Louisiana has an extensive system of roads and highways. Two east-
west interstate highways cross the state, and three run north and south. Most of 
Louisiana's port activities take place near New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and Lake 
Charles. Based on total tonnage, the Port of South Louisiana, at Laplace, handles 
more cargo than any other U.S. port. Baton Rouge is the most inland deep-water 
port on the Mississippi River. It lies about 235 miles (380 kilometers) from the Gulf of 
Mexico, but ships can travel up the river and dock. Louisiana has thousands of miles 
of navigable rivers and other waterways. The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway provides a 
sheltered east-west route across the coastal marshes. From 1963 until its closure in 
2009, the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet (MRGO) provided a direct route between New 
Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
Communication. The first newspaper in Louisiana was established at New Orleans 
in 1794 by Louis Duclot. This French-language journal, Le Moniteur de la Louisiane 
(The Louisiana Monitor), was the only newspaper in the region until 1803. That year, 
Louisiana's first English-language newspaper, the New Orleans Union, was started. 
Today, leading newspapers include The Times of Shreveport, The Advocate of Baton 
Rouge, and The Advocate of New Orleans. 
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